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Five grave-stelae from Sudanese Nubia

(Prelimin¡u'y report)

by

Ros'rtst,rv l-loturonn - AnM,ts SrrtoNer.¡ - HnNnrx Ztr,lrlt;us

I. GEì{ERAI, II.TF'ORIVIATION

by

Rosr lsr,.,rv Hor,rRonn

The discovery rras made on a large Christiatì cemetery of the

Qoddivillage, situated in the territory of Dibeira-East. Tltis cemetery

is determined ¿u site t ze of the concession of the Scanctinavian Joint

Expedition to Nubi¿¡. Tltis concession runs along the eastern battk

of thc Nilc and co\¡ers the tertitory between the Sud¿no-Egyptian

ìlorder, in thc north and the Gemaiplain, about 60 kms (kilometres)

south of this border.

The cemetory itself is situatett about 0.6 krn east trf the motlern

Nileshore, in the Ntw*part of the large Komanganaplain, opposite

the ruins of thc Christian torvn of Dibcira-lV'est (Biùet Hamam),

excavated by the Ghana University Expcdition (see map r).

The exact shape and the full extent of site 178 was detennined

by trial excavations. It is lance-shaped and runs from a modern

Muslim cemetery, situated near the mosque of Qoddi, in the south,

to the remains of the old Qodtlihospital, about 300 metres to tlte
NNW flom the above-mentioned mosquc. The cemetery, occupied

by site 178, whosc breadth is about -10 mts, seems to follow the
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s¿ìme t(n'l'itor\¡ ;ts tltrr olrl villagc of Qotltti occllpied before the

grcat innud¿ìtion of tlto 1'cilr 1946, r't'hich destÌo-vecl it' The nrud-

blicks of the ruincd buiklings of lhis I'illitge, cttlttain iI liìr'gc lìllnlber

of (llrristi¿lr ¡totshcrrìs, rvhich ¡lre illso fonntl in lalgc rlttantitics On

the gt'onntl itll ovcl' thc tet'ritorv of sitc 178.

I)rrc tc¡ the shorti4çe of ti¡rc it rvtts irnpossible to r xtettcl the

excirv¿ìtionu to tÌot'cr tltc ryltrlle cetneterl'. 'l'he itreir to be exc¿vatcd

wi6 th¡s liltritctl to the tuost southcrn p¿ìl't of it, i.e. to thc tr:rritory

closc to thc }luslir¡r c,eluctct'y. I{ct'rr, trvo large vitult-glaves wel'e

alrcady exc¿ì\'íìtcd hy (i¡sttrf I)otltìtrl', dtlling the al'clt¿reological sur-

Vey in 19ti1 .

During the prcsent oxcav¿ttious, caüied out in lr'elltttar] March

l9(i3, 9ti tìtrl *t'l'* werc disco\¡el'Èd. îhey inclndo l6 (lhristi¿n

(Nos. 178: 3-6, I il, l:l-1ô illtrl 2l-'26),3(?) Iluslitn (Nos. 178:

7, l? nttrl l9?) ¿nrt ? l'&ttlt-gt'avcs (Nos' lTtl:1-2' tì,lti-'|8åìndl9?)'

'I' he C hr istian, !r'(,ùes

t,o¡sist of it ¡ectangtll¿r llttrill-pit, o¡ shaft of l'.u'Ying dimcnsions

antl rlepth. .Ilrey a,r.c rlilg in a, hilnl-pachod ltycr of agate-pcbble

gravel ¿Urd oriented in ;l wNw-Eslìdircction. Each one cont¿ined

¡r hnrn¡tn slttdctott, place{ r¡lt its ll¡rch in it streched position' the

halttls crossltl ttJlott thc pclvis. Thc lteatt of tlttt deccasecl rvas lying

r)rì a smrìll ,rcttshiott¡l, tltadc of soft sirtttl, in the WNWpart of tlte

shaft. 'llhe llorìY o1 tlte dcccnsr:d lvas århvilvs placed in a nitllte, rvhich

runs along tþc NNl,|v¿rll of tìre burial¡rit. I¡ one c¿tsc tllis uichc is

srtparatctl from the shaft bv lltealls of llttttl-bricks, wlticlt possibly

l)rrrvcs a llrtslim inflttencc.

r\ccording t9 thc []l¡'istian (ìltstollì. tlo sepulclrrirl gilts rvere givcn

to tltc ttead ilt conncctiott witlt tlto btttiltl ccrcnloltitrs. ()nly in tn'o

¡iìses wctc s¡ch gifts fourrrl in tlrc shaft. ilt olto c¿ìs(ì ir largc lì1'sirtttine

ilrnphota, plirccd closc to tltc skelctoll itntl in tlte tlthcr tr¡lse thc

lrottour-part of I clish. cotttaining datcstoltes, lf ing ttrlat' tlre lte¿d

of tltc clcccasetl.

't'hc Ohlistirtll gt'¿l\¡es olt this site rlfttlt lt¡tvc ¿l rgctÍìllgtllar super-
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structure made of one layer of mud-bricks, pllced on tlìe bulial-pit
after it was filleil rvith sand. The mud-bricks arc also placerl on thc
ground arnund the shafü, thus making a frame. 'lhe central part of

this frame, and the space betrveert the rnutl-bricks is ahvays filletl
with Christian potsherds, iu sonìe cases evitlclttly crttsherì to scrt'e

this purposc. Clu'istian potsherds were ¿rlso found in tltc upper l¡rvels

ofthc burial -pits, even in gravcs rvitlulrt a nutd-brick supcrstructttle.

In one case a foetus, lying in the usuitl positiott, was found bttried

in a bottom-fi'agment of a Bysantinc amphora.

All the Christian pottery found on site lZtl, indicates an rtarly

stage of Clrristian occupation.

