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THE ALTAIC PLURAL SUFFIX -+T

1. Most Altaic languages possess several plural suffixes Èhe use of
which, at the presenl time, depends, with a few exceptions, upon the
final sound of t.he stem, e.g., Mo.l -s on stems ending in a vowel, Ev.

-r on stems with a final n, etc.z

A peculiarity of the Alt,aic pluraL forms is their frequent functioning
as singular forms, e.g., Kh. eÛnep,woûanr from eø tmotherr. Another
feature is that the languages in question can do withouÈ pluraÌ suffixes,
e.g., Mo. ebügen qoní qarilulwmtí tthe old man pastures sheep', Kaz, qoj
nqng?ap tTljci bozdap 'sheep bl.eated, camels bellor¡edt3 which exanples re-
semble Errgl. to raise sheep, to cateh físh, etc.

A peculiar characteristic of the Altaic plural suffixes is cheir frequent
compounding which results in so-calLed ttdoublel plural forms, e.g., Kh.

Lmnañtd (with -¿ar and -ûd) ,lamasr,4 y"k. tojottor (wictr -¿ and -ton
< -Lan)rofficials'.5 Eu. õrasal (with the collecti.ve -sa and plur. -Z)
rrapids',6 

"a".
In this article only Èhe suff. -*ú will be discussed.T

2. The suff. -*t is Mo. -d. It is used on stems ending ín n, L, r, and a

fer¡ stems ending in a vowel. rn older documents -d is mechanically added

to the stem-final år €.g., SH qonínt tsheep', qoníndí (acc.), qonindíjan
(acc. with che refl. poss. suff.);8 u,r. æøtundun rof the vro'en', æatunrtn
id.;9 Saghan Secenrs r¡ork eldeb kedí tond,í ,varíous objects (things),
garmentsrl0 rh""" tondí i.s the acc. plur. of Tl. ton rgarment, topcoatt,
etc.

In Mo. the suff. -d replaces the sÈem-final re, eometimes r, and L, e,g.,
nojad tprínces' from nojan, gaSad I lands' from gaiar, (pre-classical) möd
twaysr f,tommör, tugud tcalvest from tugul., etc. A few stems ending in a

vor¿el also t,ake the suf f . -d, e.g,, bueud tothersr ftom bueu, beríd
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rdaughters-in-lawt from ber.i, éíned. t the firsÈ days of the nelt noont fro¡l

éine 'new'. The so-called nomen actoris ín 'gëí and the professional

names r.rith the suff . -ôi also take Èhe plur' suff ' -d' e'g" biöí-gêi-d
rthose who writer ' nodu-ê¿-d tcarpentersr'

onsÈemsendinginconsonantsotherÈhanthethreementionedonesthe
suffix ís -ud, in Mo., i..., the same -d with a connective vowel' e'g"

ulus-ud tpeoPles, nationsr .

The suff. -d- -t, --ud- -út occurs also in Kh.,1l urd.,12 Bu".rl3 Ka1m.,

14, 
"nd 

Mog.15. rn Dag. the suff. is -¡r t -*d', cf'wgln'daughtersr from

wgin, wëlker' 'childrenr from élkgn, "t"'16 
Ùlonguor lacks this st'ffix'17

2a. The plural forns with Èhe suff. -*t function in a few cases as singu-

lar forms in llongolian but, except for cases of. pluralis mqjeetatís,\8

they have a different lexical meaning than t.he forms without -'¡¿. In

other words, -*t functions as a derivation suffix' forning nouns from

nouns' cf. Mo. ea;iíd'!Iígh official, ministerr, Kt¡' saíd id' fro¡o Mo'

sajin tgood,t, Kh. saín íd. resPectively; Urd ' kú'æet'child' ftom kõ'æen

rlittle boy, little girl, daughterr; Mo. onogead tscholar of the third

rank in the old chineee examination systemr - chin. ehín-shih from Mo'

o"ogsan tone who enteredrr nom. perf' of ol'o- tto go int'

The follor¡ing words are plural forms in origin but have the lexical mean-

ings of singular forms: l4o. arad, Kt.' ard rarad, a free nomad who has his

own household, a working persont from pre-classical l1o, an'an < haran

rperson, peopler; balgad tcity, cities' from balqasun 'cíEyti subud

'pearl, pearlsr i kitad'Chinese, slaver ftom *kitøt, cf' AT qytai -
qytú 1a people or nation whose chieftain founded the Kitan dynasty in

china (907-1125)'; dogéid ra cruel deity, cruel godsr fron dogéín'cruel,

tempestousr r etc.

some of these pluraL forns may have acquired their singular meanings from

having originally functioned as pluralía nqiestatís, e'g" Mo' tüéíned'

Kh. tuÁned toÊf icialr from l.lo. tliéínel, Rh, tuÃneZ 'off icialr.

