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Notes on Wagons and Chariots in Ancient
Mesopotamia

by

Dr. Ar¡nus Salonert

The rnaterial on n'hieh rvc ltale to basc orrr linun'lcdge of the

Iìirbl-lorriatr rnc¿urs of tnrnspot'tltion b¡. l¿rncl. i. {'. \\'¿rl{ous, cltariots

slerlges, ¡roltable ch¿rit's etc., is lut:rs rich ¿s tlrlt tloaling n'ith the

nte¿ìrìs of ttirtrs¡rolt:ttion try u'¿tcr. lt is ttrrc thilt tlrcre is ¡rlcnty of

rrrirtcri¿rl for investig';rtiol. hrt it, rlocs nut givc rrs ¿rrr ex¿lct r)r'¿ts ¿tcrììt-

rlte i[ corrt'o¡rtiou of tlrrr f¿u'ts as tloes the rrr¿rteri¿rl de¿r.ling u'ith bo¿rts

lurrtl shi¡rs. \\¡c h¿r'e ¿uìlong thc latter, for exarrr¡rle, rvontlerful h:lr-

bolrl tlocurtrettts u lriclt ¡rrovide trs n'ith fret'ist,. irrfurrrriltiolr o¡t the

rlinlensiorrs a¡ttl Lhc turrrrlrcr of tliffel'cnt p:rrts of tlrc fl'ciqlrters of

rirriorrs sizes urrrl liirrtls (thc lì;rlrylonitn llo¡rts u'01'c rnainl¡' flciglrt-
crs). 'lltu tlocli rlor,rrnìclìts ftont t]r III l,r1t'iorl r:r-cn enable us tr.r

rec()rìstt'u(it tlte lìabylotti¿ur vessels! Ilrrt tttist'nùilc tlictu, \\'e

tto rtot lìossess siurililr rrrirtel'ial foL ¿rn irrlestigirtiorr r¡f the dimensiorrs

¿ntl the lnnrrllet of the differctrt ¡rarts of tlrc u'agrurs iurcl chariots.

Itr a n'a¡', the siule is true of l,ì91,¡rt.'l'he olrl llgyptian sout'ces

colrtilirr nrrrt'lr k.rss trratrrrill fot tlrr inr,ostigatiou of l¿nd tlius¡ror'-
tutiolr rrrcthorls thitn for th¿rt of u'¿rteL tl'¿ursport. llones and cha-

riots ale first r¡rt'ntionetl in 1¡ç ¡5th iurrl l(lü, rl-1,nrtsties, u'lrelr the
Itotse betr¿lnrc fittrriliir to tlre Ilgl'¡rtiinrs (tf. S'rnrnoonrr Snnr,u,

rWhen lìg-v¡rt llt¡lctl tltl lrJintu ¡r. z7-l). ln the I,)g¡'ptian l)ictionary
of lìnu,rNn (iR¡u,on' (r\\¡iil'terìruch cler Ä¡¡¡¡'ptist'herr Spracherl) I
havc found onl¡' aborrt (ìLr \\'or(lN lonnectcrl n,ith hones and chariots,

the nteanings of tlre gre¿test ¡ralt of rvl¡ich ate still obscure. I rvould
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likr.l to ¡roint orrt, incirlcrrt¿ll¡,, that thc llgylrtil,n tctnrs fol tralel-
liug b1' ch¿t'iot n'ure rntlu'¿rlll' rlr,t'iv¡d pa,ltl¡' frorrr tcrrns ¡rsetl

for travcllinS b¡, ¡,,r., ilnd $lìil). E. ¡¡.,rt 'i in tlte carlict lretiorl rrreììnt

Ito trlrvel lrv bo¿rtr, in the liltel ¡roriotl ¡to tr¿r'rrl b¡, liurrb; lrs eiu'l¡'

:w in thc ì:'vriunid ttlxts /.1 rl i rrrtrirnt rstrorrritbf¿lhl'c¡ì¡r. ¿nrrl l¿rter rnrlrd-

rt'iirts rciscn, nicht zn St:lriffr>; lr rr i in the P¡'littrrirl tcxts nreant rto

rcrvr. a,rld froltr the 2ol" 11!nast,y on uto frlvel b1' chariotr.

