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A Byzantine Church at Kafr Kama

ìiafr Kama is a settleurent of Circassians, who rvere brought to
the nrt:t bv thc Truks ¿rbout g0 I'ears ago. This.r'illage is locatctl
apploxiurately five hm uorth-t-.ast of IVIount Tabor,, on tlre rva.y to
thc .Iordan \¡allel- aud '.['ibelias.

A supelficial exanrinatiorr of the village produeerl: a) a basalt

lintel rvith thtee crosses in relief, forming part of a .r'ill¿rge wcll, b)
ruranl' pieces of basalt and limestoue pillars antt capitals, c) great
quantitits of l3yzantinc and Etrrly Arab pottery, and d) Byzantine
rìos¡ìic piec,es 2 cm squaxe (Saarisalo, 'Ihe Bounilary tsetween fs-
s¡u'h¿n' anrl Naphtali, Helsinki 1927, pp. õ5-56).

In I t)õ9, Mr. Tewfiq H¿ronn of lfufr Kam¿r rcported the existonoe

of ¡r nosaic floor under his bach yard, and in early 1gti0 a probe

l'¡rs rn¿rdc bv the Islael Departmcnt of Antiquiiies to verify this.
'l'wo sr.asoìts oI tligging in liafr l(ama lcd to the uncovering of two
ll1'zrtttinr: apsidal rootns, parts rrf four othe¡ r()olìs, six mos¡ric

¡rlvt,tur,nts, tlrree (ilrr.k insr.,riptions, sonìc small fintls, and .By-

z¿rntinr.. Enr'ly ,h'irtr 1lih. llcfjal typrr), Late Arab, and Mamch¡lce

¡rotter-v.1

1. The bttiltlùws

lllte exact furrctions of thc trvo apsidal buildirrgs in l(afi. I{ama
lrt, not t¡uite elear. 'I'hcir grouud plan and the fact that in both
roonìs the ¿pss is otiented ton'¿rr.cl the E¿st pror.e them to have

I The excavations were cauied out by the Finnish Oriental Society and
the [)epartment of Antiquities of Jenrsalem, under the direction ol Prof.
Aapeli Saarisalo, rvith the assistance of ùh'. IÌeikki Palva, Lic.Phil. of I-Iel-
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selvrr(t (lhristian ì'eligious l)llrl)oses. 'llt+:)' rvrlre Llilú of ¿t nìiìn.v-

sr.ctiorìr'd antl bigger buildirrg. rttost lrtohitblv of ¿t cltttrch.
tl'lte sorttltt,tn apsirlnl toonr (l'loonl 1), unr(¡\,(.rctl ilt tltr: t:r¡ttrtr'¡tt'rÌ

duling the filst se¿ìson of extrrtr';ttiotts, Srr¡ttt'tll)('t'-or:tolrer l!ìljl,
luts inr ¡rl)se :1.60 nr iu cli¿rmctrtr'. A $'itt(t' llitsitt $'¡ts st-'t ittto tlte
ccntÌc of thrr roonr. witlt olìrr stop tr¡ rllsccrtttl intu it. 'l'his $'¿ts tttrrst

plobabll'uscr[ fol inulretsiott (/Ìl¡rlis&,1'irol). lts tlintcnsiotts lrt'rl:

\\'iitth o.so ur, lrlrgth 0.90 lt, artrl tlr'¡tth itlr¡tro.r.itttittrl\' ().Ío ltt.

Br:tlveerr this basin itnd thc apse there is ¿uurt,ltel lxtsin. stttitllrr itt

size (+s I 27 )< 4 cnr). ()nlt' its hase, lrcittg ott it ltvtl rvith the

kl\\'r,r rnosilirr piì'r,olnent, luts bt,ctt prcstttetl. Prcsttlttitl lv, this is

tltc founclation of tlte ¡rltat colttaining it t'r'liqttitt'1'(cf. D. tl. lìitt'itlltlti,
An E¿rllv {iluistia,n ll¡rsilic¿ ¿rt 'ltrin H¿rutiv¿. QI)AP III, l9:l-1, ¡r¡r.

113-ll7). llr this roonr \Tere rlisct¡r'erttl tlvo lnositic ¡rallrntrìts
(loner and upper), as wcll its an irtsori¡ltiort irt (ileeli.

1'o tlur \\rest of lìot¡m 1, itttother lorntt (Roottt 9) tv;ts piutirtlly

unoovs'ed, separ¿tetl frorn this by thc foturrlittiort of ir lintestoul

ch¡nrceì scl'oerr, tlte stones of rvhiclt ltarl bt'clt takcn trl rlt'rror¡ttc tlte

courtyirrtl . 'l'he fr¡urxlirtirurs of [lrc lvalls contiltttc ttndr.r'ttci¡tlt tltc
¡ouses ¡f tlu, r'ill¡rgg, N¡ t[¿t iL g'¡s diffitrult to tscr..rtain its rr'¡¡l
dirurnsiorts irntl lull ¡rlirtr. 'l'lttr rvitlth of Iìoont 2 is 6.ti tìt. 'lhc nto-

saic plvcurcnt hrrs trvo ittstrli¡rtiolts ilt Ch'ctk.

