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An Egyptian Late Mtddle Kin$dom stela in the
Finnlsh National Museum at Helslnki

Rosrrsr,lv Hor,rRonn

The orient¿l collcction of the Finnish National Musetnn at Hel-

sinki (I'telsingfols) includcs one hitherto unpublishcd Egyptian stela I,

NM 9176, which rvas accluilcd. by the musel¡ltì in April 1930. It has

previously been in the possession of Mr. P¡tYltL ScnctclutN, a dealer

of antiquitics in l'Ielsinki. Horv and u'hcre it cilme iltto his posses-

sion is unfortun¿r.tcly not knowrt.

I)imonsiotts; 480 X 276 x 45 nrillimetres.

Iúaterial: Limestotte with traces of yellon' a,ttd brorvu paint.

Otona': ¡rllntlcr rvith-permissiott-to-cntcr Tyr.

P¡'ortenrn¿ce : Unknown (possibly Abydos).

Date: Late Midalle Kingdon.
Descri,¡ttion,: The stela l{I}I 9176 (cf. Figs. I lnd 2) is nf rather poor

lrnlkmanship, its figrrres irs n'ell as its hieroglyphs beitt¡4 exeeuted

in ureliefs en creuxD. Stylistically it reprcsents l, type conmolt i¡t

the Mirklle Kingilom ccnreteries of Egypt,z and is an examplc of

stelire which Hayes 3 dates to the per:iorl of nrtistic decaclence during

thc XIII dyna,st-v. Present stela hns ¡r ronndett top atttl is tlivirled

t 'l'wo stelae and a coffin from this colloction have previously been published

by Prof. I. Lieblein (cf. Lrnnr,rrs l87ll,pp. 7ll74,Pls. X\¡III: 6 and XXII: 18).

The stelae are, ìrowevor, plaster casls ol originals inTallinn mttseum (cf.

TUR¡rBv 1899, pp. ll7-2171, lost during the last tvar.
I Lrxcn & Scniren 1902-1928, 1-4, Ronsnn 1909, llp¡n<¡nlnRnc &

Piinrrnn 1902 tnd Et¡cet,s,tcH 1922.
s ll,rvus 1953, p. 354, Fig. 227.
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into foul lrorizont¿rl ro\\ß. It belongs to ¿r r,irthcl ra.rc tyl)e of stel¡re

wlìere ¿ù conìnìonrrl is replesentcd tngetlulr. l'ith ¿ <leity ou the
lpllce rl'lronnctrt'l of thc stel:r l.

lst nr\\' (the rounclcrl top): A frr sign b.tr\.ecu trvo lrvedjat)) oyes.
gnrl rotv: 'lhe nrilitr text:
l. l¡l:]t dì níto n[mrt \Ir uþt dí,.1 7nt-l|no (nr) t hl/.:l A:ito ipùt,,{.s nrrrl3f

bt nlt(t)

2. rtlrt to'I¡t'túú nþ. înt rr /il rr rld;¡rrrr-'fi ìy nt,,-¡rtt
ts. nrí n ,5;f-Ìy lr;'f-t-u'rr ¡ì. rr irrr.r¡-r ftlrl-rrlr N/nno*¡" tnl,-lrrto
Tr¡ursl¿tirtu:

rr\ born n'hich thc king givcs to tr[in, rlolns thc ¡rorverful s, ilrat
Itc tttit¡' givc an ilrvuc¡ltion offerirrg of breltl, bcer, oxen, forvl, tla-
b¿lstcr (r'.sscls) ¡.nrl ckrthing as n'cll as e\¡erv good iur<l lrurc ilring
ort u'lrit:ìr a gorl lives, to thrr 'rloublo' of tho butler rvith-permission-
to*rntct Ir¡ 3, iustified, bonr from sat-Iy {, iustifiorl, bcgotterr ln'
thc ovet'seet of thc tor¡11,¡,, l.l.cnu t, ,jrrstificd.,r

lìrd lnn':'l'lte nrlrlr¿rtioÌì st,errr': ,,\ figure.f ir ma.rr rul,pu-'1,,'i¡¡
¡lrl'-l3r'rrr lthc butler nith-perrlrissiun-to-rrrrter Iv, ,instilierl'r, stirnrling
irt ftunt of ¡r t¿ble of offerirrgs ilnd brrrlring ilìccnse to }lin. .l.lur g,rl
is rcprr.,settterl hotc fot' sotììr ì't'¡ts( )ns ilt iut tulrlrthorlox ntiùnn(,t'

lvitltorrt ir. ltca.rd B.

