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An Egyptian Late Middle Kingdom stela in the
Finnish National Museum at Helsinki

BY

Rostisnav HonTHonk

The oriental collection of the Finnish National Museum at Hel-
sinki (Helsingfors) includes one hitherto unpublished Egyptian stela !,
NM 9176, which was acquired by the museum in April 1930. It has
previously been in the possession of Mr. Paven Scuocnin, a dealer
of antiquities in Helsinki. How and where it came into his posses-
sion is unfortunately not known.

Dimenstions: 480 X 275 % 45 millimetres.

Material: Timestone with traces of yvellow and brown paint.

Owner: »Butler with-permission-to-enter ITy».

Provenance: Unknown (possibly Abydos).

Date: Tate Middle Kingdom.

Deseription: The stela NM 9176 (cf. Figs. 1 and 2) is of rather poor
workmanship, its figures as well as its hieroglyphs being executed
in sreliefs en creux», Stylistically it represents a type common in
the Middle Kingdom cemeteries of Kgypt,® and is an example of
stelae which Hayes ® dates to the period of artistic decadence during
the XIIT dynasty. Present stela has a rounded top and is divided

1 Two stelae and a coffin from this collection have previously been published
by Prof. 1, Lieblein (cf. LiesrLein 1873, pp. 71/74, Pls, XVIII: 6 and X XII: 18).
The stelae are, however, plaster casls of originals inTallinn museum (cf,
Turatey 1899, pp. 117—217), lost during the last war.

? Lance & Scuirer 1902—1928, 1—4, Boesen 1909, SpieceELernrc &
Pirtyer 1902 and ExceLsach 1922,

8 Haves 1953, p. 354, Fig. 227,
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into four horizontal rows. It belongs to a rather rare type of stelae
where a commoner is represented together with a deity on the
»place d’honneur» of the stela .

1st row (the rounded top): A $n sign between two »wedjat» eyes.

2nd row: The main text:

L. hip di nsw Mnw Hr nht di.f pri-hrw (m) ¢ hnkt kw ipdw §s mnht
hi nb(t)

2. nfrt wbt nht ntr Im n k2 n owdpw-k l"y m} -hrw

3. msn S;t-jy m) t=hrw v ndmy-r hwt-ntr Nhaawo®™® m-hrwo

Translation:

»A boon which the king gives to Min, Horus the powerful 2, that
he may give an invocation offering of bread, beer, oxen, fowl, ala-
baster (vessels) and clothing as well as every good and pure thing
on which a god lives, to the 'double’ of the butler with-permission-
to-enter Iy? justified, born from Sat-Iy 4 justified, begotten by
the overseer of the temple [enu ®, justified.»

3rd row: The adoration scene: A figure of a man wdpw- ‘k 1"’-_;;
m}-hrw »the butler with-permission-to-enter Iy, justified», standing
in front of a table of offerings and burning incense to Min. The god
is represented here for some reasons in an unorthodox manner
without a beard ®.

Behind the figure of Min are his attributes — a temple or shrine
with a somewhat misshaped $hnt pole? standing in front of it.

! Vandier 1954, pp. 971., with references,

# »Min, Horus the powerfuls is the local form of Min from Ipu (Achmim)
as a »Gastgotly in Abydos (cf. Krrs 1941, pp. 150/200/335). Several Middle
Kingdom stelae from Abydos mention this god e.g. Lancr & Scuirer 1902 —
1928, 4., Pls, XVI: 188, XLVII: 601 and XLVIII: 612, Haves 1953, p. 345,
Fig. 227 upper left,

3 RANKE 1935, p. 8: 11.

* 1bid. p. 285: 14. »Iy’s daughters,

® A corrupted form of Hnw (cf. RankEe 1935, p. 242: 2 and 4), of, Figs. 8
and 4 where Lhe name is spelled correctly.

¢ For the figure of the god cf. BLeeker 1956, pp. 45 ff./78 ff.

T GarpINER 1950, p. 467: 44, KLens 1922, Fig. 3, and WAINWRIGHT 1935,
pp. 165 f.
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4th row: The family scene: To the left a man, with no accompany-
ing inseription, probably Iy himself, seated on a chair. In front of
him is a woman kneeling and drinking from a beaker. She is nbt
pr Sbl-htp m)‘t-hrw »the lady of the house Sebek-hetep !, justified».
To the right from her are Ty's parents, imy-r hwt-ntr Nhnw™® m}*-hrw
hmt.f® Sit-Iy m} t-hrw »the overseer of the temple Ilenu (cf. Note
5 p. 4), justified, (and) his wife Sat-Iy, justified».

Dating: As already stated this stela could be dated for stylistical
reasons to the XIIT dynasty. This hypothesis is also confirmed by
the evidence of a god on a private stela as well as by the fact that
a commoner is offering to the god in a manner which one would, on
the basig of the offering formula, assign to a king. Both cases signify
the democratization of the kingship and religion which occurred in
the Late Middle Kingdom in Egypt 3.