'l'he secourt npsirlal Loorn (ll,oonr ll), unt:ovrlrerl thrt'ittg tlte s+rrroltrl

se¿rsort of exclt'¿ttions, April-n'lit-T 19(iil, is sitttittttl to tltc \o¡¡¡
ancl adjacent trr Room l, rrith which it is oonnecttltl b1' rì nrosiìir:-

covered step. The grcatct part of tltis roont ìies outside [h. 'l'twfirl
Haroun's courtyard. Thc rvall cutdosing this courtf irrd limited the

excayation oI its sonth-westct'rì corùct. IIer¡, at a rìc¡rtlt of ottc tnutt'e,

sinki University, I\Irs. Itrlisheva Balllrorn, Director of the Ilunicipal r\fuseuru

of Tiberias, and 1\{r. Asher Ovadia. The rlork rvas performed in Scptember-
October 1961, and April-ùIay 1963. The measruements rvere nrade by tihrnuel

Moskovitch of tho Department of Antiquities of Jerusalom, and Eliezer Tzur

from lihaar-lìrrgolan. The Ministry of Labour, through the Yavncel Labour
Exchange, supplied the necessary u'orkers. Cf. IEJ ll (1961), p. 197; t3

(1963), p. trr9.
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ir s(,('orì(l apsid¿ll l'oonr \\'¿rs untro\rrÌ'crl. also of tlte intctior t¡'pe.1

It s'its lriu'tirtll1' ltetvl¡ ¡t,,,, lltrh'orrli. About L4o nì of the founrl¿rtion

fot'tltl north(Ìnl wall u'¿ls fottnccl Ìr1'thrl locli itself. Thc dirrnrctut

of this irpse is 3.5() nì, ¿rucl it is p;rvetl witlì uìos¿ìics in sint¡rle geoutet-

t'irral plttrl'us. hr thl lnidtlle of tlrrr rl)sr:r. surìl( into the ¡rros¡rir:

¡ritïr.ilìr,llt, ¿t slttitll tttitlllle llt¡x wirs f()rr¡rrl ir¿.silrr. fts cover: tv;ls olr

r lr,r-r'l rvitlt tltc l)¿\¡(:rrìrent. It s'irs perhirps rrsed foL lir:epirrg thc

x:liquru'. lts tlirrtr:rtsions iute: ltngth S2 cnt, u'idth l7 cnr, a,nrl hrright

1{' crn irtclurling tltc lirl.¿
( )ttll'thc rì()Ìth-rìiìstcÌ'tì c,otrì(ìl'of Iìootlr -1. sl¡rur;rtctl from lìootu iJ

hv tltc lillrrstcutc fottnd¿rtit¡n of ¿ rdtartcel st'rr-r(,rn, fottrrd irr, .silu,

couLt be ulìco\,el'erl. It is possiìrftr trl disrrr¡rrt tltc srlulr, lurles frlr
tlttr rrluutcel ¡rosts lntl ¿lso tlre gr'(x)\¡es fol the clt¿rrrccl scre(in. r\
r,hulrcel post of nurrblr-. wrrs found in the rrciu'b1' ('irc;rssi¿m ccn'rot¡rrv

ttsr,rl ¡rs iì glrn\¡ostorìe.0 'lltis floor, too, is 1rirr,r.r[ u'ith movrics. l-ìct\r,ccrt

R.oonr 2 ¡tnrl lìrlotn 4, thc basl of a limcstolrc ¡rillar was fottntl,
pt'oltlblv r.r¿.sifrr. Tlrrr rvidth of lìoollt -tr is 2.tt ln.

Otttsirlc llttl itcljaccrtt to tltc sotrtlrot'lr \\,¿rll of llooltt I rud lìoottt 2,

I'olnn¿uìts of a bigget'rrrorn (Floonr õ) were foturtl. '\f thc side of tltc
lvall thr.r'e is a ft'llgnulrtirr\r rrrosiric ¡xì\'r.nrcnt, cotrtinrtirrg to the

E¿rst to ¿urothtrr loorn (lìor¡ln (j), s'lrtt'c it h¿rd lrrrerr covered by

ilrt'gttliu'lv lilirl pirving storrcs r¡f soft lirncstorre. 'l'he ¡rirss:rge llctween

thc lr,r,rns is 0.7.|-¡ nt in rvidth. il'he fot¡nrl¿ttion of it bi¡,sitlt stone wall,

l.t? rn in dianrrtr,l', slparatr:d lìoom 6 ft'om llor¡ur 5. ln lloont 6,

bits;rlt pirr,irtg stonr'li of difflrlnt shrpcs and siztls r.t'ct'c fortnd hirl
otr thl fhrol tt'itltottt lnv rnosaic tuìdu'rìo¿ìtlì.

r'l'lris rvas the leading [ype in the Nr¡rtìr of Syria; sco: Ilutler, Uarly
Churches in Syria, ¡rp. 187-193; Lassus, Sanctuaires Chrétions de Syrie

