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Assyriological Comments on Some Difficult Passages'

By

S. Langdon, ITl. A. (Oxford)'

I

'l'he Num,erian Original ol the ,tlrutt¿aic '1'runsori'¡ttiort' ol the

r¿¿¿me N/N-/8.

with Pncrnsson uNox¡ tt, (11,%.191?, I . I bogin rvith ltlt apologv

for prCSe¡ting a llfr\\, co¡¿octlt'c coltçel¡ing tltc ArAm¿liC lettem

nrjr:N, which transct'ibes the Suns'iiltr rlcity / N/^|-IB I' itr tht'

names NlN'lB-rtbaltil, N'-abo-u'srn' N'-idda¡' i\ great rnany

suggestions NOrc T['eln¡lttuclV marle ott the Suneliillt rrr lì¿lrYluliart

pronunciation of this divine lt¡llne' suclt as Ettttt'uítu lor ßn''uttt¡'¡t

(Olav), being bnserl upon the supposition that thc rvitt'-god lv/N-/R

wåls somelror,r, iclentical $ith tlre goù Amumu, anwusl, Ernotsl

(JgnScn) fot, ¿r.tt hypOtlretical rlarr¿Tt$tr¿ 1ttu,trturlu, ttttrtttt'tltt (ì'linl-

rirrt), Em-nar¿,o.í¿i (Hatévy), I*-rrr¿,.r.{li (H'oz.y), IJna{tu (Dltolmc)

Itr,n-uÉnti (Rarla¡), ¿urfl tlte rvriter, rc:ltlitlg ¡pr:.r antt rrrr¡.í fot' 'IB.

suggestcd !¡/n-¿rctl¡a1.z A1l ¡¡f these sttggestions ltavc l¡eerl ¡rll¿utfl-

oncrì oqing trt the tliscovery of t[¡ re¿tlirtg N-LV-r¿r-l¿ in thc Yol¡i

Sgllaborlt, (h,¡v, 14iscellaneotrs Inscti'¡tti0lt"s, ì{o' 53, 288 : PoaBDL'

PBS. V 1o4, Rov. IV ? (UuaNrrr-¡, OLZ. 1917, 2)' 'l'ltc dttplicate'

(lT. 35, 8, 4O ltas (ut-ta) IR: 5o ilr-la't N1N-¡.8. i' e'. rlìcird t¿r-lrl

t Cu'rv, BIt. X No.29; No. B? iutd ibíd, 1t' t'ì' Ct'r\\" Attmaic Bndt¡t'

serr¿fjr¿t,-,inott|Testanrc¡ú.str¿diesinx[enoryollYilliunr'Raine¡¡llarper,
Nos. 31; 25; 27; 14. Lotr¡s Dl:L¡pom'n, l'pigro phes Arantlens' Nos' 5t; 52;

62; ?6,

2 Babltloniatl Liturgies,14? lr. t. Sec l)t.:lepot.tt,:, ibíiL., p. 20_1. Poti.

xo¡, JA. 1gl3,4l1, wishedtostartwith¿i?/.4J,attitleogranrfor'¿iYf.ù-'lB.
which he then reacl an-u.éat, antl which Tttunn¡u-DINGIN, RA. 11' 8l

adopted PruvisionallY
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for IB in d NIN-IB. Pno¡'nsson Cut' starting with the conclu-

sion that 'ur-ta' is the pronunciation insteatl of NfN-urto' then

udhered to his former identificat'ion NIN-IB - i MAR'TU :

ß*-nwrht (Miscellaneous Tøots, p'98)' ø¡ rlordu' being prefixed to

u"rlo 1 m,ûttu. Since /B has the classical value øroSd' I arg¡recl

(RA. 13, 164) that NfN was pronounced 'in' aû' and ørøSd ) urathÅ'

. - urta .--, uíta and read In-u|,;tu: nÜl:N' The we¿k point of

thisargumentislackofevitlencelorthcvalueilllr¿in,UNoN¡o'
oLL'.I9|7,tiílssuillesthattlrctliscoveryofthereadingurtaat
auyrateexplaittsthelastlettersngrarrdtlrattheotiginalwas
Ni(n)'u,rtalNirourta')Niwtt/s¿a'anrltltatadialeticiwm'l;taexeI"
ed,whencetheAt'am¿ricletterswoultlbeexplainert'Healsodefends
JpusDN's rearliug Natntttttt' (Nimlocl) as approximateìy co¡rect'