lJehirrrl the figule of [[in a,re lris irttrihutes - a tcur¡rle or. shriu'
rvitlt ¡t rirlnìr'wh'tt trrisslt¿ltetl .rrlr¡f polc? sta¡rli'g in fr.¡rt ,f it.

t Yanrliet. 1954, pp. 07f,, with rcferences.
r,rMin, llon¡s tlre ¡rowarfuh is tlrc local form of lflin fronr Ipu (:\c[rnir¡f

as a o(iastgott'r in Ab.ytlos (cf. Iilrrs tSil, pp. 150/100/885). Several l\tirldlc
Itingdour stelae fro¡l Âb.yrlos r¡rcntion thisgotl c.g. L,rlcn c\. liclrÃrnn llX)2
1928,4., I'ls. \\'l:188, Xl.\'ll: 601 and XLVIII:612, Il,rr.rrs 195:t, ¡r.:14i,
!'ig. !:!7 upper left.

t Ilr:yxn 1935, ¡r. 8: I l.
{ lbid. ¡r. 285:14. rrly's daughteu.
6 A couupl,crl form of Hnrv (cf. R¡xxr: lg:J5, ¡r, 242:2 ¡rnrl 4), cf. l'igs. :t

il¡r(l 4 Ìvhere l,he ¡ralna is spelled rxrrectly.
6 !'or the figune of the god cf. IJlnnrnn 1956, ¡r¡r. 4,,, ff .ljg ff,
? (ìÀnDtrnR 1950, p, 467¡ t¡4, Iir.nus lg2Z, Fig. 3. ancl \\!,rrrrvnrr;rrr lgB5,

pp. 165 f.
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4tlr rorv: 'l'lrrr filmily scene: rlro the left ¿ì ln¿uì, rvith uo acounrp¿ìn\'-

ing inscriptiou, ¡lrobably Iy hinrself, stl:ltett on a ch¿rir. In fi'ont of

hinr is ír \yoma,n kneeling ¿rnd tlrinhing frour a beaker. She is tbú

pr Nb/"-htp rnl't-l.¡.rrrr rrthe ll.cly of tlte house Sebekìetep 1, ,iustifiedl.
'l'o the right fi'onr hcr a.r'e Iy's pa.rents, hny-r l¡ml-rrll N{rrrro'¡t nr.i'-f.rro

hmt.f z ,\;t-ly nti t-þ,no rthc overseel of the tcnple llcnu (cf. Notc

õ p. 4), justifierl, (and) his rvife Sat-ly, justifiertu.

Dulin¡1: Âs already statcrl this sttl¡L coultl be d¿rted for stylistical
le¡ìsons to the XIII dlnirstv. This hypothcsis is ¿rìso coufitmert bv
the cvirtencc of a god on a privatr. stel¿l ¿s n'ell n.s by the firct tltat
¡r. tìr)nurìorer is offerin¡r to tlur gotl in ¿r rìanner u'hich orìc\Íould,orl
the basis of the offering frtrnurlir, ussign to a king. Both c¿ues signify

thc ck.nroclirtiz¡ltirxr r¡f tlre kingship ir,ncl religiotr rvhich o(iûttn'ed in

tho Lilte lltidctle l{ingclrm in Eg¡'pt 3.

ot,her nto¡t,u¿¡¿nls.''lhc butlct'Iv is ¿llso knorvrt frorn tno otltel
s(,ru'ces. He is the authol of ¿uotlurl stcla, Stuttg¿n't Mnseunr N:o 461 a

(norv in illtibingen õ), and lre is ruolrtitrned on the stel¿r of his parents,

Stuttga.rt Nluseum N:o 4(iõ o.

'l'hc first mcntionerl stcla (cf. F'iS. :j) is introrlttrrerl by a, prayel'

fornrula ¿rdrlressed to rl0sit'is, lorcl of J3usiris, the grciLt gocl, lord of

Abvdr¡s ?,r. IJere Iy is re¡lreserrted as the son of [.l.enu, s'ho causes

the nalnc of his father to live, pleseuting offeriugs to his ptuents.

llesirles Iy hirnself, his parcnts and his rvife Sebek-hetep 8, this

stcl¿l ¡rlso nrcntions his brother llenu anrl his sisttrls llete¡r e irrrrl

I lì¡rxr: t!35, p. 305:6 antl Noto I this page.
I Å lranspositirrn of signs.
Itlli'llun 191ì3, pp. 198 f.
I Sprrir;ur¡rnc & Pônr:rr:n ltlO!, p. :10, lrl. X[: 10.

