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Summary 

Tuomisto, Jukka 1987 Experimental and 
development work in adult education. 

- The editorial deals with the purpose and
contents of this edition of the journal which is 
dedicated to experimental and development 
work in adult education. This edition origins 
can be traced back to a need to provide 
information on the numerous experimental 
and development projects being conducted in 
the field of adult education in Finland. Anot­
her factor related to the publication of this 
edition is the comparitive study of adult edu­
catiori projects in various countries being con­
ducted by prof. Alan Knox of Wisconsin-Madi­
son University. 

In Finland the nationwide experimental and 
development work in adult education is orga­
nized to a great extent by the National Board 
of General Education and the National Board 
of Vocational Education. For this reason this 
edition provides an overview on the develop­
ment projects as well as more detailed pre­
sentations of some of these projects. Other 
significant bodies which initiate experimental 
and development projects include provincial 
education departments, universities, munici­
palities, and enterprises. It is regrettable that 
information regarding the activities of enter­
prises is hard to come by even though a great 
deal of this kind of activity goes on in enter­
prises. 

Experimental and development work should 
always be based on scientific research. Thus, 
universities should be involved in it more than 
they have been so far. Research workers who 
take an active part in experimental and devel­
opment work should be entitled to use a part 
of the time allocated for teaching and rese­
arch in this manner. Participation in experi­
mental and development work presupposes 
on the part of the researchers familiarity, not 
only with traditional quantitative research ap­
proaches, but also with qualitative research. 
Reasearchers have, in fact, shown increasing 
interest in the latter research approach during 
the past few years. This provides them with a 
good starting point for participating in experi­
mental and development work. 

Generally, experimental works is by nature 
more in the line of activity study than quan­
titative research. It is quite seldom that tradi­
tional experiment layouts can be employed in 
experimental work; this is due to the fact that 
practical situations are complex and they are 
acted upon by many different factors. Adult 
educators in the field are also in need of more 
information concerning qualitative research 
methods in order to be in a better position to 
participate in experimental work. This is why 
they should be exposed to this type of training 
as soon as possible. 

Haavio, Matti 1987. Nordic trends in conti­
nuing education. 

- The article looks into developments in
adult education in the Nordic countries. The 
emphasis in Sweden has been on equality, in 
Denmark it has been on decentralization, in 
Norway on legislation and in Finland on the 
education system as a whole. Particular stress 
is laid on life-long learning, continuing educa­
tion and developing the content of adult edu­
cation policy in Finland. 

Pantzar, Eero 1987. The basic features of 
experimental work in adult education in 1983-
86. 

- The history of systematic practical adult
education and experimental work supplemen­
ting scientific work goes back approximately 
ten years in Finland. Expansion in experimen­
tal work has taken place particularly in the are 
of vocational adult education. Matters of top 
priority in experimental work at the present 
are concerned with its quality and the appli­
cability of the results. The article deals with 
the experimental projects carried out in Fin­
land during the past four years. 
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