Other monuments: The butler Iy is also known from two other
sources. He is the anthor of another stela, Stuttgart Museum N:o 461 4
(now in Titbingen 3), and he is mentioned on the stela of his parents,
Stuttgart Museum N:o 465 ©,

The first mentioned stela (cf. Fig. 3) is introduced by a prayer
formula addressed to »Osiris, lord of Busiris, the great god, lord of
Abydos ». Here Iy is represented as the son of Henu, who causes
the name of his father to live, presenting offerings to his parents.
Besides Iy himself, his parents and his wife Sebek-hetep 8, this
stela also mentions his brother Henu and his sisters Hetep ® and

! RAnNKE 1935, p. 305: 6 and Note 8 this page.

* A lransposition of signs.

MtvLLer 1933, pp. 198 1.

SPIEGELBERG & Porryer 1902, p. 20, Pl X1: 19,

5 Tor this information I am indebted to Dr. R. Moss, Oxford.
S SpregeLpErc & Piortaer 1902, pp. 5 £, PL IV: 8.

-

7 Despite the fact thal the provenance of the Stuttgart stelae is nol known,
it can be guessed due to the typical abydian prayer [ormula.

8 The fact that Sebek-hetep occurs on this stela, among Iy’s sisters, as well
as on the Helsinki stela (cf. Note 11) where the sisters are omitted, indicates
that Sebek-hetep must have been Ty's wife.

® Ranke 1935, p. 86.
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Iudi® as well as their friends »the intendant and chief of the build-
ing works ® Sehetep-ib ?, his(?) wife »the lady of the house Im (?) %,
sthe lady of the house Didit-Anuket ® and »the bowman (?) Dy .
The last row of this stela mentions a man 7 Ptah-ankh 8, his (?)
brothers Ty and Ilenu and »the lady of the house Iu-ef-neferu(?) %.
These persons are probably the friends or children of the butler Iy
or of his brother Henu.

As to its workmanship, this stela resembles that of the Helsinki
stela to such an extent that there seems to be no doubt about their
being executed by the same artist and thus contemporary.

The stela of Iy's parents (cf. Fig. 4), on the other hand, is stylist-
ically of a much finer workmanship than those of Iy. This difference
and the fact that it belongs to Iy's parents make one believe that
it is of an earlier date. This suggestion is also supported by the
omission of Iy’s wife, Sebek-hetep. Besides Iy's father, »Henu,

! This name is certainly identical with Tudu (cf. Note 1 p. 7) mentioned in the
stela Stuttgart N:o 465 (cf. Fig. 4). Both SpieceELBERG & PinTner 1902, and
Ranke 1935, p. 19: 2, assign this name to a man, but in the original (cf, Fig. 3)
it is clearly assigned to a woman although the text is partly obliterated,

* Henck 1958, p. 86.

¥ RAnKE 1935, p. 318: 1.

* Reading uncertain. Possibly to be read I; or Ti: (ef. Ranke 1935, p.
389: 22).

5 Or »Anukel-didits, ef. Rankr 1935, p. 403: 9.

® No parallels for the name. Instead of iry pdt the title iry < is expected in
this context (cf. Herck 1958, pp. 252—268) but the traces on the original do
not support this suggestion,

? The title is corrupt. It is possibly connecled with :m »Syrian slaves (cf.
Haves 1955, pp. 92 1.), whose functions could be related to those of a butler
(ef. Cairo stela 20231). This title occurs on stelae from the northern cemetery
of Abydos (cf. Lange & Schiifer 1902—1928, 1—4, Cairo stelae Nos. 20231,
20103, 20392).

® Ranke 1935, p. 138: 20,

® Reading uncerlain, The name seems to be of analogous construction as
the woman’s name la.f $nb(w) she comes healthys (cf. Raxke 1935, p. 16: 1)
and should be read fw.f nfre she comes beautifuls.
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born from Tudu?, justified», and mother »Sat-Iy, born from Ww?,
justified», also the titles of Iy, his brother Ienu and his sisters
Hetep and Tudu are mentioned. The title of Iy is merely wdpw »the
butler» and that of his brother is w‘b »the priesty. Their sisters are
ladies of the houses. All persons on this stela are indicated as de-
ceased. 1t is probable that the epithets »justified» were added to the
names »in advance» at the time when the persons were still alive.

The epithet %: The % alone used as an epithet mainly occurs in
the titles of two localities of Egypt, namely at Abydos and Edfu.
At Abvdos it is usually connected to wdpw?® and at Edfu usually
to wh? In one case at Bdfu the ‘% is connected to the title ‘hwty
In ' and translated as a separate title »a valiant warrior, an "enterer’
of Edfu». The same translation is rendered also when ‘k stands
together with b ®, In this case the rendered translation seems, how-
ever, to be insufficient,

As Helek 7 states wdpw was a rather low official of the foodsupplies
department of the palace, his activities being probably restricted
to certain localities of his department. The activities of a w'b were
probably also limited to certain localities of the temple. There are
indications that the duties of a w'b were, at least in later times,
partly related with those of a butler ® If seems evident that &k when
standing together with such titles as wdpw or wb should not be
treated as a separate title »enterer» or »intimate», but as Faulkner ®

1 Ranke 1935, p. 19: 3. ludu, Iy’s sister is identical with Iudi, mentioned
on the stela, Stuttgart N:o 461 (cf. Note 1 p. 6).