6 ltor this information I am indobtorl to DH. R. lloss, oxfnrd.
e Sprr¿cnr,nrnc & Piinrxnlr l.(10!, ¡rp.5 f., Pl. l\': 8.

7 L)espite Lhe far:,t that l,he pr(ìverì¿m(1e of l,he Stul,t.ga¡'t stel¿rc is rtol, knon'n,

il can he guessed due to the ty¡rical all.ydian pra¡'er formula.
I I'ho fact that Sebek-hete¡r occurs on this stela, among ly's sisl,ers, as rvell

as o¡r the Ìlelsinki stela (cf. Note ll) rvhere the sisters are ornitttxl, indicates

llrat, tiebek-hotep must have been ly's rvife.
s lìanke 1935, p, 86.
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ludi 1 a"s \üell as thefu' frientls rthe intenrt¿nt anrl chief of the buikl-
ing wolks I Sehetep-ib 8, his(?) s,ife ¡the lacly of the housc In (?) ar,

rthe lady of the housc Ditlit-Anuket ör und rthe borvm¿ur (i/) Dy 0n.

'fhe last ro\r' of this stel¿ mentions il m¿ul 7 Pta.h-ankh s, his (?)

brotherr Iy ancl llcnu and uthe ludy of the house ht-cf-neferu(?) 0r.

These persuns itre probably the fricnds or children of the builer Iy
or of his brother llerlu.

As to its workmanship, this stela resenrbles th¿t of tho llclsinki
stela to such an extent tha,t there seems to bc no doubt ¿bout ilreir
being executed by thc same artist and thus contentpoÌ¿uy.

The stela of ly's parents (cf. Fig. 4), on the other hancl, is stylist-
ioally of il uruch finer rvorknilnship than those of Iy. This <lifferencc

¿uct the fact th¿rt it belongs to ly's pa.rents rn¿rke one believc thut
it is of an elrliet' date. This suggestion is ¿rlso supportcd by thc
unrission of ly's 'n'ife, Sebek-hetep. tsesides ly's fnther, DHeuu,

¡ 'l'his narne is certainly identioal with ludu (cf. Note I p. l) montioned in the
stela Stuttgarl, N:o /165 (cf. Fig. 4). tsoth Sp¡ncr¡,¡snc & pönr¡ren 1902, and
ll¡nxn 1935, p. 10: 2, assign this name to a ntan, but in the original (cf. Fig. B)

it is clearly assigned to a rvo¡¡ran although the text is parily obliterated.
t Het,cr 1958, p. 86.
I RA¡¡rs 1935, p. 3t8: 1.
I lìeading uncer[ain. Possibly to be read I¡ or Tit (cf. lìrnxn 1935, ¡r.

389: 22).
6 Or roAnukct-didito, cf. [ì¡*rir: 1985, p. 408: $.
G No parallels lor the nanro. Instead ol lry ¡r{l the title lry ,t is expected in

lhis context (cf. llulcx 1958, pp. Z52-26S) but tho tracee on the original do
not support, this suggestion.

? The title is trrrrupt. It is possibly connecl,ed rvit,h l¿¿ risyrian slavel (cf.

llryes {955, pp. 9t f,), whosc funcl,ions could be relaterl to thoso of abutler
(cf. Cairo stola 201:ì1). This title occurs (,n stolae fronr the nort,hern cemetery
of Abydos (cf. Lange & Schiifer t90Z-1928, 1-lr, Cairo stelae Nos.202Sl,
:10103,20392).

t R,r¡vrs 1935, p. l38l 20.
0 Reading uncertain. The nane seems to be of analogous construction as

the rvoman's name ln,.f óúftu) rhe comes hoalthyo (cf. R.r:vrr rg35, p. 16: l)
and should be read Ìw.f nlnv rhe comes beautifulo.
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llolu ftont ludrtl, jttstifietll, ¿uÌtl Ìì(,thcl'uStr.t-Iy, boltt frrlnt lllto2,

justifietl,r, ¿tlso the tiths of Iv, his brotlter l{entt ¿utd his sistets

Ilcte¡r ¡r.rtd Ittdtt ¿tre llltrtttioltetl. Tlttt titlc of [y iS rrttrrely mdptr ltlttr

lrutlcr',r antl l,ltat r¡f his brother is tr'l¡ >tltc pt'iestu. Thoil sisten itre

rl¿rrlir,'s of tlte ltouscl. All persotrs ou tltis stcl¿r ¿tt'tl intlitl¿tetl ¿s rlo-

rucascd. lt is ¡nrrba.blrr th¿rt thc etrithets rjustifiedu s'el'e ¡rtltled to tltc

rr¿un{rs rirt ¿trlva,ltt':el ¿rt the timc n'helt tlte pot'sotts 'rverc still alive.