'lhe inr¡rort¿urce of the chariot, as is n,ell liuon'n. is trourrectcd

rvith that of the hrrrse, n'hich llet,¿urìe realll,fanrili¿rr lo the Raby-

luuiarts rtrlatilell' latr. \\¡lrile it is tlue that the ltorse s'¿ìs ah'e¿tlv

knotlrt in llcsr¡pot¿lnri¡¿ in Ilur lirst h¿lf of tltc 3'd nlillennirnrr, it tlid
not becoure poprrlar urrtil rrruch latcr, iu abor¡t the nritlcllc of tlrc2"d

nrillen¡riurn. The Oode of ll¿nrntrrrabi, for cxaurple, does rrot rrrrr¡¡tiorr

the ltorse or cyon the chaliot. lt trtentions. ltou'elcr', tltc clrattglrt

\\'ir€fon. eriqqutn (u'r'itten ctS¡1¡1¿-61Dr-DA) n'hir,h rvas rlrarrn b1'

other tlt.arrglrt-aniurals arrd usetl in nlesolrotanriil bcfore the lrorstr

s'iu ¡ro¡rular (r/.S$ 271- 272).0¡t hol'ses in thc .\ucie¡rt Nclr East

see especiall-r' Pornalz, rD¿u Pferrl in dr:r Friihzeitu.

'I'he urost irn¡rortilnt sourcc for invcsti¡¡'¿rtion oI thc Lìabylonian

rìreans of lantl transportltion is thc first ¡r;rrt of l,he 6rh tablct of

Ll Â R-r il : h,uûulft¿. \\rrt"totts, r,h¿Lliots, ¿tnrl tlteir ¡rat'ts iLrc itlso

nlcutionert irr Srurrerian econorrrir; texts, iuttl ltcilrlï cver'.vn'lret'c itt

[he rich Surrcrirur :unrl Act:irrliittt littr:r¿tt¡l'r: (histot'ic¿l texts. officirrl

antl ¡rriratc lettcrs, lcgal contrat:ts, onrcn tcxts, ltl,ttuts, e¡rirs ctt'.).

Irtr¡rortant ¿lso is tltc ¿trclr¿eological l¡ìateriùI, i. ¿. nlr)(kìls of tvagotts

iurd ehilriots tn¿ule of cll_v ol sonrr) otlter ntatetiill, dran'ings otr

rcliefs, seals etc. Llnfoltun¿ltely, thc ¿r'chaeologir:¿rl rlr¿trrial n'e h¡rvtr

tl¿Ltes frotrr the Sunrelian antl Assyrian tiutrts. I knus'of uo lrictutc
of rvagons or chariots lronr the C)ld l3ab1'louiart ¡reriorl (s,hich thc l,r"

tablet of U A R-r a : þrùu,lltr, deals rvithl).

Thc first 09 lines of the 5n talrlct of U Â R-r ¿t : ISttrtllu list

chariots untl rvagons ¿ntl their various lrarts. This list is a continrr:r,-

tion of the dcscri¡rtion of rneans of trans¡rort¿rtion irr ¡rrrtretal. lle¡{rrtr

in the l:rst ¡rrrt of the ,+r" t¡lhlot, rvherc bollts ¿r.nrl slt i¡rs irntl tlteir corrr-

¡rononts iu'c lislcrtl (sec rrr¡, rI)ic \\rassrrrfltlrt.zcrrgc in ll¿r.hvLrnicn,r).
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'l'hc 4r,¡ t¿blct ends ilr a catclrline e iè nr at - nur-l¡u,I¡-h¿lr. rvhir:lt

enablolr us to tcstorc tltc fil'st rlestroyctl liuc of tltc õr" t¿blet. In tu1'

opirrion. tho f¿tct that IJ A lì-r a: htilmlht devotes lttorrt ¿lttcn-

tion to boats and ships than to rvilgous anrl r'll¿riots. inrlir'¡rtcs tltilt
boats ¿tncl sltips ¡trovirlul the principill ntc¿ìn$ o[ tt'it.ns¡rorta.tion -
llt lc¿lst in the sotrthcrl ¡rart of the L¿rtttl of thc 'l'witt lì.ivcn. tvltirrlt

rv¿us cttt up into sntallt;r or biggct'isliuttls b1, ttttntctotts canals (ant'ient
'Venit'c on a largcr scalc!).