Tl¿e X'Iu,slim {!r&)es

are in construction sirnilar to the Ohristi¿n oncs. 'I'he buliill-pit,
however, runs fi'on north to south nnd thc nichc is situated along

the eastern wall of the shaft. It always contained a ht¡m¿rn skeleton,

lying in a horizontal position on its rigltt sirle, with its head to the

south and the f¿ce turned torvarrls the east. Thc niche and the

burial ¡vere separated fi'om the burial-pit by mcans of diagonally
placed mud-bricks. Graves of a similar kind rvere found, c.9., itt the

year 1962 at the Muslinr cemetery of Hillct Krouki, situated ¿bout

1.6 kms to the NE of site 178. Large, rvhite slabs of sanclstone

are, however, used here inste¿rd of nrudbricks (see map l).
It is certain that the Muslim graves of site 178 &rc of latcr date

than at least some Christian graves. This statenient is provecl by
the fact that the Muslim grave l Tfl: 12 is partl¡r ttug into the Christi¿n

gra\¡es 178: 13 ¡rnrl 14, being perpendicul¿r to theur.

The uaull,-¡¡rates

are in costmction very similar to the modern fellahs' houses of the

Dgyptian Nubi¿l. 'fhey are built of rnutt-bricks and consist of two

rarallr:l w:rlls, bctn'cen which there is :r lleirning,r vault etected on :r

pectiingular foundation.
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Thc gravcs uf this tvpc arc oliented in a N-stliÌection with th(}

walls in the nortlterll ¡llltl in tlte solltlìcl'n ends. All (inclurling tltose

cxca\¡iìt0(l in thr,\'caï 1961) ale blrilt in rviclc pits, dug in h¿rd-

plckc,,rt pebblc-gr.ilvel. 'l'lrr: ¡-rits tvcre filli'cl s'ith sancl aftr:t thc com-

pìetio¡ ¡f tltc y¡ttllt-gl'¿ì.\'e. In sotttc c¿tges ¿l Ìect¿ìlìgulill' mUd-bl'ick

S¡pe6tt¡Ctllre, of rVhiclì olìl\r lelll¿lills \\¡tìl'c l9lllìrl, N'fls frlegtgd to

indicate tltc position oi the gl'a\¡e.

'l'lttr trl,o gr¡ì\/es, ittvlstigtltcd ilr tltc 1'ear 1961, trotttilitttld onll¡

otrc bul'i¡ìl o¿rclt, rvltilc irll thtl othel's wcl'(ì t¡scd frlr strvcr¿tl burials'

The boclies ale ttsttall¡. \l¡ell fl'eso1.\¡tltl, sttltte llali(ì(I, sottlc lvlappcrl

in ¿t, clotlt, lving in rliff0r'cnt positiotts. i\ll thc d.et:eased lvet'c,

holvevet, buric.tl u'itlt thcir ltcarls to tlte sortth ¿ìnd thsit' faccs ttlrltetl

towards th¡ eitst. Ðxttrtpt f¡r r¡ltt: Íin¡¡ct-t'ittg, Ìll¿lde of irgrr (frOm the

gtitve 17S:1/1961) arut slll;Lll (luantiti0s of I'ottgh ancl bntlly b¡rnecl

potshrlrtls, no objects w(ìr('' folllt(t itrsidc tltesc griìves'

.lhe f¿rct that the borlics, e\¡cn i[ tltcy ;lre \\'ell pleselved, are

still in a diffr:rottt stitto of ¡rrescrvittirttl, Pro\rfs that thcy wel'e not

entonrbed at thc s¿ìttle tillìc.
'f'hc entLalrce to lltcsrl glíl\¡os is ttsrtnlly sitttirtod ilr tltc nqltlìe¡n

rvall. 'l'ltis vitult(Ì(l tloorn';ty wits foulì(l to be fillod rvith nutl-llricks

lrrrtl clav-fillirr;4.'l,his sc¿ling w¡rs cov0t(ìd, flotìt tlte otttsidc, lty one

ot. ttyo rvtll-firrvn stonr,.sl¡bs (sr:e Itlit¡t 2). l¡ solllc ciìscs pilrts of

brtiltlings ils, c.g.' tltc top of a (lhristiln pilllr (in tlte gravc 178:

2/l9rj2) 11tl a fragurent of ¿ì stonr-r-thrcsltoltl (in tlte gr¿ve 178: 2/19{ì3)

were uscd. In four trascs, in thc gllves 17tl:8 ¿tlttl 16-18, ¿ gr¿Ì\¡e-

stortc u¡ils ttsetl to S(llve the s¿ìllle ptll'pose. 'flte Stelite ale insClibed

in (ilock ¡tntl ilt l(ufic-Ari¡lric. 'l'hcy \\rcr(ì ttstlitllY rvith the inscribed

sirle iltrvitrds alttl tttt'llcd rt¡rsirle dolvlt. (lrrlV the stel¿r 1|tl: 1?:1, of

s'hitrr salrd-stottc, ¡laitlterl l'etl altd iltscribr:tl in Grccli, rvas Plitced

;rs it sltottltl be, i.r'. rvith tlrg iltscribr-'tl sitle r¡ttttt'at'ds (see fig.00)'

Å liu.ge w0ll he$'n lint0stotr(]slab w¿s plil(ì(,Ìtl llpon it tu cover tìte

wltokr doottvit\'. ln thrt gt'itt'e lTLt:1t1, t$'o stelile, rltlc iltstlt'ibed itt

flrrrek (178;ltl: l) illrtl olìc ill liufic-r\r¿llic (178:18: 2) were fotlnd

closing tltt s¿rtttc rlool'u'it1'. In the grùYîs 178:8 and 16 only one

stclir,, irr one casc Olrristitrlt (l7tì: tr: lì:), in alìothol case lfuslim (17f1:
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Map 2. .A sketoh showing the conslruction of a vault-grav€.