Bnt I shoultt like to suggest that the new readiug Ni-uttø' which

is extremely probable as ore of the Dames of Nim-IB and whose

oliginal reading I l¡elieve to have been Nin-urald' may have no

connection rvith the Aramaic letters at all' In Pnornsson Cr'lv's

Babglonian Recotds in lh'e Libraru of J' Pürputt Morgøm' IV No' 2ó'

ispublisherlatragmentofaserieslvlriclrcontainedakindofreli.
gious calencler fol the rituals and feasts of most of the tlays of each

month. 'fhis is a duplicate of RnrsNnn' SBH' p' 744' Line 89:

SBH. 144, 19 has this entry for the r6th of Araþamnu; ßo¿'An'

øS-lot $a tttu}unni-8a'iÅi. The variant has simply An'øß'lat' At

theendistheideogramûl*NlG-DIRlCj-lM- 
ahþy¡¿-yy11.za.i-d,u.

c,I.19,L8,Rev.bro-ÇorrectGUlltoEBraftertbeearlieredition'
II R. 48 c.tl 19). îhis city occurs u6 auþ4.,¡1¡-ne-øa-i.itri-(lt't¡,

CT. 4, ZB c B, 1'hich refers to a templc of Nabu there, l' 16' In

VS. 16, 64, 19, occlll's the phrase' iÃn Si'ppar(lci) anø Du-um'tnt'

zo-i,-d,i'(ki). EsnLtì¡G, I(AR' 109, Ll' the mother goililess in the

templeEþitiislslrtar.ß¿¡-¡vurDu-un.ni-sa.i-d,iíøeli,t]T-TI-UL
tud,um,miþ (?). Dun'nu'-sa-i'di-(tci)' II Raw' 62 No' 2' 61' 2 From

these passager$ Ne learn that the place rvas not far from Sippar'

antlthatthedeitiesNabuand'Ishtarwereworshippedthere.I{

t Text nray not be correct'
I Pactege¡ already collected by L'snsrnncEB' Ol'Z' 1921' 31å'
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R. 60 ø 17 enters the name after Maer and gives B$l,i¿-çêri, a form
of Ishtar, as the deity of Du-ni-sø-i-di-(lú). Now Ishtar as bêlót

,sári, rQueen of the plain, i. e. lower-rvorld>, is probebly not pre-

cisely identical with thølø: Airatu: {Juberr&: hêltl ¡lrd, rQueen

of the plainsl, as the S'estern Ashtarte.
Bêlit fêri, in the former sense, is ordinarily ¿ title of the grain

goddess Ge$tinanna (bôlit çâri dupíarrøt [Aralli]), fV R. 278,29i
I&e-litl-çêri d,u.plønat irçitim., KB. VI 190, 47. See also Babgloniøcø

VII26 f. On the other hand Bêlit rêri as queen of the \r'esterr

¡rlains is ÀÈratum or the Westem Ashtoreth and this is the prob-

able meatring of the Bôlit-$ri of. Duni-sãidi. Now '¿ gtbørrø :
¿'Aírat is the consort of the western ba'al, Adad (Amurru), 'r. Bab.

VII. 26; SBP. 162 and n. L4. gï-bar-ra is explained in the syllabaries

by t) ¡ánr, plain, high land and 2) zø-a-i-d,u,t,;ãira, enemyt hater. s

ød,iÅu is probably lor sã,idu by partial assimilation of sonants, and

from the verù sddu, to slay, destroy, Dulrrzscu, H. \ry., 488; Ep,it
of Creøtion Í78. Dunni-sd,üli or rFortress of the Slayeu has.there-

fore, obtained its name from the Sumerian title of Aöratu or Belit-

çêri, i. e., 'tGubarra. sd,idu, as participle masculine, cannot be

ttirectly appliecl to the godtless Aératu, ot B6lit:ên, but rather to
a m¿le deity of the city.