The first ¡rart of tho SrL t¿blct of U r\ lì-r a: lntbulht, rlealin¡l

sitlr chlriots a,ncl \ragons c¿ur be tlivitled intrl five sectiotts (see ttt1,

ul)cr i\lrschuitt uWirgcru tlcr õ. 'lafçl rler Seric ll A lì-r r : hnúntllult

: So X I: il): f ;o. lincs I ¡,8 rlc¿rl rl ith the 2-n'heeled chariot, rmr-

l;nltlu,; J:o. line 59 givcs the nante of ¿rn rrnltnrru'rt liintl o[ ehariot or

\\'¿ìgon, stborrt. tlithorrt ;uly rletailed drxcri¡rtiort; ,'l;rr. liltes tjt) fìõ

rlescribe ir sið nì ar-F r¡ nt: tttttiãlt¿¿ whirlt. accorrling to its Ac,ca-

rli;ln etynrolo¡¡y ('rlì,uhenrlcs, l,iegenrlesr) can ha.ttly be it l'a¡4ott

fronr our point of vierv, but frorn tho Babylonian ¡loint of t'ie$'lvas

a kintl of u'agon hecarrse it rva,s dr¿rvu b1'an ox or sonte other drarrght-

¿r¡inral. [,inr"l 63, in u,hir:h the n¿ture si¡K I] I[¡lr ar-$u ltt :.sr¿-¿li-

al lil-ìflN (: mrr<r-a-cl-tr¿), otrtlrrrs, ¡rerhilps tlro pa,rt of the ma'jdltu,

nrorrnd n'hirrh thc th'urrght-anirnal ,,'0,* O.¡r,or (root ,rrîdu), I rvould

conrp&re u'ith line 32õ of the líJrr' tablet of U r\ Iì-r:l: þtûu,lh4
rvhich gives the n¿utte of the dlattglrt-anilltal: ß tto- eistt, it,t'-É tt t¡t:
u,løp nmtra-ru1-ftrn, tra.nslatecl by I)r. L. t)ppnNrnltm, JNIIS l\r.g
l?1 ¿s rox of thenmjã,Itu" \vrù¡{orì (?)>l; 4:o. liues titi- 70 list names of

whipñ etc., appru'ently becar¡se thel' rvere inrportant in driving the

dranglrt-anirnal of the nm/ã,ltu,,' 5.'o. ll'he la"st linos of our text, littes

?'l _ gg, rtcscribe the 4-n'heelecl rvagon, eñqqt [after Which follorvs a

list of agricultural equipment, trridged by ris, a t'-d u, rln'agon n'ith
ral<el (z a"t : mugrtirr.r¿ from thc root grn, vto heap uprr)1l.

As already montionod, the finst line of the õtt'tabletcan berestorl

0d as st¡ m a r : ,nar-ltab-tutn. The original form of the sign m a r

3

I Or is z a r-d u¡ perhaps a Semitic loan wo4d from the Accadian root, srd?
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t Ehl is ,>rljr; I)eirhsel r¡lrrl der Wagcrrliastcll nrit tJcru Sitz tles

!'uhrnl:ulusu (iL ¡0i. I arrrl ?g; llriuzrur,lr,Alll \¡1. 9o2)r. Insrrure-
ri¿rntextsßlllrr¿rr denotesthedrarrght\vi[¡r.on,rrsr¡allv g¡ållrar-gid¿-

tl rt .- ¿ririqrr (rf. uistt, ar-g i ctr-d a). ll Acca.dia,n tcxts GrSl¡ ¡ ¡¡ ir,
a.s far lts I lilton'. hir,rdll' ct'eL ìrsctl as iut itLlogl'tutrrrr for ¡rarÀ:r¡btrr,

;rltlrrrrrglr ll '\ ll-r'a crlrrates it u'ith narltubht. 'l'Jre Acr.¡r,rlian S1,¡6-

n!'llt list,rL)¡> (t'ox SoDl.:¡-. Zi\ Xl,llt. !33 ff., I'1. fì g) hus ilt lilto
l!lt): lrrrr-l¿o

lrefrrrc tlr,lr hits rri-qtr : narl;ult-lrrrl )lorlor-cr. I I lì l(ì. ll6 l) (a
¡rro'r'eil'h rliscrrsscrl lrr' ][urssxlirt. Il A(XÌ I tI.s i].1 f. lnrl hv (i. Jlr.;lu¡.
ZA \1,\I. 2l(l il;r lrotc) er¡lrir,tls ¿ tli¿rlcctirrirl folnr of rn tr l', lrlrnrclv
g ;l r (¡rrutroìlnr'rrrl r¡ ir r"i), n'ith rrr¡r/rahfur.. siÈg tt l i r¡ g i lr e-tr ¿-