16: 2), together with an uninscribed .stonesl¿rb werû uscd for the

.!ame purpose.

I)ue to the fact that thc griìves in which the stelae $¡ere dis-

c.overed. contain 6-11 burials each, rvhile the stelae are tleilicated.

to only one pemonr it seems evident that the stelae tlo not rela,te

to the respective grûves. They have thus been used togcther with
the above mentioned. building parts! as doot-sealings ottly, due to

their suitable shape, speciÍùlly in this ca.se rvltere the graves hacl to

be reopened e¿ch time a ncw burirl w¿ts ontontbeil. The position of

the stelae proves the samc fact.

The origin of these stelac is unknown! but one is inclined to

believe that they derive from onc of the great Christian sites as,

e.g., the cities of Dibeira-W'est and. Faras-\Vest, situated not too far
away from site 178.

The position of the burials is sirnilar to that used by the Muslins.
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but the constr.uction of these \'.l1llt-gfaves does notr ltoweYefr provo

thcm to be Muslim. Because of theil orient¿tion they cannot be

considered ¡s Christiarl, eYOn if similal gr¡rve$ but with different

orientation were for¡nd atr e.g,, the christian cemetcry of Biga in

the Egyptian Nubia. 'll¡e measurements of the rnud-bricks (30-83

x 18-90 x I cms), used in the vault-gra,ves &re exactly the same

as i¡ those bricks usea[ in the Christiau and in the Muslim graves of

site 178. This fact pr.ovc8 at least some kind of a consistency. The

Christian potsherds, lsunlty much erocted, are found in the Christian

¡rud-bricks as wcll æ in the vault-gravebrioks. In the latter case

thcy are, howevet, mixed with roilgh and thick potsherds, which

rlo not occur in Christian arclrreological remains.

The christian potshei'ds as well as the stelae must thus be con-

sidered as rtermini Post quosr'

II. THÐ ARAI]IAN STEI.,AE

by

.A.nurts Srr,oxo¡¡

The two Arabi¿n stelae founct in gravos No. 16 and' No. 18 are

iiltercsting because of thei¡.dates. they offer early evidence of the

penetÌation of Islam into Nttbia, the first dating from Hifra year

388: A.D. 998, the second from H 367 : A.D. 977.

The Kufic script of both is not very clear and what we believe

we c&n sce from the Photograph and the hand copies made by R'

l{olthoer at the spot is as follows.

Stela lio.178: 16: 2

l¡ i s u uí,Ll,ãI¿i r r øl.w t ã,ni

r-ruþ,ínt, tøbãlaka lladî' in
Éû a {a'ala laka þniron nún

ilal'i.kø fi annã,tin h rt r'
6. r- r¡¡rlr¿ lalptilñ,l'nnltãru
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wønüú'elløka rys'.w-
anhãild qúru Maþnúitrin

møkin,.,.

10. øs-saDüø ïi-arurl.cali yawni,n

min ramaf,dna sanøta !amñ-
n'in ua-!øntãni,na wa-

¡ald [!itni'nt'inl

J ^'-.e1LJ3,3/ ,-t ¡

t u-.,u Lrr-' J-11
Lø-¡.r-r. .-l-1.,o * lr¡r¡

,çJ -rl¡- llt\
J hJ Xl\,f 52.,_

gs=ii5.¿-,J-Li -s
\r J "q*rl LtAt

.¡rr.¡1n\-o
,9 OJ rr<l al) -¡rl

þ ÐS! ,,r,r'll

t"- a*rrr¡ 4oJâ
t-û,J t_

Nol¿s; llhe Qur'ãn passage'from line 3 on is quotcd from Surah

26, 11.

Line ?: The narne of the perÊon buried in the gr:lve, gøðru, is

partially illegible. However, it begins with Ma[mûil.

L¡ine 10: ns-sabtu uSaturdayrr in the H-year 388 is actually Satur-

day August 87th, A,D. 998.
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Stela No.178: 18: 2

bisn ¿illãh,i r -r aþn t ñ,ni t -r üW
qul htnoa llãlat aþaitr ølldhu

ç-sam,ad Iøm yaliil, wa-lan gû'løil ua-lønt

'¡¡alnur lahú' lwfi wãþid Iñ8ã

5.qabru....
r aþn al;u, Itãhi' alaihí w a-ma gl ir auútû'

uu-rifltoãnuhú'ølaihî . . .

nrùt palurin sonata.çab'irl øa- s'ittina ua-!alã-

rO. lYùni'aùinl .....

C¿/--n).t-¡+1.,¡'L

r 
^-.. 

\ln-s lu l-lþ -aP

,Pb'¡ U¡U"+""r="^'
l\d"\L y+ J 'b

tÅ
,¡?.[^ j Ê-'1" 4IJ 1¿,.Ð

',ù,!tr-ù'k 6'79ry3

q# NbÈÀ.g vüluJ
\-*-_

tz"p4ï-' ìL¡.'

x r a{x2 t +r"2 t-l
)44s

5

to

\ss.'
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l'hotoglaph of sleln \o. 178: l8: 2

-\'olt's.' 'l'hc Qttr"ã,n pa.sltiìg(r from lina 2 on is fl'oln Sttrirìt 1 l2'
It lr;rs, hcrwcvct', in line 4lnaf pto hufto'n ¿nd rrrrTi¡rl pro oþod.

Linc 5: Thl' ltlttntl of the prìl'son to ¡vholn thr stlla was crfeoted

is illegihle.