(Bilrliothéquc archóologitlue et historique XI.ll, Paris {1frr7), pp. 7tl-t00.
2 'l'his kind of lrox rvas founrl in l,he ll.vza¡rl,ine Church of l{ìrirbat al-

liarak (lìeth-Yerah); ss¿; P. f)elougaz and [ì. C. IJaincs, A Byzantine Church

at Iihirl-rat al-Iiarak, (lhirago 1960 ('l'lìe flniversity of (lhicagrr Oriental

I¡rstitute Publications, \¡ol. LX\X\'), Plates 15, 16, t4, 15, pp. l4-t5.
a l)n tltis irrrangerttertl. of l,he r:lr¿rnr:el, see especially: .I. \\¡. Cros'fr¡ot,

lìarly Churches in l)alt'stine, Londou 194I, pp. (6-5t.
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'lhe apsitlal r()orns, R,ootu l and ltoom S, at? r'oughll¡ piuitlhjl.

'l'hurc is ¿r tleviirtion of allout fottt'clegrees betwer.'n thenr. Cotnparcd

rvith the lower pavemelrt of Room l, the lcr-cls of the pavcurcnt

aLe: Rootn l, upper pavetììerìt, artd R.orltt 3 + 20 ctn,. Roottl 2 and

Rooln .1 approxim¿tcly -l- 10 cnt, R,ootn 6 ¿rucl Rooln ti - 36 cln.

'l'his irlegularity is chalacteristio of the Byzatttirte ¡reriotl in P¡tlestilte.

'l-he builclings wero constnrctcd to fit the n¿rtut'al fon¡t¿ttiort of tltl
site.

Z. Thc lr.r¡.çr¡.irr .¡lrr,r'airtcnls

'l'lur derror¿ìtivr. nrotifs of thesc pitvenrernts, iuxl the geotuett'iortl

patterns irr ¡lartir,rrlar, arc discttssctl latcr; the\. ilte fottttd ott trtittty
pavements in P¿rlestirre, in.l'rvish syrìagogrlcs anrl (lhristiiut cltttrches

(cf. lI. Avi-\'on¡rh, R.II'>BS, \rol. 1 (2), 1933, pp. ft-f5). Alistract
gr,ometrical pitttertts n'ithout figttt'es rvet'c acccptul b}' .Jt,r\Ts ¡tnd

(lluistians; this s'its the le¡tson fr¡t' tlteir becotuing so cotnlìton on

¡ral'eurcnts of churches anrl othel'rtligious buikiings. 'l'hr gcometrical

¡ratterns havc no fixcd clrlrinohgv. 'flte slnrc gt'oups atttl t1,pes u'r'l'e

tepeated by the ;utists of tnosaics dttrittg tlte u'hol, B]'zalttine

¡reliod, and oìr most pirvr.trlertts, e¡trliel iucl latel u'ithr.ruI iuty

specific lestriction r¡f date or locality.l'lhelefote, tlte¡'ale of littlc
rrse i¡1 tlating rros¿ric pavr:mcnts or the lrrriltlirrgs tltey lrelong to.
(ieorrretlirr¿rl lrattet'us at'rr rcatlily itditptrrr[ to fit t givt'tt floor irt'ea

antl at the salre tiure plcasant to look ¡rt.

I N.ts.'l'he different kinds of geometrical ¡rattertrs knort'u to us f¡',r¡n the

mosaic ¡ravemenls in Palestine irre divided into ten main groups. Ilaclt grottp,

nrarkerl b¡' a Lalin lel,ter, is again divided into different types, ap¡realing in

dir.erse variations and co¡nbinations, but still keeping the chalacteristics of

the genera-l gcometrical pattern (ir trumbet is added to the letter, as,\1, 86,

FI3, to mark the types). Excludingthese groups,rvith all lheildifferenÛ types,

l,here are unclassified geometrical patterns, ear:h haling a s¡recial geoluetrical

form, such as a square, rhombus, octagon, hexagon, trapeziunr, triangle, etc.;

cf. lI. Avi-Yonalr, IIPP; QIIAI' II (tsS2), pp. l:ì6 -lttt; lll (1933i, ¡rp.

26-4i, t9-73, I'lates XI\¡-I\¡lll; l\¡ (19:15f, pp. l8i-193; sce also:

Israel, r\ncient }Iosaics, llnesco, 1960.
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Trv<l tnos¡tio pa\¡olììrrltts \\'cto utrcoyetr:d, lower iìnd lrpper; the
difference of thnir levels rvas 20 cnì.

Lo\r(.r' paYcmcnt

Apse: Bordels. Tyl)e lll; betli'ecn thc intcrl¿rcclltents, ivy leal'es J6

¿rnd lottts flru'ct's Iì9 ;tltcrnatc. T-vpe Al.
Fiekl, Tvpes I¡l ¿nd (-12 altct'n¿ttinÍ{.