tt Ít Iìl ttar-/,:rûr-ln n-tnluþ.llnr-ntul ,rI ltalrr to dlan- ;l \\'a,gollD (r:./. rlso ¡-

g ir I rr ¡r i =- ntn-ha-nttn íar'itsrrcrÄ'r,l,li, II R 27 .,tB u; for irr g i :
maþãrtr, rlenken¡. nã[int r\\¡¡r$ll¡hnlic¡rr r/. lrlso IIxcNr\n. ¡\(lf XI\¡.
Sirl (ltl.+.l) p. 256 note iìtì: tttttltt¡ r,-, i,rPerseusrr)r lt is ver¡, likel-v that
cillrr rì, r ir¡lrl siùrrt ;r, r'-g i tlr-rl ít \\'ere originalll' t,he r¡sr¡a,l $'ords

fot' tlrc 4- n'hoelerl rlrarrg'ht \\'¡tgon. ntrd not lor the ch¡riot. ln Hittite
texls. lron'cvn¡. ritll¡ .\ ll-( i lI)2-l),\ i* ustrl also for thc 2-u'heelr:rl

\\'alL(ìlt¿u'iot,; thc Stot'nr (lod fol exulrr¡rLt rides on the clÑI¡ i\ ll-
(i I l)r-l) Å tiltritu ((lri,rr:nlror.ri. or. \S Xll.4 iir6 f.)

l,inc lì of ll,'\ ll-¡"¡ rrrrt t¿blrt. or. ¡rerhir,¡rs evctì sr)ntc eal'ljel. line
(rlc do ttot littotv ltcc¿¡,1¡¡1,' tltc first lilrcs ¡nr htolir.lr). giles thc rtsturl

ir.lcrt¡å'lltt fol' rnrl,ll¡&r.. s¡is ig i l'. g i g i r hrlr irt lc;nt thrcc fonlls:

rrisir H(SL rar;). sisir'rETfSr, r'¡n. ?7 anrt 4B), ¿rnd

H gig'ir, (Sl, ¡,ot f.) n'lrich intlir:a,te the rvh*rl. originalll'rvith

¿ httb attd uo slrol{es; the l¡rtersig'rr forrrrs arlrl thr; s¡rolies. Fors),ll¿rl¡ic

¡ I.'r¡,ntxstBr¡, ÄTU ¡l. 56 note 5 tloes lrot cc¡nsitJer tho sign llAIl a

picture of a rvagon. According to hir¡r it ¡rictures a hoe (o¡r. cit. N:os 592-gg).
2 So no ideogranr cr56¡¿-iy-G/ exists lor narkabtu,r\[¡agen, Ilandwagenr,

a8 Drlurl, SL 59z,zg7 proposes.
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\\'rilings of g ig i I st-'rr ¿'. o. l)ol'lnl':t,. ll(i'l' lll lìev' lll. 2. I tg

lìer'. Il. ts: g'i-gi-i l' -s'igil'; :?"'l litl-¡lrt of rl iri-tlil'.- 'sr'irr-

l,tt trtú'rtt. lll. !,-,9 f (ìl'\o(i lll. ll): gi-sli-irl// [*'il g isi r // nur-l¡rùr

/rr: lr i-r¡r i n ,i f*iilg i g i r,/l /{/-,|l/1Àr.

g igi r lt;ts lrlllt cx¡rlitittetl;ts sltortttlletl fol't¡t of ''¡riri-git'i'
g i ¡ i lrtrittlittr^ rÍo l'tl¡tr (srrt l)t¿t,¡'t'zsr:ll. S(iì. 9l \il l)nlrtrl. il, lO.lt
('()lnl)ít,l'('s g i l'i 'rlilttfrrll)) \\'ith g i r', rrllttss. St'hl'ittr). "4t irll rrvcttts, if

sltol'l cnrrrl ft'ottt '1'g iI'i-l'it'i.. n'r' urtttltl lx¡tttrrt trl fittrl also it fottlt
,g ig l i. ;rs ur llitlt rl itl li ft'oltt 'rl il i- rl i l i ttr'.