IIl. 'l'llFl lilìEEI( STEI,AE

b)'

llnxnrx Zn,l,t,rcus

'l'hc ts'o iuscriptions (Jxc¿tyittctl, rla.tcd 1070 AD. itnd 1159 AD.

ltsper:tir,el)', tÌtal{c .rn iÌtU)oltûtlt arklition to the incrciming nnnrber of

tireeli (lhl.istitrr c¡ritaphs on sl¿rlr¿¿ foulld ilt v¿tLiot¡s klc¡tlitics of

Nubi¡r. Sittcr tltl tcxts putrlishetl by l¡Iil¡þllÌvnl,l iu ltis "l?¿o¿¿rl cles

rlrrscrilrfrl¿¡rrs y¡reu¡uts-cht'rífrl¿l¿n¿r.ç tI'E¡1¡¡ytle (lfl(17) tltr ttulnbot of silttilal

inscriptions rcrrot'tlecl ltas tcitchcd cr¡ltsidclallle propoltions, althottgh

many of tlurlr rtre vct'.v fragluentrlry ittttt ate ¿lr'¡lil¿thlc oltly in papers

irnd publir.trtions r¿ther difficult of ¡ìcctrss. Flcrc I givr tcfcrenee trttlv
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to thrr ì'elcv¿¡,nt Greek tcxts re-editcrt in Pn¡ctsrcKu's ,\(rt,l',,rclbu,ch grie-

chische¡ flrlc,unden, urs Åg|pletø (SB) and tlte Srr,pPlarl¿,¿¿¿¿,,r ttpigra'phi'

c.unù (iraecurr, (SEG). 'l'ltey itre: SB 4949 (7õ3 AD.), SB õ716 (1172

AD,), SB 6035 (rr8r AD.), SB 7190 : SEG \IIII f164. Sll 742tì

(858 AD.) : SEG VIII 871, SII 7'129 : SEti VIII tl72' SB 7430

: SIJG VIII tì73, SB 7431 : SEG \TTìI874, SB 74ts2 (1080 AD.)'

SB 8235 : SEG VIII 875, SB 82í,17 : SEG VIII S65, SLI fI2ij8 :
sEG VIII rì{iti, SB 8239, sB 8240 : sBci YIII86tl, SB tl94l : SE(i

VIII869, SII fl72?, SIJ 8728 (692 aD.), sB'8731, sll 8740 (707 AD.),

SB 87611 (1157 r\D.), Sìì 8766 (1181 AD.). Ås rcglrds nlol'clccent

publications, ntçtttion nìûl' brÌ llì.Ìdc of O. G. S. Cn,tlronn, Costles

rutcl Chu,rclrcs ¿ln úhc l/idttlc Nile Regiotr, (Suilln Antiquitir:s Servicc,

(lccasionll P¿pt-'rs No 2, lgtil), irt which M. I¡'. Ir¡rlttNc M,'lc,ttr,tlt

publishcs 7 Grcck antl Ooptic fragntents (pp. 41--17): ¿r.nd l'. 1,.

S¡¡rNr.¡rn-II. N. (lutttlttx, iL Monø,stery in. fh¿r .¿Yortl¿crn 'Sr¿darr, (Stt-

rl¡n r\ntic¡uities Servictr, l)ccasional Pape¡s No 5, 196l), 7f] gl'itt't

stel¿c (mostly fra¡¡nre¡tary) in Grccli anrl (krptic published in colla-

boration rvith J. \\¡. Il. Il¡nNS (pp. rjrl -'lll).
Our tn'u cpitaphs, l¡t¡th of tltern ilt ¿ì, lenì¿ìTk¿ìl)I1, goorl stilto of

plcsexvårtiolt, åttc \M'ittett itt (lltek, rvhit.,h in Nt¡bia llt¿ìintainofl its

position, itlongsidû tlo¡rtic. as the langttagn of tltr; liturgy, i¡hcritert

fr¡m Byz:tntitun. llttt tltc (lrrtck litltgttirgc r¡f thc texts is fitttlty irntl

debascd, inflttonced b1' Lo¡rtitr illtd Nttlli¿tll spcllin;¡ itltd ptottttltciit-

tiOn, antl dotts ttot, of rtollrsc, ,iustify ftìì1r tro¡¡1'11¡aiotts as to tlte {cvclop-

ment of living fîrecli. Evideutll, thc stotte-(tutte¡'s ol' ('tlgr'¿lvrll's of

N¡bia dicl not lx)¡tscss Ílltl' l'e¿ìl Conìlììå[n(l of (irccl<. Fr¡llolving :l

stcreotyped tratlitiolr thrrv copictl old pnttclns ilt a r'¿thcl nrrlclt¿rnical

wey, though adntittcdlv with cnrtiìilt \¡ill'iiltiolls.

Most of the epitiryhs front Nubiir, ûll(}rre ¿rll tlrrl Gr.rrck otrcs, al'e

bascd olt att ettchologiti ptayer, still ilr usc ilt tlttl Ortltorlox spltere

(in thc Arnlettiatl' Etltinpic, slavonic ;tnd (ìrrrckClturcltcs)' F'orthis

atchttlo¡¡ia cf. e.g. S. tlc lì.rctr¡ iu tltc (hlttptesrondllsdeI'Acadómie

rles Inscriptions tt lJcllcs-Lcttl'(,'s lf)09 (pp. 15;Ì -16l) ancl C. M. I(,tur-

rrr\liN, I/onulbuch iler altchrisllichnt E'pigtu1ftilt, f9f 7 (p¡r. 146 ff.)

'l'lrrr wottliltg of this ettcltolog.v is sttbjcct to certain I'itti¡ttiong, ¡ìs
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sho\lrì bv de Rrccl in his t¿rlile of \'¿l,l.iants (pp. fo6--ltiO),butthc
nilin body of the prlycr is fairlv conrristent in all compamble texts.
All of them contain thc formula about rcsting in the bosom of Abr¿-
hanr, Isaae ¿Ìnd Jacob, lvhich is also found. in some Latin inscriptions
(dc Rossr, ICVR I p. XXXVI qúescerc.ir¿ sir¿rr.s ;llnalruc, Isat, et

Iacob etc.).