ÌI¡rll: Exteriot'bortlr:rs in the N¡rrth itnd Sonth: 'lhc pattr,.ln of ttre
apsc's border rrolrtinues (lìl); bctrvccn tho interlacements ivl'
lc¿ìt,es llttl krtus fhlrvcru flltrrn¿tc. Intr,l'iol bor.dr:rs in the
Nr¡r'th ¡rrul S<luth: 'l'1'prt Al; s(lllat'cs irrside octagurrs of typc
lI3. Orr thc four sidcs of the sr¡rraLes, l'lrollrbi ('l'1.pr: Il). Thc
srlu¡n'cs arc fillcd otrt, rviblt r'¿ìl'ir¡lls ge()tìretric¡tl ¡rattcrns.
'l'ypc Al.
Wcstcl'n lrolrltr: i\ ({r'eek inscli¡rtion in it 1l'r¿l¡¿r./u Ansultt.

Field: In its cetttre, tltel'c is it sluall tcct;rugttlat basin. The

boldcrs ale par,etl li'ith rvhite tnrtsaic ¡tict..es 2 rlm srlrrirlrt.

AtoLutcl the wltite tessin'itc, with thc ¡.¡seption of the u,estoln

siclc, ittegttlitrly alternlting rhornbi arrd sr¡rriu'(ìs ¿ìre dir,iderl

ll]' tttlll't'entitlltitl flowers (T-1'pc F2).

In this 1)uttenr, tessiu'le of fivtr crllrut's (darli grel , ¡.r:llos.,
liglrt velhrrv, ¡tink, and rcd) arc ourplo-vecl. The sälre coloul's

ap¡)elr ilr irll tlrc othcL pavcrnents lìele, too. The lneirsrrrenlents

are: 80 units to ¿r 1.0 X 10 crn fieltl. Thel' are the siìnìe in th{l
other lnosaics iÌlso. The ruosaic is of good quality. In addition
to tlxr gcomett'ical Þatterns trnd st¡lised flowers motifs of thrt

a,nim¡rl n'orld are also trt be found: i\ bird, rooster or clucli
(on thc strp betwcen Roonr I antl Rotun 3), ;r srnall bird in
a nest betrvecn t,ivo llr¡rnohes, aud tvithin the framc of an

ivy lcaf a iiny fish rvith leil\,es of watcr plants around it.

As c¿ut l)tt st,lr¡¡, most of the ¡ratterns on this lrirrenrent are geomct-

l'icttl, of the kind flerlucntlv frtund in the ln<lstic plvements rtf
Palestine, though sultjects frour iruiurirl life cirn also lle founrl (roostel

or duck, ¿ llirrl's ncst, nnd ¿r fish), iuxl flolll pattlnts.
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Ilpper pavement

When uncovered, it was found to be in bad condition, and nttlctt

of it has been dcstroyecl.

Apse: Borders, Types ,r\1, 82, 41.

Field, Type J3, and in the niddle of each, a heart-shaped

design (Type Fl).
Hall: Bortlers, Types Al, 82, 41.

Field, Type H7, filled out witlt closses of cliffercnt types.

There is also one pomegranate.

Geometrical and floral pattcrns appear on this floor also, cven

though it ie lrom a later period.

b) Mosaic fragment of Room 2

Only the eastern end of the mosaic is preserved. It h¡ts two

inscriptions in Greek, both facing East.

Hall: lletween the foundation of the chancel screell ¿rnd the eastt-'rn

borclcr: a fragmentary sltot't inscliption in Gleek.

Bottlcts, Types Al, .Il, Al.
Interior border in the East: A Glcek inscription in r Tubula

Ansata-

Field, Type Fr.

c) Iloom B

Apse: I3etweert the n'all and the borrlers: rhombi of type E on whitc

field.

I3orders, T1'pr:s Al, Aó, Al.
Field, Ivy lcaves J6 and rhombi alternating, at'ranged in

lines.

Hall: A line of rhombi tretrveen the rvall anrl the borders, type E.

Borrtcrs, Il2, Al.
Fickl, Typcr J2. In the r:entre of the linc dit'iding tlte apse

from the hall a recttngttlar rnalble box sunk in the pavetnetrt.

The patterns appearing in this mosaic pavement includc geotnet-

rical and flolal pattc,t'tts. Thc nosaic is of rnecliocre quality.
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rl) r\tosaic fragmcnt of Room 4

Hall: Only the north-eastern corncr \\'As uncovered. On the eastern

end, thcrc is a geometrical clecoration composed of ac¿rnthtls

leaves, type 16, rvith rountl ntedallions (empty) on the sides.

'l'his complex pattern is given in a rectangular fr¿tne.

lJordcrs, Types Al, 43, 812, 43, 41.

Field, Not uncoveretl.

e) Mosaic fragment of Room 6

I{all: Only n narrow flagment ¿t the side of the northern wall is

preserved. Some of it had already been repaired when the

building it belonged to rvas still in use.

Bottlers, Typcs 41, 82, 41. The north-easter[ corner of the

borrlel is preservcd shorving that Roonr 6 has been rectangular.

Field, Type Hl.

f) Ilosaic fragmcnt of Roorn 6

Only the north-western corner coultl be excavated. Thc border

of lìoonr 5 (Al-ll?-41) continues. IJetween the border and the

rv¿rll, there is an ivy branch, coming from the East, where it could

not be uncovercd, and having its ettcl in the passage between Room

5 ¿nd Room 6. Its form with progressively smaller leaves suggcsts

the beginning of an apsc.