2b. An interesting feature is Èhat the plural forms with the suff. -*t

take t,he suff. -ôi of professional names.19 Th" following examples are

known: Mo. qur.im-ud-öín,those invited Eo a wedding festivalr fron qa-

ní^;20 llrd, aurínútÉin ,those invited to a festivalt'21 sH nuntu'uôín

nuntu'ud + -ëin'those occupying â camp' ;22 xh. ørgtið rhunter' from ø¡-

g-ud, phut, of ø¡ twild animal, game'; Bur.Alar emúÉen rphysicianr from
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enúd, plur. of em rmediciner. 23

It. is possible that forms as noduðí'carpentert, qoniôi'shepherdr, etc.

in Mo. go back to 'rnodudði, *qonidéí respectively, with d of the plural

having disappeared as in Mo. oêi < preclaesical l4o. odôí'sparkr, Kh. oð-

< *odôí- tEo go away' (inÈensive verb) from od- tto go away'.

Nouns denoting professions are also derived from plural siems in the Bar-

guzin dialect of the Evenki language, e.g,, nanrTqlêi tcluttíett from nantnQ

fhide', -Z being the plur. suffix, a¡d -öí = Mo. -êi.24

2c. The suff. -*t occurs as a component of compound plural suffixes in
Mongolian. The compound suffixes can be classified inÈo two main groups,

namely, reduplieation of the suff. -*t, and compound suffixes with -'tt as

the second eÌement added to another pl-ural suffix.
A. Reduplication of -*¿. The suffix ís -l¿d - -ãt added to -d. It occurs

in most spoken Mongolian languages, cf. Kh. xla&d tkhang' from rãd (plur.

of. olan f khanr);25 urd. kúse[wt rchildrenr;26 B,rr. East æonícîtd, Bur. trlesÈ

soníhltd rsheepr;27 r"lt. mðntdûD'horsesr , noio6lD 'ptin"est.28
B. The suff. -*ú is found as the gecond conponent in several compound suf-

fixes.
l) Suff . -nar-ud' cf . Kh. Lømatúd'lamas' Lrom Lørmat íd, f.tom Larn,

l4o. bla-na < Tib. bla-na'lamar;29 B,rr. Lananatltd'tam"s'.30

2) suff. -nad where -d has replaced the final n of -nar', cf. SH ber'inet
f daughters-in-law';31 lur.Ekh . aîqwd 'elder brothersr, Bur.Bokh. d-naæd

'younger brotherst.32

3) Suff. -sûd - -sút < -8 + -ûd - -1¿t, cf. Kh. ereû¿ rúenr from ene

'meûf from ø¡? tmanr;33 K"lt. nörge-i\Ð thorsest, íkaeûÐ tche great onesr,

aalúsuÐ tyouths, young nenr.34

4) Suff ,l{o. -ëud, Kh. -¿ðt¿, Bur. -ðûd, etc. < -*êuL, -tÉ-uL' -éûL re-

Bpectively, with final Z replaced with -*ú, cf. Kh. dzalûtéltt f.tom dzalû-

téúL 'youths, young peopler Í.rom dzalú tyoungt; Bur. baiaáûd fton ba;jaéûL

'rich peopler from bajan ' iichr, etc.

The suff. -*ôuL goes back to -*öi of professional names to which the suff.

-Z with the connective element -*gú- ís tdd.d.35

3. The suff. -*t is also found in Turkic, namely, in AT, MI, Yak., and in

a few worde in other Tu. languages. It is taken by a few stens ending in

a vowel or ¿.
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The suff. -t was already rare i.n MT. The fev known exaoples are l1"l aLpa-

y¿¿¿ relice warriors who belonged to the retinue (plur.), hero, knight
(sing.)' from ahpa,¡u'hero, knight'r36 At urwvt rchief (?)' f.rom uru\u
ra [itle';37 nt fugít plur. of. teginta title added to the name of a

junior oember of a khan's faruilyr;38 er tarqøt'tarkhansr Í.rom tan'qan

ta tit1et.39

Of modern Tu. languages Yak. has preserved a number of forms wiÈh -¿. As

in AT and MT, such Yak. forms have often the sing. meaning. Cf. the fol-
lowing Yak. examplesz xotut tan assembly of woment f.rom aotun tmistress,

wife of the landlordti ojut'shåman' ftom oiun ið.i toiot'official' from

tojon 1 lord, manager, prince, officialtt kütüöt 'bridegroom' f.roro kütüö
fbrother-in-lawr; törþiit'the arrival of a young couple at the home of

their relativest, cf. Kaz. tönkün tthe relatives of the wifel, Èlo. tör-
kün íd,; Yak. sqjyt' sumers' from sa.i7n'sutner' (an instr. form of Tu.

ja¡l' tsumert)i kínít - kijít tdaughter-in-1ar.¡r from AT kelín íd.' eÈc.