Thc inscriptions dcscribed Ìrere ¿tre datcd, aB \yas customilry in
thitt periocl, accorrling to the cra of Martyrs (era of Dior:letian bc-
ginnirrg rvith the vcar 284 ÂD.).

Inscription À'o l.

This stele is in ¿n entirely perfect state of preservationandcont¿ins

the epitaph of a certain St,mrophonr.s, written in Greek but with some

Coptic elements intmrningled (lines B?, 24, ZZ, ZB). The social status
or profession of the dcceased is not clcar. Provided. l. I is intcnderl
to be written in Greek we could think of him ¿s an ad.miral (N,rvaex?),
but this is far from being established. The Greek language of our
text shon's ir nurnber of mistakcs, notably in the lcngth of the
vowels (e1. 2 úv,lO rónE, 32 tõv oõ(pa)võv),:rnd ccrtain contamina-
tions in tlre use of the cascs (cf. zzl% &vónutoo{-atç) tfiv ryu1¡l¡v ût
ôoóXot¡ oou), but on thc whole it is fairly corrcct. Abbreviations rlo

not occuÌ, contractiong are marked by il horizontal stroke (cf. t
îc, ¿ E, ñãtou, 2l lõ, 26 n-Qi,27 tút'ç) and so are the figures (99f,
30 rptúÒ. With the exception of ll. 2 ¿rnd p1 the copula zaí is
representcd throughout by the sigla f. The separation of words is now
and then mad o by a distinguishing dot (.). Sornetimes inte,rpunctuation
is inrlicatecl by a colon (:) according to the Nubian system. .l.hl

Grcek letters are regnlar and the relding does not offcr anv tlifficulties.
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îext

tleight 44 cm., breadth 24 cm'

. IE O -XZ XÍÌO ùITTPIA IIAPOENO,

a I o ü¿ roN 
'iÑÃt's¿¡¡ 

I{AI trAEHz Ñ

TAPKO, O TON OATON KATtLPIH'
ÐAZ q TON AÁHN I{ATtIIIATII¿L\

; t¡ ZQIIN TQ IiOtMA XAPIÐAMß
NOÐ ANANAYEON TTIN Y'YXHN

TOY AOYAOY ,TAYPOOOPOY

tùtï -12 NAYAXP NOB NAY IilI'I'AXQP:I

EN IiOttIIOIE ABPAAM t, IEAAI{

rc tt IAKQB EN TAUQ ùQTINQ EN

TQNQ ANAY'YEEQT ENOA AITEÐ

APA OAIINH Q IIYIIH q \TENAI'MOE
TIAN AMAPTHMA ITAP AYTOY NPAX

@BN AOnQ H EPIA H KATA ÁTA

r, NOIA!{ Qt: M}NOÐ Qt AIAAOZ

+ rÞIAANO\ ' I:YTXAPHÐON OTI

OYK EETIN ANOE'OÐ ZIIZETAI t, OYK

AMAPTTTZEI EY TAP MONU: AMAP

TÍIÐ: EI(TOÐ YNAPXEIX h ¿IKAI

'¿o OZYNII ¿OY ÁII{AIOIYNH ' EIÐ

TON ATANA ' M T{AI O AOTO EOY

AAHOEIA EY IAP OI ANANAYZOI

THN VJYXHN TON ÁOYAOY ZOY'

ÐTAYPOOOPOY EXQN ¿EYITPO'

,u ÃnnEAQ .h 2)' 't'HN AoEA

ANAMEATIQME' TOY frFi 
' 

TOY ï'Y
t, . TOY Arlot' iTM AMHN : EN?',A)',

MTON iü AOV : TH TTAPAÐKEYII :

H M EPA, XO IA TI,-H. AIIO IIAPT'
,u dlw II MEPA AYroY' Q : 7E

ANAryAYEOI"¡ EIÐ BATIAEIAN N
. TON OY-NO|¡ TENOITO AMH
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'I(r7ooõ)ç ó X(pøuí)ç, (Mq¿oí¡X), Mapía nøBté-rcç

A t ô @(od)e úv nv(ary)útcnv xaì ndoqc lV

øagxòç, ¡5 rù tdvaæv xatagyt¡

oaç (xaì.) rôr' ",{ôqv xotonatrioaç,

ø (xai) (coì¡v tQ x&opcy 1¿ageoáp,c-

wç, &aánaaoou d¡a p7t¡v
æõ ðotítfuou Ðtaupogópou

ME IE NAYA](P NOI' NAY ENTAXQPA
èv xóìowrç 'ABpaùp (xaì) ' Ioaùx

rc (xaì) 'Iøxú\, èv ui;nE gøttvQ, êt

uimq ù'cn¡n3gecoç, ëvùa ônéo-

ôpa òôí1uq, (xaì) X:únr¡ (xal) oæuaypóç.

nãv âpágw¡¡ra nag¡' aùroõ nqaT-

, 8èv Xóyq, û ðpyrp û xarù 6rd-

tt t'otat', titç pówç foç àyaûòç

(xaì) qûó'a(tpøn)oç, oayydtE¡oov, ör t'

olsx Ëmu' fiv(tptan)oç 6ç (fioetar (xaì) oð'x

âpaprfioeu où yàp ¡úroç åpag-

æ\ac ð¡r"òc únág1¡et'ç (xaì) ðwar
,¿o ooónl ow ð¿ranoú\ eîç

ròv aîõwa, K(ú'gt)e, xuì ô \óyo(ç) oov

il.fiflem. où yae oT åvónaaoot

nlu yoTlu vòv ôoúAøu oøu

Eraupoqópu EXQN EEYHPOt
z¡ ÃnilEAQ. (xaì) o(o)ø d¡u ôóEa(v)