'l'hr.t'r' i- llo rloltlrt f lrl¡t g ig ir is tltrl 2- rvllltlerl cltal'iol' {)f ¡rrts-

sihlr: itltr'l'r'sl is lret'hll¡rs ¡¡ \trrr-s¡¡ltlttl'illlt trrxt. I'l"l' I l.r {i9-1. tt-ltirrh tr'lls

l¡r.i íthottl t'l¡tt'i¡fs. g ig i t'. lrlrttt$lt.r. lt ¡r i tl. i¡ltrl ll¡tls. n lt tl, sttplrO-

slrl ln l)rìr'r¡l);ìirlrl.'l'lterlit,ttut{rl11r'ltitt'irrt ist'ltlletlsii;ligir ill-zi-
¡¡ aurl it is s¿rirltht¡t it |ilsolllr,o¡e\\'ltccl. rl ¡þlrill-bi I-attt3
(tht ollr¡r' r'rrr ;LlrpaLtntlY rlt'oÌt¡rerl off).t

nÍrl;aliltf r¡f collt'sc i.{ lr fent. nrrullnl'fot'ltt ft'tlltt tltr t'orrl rÀ{r ,rve-hi,¡.

\\'ngonsx nllrl t'h¿riots.ltre flltt. itl .\r,t'itrliall. ¿ìs ¿lt'e lroitts ilntl shi¡ls

(c/. trrr' ,t\\ritssetfaltt'zrlllll('D l- St I Ylll. 'll ¡r. I le)t. \\'tr tr¿ttl find the

s¡nrrr fe¿rturc in llr¡utt'llrnr.l'uir.gr,s. Iitt.lnt tlte stlttìtl I'oot t'/il¡ rve also

hnvrr n¿/irrbt fot' ,rtt'irgon,) a.ttrl rt'lta.t'iotu. ;ts tt'ell as for tl)¿ì,ssenger

slrilru (r/. r,¡t. cil..9:l). 'l'lrr. l.o¡t r.lll is al-so ttscrl ilt other Sclttitic lan-

qua,grÌs for ¡rchlliot¡i. llcìrreu' i?;=l':^ (fclll.), Arattlaic Nl?ÞlÞ (fent.)

llgirlit (l{[s Ñlnrã) rrr rL'ü ¿ (ftnr.) (c.¡¡. lìS lls{4 [Rr\ XXX\¡II.
,ir. 2ll lirros (i rn(l ,!: lt¡i rrr rl;bt lrl. ttí ,llrr. ilrfd.l), a-s ¿t loan-

rvr¡r'rl in lì$r'lttian (Nrrt' liingrlonr) m r |u'b . t (fcrrl.), Coptic

I lncidentrrll¡' ¡l it1 i r is itlso it ¡rarl, nf lltt' rlttre', lrl ¿r r' ¿.Í' in l Schüler-

laft'l to U A ll-r¿ lllr f¿¡l¡ls[; S]\lN lirli().i¡ (lì--\ -\X.\\¡1. 8!l f, fronr Nuzi):

siÈil ig i l'- r¡r a r s'itlrout rìrì r\cc¿ìdi¿rtt ot¡ttivalcnl: tl¡e follos'ing lines give

e rrl e. i g i, li rr k, tt tr nt tt n, nlltl I i-t u r" of tltc nt a r.

r lt is vgrl r¡rrlikol.f' t[at ¡g lr¿rve a uNebenfornr,r nerkobtu as Ilr:lss:run,

Itr\CX,i llt. r, ¡,roposos on llle basis of tltel"dtabletofdiri-,¡¡¡: sria-

ku-Ã,aatu llI. 25! (stte abote); the sign ¡¡ir ltas also tlre value narl
ì Þ'or eri,¡r¡u feur. cf. e. g. thc (l{p¡radocian Passage BIN \¡I Nr' 258'15 f':

ll e)-rí-qum qur-tlum [/l-rr'.]i-tir'sa rl tlraught rvagon u'ith its (:her) covert,
t eleppu, ltowever, became nrasc. in Neo'babylonialo, cl' op. cit. .s. o'
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B e ?ê6 cttOYCC . ln Arluic.

(rna.sc.) ) Syriac )*'ry (rnnsc.) rrrinrs

rboat. shi¡r,r, úírí bcinÊ( roru. ntr.