® [bid. p. 77: 5—6, states that this name is a man’s name during the Middle
Kingdom. In the present case it clearly refers Lo a woman, Ww nit-hro v"Ww,
justified (f.)».

% Lance & ScuHArenr 1902—1928, 1, pp. 172 ff., (Cairo stela 20147) and
Ibid., 2, p. 345 (Cairo slela 20718),

1 EnceLpAcH 1922, pp. 132 f.

5 Gunn 1929, (Cairo stela 52456).

§ EnceLsacu 1921, pp. 65 1.

7 Hevck 1958, pp. 255 ff.

8 (GARDINER 1947, p. 43% and Lerepure 1928, p. 43.

? FavLknyenr 1964, p. 50.
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correctly assumes, as an epithet signifying a privilege achieved by
an official to enter localities not accessible for him earlier.

If the suggestion that the stela Stuttgart N:o 465 (Fig. 4) is older
than the stela NM 9176 is correct, it seems evident that ‘% has been
added to Iy’s title later, and that wdpw “k is thus to be considered
as a higher rank of wdpw.

In this case ‘k should be translated as »with-permission-to-enter»
or simply »privileged».

The family tree of Ty: (Names in italics refer to men.)

I: (¥) T Tudu Ty (?) —I Ww
| PE—
11 Henu  +— Sat-Iy
v v \ ¥
111 Hetep Iudu =~ Henu Iy Sebek-hetep

1V (?) Henu Iy




Bibliography:

BrLeeker, C. Jouco,
1956 Die Geburt eines Gottes, Leyden.
Boeser, P, A, A,
1909 Egyptische Verzameling te Leiden. 1. Steles, *Gravenhage.
ExceLBacH, R.,
1921 Report on the inspectorate of Upper Egypt from April 1920 lo
March 1921. Annales de Service des Antiquités de J’Egyple (ASA). 21,
pp. 61—76.
1922 Steles and tables of offerings of the late Middle Kingdom from
Tell Edft. ASA. 22, pp. 113—138 with PL
FavLkner, R. O,
1964 A econeise dietionary of Middle Egyptian. Oxford.
Gunn, B,
1929 A Middle Kingdom stela from Edfu. A54. 29, pp. 5—14.
GArpINER, Sir A, H.,
1947 Anetent Egyptian Onomastica. 1. Oxford.
1950 Egyptian Grammar. 2nd ed. Oxford.
Haves, W. G,
1953 The Scepter of Egypt. 1. New York.
1955 A Papyrus of the Late Middle Kingdom. Brooklyn.
HeLck, W.,
1958 Zur Verwaltung des Mittleren und Neuen Reiches. Probleme der
Agyptologie. T111. Leiden— Kaln,
Kees, H.,
1941 Der Gétterglaube im Alten Aegypten. Leipzig.
Kress, L.,
1922 Die Reliefs und Malereien des Mittleren Reiches. Heidelberg.
Lance & SCHAFER,
1902—1928 Grab und Denksteine des Mittleren Reiches. 1—4. Cata-
logue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée de Caire. V1. Berlin,
Liesremn, L.,
1873 Die Aegyptischen Denkmidler in St Petersburg, Helsingfors, Upsala
und Copenhagen. Christiania.



10 RosTtrsvay HoLTHOER
MiLLer, II. W,,
1933 Die Totendenksteine des Mittleren Reiches. Mitteilungen des deut-
sehen Instituts fiir Agyptische Altertumskunde in Kairo. Band 1V, Kairo.
Ranke, H,,
1935 Die Agyptische Personennamen. 1. Gliickstadt.
SrieceLBErG, W., & Pirrner, B,
1902 Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine aus Siiddeutschen Samm-
lungen. 1. Strassburg,
Turatev.,, B. A,
1899 Opisanie Egipetskih pamjatnikov v russkih muzejah i sobranjah.
Zapiski Klassideskago Otdelenija Imperatorskago Russkago Arheologi-
deskago Obschestva. St. Pelershurg.
VANDIER, J.,
1954 Manuel d’ Archéologie Egyptienne. 2: 1, Paris,
Wainwricur, G. A.,
1935 Some celestial associations of Min. Journal of Egyptian Archaeo-
logy. XX.




gyptian Late Middle Kingdom stela

An E

>
TEA

Figure 1. The stela of Iy (NM 9176).
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figure 2. The stela of Ty (NM 9176). 1Tand copy.
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Figure 3. The stela of Iy (Stuttgart N:o 461).
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