3. The inscriyttions

As has bccn said above, tluee Greck inscriptiotts were discove.red,

one on the lower tnosaic pavement of the southern apsidill room

(Room 1), two on the p:rvetnent of Room 2. All tluee rvere found

olre ¿fter the other, concelttt'¿ted in one place in an East-Wcst

direction. Two of thcrn were long anrl complete, laid out in a'I'ahu'la

Ansalu r, irnd the third rv¿s short and fragmcntary. The itncriptions

mcntion the lanes of a tsishop and other priests, st¡ch as il presbyter,

1 On the 'I'abula A¡tsata on tho pavernents of the churches in Palestine,

see: QDAP III (f 933), p. 71, pâra. 20.

I
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an illchdcflcon ¿ln(l detìcons, a Oontm¡tttder! ¿ìlld tlte n¿tlte of I'Iol1'

Thrcla. According to their contetìts and fornr the.v bellng to tltr:
ty¡rtr sf ittscriptions freqnent in churchr,rs and lnonastelies of thrr

Ilvzalrtine period in Palcstine, like inscriptions of forgivettess ¿ttrl

prírl¡eì's for hel¡r. All tluec of thenr are of ¿r (lluistian religiotts cltat'
actcr.

a) ln the inscription on tlìe lower p:rvetneltt of Ruom l, thrl fol-

lorving can bc read (see Pl. 37):

{. ,t. nD0côopÀ 0^ koNlJN0C ¡ e60Àôp0Y
2".LIÀ¡V r N0NN0Y TÀTT|N0Y.ô,
5. i3 CyNXTJPI{CoN TÀC À}1ÀpTlÀc €YcTÀoloY [tt]P'
4. TOY TÀTTINOY Fe KÀI TEKNIJN AMT{N

{ Ilgooçoqá <ÞA@llau) Kóvotaoç (xai\ OnõtítpL,

õnt¿(órcu\ Notnrcú rø.(e)noo; (iv1' lcaf)

{ Iu(y)yítE¡oot rãç å.pugíuç (toú) Eôoruílíou lnlge(oflrnégou\

rcí, ran(e)cwõ l{(úpr)t xaì téxvo¡t'. 'Aptþ,.

'l'tlnslittiott:

((1r'oss) The t-rffcring of l¡lavius Corrorr artd of 'lhcorl¡rus Notttttts.

the hunrble deacon (ivy lertf).

((lross) Lortl, forgivc the sins of the luttttltkr presbytct' Eustathitts

arrcl of ltis cltilrh'eu. Amen.

'f'lris irrsr:r'i¡rtion is frlrmed of foul'ctntt¡tlete lines ilt ¡t'I'ul¡tilq, Ån'
scla. 'l'he letters ¿rle nr¿rtkr accordingto tltr. or,ul I31'ztttttintt alpltaltet.

{cnc¡¡¡lly ltelottgiltg to the sixth ccnttll'l'Al) (cf. (1. B. \\:elk-'s. a¡rttrl

(1. ll. l(r¿cling, etl., (ielasa, (lity of the l)r,rcrtpolis, Nerv H¿r'elt

l93tì, p. 3fi7). 'llhe lettc.ts are of the same heigltt, thr-' littes lt'e stritigltt

autl curphasizcd. 'l'hcre is tto sign of ¿r datc.

l,irrr' l: '['he u'olct øpoognpó., offtrittg, is frcrlttr:nt itt t,ltc (ilceli ilt-
scri¡rtions of tlrr,' lSyzitntitte pet'iotl (ttf . Gcritsa. Tltrr In-

scliptions, ),ius. ?98, 306, 309, 3l l, :1ts.-), :l:16, ;iii9. Il,rst

br:long to the xixth crutury Al)). flte tt¡tnte (llllolì ¿ìppe¿lrs



,t lJvzantine (lhurrrh al liafr ltant¡r n

irr the ('haptl of tlte Angel itt Nitzitretlt, which is ditterl bv

\¡iaurl (cf. ì[. Avi-Yonah, [)DAP III (1933), P. 36, No. 271

(2). ancl the bibliography) as belonging to the fifth-sixth
r:etttttt'1' AD. 'l'he salne (1onon was the Dcacon of Jerttsalcttt.

The sign I (: r¡r.í) is a favrtnlite ¿rbbreviation sigrr of tlter

Ryzntttirur ¡rt't'iorl. It is a typical sixth century sign (cf.

ìf . Ar.i-Yonah, QDAP, Suppl. to \¡ol. IX (1940), p. ii7,

para. 6).

Linc g: The i1'1' leaf ap¡retls in ll,oln¿rn inscriptiolls, as a lt'orrl

divirter' (r'f. (lagn¿t, Cours d'ópigraphie latinc, p. ?u). Its

llse \\¡¿ìs taken r-rver by fircek irtstlriptions, ltndet Rtllttitn

ittfluertce. It has scveral positions (cf. M. Avi-Yonah, QI)AI',
Sup¡rl. to Vol. IX (1940), p. 38, para. 7).