Ito\t'cveir, ,_.,1;z

l)otlì u\\''o¡ttu tUltl

nnrl;ubltt, n'¿s tltc 2-n'ltcclltl r';rr chatiot ¿rlr.l the royal hrrntirrg
chariol, of the king. The oltlest o(,(,ul'Frìtì('rìs of tllis n'ord arr: to he

found in the (lappattocian talrlcts (rlating aftrlt'?t00 lì.tl.) shct'eitis
rvlittctt sl,lltbir:;tll1' ntt-rtr-l¡u-ub-l,rr,l¿1 . 'l'ltrl rlnttt. hou evet. lrrlr'ins

to oct'l¡r u'ith gt'oatcr frrlrlrrcltc¡';rt tlrrl tilrtc tlrc hr¡tso lrcg;r,n lo lrt
t¡stlrl in tt'¡rr, ¿. ¿:. aftcr lå(-X) ll.('. Jloqt rlrtlr¡r'r'tllr'cs of rrar./,'r¡l¡k¿ ilr
At'r'arlia,n rl¿te frolrr Ássït'i¿ll titucs. nttrlittltltt is ollcn ltrrlrliorrrtrl ilr

cottttrtqt u itlt ,srulbu. rrh'aught \\,4!{(}n'): llll rlt'i¡lr!'lrt-alrirlr:rl of l lt,.

tutrkubht is tltc ltorse, th¿tt of tlìc,,stlrLrr lrr,irrr"r'lrrrrri. ultrulc,r. \\¡c lt;lvrr

trr¡rÀ'nÙftt * sis¿ altrl lstlrrLir * palrl. I lr¿nr ttot founrl ¿ sirtgll

lríL\s;Ißo nlletc tlto rlra,rrgltt.irnirì;rl ol ttttrl;tútltt t'rllrtrìs(,tìts iìn1, t11¡,,,''

a.ltittral tlutlt sis17. r\s ¡r s'ltr ch¿iliot nttrl;riltltr is rlcscriherl ¡¡¡¡1r¡ rrl,rslrll'

in r¡arÀ'rråal lãþn:i.

rrarliclcl iFpi or nttrl;tû¡ln irr ir;¡rri lurs rrstra,lll, lreelt tl;rnsl;rt,erl

rl,cil;n'a,getr.r \\¡hat nurlinlnl íê¡rri irctrrirlll' rrrrturs is still rulknorvrr

to t¡s. \\¡c havrr, in tlrc Neo-:l"ss]'t'iiut I'rxts, irr.{ipã. ;tl; !Ípõ,,1tilhrl
sri1rr7, :tttrl ttni'I nrtrl'¡tbrrl iF¡rr?. Írr ír,-¡rri inlrl rllrr:/ nnrl;tiltttl.{rirri or'r'trt

¿ts tithrs ilt.lotrxs. r\I)f).'l-lrurlr;tl\r \'(rt'\'frln'l'¡'frtrcur.cs to nr¿r/,:rrû¿¡t

.{ejrri. ( )f intercst is il ltilss;rgl in tlrc .ìnnalr of S¡ruon (\\'rxr:ril,l,;t,
ìilrc 222 f.2): i-r¿¿r 1q-gul,tilrtti-juft-t¿ 'ilín,,r'/,'ultt i lõpã-jtt rr AN:slL¡rrlr-lrrrl-

Ium-ju, *r¡ r¿.{r¡r s(¿-ft1-rlrc i-tkttut lu ip-,pur{;u,u u-n(t uRuas-d,¿¿-d¿ r7l

¡rarrr¿-li-ñtr þd4|-rnrcliÍ ul-lil;-ttttt rln ir, surlrlrrr rage I nrar.r.hcrl r¡nir-.lil1'

- (evcn) in urv nurl;ttltul i'Il¡ri arrrl (onl¡') u'ith rrrl' r,;n'irh'¡' rr'hiclr

nc\¡cr, evotr iu flierrtll¡' tclritotr', lc¿lvrrs nrv si(l(, aglirrst Asdotl.t
llere Satgon Neenìs tr¡ stl'css tlre fillt thirt lre tr'¿us in srrch a, lurrry
tltat lte h¿ul to talie his nLtrl;ulnt irrlxï ns beiug the ue¿u'est r,hariot, hc

I ln llittite tcxts tlrr Surnerogranr lt¡r narkabtu clSG J Ci I R rlenotirrg thc
rrchariotu, ntust be distirrguished irout hulugam i rn'agonl (see Gourzr, JCS L
8t r).

I Dr. L. Op¡n¡iuur¡¡ drt,rv nry attcntion to this prìssûge.