Tlrt epithct 'þ: 'l'lte 'Àr akute uscd ¿s iur epithet rnu.inly oo(rllls ilì

tlre litles of trvo l¡lcalities of Ilgy¡lt, nilntely itt.,\b1'dos and lJclftt.

,{t Âtrvrlos it is rrstt¿llv cotutrtttetl to tt:¿lptt:t ¿lnrl ¡lt Etlftt ttsunlly

to rrr'b a. In ono ciwe ¿tt Ertfu thc 'lc is tltlttnected to tlte title '/¡'rlft/
/irr õ ittttl tnltslittctl itS il Separitte titlc u¡r v¡liant Wa.Il'ior, iul '(lnterer'

of lùlful. The satnc transl¿rtiolt is lcnelcl'ed nlso n'hcn '{c stlrrrds

togctlter rvitlt ¿rr'b 0' In this c¿l-stl tlte Lt'lttlrt'etl traltslation seerìs. llolt-
cr'ßt, to bc irrsrtfficieltt.

,\s Helck ? stirtes ¿{ìdPr \rirs ¿r rather krrv offici¿tl of tltc footlstrpplics

rlrr¡nrtment of thc pi¡litrr, his activitics beittg ¡rt'obitblv rcstl'itrtetl

trr rrrrrtitilt klcalities of ltis dc¡r;tt'tl¡¡trttt. 'fhc ¿rtltivities of il lt"lt wt'ltr

plobilblv ¡ilso liurited to ccrtiliu krr,¡rlitirs of tltc tent¡rle.'I'hetc nlrr

iudic¿ltions thilt the dtttitrs of ¿r tr'l¡ \\'flle, ¿ìt lritst ilt litter titttes,

¡rartly rrdated lvitlt thtlse of ¡t lltttlcrs' [ts(xìllìsevittcnttlt¡tt'l':rvhen
stiltttlilrg to¡¡cther n'ith sttr.h titles ru tld¡rtr,' ttt' ¡¡'b sltottlt[ nrlt lle
trc¡tterl its it sr)p¿u'iltc title lcnteret'r r¡t' ¡rirttitttitttrl, llttt as F¿ttlllillr,rl' e

I Iì,r¡ru 11r35, p. l9l 3. lttrltt, l.v's sistel'is itlcntirral wi[h Iudi, ntcrttionctl

ott l.lte stela, Stuttgart N:tr /r{ìl (r:f. Note I p.61.
e Ibitt. p, 7î: lt-(t, states that this narne is a r¡ran's nantc tlrtritr¡ç the trlidcllc

liingrloru. In l,lte ¡tresent casc it tlcarly refers to a wolll¿ltì' ll'a'r¡¡l'f-ltrrt"r\\¡lv,
justified (f.)r.

I l,¡irc¡: & Sct¡itrun l1l0:¿-l9:¿8, l, pp. t7t ff., ((lairo stela ;ll)lrr7) anrl

Ibid., 2, p. 3(5 ((iailo stela ;10718).

'1 Iltcnl,n,rr:rr 192'.1, pp. l:l:l f.
5 Cju¡¡r l$29, (Cairo stela 52(56).
6 ll:rcrr,s,tcn l92l, pp. ti5 f.
? llr:lcx 1958, ¡rp. 255 ff.
t (i¡norrnn 1947, P. 43* and L[rDBtrnD l.j:18, p. t3.
o F¡tlt¡snn 11164, p.5tl.
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coûectly âssumes, as an epithet signifying ¿ù privilege ¿chieved by

an official to enter localities not accessible for him earlier.

If the euggestion that the stela Stuttga¡t N:o 466 (FiS. ¿) is older

than the stela NM 9176 is correct, it seems evident that 'þ has been

addett to Iy's title later, anil that wilptn 'þ ie thus to be considered

as a higher rank of uil,pul.

In this case 'þ shoulal be transltr,tetl as rwith-pcrmission-to-enteru

or eimply rprivilegedn.

Th.e fømitU t;ree ol fy: (Names in italics refer to men.)

(?) Iudu Iu (?) \JV'rv

II Hona Sat-Iy

Hetep Iudu Sebek-hetep

I

UI
ry(?)

Henu

Qøtw

Iy
ly
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'\n ligy¡rtiln l,¿rte r\litkllc liingtLrrrr stcla il

l,'igulc l. 'llrc s(,cla of I.v (NNI 9176)
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Figure 3. The stela oÍ Iy (Stuttgart \:o ¡16l)
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