åvapétuu'tpe(v) wú n(at)pi (xai) wõ a(ío)õ

(xøì) nõ åyíw nv(a:pavo)ç. &priv. ENTAY
MTON ttt *tOV rfi napaonatfi

fipépq Xonx q' ùrò ¡tagþ\pav)
so Wç fipégq aôrcõ Q. X(p¿or)è

àyónwnot' eìç BøoíLe,rco'þ\

ñv oð(pa)võv. yéwno. epúQ),

l. tç, fi, nt 2. ü,l. rãn, 4. et pass. f : %al l}.LúnE
rr. l. únE 1U12. l. ãnóôpø 12.1. ôW 76. gtl,øwç 17. uwç

18/19. l. åparyíaç 21. .,ie 2212s.1. ot'yàp el ãtónaaocç rñç wxñc
roõ ôoú)ov ow 26.@,l. naqoe, ã 27. æ 29. pag 32 7. tõv,

ooffil. oôgwõtt'.
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'l'r'anslnl,iolt

.Iesus Christ, Ì[ichacl, Mary the \¡ilgin.
tl Lìotl of sortls attd of itll flesh, rvho didst o\rel(rollltì death ¿tttl

tri¡uple tlorvn Flell ¿nrt gavest life to thc rvorld, rest thc srtul of

th5' s*rr.,,nt staurophoÌus . . .. . .. . in thc bosuilt of Abr¿h¿rm

aurl lSaae i¡ld J¿ìcoh, itt a ¡rlactr 9f light, in a placc of refrcsltntent,

wltetìco puin ttttl sot'row itttd groaning ltavc fled. Evcry sin courmittt:d

by [irn in rvorrì rlr dccrl or i1 intentign fo¡git'e him, as tltou alontr

iì't good nlttl bcncvtll't1¡ ,,t rttatrkintl, because tltere is no m&n lvho

¡thall live iutd ttot sitt. For thott alonc ¿rt't fr1;e frot¡r sin ilnd tlt-r¡
j ustice is u ,irrsticc fol' evrtr, I rrtrrl, and thy \\'ord i8 tìre tr¡th. I"9l tltort

iu't thc rcst of thc sottl of thy servatlt Stilut'opltorus . . . . .

¿urt let us ¡rraisc iu sottg the glory of thee, tlre f¿rthcr ¿ìnd the Son ¡utd

th0 llol-v fìhost. Arncn. Tho day he fell aslecp in dc¿th rvas Fliday

tho tlth of ( lltoi¿rk in the 1'ciu' 7U6 front the Mitrtyrs, the dtry of his life-

iiurc tltc 90th (year). tiltt'ist, r'est ltim in thc kingdorn of the heavctls.

ìÎ¿v it bc so. Altten.

(l olrttttrttt¿trY

i. hr t¡c opetriug line ot'invrlt:¡ttiort thc n¡uttc of ltich¿rel is rvrittett

in thO furtu of it, ttullìoricill cocle in rvhich the ltumber v¿lues tlf the

lettcrs ¡ìt.rì tdded ttp and the sum tlten rvritten rvith its krtter viìhle$:

¡t.: 40, ¿: 10, Z : (i00, o: l, ?: 8, z1': 30, 689:1219' 'l'ltis

svstem o(x'ltls vctl' oftelì in the Nubiirn grûffiti as shown by SntNnIr':

- (lrrrrrrcr o¡r.cit. 1r. 95. Cf. tlte contlltr¡ll wliting o1 ri¡ti\v rvith tlte

letter.s pú : 99. Tltr,. iltvocation of Mich¡lel isrcmark¿lblycoltttuott itl

Nubi¿rri texts. Âs fr¡l' tlte epithet uqtéwç for }liu{¿ it is ttltttstt¿l

in i¡tvoc¿rtions of tltis sort.

2. .[,he filst liu0 of tho contOxt is oftcn fi'ailtctl ilr the epit¿plts

lry ilre àpocalyptic lctters .,1 Q 0r'l) - .,1. Thc il irr the rigltt

nì¿ìtgitt of ottt' inscri¡rtion is enignliltic ¿¡d possibly thc result of att

(rrror.. lt is nrorc likely to b0 fl misrvriting for .4 thitn N : ivIKA

ol sotììc otlrrrr nr-vst,icit.l valtlr,'.
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7. The n:tnt(r r)f thu tleceitserl, Nlrrro.o¡rl¡(,r¡r.5-, seenrs to brt t¡r
addütih mt. le¿ir'i.s olo),rcslir:rl.i.

8. 'lltc line is apparentl!' writto.n in ( lolltic. If not. $'o coul(l possibly

lead (in Gleek) tlre titlc vouóp7r¡Ç. cf. tlre s¿rnrc titlc iu (inr¡'¡'rtu,

Christian, f)otntnrnls frolr .\trrbirr, Proc. of thc }Jritish Ar;irclcrn1.,

1928, ¡1. 139 (grrrffito) tnd the geogruphical ¡r¿lrres Jfoôalrla irrrrl

.Pael¡ora.

15. Omittetl ¿trt the rvords äveç, iítpeç,I-relongirrg to a fullcr version
of tlte euchokrgv. olt tlle othcl h¿lrtl ¡íçpótoç isfoundasanarlditir¡rr
to the Ìronliùl sclrelnc onll' in Ll:pRnvnt: N. 66õ, cf. tLt Rrrcr op.eit.
p. 157.

22 f. Rcnd: oit yap el ¡ivd,naao¿Ç tí¡e tyuyíjç toíi ôøúJou or, possibll.:

,ù,yàS eI àyunuúoaw tfiv ryv¡fiv n)-.
2a. EXQt\ ÐEYHPO¿ is harrt to ulrderst¡rnd if not (loptic. Cf.

SE(,LII fJ7z, 20 IúOMATI EXOÀ' in an ex¡rcth'similar conrrer:tion.