Notes or Wrrgons nlrrl Chlriots in .,{ncicnt l\ltsopot,amia

¡atl; lrrl hrul lto tjttlr¡ to ttrlie his s¡ret'iitl rvrtr chat'iot. \\¡rl lt'rlttltl sa,v DlÌe

t'uslìe(l off rritllot¡t ltis llrrtllt:s.'r So it, sr'tllts vrr¡'1'lil¡1'l¡r tltat trr¿rlial¡ct

i¿;p¿ \\'iìc rrot ;r l'itt'r'ltitl'iot. lt lurv ltltve ìruclì ¿t t'o)'¿l ultciscl'agen.11

i\ s1'ttrrttvtrt ol nurL'ultlu, itt Nlo-rlss1'¡'i,'ttt is trrrr¡¡it','r{ < *?l¿ttgnrttr'tt,

¡r¿ttici¡rll l11 ft'r¡nl thl loot l/r¡'))to I'lrll,¡s. 'l'llis \r'ortI octrllrs oftelr ilt tlte

t\ss¡'r'irrn llretls ¿tnd J)oculttlnts lrttblisllcrl ll\' .Ioltlts. It is rrsrrally

tlrc clurliot of thc kinu. ()l irrtllrsl, is ir ¡i;rssa,r^c in ¡\l)ll, Nr.812.7,

ru hir'h ¡r'it'cs ls thc r\ss¡'t'iln l¡tttte for rcartn'l'iglttl:

tta¡t!lut' lr'rr¡¡in'r, tt'rittr'tl nutteut' ttnr,-¡1ir. ('ottì¡rût'r' \\'txcxr,nn,

Åltr¡r,. lr'rrr,sclrrrngrr¡ ll ¡r.9l ('r¡l . r\ li¡r l5:1t,tt:lÀ:,.lllJ.,lll rnrç¡ír-

r.¿l f,rrgtrthtrl stth Lt'rNr\N(iAll rh'¡t,¡ti 1: riri¡¡¡rrllti) lrlr,1¡g11¡ ¡¡1,

i\ss;rr'hirttdort fLotrr Ilgl'¡rt! -- llrrt rrh¿tt is nìciìnt ìt1' 11t,' lrtofr-rssionul

ltiuìt(Ì \\,lti('h is n'littetr l'lr:'1r.'1 NfJ..l/1.-.ll'llf lrrr-gi,'2-r'i (AI)IJ Nr.

33rj. Olrr', 3)?

litorrr tlte salnc I'oul . ln', \\'o ¿tlso hayc rnqtlünu fol n'hiclt

ll .\ ll - t"L 5rh tablet linc ir-l git'rrs tltc itltog'rtrt¡t siÈtl tt b b ilt. 
-

ütulltor',ü nretlns tlte rr$'hr:cl 0f tlte trltariot'r, t. c. utvitlt $'hit,h the

r'Ìriu'iol rrutsr. Tt is sotrrptitrrcs rrsetl ¿rlso for tltc nt'ltccl of tltc tlrintght

\\'irsofl)r, r'.¡¡.IIl ll'SI'h X.7r1.:ìt l: I olio'rr/7rr 1--- r;rÍ11¡1171-GIDz-DA)6s

',tru-ltil-ru. lrr i¿ ì{ttzi ttrrt, llSS NIII Nr. liì9. 1, ntagarru, is writtelt
t;¡{ rrr,r-grrr'.'I l,illu irn¡¿.rrrrìrr tiII¡¡¡,r-qru', oil fur thcn'lltrcl.'l'lrcntugarnt'
rvlrllls ;rrt ttsrurlll, ttttrlttioltcrì itt ¡rtit's (cf. al.royc tl(l['Sl'lt. X.7().30!),

Notc rs¡rci'irrllt'thi; Nrtzi ¡rtLrsirrr, lìSS IIlt Nr'. il9ti. I ff.: atndlrrrtnÉ

't trlrtr.si¡¡r-/tt-ttvt íl-1,'-tttt'lrtortrrt-!rrrs-rrr-¡,i¿t kitnu.nta-gui¡-ri-.'itr,rltø-cÌ-

Iu tt-tt,t t"rr-ltu,-trt1-ryr tt"-tnLrrtl-lu-rr, utltc ¡reo¡rlc of. S. tvill tlelit'er I

I'irir of u'lretls 1o '\. llr;tt are likc his u'hccls{,¡. nhu{l(rr,''tr, oli¡{irttrlll'

nroiìning ln'hecl (of tlrc cha.riot)r>, tlevelo¡rcrl t() nrc¿ì,n thc lchrrriot'r

I norkabat åîlrìti¡'u, rr'l¡¡riot rrf his lordship,r, is u cltariot u'hich tho king
givrs [o unotlrcr hin¡¡ irs ittsigtria ol lorrlslti¡r.