3a. The Yak. suffix of professional names -sAt < -ëyt goes back to -*ðy
+ plur. suff. -¿r40 e.g., Yak. VrVasut tsingerr from yrya'song', balyk-
eyt ffishermanr from balyk ' fish', etc.

3b. The suff. -*ú occurs as a component of some Yak. compound plural suf-
fixes. These can be classified in tr.¡o groupsr namely, in compound suf-
fixes with -*t as the first component, and Èhe suff. -*ú added to another

plural suffix.
A. The suff. -*ü as the first component, cf. \ak. inä,ttti¡r'the younger

brotherst from *inät, p1ur. of \ak. íni tyounger brotherr, wiÈh the regu-

lar plur. suf.Í.. -Ldl, added; Mi.æs1.ttä.r 'old womenr f.rom èim?jsein told wonan'

< I'lo. enegëín tfemale of an animat'; tojotto¡' rlordsr f.rom tojot from to-
jon tLord, off icialt i kä.rgdttär rmemberg of a fanilyr from *kärgdt Erom

kãrgdn 'fa¡nilyt.41
B. The suff. -*t occurs as the second elemenÈ in the compound suffixes

-*gyt and -tat with ú replacing the final ¿ of the first components which

represent the plur. suffixes -*gyn and -+arr respectively.4z Cf. the fol-
lowing exanples: \ak, kyngytüar" rgirlst, plur. for¡r of /<!s 'girl' but

for¡ned from MT qyrq7n'female slave'r Èhe latÈer being a plural ín -*gyn;
\ak. ärdttä¡ tment from ö¡r tmant, cf . AT titün tmen, manr; Yak. uolatta"
'young men' from uo|'son', cf. l,f[ øllan'boys, boy'.43 In all Ehese cases

the plural matks -gyttar and -atta? are compound suffixes, each composed

of three elenents, nauely, -gytta! < -*gVn + -t + -Lan, -attan < -*üt +
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-t + -La?,

3c. Some fossilized plural forms have Èhe meaning of singular forms, e.g.,
MT una.¡ut tnomant¡ Chag. utø¿ut id., r.rith the suff . -ü from iutclu or
*unc1un, cf. Chag. ur,,¡aóg tvroman, fenale of an animal', Kaz. uryaéy íd,;
Tat. narat rpine treer, plur. of Mo. ne"esun id.; Trkm. süjt, Osm. süd,
yak. îtttmilkf , plur. of *sûn = llo. stin, Kh. eû 'milk' ;44 t b. jãü tyouch,

young manr, cf. MT jígit íð., plur. of Osn. jcigän'nephew, grandsonr, cf.
l4o. iíge, Kh, dzle rson of the sisterr.

3d. Some Turkic clan names, e.g., Khakas, Oirot, etc. ere obvious plural
forms in origin, e.g., Kha. btirüt, ingít, nürget;45 Oír. aq tttmat, telen-
güt, telergít, butut, írkit, aLmat, ôobot;46 Karakalpak qoyta.t, q¡jat,
éyllu,¡yt, "t".47
4. The Manchu-Tungus languages seem not Èo have preserved the consonant
*t at the end of syllables or words, and final ü in Evenki occurs only in
words which have lost their final *í or *u.48 For this reason, a final
vowel. is to be reconstructed in words of the type Ev. Ømtt tlaket.

There are some Ev. clan names ending in n in the singular, and ü in the
plural. Some of them are of foreign origin and must have been taken over

at the tine after the disappearance of the final *i and *¿. Such names

are asiuagat, dolot, nogat, sa"tot, ulet, haranût (all of Mo. origin),
brøgat, twnat (both of Yak. origin), dorgot (of Dolgan origin).49 Tho""

Ev. clan names r¿hich are not foreign are found in areas inhabited either
by Buriats or YakuÈs, ¿nd therefore are probably Bur. or Yak., respec-
tively, forms of the clan names in question. Iùhat is meant here is that
the names may be naÈive Tungus but their grarmatical forms may be either
Bur. or Yak. like Turks or díe Türken are English or German, respectively,
plural forms of ?ü¡"k r¡hich is the native Turkish word, its Turkish plural
forrn being Tütkler,. Such clan nanes are dule_gat, kaêit, kuëít, riqnat (all
in Bur. areas), kínjagat, koltagat, ngngt, ñinagat, riurmagat, poóogot
(all in Yak. areas).50 Cor,""q,rently, the existence of the plur. suff -t
directly added, without additional elements, to stems in Evenki cannot be

Proven.