Linr'3; 'I'hc' abbrcvi¿rtion ffi appcars often during the fifth-sixth

crrttut'ies AD (cf. Idem, op.cit., p. zo). 'Apíp is a clttsittg

frLrn tuuclt nsed ilt tlte tireek inscriptions of the lìyzantine

¡reriotl.r Incirlcntally, this appcars also ilt the Jcwislt S¡'na-

goglles of tltc B--vzirntilte plrl'iod, as itr Betlt-Alpha,z lJ¡tlttitt-
(iarkrt',3 I k,Lasa,a and I'fantat-Tiberlias.s

lr) 'l'he longer inscliption on tlte pavcment rlf Roon 2 is as fol-

Ion's (see Pl. 38):

{.+YfiEP EuTl{p¡Àt TtlY 
^tltJTÀTtry 

EY{PAtltlY EITlEtl

2.KÀl TOYENAII{ r ETPÀTIIÀÀTDY gE0ÀDPtlY EIENDBII
5.l(Al ETt{Strg}t H ÀflÀEEIU\À}PPINÀf 'l'E KÀl fiÀl{$lr\aY
4. AtXrAlAlt + r(E i-v iÊ, ae¿e Ïf.1. IPsE0frAN À?làNÜ ôdf

r As, for instance, in liafr lianna, see; l[. Â,vi'Yonah, QDAP II (1952)'

¡r. .ill, No. 167 autl the biblioglaphy,
x Beginning of l.he sixth century AD; cf. ll. l,' Sukenik, 'fhe Ancient

Synagogue of Beth-Alpha, Jerusalem, 1932.

3 Fifth-sixth rerrturies AD; cÎ. Ide¡n JPOS XV (1935), pp. t03-t7l;
lii-180.

¡ Fifth-sixth centuries r\D; cf. Gerasa, The Inscriptions, No' 285.

õ !'ourth centur¡' "¡\D; in the inscription of the building of the second

la¡'cr. The reporü has nr¡t becn published yet.



l2 A. S¡¡ R rs.{,r.(} ll. Pl¡,v.r

t 'Ynèg oon¡píuç rcú åyuottitou Eôçgaoíov ênrox(ótwu)

xaì voõ ãvðo€(otátou) orpav¡Aárou Oeoô(titlgou hú"(e)<cít)ûrt

xaì èyn¡E(ít)tq fi åyn OéxAa 7¿p(ówr6) h'ô(cxríou6) re' zri fla¡tEilot,

&pyrônx(órcu).

{ Iqógc)e 'I(qoo)ú X(prcr)é, âé[e r]y ngoogosút çoú) 'As(ùuí't'ou

ôwc(íwu).

Tr¡ulslatirlrr:

((lross) For the salvation of the ntost Holv Bislto¡r Ettphrasius

autl the most illustl'ious (lommalder' 'l'heodon¡s, ¿ìntl I'irrn¡rhilus,

Archdeitcon, 'flte Flol-v Thccla tt'as finishetl ¿utrl tk:ctll'¿tterl u'ith

nìosaic, at thc time of the fifteeltt'h indicti<tlt. ((lross) l/or(ì .Iesus

(lluist receivc thc offcring of Arrianrts thc l)ercon.

This inscriptiou cottsists of fottr cotttplete Lrttg lines, and is plitclrl

ht a Tulnilu Ansalu.'fhe lctters ¿trc of tlte sartte heigltt, ancl thc liltes

iìl'e lìot em¡rltasized, as iu the inscri¡rtiott of Hoont 1. The L.'ttct's

¡¡r'e urade accoltlirtg to tlte s(lu¿ìte Lìyzantirre alphitbet (rlf. (ìr'titsit.

p.344, Fig. l4), getterrrllv belongittg to the fifth-sixth r:e¡ttttt'ies Ål).
il'his is in r:outl'ast rvith the othcl' trvrt ittscriptiotts, \YltosLì lttttel's ¿ttl

o\¡al ¡lnd ch¡r¡rctcristic of the sixth ccnttrl'. llalt]' itbbltvitttiolts
¿nd nbbrr-rviation signs ilppc¿u' lìett, tot). rtf thc t-vpes frcr¡ttttltt in

the (lrcck inscriptirrns of tltc lìynuttitte pr:riotl. 
'\ccorrling to its

coutettts, this is a s¿rlvttiott inscliptiott, antl it is ¡rossiblc tr¡ tlist'tlt'lt

two pnlts in it; a) the list of the pr.,rsotts fot'tlur sitko r¡f $'hosc salyittir)tt

the s¡tcretl buikling ot' ¡rtrt't of it u'¿s litrilt (Lines l -lJ), irttcl b) tlrl
srrppliciltion of the giver of the offcring, thc l)eitcott '\Ltiitlttls, to

Jcsns (l,inc 4).