To return to the text, Cr,rry, Morgan I'ibrary, IV 61 : SBH.

r44 lì. t has ø-no kinuni la 't'Bêli 't'NIN-fB {a ût'Dunni,-sdliilö

i{atun inad,i, lHe shall place fire into the oven of Bêl-Ninurtu
o1 Dunni-sdiiliv. Clearly then '¡'N.ÍN-.IB is the god of this city
referrecl to by 'LAn-að-fat in line 39 and. sdidø refers to him as

the war-god. Cf. '¡'N/N-/B ,Iog¿k Sodâ, SBH. 49, 11., sû.pin mat

rakirê, KtNe, AKA., 26'1,7 etc. Du¡mi-saidi, úlortress of the

Slayerrr, probably owec its name to the cult of Ishtar (Bêlit-çêri)

¿ìs 'tQubarra, the slayer, and to the cult of NIN-JB, to whom

the title sri'idu was actually applied. The cults of this city, whrch
was situated in the region between Sippar and Maer, had obviously

't KBo, I 39, ll, ltî-gt1-bar: za-a-í-du, with riniî, ininí|, enraged. Cl

WErDNDn,, Studien t u¡ hethiti cchen S pruchwis senschaft, 55.
t C'1. 12, 48, 28; Samsuiluna, year date, 14.

\¡f
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Western councctions, and the title of NIN-IB there would' have

been preferled hy thc Aramaic speaking peoples of the late period.

If the rcacting Analíøt be tlte e,orract pþonet'ic leprocluctiott of

this divine ¡amc ¿t l)umú-sd"iÅi,, then it harl more cha¡ce of beiug

knoltt in Ararnaic th¿rn the title Nimr¿rlø' Oranting that this argu-

¡rent is correct, and I put it forrvarfl only as a reaso¡rable suggestion,

then the Aramaic letters nì:r1x shoulrl stantl for -,{n-u.('SaÍ. Tte

letter I is cmployerl consistetrtly in the .¿\ram¿ic dockets for r:

rn, (in 'ert:l : ^larmð, rú : h¿tr¿, r'etrtl Ñø44s, ß¿tt ?), antl for the

long v6\vgl t? (r:: : Nabtt', r¿itnrl¡ : Ila'ri'ja-ø-us etc.). This

inrlicates I reatling Al¡ùËSat, rvhich nav be a rlialectic varient.

In any casc this suggestion ovtì¡comes tlre principal difficulties in

the explanatio¡r of tlte letters. Ry this prooe$s we arrive at a. rearl'

ing alnrost identical rvith that suggested by PooNoN, although

tho method of arriving ¿t his conclusion does not appear to be

souncl. 't ll[al:'t'Ninurl,a,, is teatl n¿a-¿$, tiT. 11,29 a 1. PooNol¡

roads the wholc as Anu-lat. The sign tl[- when it has the

Sernitie value sa-a-ot, Heblerv ,i$, Aramaio dockets n.sc, Syriae.

sri'fri. r/s¡ rrf ir, prr is t'ead bs-øn i\ Sumeri¿rn, Yaln Vocabularv,

2?4, tull form bø-ol¡-¿ta, V Raw. 42 d 12, nntl has no connection

n,hatsoever rvith the sign ft (nroS). The original sign for

sd¿r¿ is Tnunn,ru-DANoIN, REC. 481 and for m'oß' v''iådd., No. 29.

Ancl in itself the transcription y'nr.løt(sat)is most improbable, being

r hybrirl of Sumerian anrl Semitic. It the signs l.lt f 'Á
be read Amrøí-íat, it yielrts a perfect explanation for the Ara-

maic lctters. t'or a connection between Ninurta and Anu, see

Babylonôan Litut'g'i.es. p. 146. I tlo ltot mean to imply that z4rm7ð-

Søt, Anøßl,at, should replace the obviously acceptetl Sumcrian name

N,i,nurtø, Ninurala. It is t'lther another title of this god, and perhaps

only a local one at Du,nn'i'úidi.

II
Éiúm-úd-d.a: sílci (sdlciru), Canal-repairer.