l,le have seen that Èhe Mo. suff. -d is added, i.a., to steús ending in n,
and replaces the latter. In Tungus, stems ending in ¿ take the suff. -r.,
e.g., oro? rreindeerr ftom oron. Ramstedt has expressed the ternpting opin-
ion that this -¡r mighÈ have developed from -*d < -*t.51 However, che de-
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velopment -*t > *d > ro is unknown in Tng., not to mention that Ma. -rí í¡

mafaní rgrandfathersr from mafa, anð møtarí tgrandrnothersr from møna shows

that the suffix originally t¡as -*r'i which is to be compared with Tu' -¿

< -*rá which Räsänen hes reconstrrr"c"d.52

The conclusion drawr from the above discussion is that Ehe suff. -*t has

not survived as such in Manchu-Tungus. However, it is possible that -'rt

can be traced as the first element of compound suffixes'

Thus, Ev., Lamut, and Negidal have the rare compound suff. -tiZ53 which

is taken only by Èhree nouns, namely, øt¡'n tfathet', eñ7n rmotherr, and

akln reLder brother'.55 rt is tempting to analyse -til as -*¿ + plur.

suff. -Z with the connective vowel -i-. Hor"ever' such an analysis is to

be rejected because, in correct transcription, the suffix is not -tíL blur

-tTL,56 Consequently, if the final Z can be idenÈified as the plur. suff.

-2, the other component of the suff. ís -t1- which Benzing regards as an

ancient suffix of the dual which is still found in words as Ev. ínnektl
ra pair of saddle bagsr from ¿runnk.57 The suff . -tl probably goes back co

-*taí because 7 is the usual development of ancient i-diphthongs. I'lenges

divides -*t|L í¡ -*ta + y2,58 tlthough after a vor¿el the plur. suff is
*Z but not -*iZ, i.e., it does not have a connective vowel' Thereforet

-*taí + -*Z is better.

Ramstedt compared Ev. -t¿l with Ko. -tíL, cL. sq?Ø'díL'people'r59 the

plural mark -tíL having been identified - with a question mark - with Tu.

üür rspecies, kindr60 which identification raises doubts'

The conclusion from the above discussion is Èhat Ev. -tll has oothing

cormon "ith -*¿.61 It cân be added that the element -tT- ca¡ be compared

r¡ith Mo. -üai r¡hich forms possessive nouns, e.8., tlo. aqatai thaving an

elder brotherr.

4a. A compound Ev. suffix which contains -tt ís -tin of the 3rd p. plur.

of verbal forms based on verbal nouns or particíples ru' ","., tñôãtín

ç,ñ-ëA-*í-t?) 'they killedt, uñ\a¡'þtín (uã-ïøtlã-t-í-n) rthev will killr '

The suff, -tín is analysed as -*ú of the plural + -n of the 3rd p. (cf.

iI-n this houser) with the connectíve vov¡e1 -i-.1he Ev. verbal forms of

Èhe type úA-óA-*í-n are formed exactly as the Buriat (Aiar) f.orms iet'-
be-d rthey camet, ier-ne-d rthey comet, .t..63 The suff. -üi¿ serves also

as the possessive suffix of the 3rd p. plur., e.g., ilt-tín'their house',
ó4 i."., one house but several possessors, like Turkisn kítaplary tthei.r
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bookr (but also rhis booksr).65 ftr other words, the suff. -*¿ in \û-t-í-n
is added to ãã rhouser bu! indicates the plurality of possessors' noÈ the

plurality of objects possessed. However, r¡hereas Turkish forms as kítap-
Lary ate anbiguous as far as their exact meaning is concerned, the Ev.

forms are not, cf. Ev. jú-tin ttheir houser - \ît-L-tin rtheir houses',
jã-re 'his house' - !û-L-i-n'his housest.66

lAbbreviations: AT - AncienÈ Turkic, Bur. - Buriat, Bur.Bokh. - Buriat
of Bokhan, Bur.Ekh. - Ekhirit dialect of Buriat, Chag. - Chagatay,
Dag. - Dagur, Engl. - English, Ev. - Evenki or Er¡enki, Kalm. - Kalmuck,
.Kaz. - Kazakh, Kh. - Khalkha, Kha. - Khakas, Ko. - Korean, Leb. - Lebed'
Ma. - I*lanchu, Mo. - Script Mongolian, Ìtog. - Moghol, ÙtT - Middle Turkic,
l"ltt. - Muqaddínat al-Adab, oir. - oirot, osm. - Osman, Sl1 - Secret Hísto-
rA, Tat. - Volga Tatar, Tib. - Tibetan, Tng. - Tungus, Trkm. - Turkmen-
ian, Tu. - Turkic, Urd. - Urdus (Ordos), Yak. - Yakut.
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