J,inc 1: 'Ynèg ot,trt¡gíaç is ittt opttttittg frtììtt. fl'erltteltt itt tlttt (iLrrcli

inscriptions of tlte ll¡'ztttttittc pelir.rrì (cf . ,\1. .\l'i-Yt¡ltirlt,

i\{PP; QDAP II (fgsz), ì{os. 11,13,G2, 12ir, ctc.). This ful'ttr

is found also in the Clrcek ittsttt'iptiotts of the lÙrtualt peliotl

(cf. titrasa, The Inscriptions, Nos. 3, 4. 9, ll, 1?, 39, (i8,

131, 132, llì4, etc.). All ¿ctions tlr:tailetl in this ltind of

irtsrrliptiort arÈ nìrriìnt onll' frrr tltis ¡rttr¡rose. ì(otltittg is



A Byzantine Church at Kafr Kama !3

Line 2

lcnown, from any other soulce, about the name of Bishop

Euphrasius, who is mentioned in the above-mentioned in-
scription. But this cloes not bar the possibility of his having

been appointed over one of the northem districts of P¿rlestine.

'l'he abbrer.iatiot EIf IEK, is characteristic of the sixth

century AD (553 AD; cf. Mitteilungen unrl Nachrichten des

Deutschcn Palästina-Vereins, 1899, 86).

The abbreviation .E'NIOE is frequent during the sixth-
seventh centuries AD (cf. ilf. Avi-Yonah, QDAP, Suppl.

to Vol. IX (1940), p. 63). the word oqwql.ótqe is the name

of a rnilitary rank of comnander (Illagistrlr Mií,itu,nt) (Liddell-

Scott-Joncs, A Greck-English l-lexicon, Oxford, s.v.). Tltis

title is founct in Greek Byzantinc inscriptions in Palestine,

e.g., in (laesarea (8. Lifshitz, R.B. 68 (1961), pp. 121-122;
No. 15) and Gerasa (cf. Gerasa, The lnscriptions, No. 273

etc.).

'l'he n¿lne'fheodorus, in this line, lvith his urilitary and honorary

titles, makes chronological assumptions possible. Theoclorus, here

mentioned, rnight have bccn 'l'heodorus Siurus,l the comn¿nder

n'ho snppresscrl the Snmari¿n revolt in ã29 AD (cf. l\'[. Avi-Yonah,

In the Days of Rorne and Byzantiuttt, Jerusaletn 1946, pp. 177-
I ?t3, in Hebrerv). He rvas one of the governols of Provinci¿ Palaestina

Secuuda, which lvas founded in the ycar 429 AD, approxirnately,

and >included the [ialilee, the Decapolis, and thc Golan, and its
capitirl was placerl in Scythopolio (N'1. Avi-Yonah, Flistorical Geo-

graphy of Erctz lsracl, Jerusalem 1963, p. 75, in Hcbrew), It is

possible, then, that this sitc was included in this province. Very

little is l<now¡r to us about its governors (ldern, QDAP X (1944),

{ireeli Inscriptions, pp. 106-168). If our assumption is right, here

rvc h¿rve a conclusive d¿rte for the inscription, antl for the buildittg
n here it was found also.

1 \¡ita Sal¡ae, ed. E. Schwartz: I(yrillos von Skythopolis, Leipzig 1939,

p. 172; Chr. A. Papadopoulou, Ilistory of the Church of Jerusalem, {910,

p, 210 (in Greek).
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Line 3: Here we see the name of the building, The Holy Theclit,

nâmed after Thecla, a highly fabulous female ilisciple of

St. Paul. In the early Churoh ehe was known as the rproto-

martyrl.l The fifteenth intliction is also emphasized, but

the year is not indicated. And so, in conclttsion, we caltttot

make any chronological assumptions.

Line 4: The abbrcviations are here again repeated., and also otlr: of

the two letters g is omitted in the word 
"4gdruu' 

Aé€e is

an imperative form, bearing & prayer.

The priests mentioncd. in thc inscription bclong to the lo$'er

ranks of the chr.istian ohurch, exccpt one, who is a bishop. Althouglt

it is not an unquestionable proof that this inscription is of certain

date according to the form of its letters, it belongs, beyond all

tloubt, to the beginning of the sixth century AD.

c) The fragrnentary inscription o¡r the pavement of Rot¡rn 2

(see Pl. 89):

...4 e€t<ÀÀ Bl¡tl{êl ÀNÀCTACIOY

(" Ay|a OéuXa p(ó)4fl(e)t' Avaoteo lou.

Translation: Holy Thecla help (the family?) of Anast¿uitts'

The insffiption is writtcn betweon the chancel screeil and the

eastern border of the mosaic, on a nàÛow strip affording space

for only one line. The word'At'aotø¿olou is obviously the last rvorrl,

since there is an empty space after it. The begi[ning is de;troyecl,

but if we suppose that the inscription was wt'itten symmetrit"ally

I cf. F. Cabrol-ll. Leclercq, Dictionnaire tl'archriologie chrétienne et de

liturgie, Paris 1953, tome XV, s.v. (tiainte) Thécle, cols. 2225-2236; F' L'

cross, The oxford Dictionary of the christian church, London 1957, s.v.

Thecla, $t,, pp. 1337-t338.
Her name appears also in some inscriptions discovered in Jerusalom, lroln

ùhe Byzantine period; P. Thomsen, Die Griechischen und Lateiniachen ln-

schriften der $tadt Jerusalem, ZDPV, \¡ol. 44 (1921), Nos. 109, 1{6' ll7'
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in the middle of Room 2, only [" Ayr,]e can be added. The letters

are made according to the oval Byzantine alphabet, generally

belonging to the sixth century AD. The letters are of the saure height.