25 f. Note the confnsion betweclt the genitive and the d¿tivt
cases.

z$ L. ENI'A|" ÌJ,ÍTON ÑI Mot',Coptic : "(thc rlav) in rvhich he fcll
asleep in death".

30. illhe ycar 78ti r¡f the f)iocletian era is the erluivtlent of tlrrt
ytrar 1070 AD. r)¡dqç aùtoõ: ¿r contortion tif the life-tinrr of tlre de-

<ie¡tsed. shorving that the engr¿t\.er hitd ¿ v+rrv poor gr:lsp of the actu¿rl

content. Of. the seü fon¡ml¡r c.g. in SII 7{i¿ (1080 AD.) 2;t f. ðz¿

(: ë"q) tfiç Qoí¡e uûroú fipégq €u

/nsclr¡rlrirrr À'o,',r

Tlre strontl stele cont¿ins the epitlph of a bishop nanted tr'lart¡y
ro,phnrrr.s (ilr the tcxt .4y'rlrlyliphonts). 'I'hc Grcek is luure garblcrt

tlt¿ur in the first one alrd sonre onrissiotrs shorv rluite cle¿rrh' th¿t
tlte engtitvel tlitt ltot tuttlemt¡tttd (it'eck himself. (lontr¡rt;tions ¿rrrr

gencrally made in the s¡ulrc w¿t). ¿ìs i¡r Nrl l. As regirrds inter-

¡tuncttt:rtion \re trote tlr¡rt f¿r ìtì()r{ì use is nrlrle of rlistingttishilrg
dots-

15 - Studla Oriental¡e X!(VIII
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Text

HeighÙ 33 cm. Breadth 30 cm'

t IE O FZ Xno MAPIA

t@æ TA nÑATON KA nAzIE zAP
KO' O TON.@ANATON KATAPTHÐAZ

KAI TON AAHN.KAI ZQHN.TOY KOD

s MOY' XAPIÐA MENOÐ ANAUAYEO N' TH N

VYXH TON AOYAON EOY MAPTYFOz ENIE

KOIIOZ,-Y\ NALEZI îE MAPUV A EN I{OA

nO IE.ABPAM. t, EIEAAK' t, EIAKQB'EN
TQNA, øQTINA.EN TQNA.XAOI EN

rc TQIIQ'ANAYYEEQÐ'ENO AÛÊ¿PA O

ÁINH.t, AYnI'I, ETENA| MOZ'ÚAN AMAP

TÍIMA.NAP AYTOY.NPAX@EN AOnQ H EP

rA,H KATA ÁIANOIAN OZ.MONOE.QZ ATAOOÐ

t øIAANOZ. EYNXAPIÛON'OTI OYK EZTI
,ø N AÑõ8.o, nHTETAI'q oYK AMAPTHZEI'

EY TAP. X'TONOD.A MAPTHAE EKTOÐ'YNAP

XEI\'ÁI t, OÐYNH'\ AI ITOEYNH \Oy EL TON

AIQNA ¡íEO AOTO ÐOY AAH@EIA 2Y IAP EI ANA

NAY\OI THN YYXH.TON ÁOYAON EOY MAP

zo TYPIcÞOPOY.EN I2KONOD YE MAPTA,I, A

EOY TITN AOEAN ANAMEANOMEN TOY NTF
T

ANO MAP OOÈ IO MEXEIP A iE T Ñ ANA

IIAYZO HMEPA fr N MOAPI 
'A

| 'I(r¡ooõ)ç ó X(gßt.i)ç, (MryuflX), Møpíø'

t @(eri)c ui(t') nu(a4t)átotv xa(i) ndotç oag-

xòç, ó ròv távarop xaragYrJoøç

xaì ròv " Sôqa naì (øì¡v roõ nóø-

t pou Tapwú¡nwç, åvóncnoou tù¡u

WXùQ,) úv ðoõ),óv øw Mapcupo(qópo)c ônlo-

xonoç o(lò)ç nQdEEI u(íò)ç Mqtóyra h' xóA-
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nocç 'ABgà.¡r (xaì) Eìoaàx (uaì) Eíaxtbp, å'v

rdmE gttccvõ, èv r<ímt¡t çXaí(aç), åv

to ubnqt ituutyúfeøe, ëut'ànéôga ð-

6fuq (xal) dr3n (xaì) oævay¡óç. nãr' itprip-

tqpa nap'øùtoõ npa1çtèv ÀØE û âg

yq fl xoù. 6tót'otan,, ðç pórcç foç &yaflôç

@uì) çùda(flpt'tn)oç, avrycbproov, $tc oðx Ëor¿'

r' v dv(tEon)oe ôe efioeuu (xaì) oåu åpapniøer

otì 7¿n pówç ãpaptí¡ae èmòe ú,wóp-

¡ets. ô{xalooúuq o(ou} ô(xut)ooóv4 oou eìç tàry

<rîtãaa, K(úple, ö ]róyo(ç) øou åilfi$em. oìt yàg el åt'd-

nØ)oot rì¡v qruyfiu ùv MJ'óv oou Map-

zo zugtqógou êntoxonnç u(iò)ç Magú! a (xaì)

øøõ rrjv ôó€a(t) ãvapéLnail¿v roú n(a)tg(òç).

cnô pag(uporu) <iroÉ ÅO Mcgeìg a' IE T lO avri-

naooo(v) ûpésç ft B MOAPI tÁ.

l. tç, lç,|çnt 2.W,. aatov,l.wiøqe 6.1.æõõoúXou, Mop"vþoç

$17. l. ènøltónm, 7. l. uioõ 8. l. 'ABpaáp, h -- xaí,|.'Ioadx,
' Iaxøp 9.1. dnE 10. l. rdzr¡r l0lll.l.ðôór\, Mwl 14.1. øay1giryqoov

lfi. l. å.papríaç 17. ôrloootr, 18/19. l. ålónauorc ríiç tyuyflç toõ

MÀav 1Sl2O l. MoptupEópu.