A collation of the texL, Cî. 19, 41,'k. 4660 *:18613; l. 8, reveal

rhe interesting fact that the signs.are to be read @I lT lH
HI $itinviil-ita\: si-ki-nr. !'or the reading DIM (íi'di,-i'rn):
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lid,innu., itinmtl, builder, v. PoEBDr,, PBS. V 11?, 1ó nnf,anerrþflltl.

variant o1 idin¡¡,tt or dl,tlnr¿r¿ in late colttt'¡rets. HnozNÍ, Il'i'nib unrl Sv
¡ner. Ret,ue stjnútique,1908, p. 7; (lI'%.1912, 5{J. 'fhrr reacling itùmu,

is prcferrcd frortr the ahstritct lt<nlll r:hl-ærr-lilr, ìlussulìsoll]trDTt

liAH. Iz Il 10; i-ti-,itrnu,lllE. XV 32,5. (rf. Iirxo, r\liA. 98, 94,
u.,tI)IM-le, i. c.. i.li¡wítte. 'fhc sign .4L hirs also thc lalue 5i-

ti-itn, Voc. Mu,r|ht, I õ altd linc c is ¡rrobaÏ.rly to he react AI'-itl-
rla: si-kit'rr., i. e., Sitinrld4a. ùlntssNun, SAI. 4086 alìtt 687(r

are to be couecterl in ¿lccortl¿uce rt'ith thcse readittgs. tr'ot' thc

collatiorr ol li.45(lr nntl 13ti1:l I nm obligcrì to I\Tr. (1. J. fi,rnn.

III
ki-çiur. to bend to thr. r'¿úh, to cnlslt

{,4}t rvith v¿tlttc r¿r' .:- liru'is rentk'red try lçadd,tht, to btttt', l)t-'ttrl

lì4. 14, 8{). 27; ("1. 12,21, 93tl4tr tlev. I 25 tt'ur:kirltluln, rniscl'Y.

R,rcrsull:n,SBll. 84, 23 : SRP. 144, 31; llr\. 13, 29, lfl. {i ur'! ul :
l,:itll¡¡¡1¡. SBP. r4o,23: SRIt. t]3, 23 alrrl l.25. 'l'hcl'efr¡rr: fur'ru.-
Itl-la. lrolrablv bal¡iü þiddati.lilc of uriset'y, [!ruhu,ginu,O'or¿¿s B -('.

1!, 14, rhe {reerl tlteur front ¿r lifc of rtistl'1'u. Note also [l.!tlB:¡
lçiildannn ¿nrl /cr¡l¿løfr¿rt' 'íirntt. 93t14(l Rev. II 3õ ti anrl d-y'ur'-r'Q, =-

hi,t kidtla¡i(?), Znrlrr,lnx, /fr¿llli¿d¿r'. 201. 2-4. ¡iur'ro nta-tla-ni

h,-,n-lú-u,'rlrr,r her.{ ltis l¿nrl ft.rtm misell-'r, n'ith 'Vat'. y't{,.-ro nlú.-

tlo,-tttt-ni ab-kftl-kid-du (,4(]-JG-tlrr,), iutrl ltt¡tc that botlt Sttmel'i:rll

nrots ¿f¿¿y' ¿urd À:rd nteiln pitii, to opctr, sct fl'er:; i\mmidit¿na, yeal'

rlate 21. l-'erhaps ltere. 9 tr-rnu tlu¡i , ll'lnrkr my ïriseì'YD. Gudelr.

Sl. ll VII ?9. 'l'lte vcrh lrtrrhrrlll-v occllts itt gu'¡i rr, utltat rvhir:lt

¡rllrrn's the ncck to l-reurlrr, cfennil, back-ltorte, (lT. 12, 48 b 2f . 'llhel'e-

fole l:rl-lr¿r. Gtttlea, t)yl.:\,6, 10 shoultl me¿tn lto hcnrlto tlte earthl.

aniu nitayi lú-ma'f u,r-¡jlrr-c, An ¡rss. . . . . . clonchecl(bcsirlc mv

liing), ¿ls Trrrnnru-D,\NGIN, SAK. $4, suggcstetl. l¡ol' tlte con-

struction lú-çì ur, cf . gcli : l¡u,dtîtht irnd ç¡ú,-¡¡ttnt, tto lreurl the necltu

-= lcudddu,; gu þ.¿-lti gâ-grì, >to plirce the neck to tlte eart'hu, ku,fuiùt:
('1'. 12, 46b 7.12. \\¡ith ki-¡jur (:ltudñtfu ?), cí. gt|-ki-le gur, íbid..11 .