The name Anastasius is mitten outside the mosaic decorations, and

has no title. lt might be the name of the architect. The genitive form

of the name is problematic, if not written erroneously for Datinus

Conyn¿oili. The irnperative fonn Mùet. is a short prayer.

Summary

Although rve do not have enough data to ascertain the exact

fuuctions of the ¿rbove-mentioned rnoms, we càn safely assume that
tltey are parts of a Christian church. The church, or at least a part
of it, was dedicated to Floly 1'hecla. Nothing is knorvn of how she

rv¿ts itssociatetl with this place. As, unfortunately, we have no

absolute date in thc inscriptions, \ve must tly to draw our conclusions

fronr the types of letters employed anrl the nanìos nentioned. The

indiction rvithout ¿n indication of the year cannot help us. The type

of the letteß makes it possible to attlibute the building to the

beginning of the sixth century AD. The allusion irr tlre longer in-
scription of Roorn 2 to ¡rTheotlorus the illustrious Comm¿nderl may
plovide a plausible date. According to it, we come to the conclusio¡r

that this church with its pavements (the upper pavement of Room l
excludetl) belongs to thc second quarter of the sixth century AD.
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I'1. l. llasalt linl.el as

¡rarl of a rvell.

þI

Pl. 2. Linrcstone capital.



P|.3. Screen
post of marble

used as a
gravestone.

Pl.4, Room l, uppen pavement: the apse.



Pl. 5. Room 1, tr¡r¡rer pavement: the l¡all

l)1.6. Roo¡n t, upper pavenrenl.. Detail of the field of the ltall:
pomegranate.
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P1.9. Limostones [aken from the chancel screotì,

Pl. t0. Water basin in Room I



Pl. tl. Base of altar in Roonl I

Pl. 12. The apse of Room l, lower pavement: detail of field.



Pl. 13. The hall of Room I, krrver ¡raverrertl., Lletail uf i¡tterir¡r bol'dcr: ot:tagott.

Pl. 14. 'l'he hall of Roorn l,los'er lravcnrent. Detail of interit¡r Ìrorder: octlgon
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l,l. 15. 'l'hc hall of lìoorn l, lorver ¡ravcrlenl. I)etail of inlcriot'Jrt,rdcr: octagon

F*,

Pl, 16. 'l'lte hall of
Room t, lorver pave-
ment: detail of ficld.
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t1tr,
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I



[¡1. 17. lìoorn l, lorver pavcment: a corncr of exterior bortler

øó

Pl. 18. Room 1, lorver pavement: a corner of exterior border
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Pl. r9. Room l, lorver ¡ravetnent: a coltlet of
extcrior bt¡rder.



''-
¡¡

tÞ
n'

î^
 

t, 
.'

,Í 
t:.

;'

P
l. 

:1
0.

 T
he

 h
al

l 
of

 R
'r¡

m
 l

.lu
rv

er
 p

al
en

re
nt

: 
an

irn
al

 f
ig

ur
es

 o
f 

er
te

rio
r 

tr
or

tlt
'r 

an
d 

,r
n

lh
e 

st
ep

 b
et

rv
ee

n 
R

oo
rn

 I 
an

d 
R

oo
m

 3
.



ir)

EÍE

Pl.2l . The hall of Room 2: detail of field

''+.{

ü

PI.22. The hall of Room 2: eâstern border.



Pl.23. The hall of Room 2: detail of eastern border
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P|.24. Base of a pillar between Room 2 and Room /r.



f'¡l. :lÍr. The
c¿ìstcrn wall of

ll,oont iJ.

Pl.26. The apse of lloom B



Pl. 2?. Decoration of the hall of Room 3.

P1.28. The hall of lìoom 3: hole for reliquary
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l'1. :111. \larblc t'cli(luar]' lrotrt lìount iJ

I
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pl. i:|0. .1.¡e ¡all ¡f [1,,,,rn

t: eastern border. ( ln tl¡e
lef t: linrestotre fotlrtrla'lion

uf the cltattt'el st'teelt.
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l'1. 3lJ. 'l'he hall oI lìoom 5: ¡rortlrrrrrt horrler rvith fragmtrnt of fiekl

Pl. :14. I'assage
bctrver:n Roottt 5 and

Floonr 6.



lrl.:15. \\'âìl hettleen lìoonr 5 antl Itoonr lì.
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Pl. 36. Ilasalt paving stones in Roorn 6
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Pl.4(1. ¡lird figure on t,he slqr l¡olu,terr lìoonl I llrrl floonr il.

Pl. lr l. 'l'lre lrall of llt¡o¡rr l, lorver ¡rlt'trrnt'rrl. l)clail of exterior
t¡c¡¡'fl el': þir¡l's n¡s[.



P1.42. '¡'he h¡rll r¡f Room l,lower ¡ravement. Detail of exl,erior
border: lotus flownr.

Pl.4ti. 'l'hc lrall of Roottt [, Lrs'ct ¡tavettlenl,. I)et,¿¡il of exletirrt'
hr¡rdnr: fish in iv¡'leaf.
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