'l'rirnslation

Jesus Christ, I\ficltitel, M¿ria.

O Gotl of souls and of itll flesh, rvho tlidst ()vel'comc cleath and

trample dorvn Hell and ga\¡ost life to the n'orld, rest the ttoul of thy
servant lúartyrophorus, thc bishop, son of Poclesi(?), son of Maliasha,

in the bosonr of Abr¿¿ltanr and Isi¡íùc and Jacob, in a. placeof light,

in a place of green shoots, in a placc of refreslmrent, whence pain anal

Brìrrow and grotning ltavc fled. Every sin committed by him in
rrord or decd ol in intention forgive him, as thotr alonc axt good atrd

benevolent to mankind. because there is tìo m¿It rvho shall live and

not sin. For thou alonc ¿t¡'t free from sin. Thy jnstice is thy justice
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for ever, Lord, thy çol'd is trutlt. Fot tltou art the rest of the soul

of thy serv:rnt thc lSishop ltart-vrophorttst son of Mariash¡r, and thy
glory we praise in song (and that) of the Fathcr. Ilr tlte -vear 875 frorn

the Martyrs the lst of l\{echeir . . . . rest ltim the d¿y. . .

Corrtmentary

4. the word. xqtanarfioaç is omitted.

ti. The Bishop Mattyt'ophot'rts is not known to us from other

sources.

?. Provided Poilesi is the father's name we note that both of

tlre parents arc mentioned. This seems to be an t¿r¿icu¡tt,itt tlte Nubilrr

inscriptions, but cf. l. ?0,

9. il r6nE yiloí(aç), an addition to the normal sclteme, is fot¡url

in a few comparable insmiptions, cf. dc lìtccr op.cit. p. 157. The

rvriting of the latter word ltas in all texts offerred great difficulties.

L7. ôrloovv4. The use of the abbreviatiott sign within a rT ord

Beerns to indicate th¿t thc utiter hardly understood lvhat lte was

engraving.

20. Note that only the mother's ll&me is ntentioned in the fin¿t

clar¡se of the euctrology.

21. The sentence remains incomplete since mention of the Son

and the Holy Ghost is left out. Omissions and misundcrstandings liktr

this show quitc clearly that the inscription wa^s made without any

knowledge of Greek.

22. The yeer 876 after the lf[artyrs is the equivalent of 1159 AD.

AO is thc temporal postposition iIr Nubi¿n, but the meaning of thtl

following lctters (date?) is not cle¿r.

23. Tlre end of tlte line remains unintellegible. Is ù[oari a cor-

ruptect form of the Arabic month name Molmrrnt¿ or of the Ooptic

MAIP: Mechcir? Or ie it the Ooptic cquivalent ot yéwno?
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(ìrallito

In adrlition to thc inscriptions we lre llublinhing a gt'affito,26.ir
. 4l¡, (:nl. 'l'he Nubian gl'¿rffiti, grncrally senttclted on ltottt'tv, cont&in

nirlres irnd sorrxrt,¡lnes titles. Tltc narnes spelt out in. regttlal miting
rlo rrot r'ffcl iurl' \'ll'v gre¿rt tlifficrrltics. Bigger problcnts itre presented

liv tlrc lìuÌtì(,ìrlr¡s rÌìrìnofln'iùnnn¡rtic rvt'itings, cspcciitlll. rvhen thev
rrLr' ¡ralts of clurnsl' pictrrres or tlr:urvilgs, iìs in oul r'¿se. For thc

ìltr,r'¡rrrrtatio¡r of sttcìr ntoìtogliìlììs, ot' rathrrt' tltrr ¡¡trtir,t tlifficultir:s in

rr,rrrlin¡{ tlru¡r rf. Srtt^*xlu. .(lttttt'tlK op.cit. p. 9õ itnd t}tr: s¡rer:ittretts

oil lrlr. 9(i-l I 1.

t )rtt' gt'ir ffitrr rr.rukl ì ur l'earl ¡rs .4 á')-//0 7' E l' Ð E T ¡U I I E fQ A B P A M
l)lrt, tll(, litst rvotrl ¡¡rrrl tlre lcsolrrtiolrs of thu lì(lrìogt'¿lìrs te¡rt¿tilt

rnrr:lriu'. \otc thlt t,lrr,sccoltd .{ in .llll'-1 il r:oiltcitlrs u'ith thc f¡-ret

ol thc riglrt figurrr.

t. 'lhe (lreck stela fronl (Ítave n¡r. 118 ;8.
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!. 'l'lrt' ( l¡'r.r,li slelit ft'rtìì (i11ì\'t' ltr,. Il8 : lt(.

.ra' . i,

ti . 2'x' '...'t

lJ. (l¡trt,,rrts ,rf lltr.lit'lrt'r'rro. lîti: l. \lt,,1l¡1' ¡¡¡1's,r'¡'1,'¿¡[l¡¡tt r¡f lltt'corlìst]s.
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/r. CÌeneral vierv of a vaull gr¡ve ,178 : 17.

5. The (lreek (?) stela fronr Orave no. l?8 : 17'



)l l¡ Iì. [lilr-t'rror: il ,\. Str.o\ ¡.\ ll .'/,tt. t,r {(]r's

-' - 1¡år ';

tì..\ r'irrrr slt',\\'ittg lltr,lrosilir¡tt of llrr,stlltr ill (ir.¿rt,t r¡1. lltì: l7



liivr, ¡¡r'itvr.-slr,lir,' Ir',,¡n Srrrlalrr.sr' \rrl,i¡r ,!

,oTiIflF

\ rìulti ll,,;r¡ing l[,r strla lrr¡ul (lralc no. 178:8
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