: Iiscs.,rrr, Z.\ N.\.\1. 51. ll,tutttpts [o cxl¡luirt il, ts l Sttntt'rialt loattrvo¡'tl

fronì lrrrt gir'. lrrr llnttsul fortu uf gigir. ¡\ forl¡t trrtt gir, ltort'trvt't,

rllr'.s trot lxist!
3 If ¡rul, ¿ur {,rror of tlrt,coPvist for -ll 'l'lro fiftlr rr'l¡eel tvot¡lrl tlrctt ¡rrrlta¡rs

l¡c tr r.trsr,l'\'t, u'lrr.el i'//1, tllriclr rl,rr,s trot set'lrt likcl.t'.
¡ 'f'lris ¡rrrsslgr, is irrt¡rottunI lrt'r'rrrrs,, it clein'll sllos,s tl¡i¡t iltrnûlu (( istn-

lriltr) titeirtrs u¡ririt',1.
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itself (pars pro aoto), e.g. Klno. BBSk. Pl. 80-91' I. 36 ff. just

like .sørnùø ((*.grr,bbrr, ( *,sabbr) originally lneant the nrvheel of the

draught lvagonr (so accorcling to U A R - r a 6rh tal¡let line 92), thcn

ndraught \r¡agon.D JoIrNs, ADD Nr. 328 Rer'. I gives us the name of

rwhoel wrightn: nøng(r rnagarti, written r'u¡Nz4NGz4¿ - cr5¡g3-

.B/N; tho sane professional narne, n'ritten LU¡N.{NGI&'DUBßIN,

occurs also in the l.leo-Assyrian text TCI-, IX. ó7 Rev. 20.

It would be interesting to hnon', incidentally, hon d tr b b i t¡
rKrallo carne to ntean ps'heeln. Perhaps thc llessopotanians had once

used sletlge-like nteans of transport (tramis) likc the Old Anterican

Indians, as Dr. L. Oppnxuuttu suggested to llte, 'i.e. tlo long polæ

with rKrallen ãihulicher, curved ends to carry the loatl, tlrarvn at the

other end by diaught-animals. îhese curved ends rvere then perhaps

considered. to be pwheelsr. Unfortunately w€ have no oltl ltesopota-

mian tlrawings of sletlges; cf., however, the pictographic signs for

eledse â- A- âg þ C.'Ô, li'irtKDNsrDIN,

ATU, N:os 741- 42 1, and the Snbact sìctlge Woolluv, UE Pl'

122-26.
In my n'Wasserfa,hr.:zeugeÐ p. t6r I already pointed out tltat n&lues

of boats neyer occur in Accadian nonres as elements, but they very

often do in Sumerian names. 'I'he s¿me seeüls to ltolcl good oI nanres

of wagons anrl chariots. 'wc knorv a great many sumerian n&Ûles

containing g ig ir as an eletnent, e.g.l;o. deities: dgi3g i g i r, dn i n-

gub-gigir-ra; 2:o. person¿l names: lttr- darl*igir, ltt-
b a n d u -rttg i g i r, I u g a l -elåg i S i r - r i, and u t-ri5g i g i r; 3;o.

names of temples: er- 8l3g i g i r; 4;o. festival name sttg i $ i r, and

5.'o. names of sta$: otulu 8lðB i g i r etc.

The only cases rvhero narhabtu occutl in Accadian nanes $eeul

to be the local ûames: 7. veÚti-lu, go otÉn*'pob¿i rThe Mound of

the Chariotn (Curnne, Declarations in Cotlrt, Publications of the

Baghdad School II Text 186.10), end 2' ttßuanuêI otÉ n*¡oruu-
(:GIGIB-MEß-ø-a) (JosNs, ADD Nr. 396. 2).

r According to Fr¡.r¡¡rsrE¡N, op' cit, p. 56, the sign for the wagon deve'

toped fium the sign for the sledgo (cl. N:o. 748).


