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HIC ET UBIQUE: SURVIVAL O~F A FO'RMULA 

Paavo Ca.stren 

Jus:t about 20 yea1rs a:go I was work1in:g in the Palace of Tiberius on 
rhe Pala:t:ine in order ~to prubJ:ish vhe graffiti to be £orund vhere in a small 
room nea~r the area of the T~emple of Magna Mater. 1 Srupposediy rhe room 
had in rhe firSit century of ,t]he Eimpire served as lodging~ for rhe Palace 
SJervants many of whom had wri1t:ten or drawn on one of rthe waHs,.2 
In that room. there were altogerher 97 g~a.ffi:ri, whi!ch cons1is1ted of dtrawings 
repJ}esenting slh\ips and ani:m:aJs, figures repJ}esenting gladiaJtors and onher 
persons, and ~the usrua[ greeting~ a1nd names, writnen in Gr1eek arnd La~t~in, 

frequendy found in g~affiti ~rhroughorut ~vhe whol:e Ancient WorJ.d. 
Some of vhe gr~eetings, however, were of pavd~cu[ar in1terest. From a 

persona[ poinlt of v~iew, ~the illO\Sit striking ~exampl~e was certa:inly one of 
the f~irslt inscr1ip1t:ions I was rubJe to decipher: Secundus castrensibus sal(utem), 3 

written in clear if somewhat orna1te cursive, wiithout _doubt by a person 
famitliar wilth the use of a stylus. More thorough Sttudies reveaJ:ed, however, 
vhat the greeting of Secundus was not addressied to me personally brut 

to his. fellow-servants (castrenses) i'n ~rhe Imperia[ Cou~t.4 

Prom a mor:e genera[ point of view, some other gveeting~ offe~t~ed 

problems w'hioh demanded fur'ther exam1ina;tJion. There were, for i:ns1tarnce, 
four so-caU~ed tituli memoriales or greetings cons:istiing of a for1m of the 
verb ~q1 v~axw and a nam:e or iitS subsltitutJe (sruch as o YQU1Va~); furth:er
more, rher~e was a forrmutla xaA.w~ £n' .&ya{}cp yctvou which of1ten atppears 

1 Graffiti del Palatino II. Domus Tiberiana, raccolti ed editi sotto la direzione 
di Veikko Vaananen, a cura di Paavo Castren e Henrik Lilius, AIRF 4 (1970). 

2 H. Lilius, ibid., 49. 
3 Ibid., No 5. 
4 P. ~Castren, ibid., 72. 
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1n connex1on w~itth ·the tituli memoriales. 5 These graffiti, ini;t:ia[J y found 
near the sites of pilgrimage in the East, have la;ter been d:scovered in 
m~ny other ptlaces. 6 They served to com~memora1te t:he author or his friends 
or relatives a:nd recommend them to rttb:e gods. 

Another intereSiting grorup of graff,itti consisted of four gr~eetings w:i~th 

the formula hie et ubique vale. In one of them, Secundus hie et ubique 
v a( le), 7 evident[ y the same Secundus as i~n the graffito discussred above, 
appears in his turn as tfu:e addtr:essee; another exa:mple is without a 
nrum:e, 8 one is addr~ess~ed to a certtain V ettius, 9 whiJe the fourth is 
fragmentary .1 o As far as I know, this for~muJa never occurs in ancient Latin 
literatture, while among ~the P'ompeian graffiti there are at leaslt five 

complete fortmulae and severatl incomptlere ones.. One of the comptlete 
for'mulae hie et ubique occurs in iso[a:tion in an eleot~ion progra\m1ma, 1 1 

three others, Dapnus Asiaticus cum sua Dapna (?) loniee hie et ubique, 1 2 

Diadum( en )us hie et ubique, 1 3 arnd Crescens fullonibus salutem hie et 
ubique, 14 are aH greetings, aJmost identical to those discovered on the 
PattaJtine, alrhorugh a[[ w'i1tlhout tlh:e word vale. The fifth exam,ple, edi!ted 
incorrectly by D1e[~a Cortte, Clodius hie et ubici - obviorusiy ubiq(ue) 
- a:mabiliter, 1 5 aJso be1ongs to the group of greetings. 

The incomp[et7e for1mulla ubique - hie being apparenvly omiitted as se!f
ev ident - occurs on sim'i[a:r occas1ions 2 3 times, aJ ways more or Jes:s 
clearly connected wi1vh gpeetings or wishes of good luck. 16 

5 P. Castren, ibid., 67-70. 
6 A. Rehm, Philologus 94 (1940) 1-30. 
7 AIRF 4, No 14. 
s Ibid., No 15. 
9 Ibid., No 17. 
1o Ibid., No 63. 
11 CIL IV 230. 
12 CIL IV 2393. 
13 CIL IV 3 926. 
14 CIL IV 4120. 
15 CIL IV 8556. 
16 CIL IV 343, 653, 1573 cf. add. p. 208, 2015, 2018c, 2163, 2174, 2201, 3141, 

3905, 3940, 4723·, 8323, 8339, 8364, 8540,. 8:627b, 8676, 8708, 8717a, 8806, 
9143, 10227?. 
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H:ow1ever, this for~m:ula did not perish with Pompei~i in A.D~. 79 nor 
wi1th the ruin of :the I~mper~iml Palaces on ~rhe Pail.altine. On rt.he contrary, 
it has become qui1r:e welll known mu!(ih JaJt:er. It occurs again, in fact, in 
Shakespeare's Ham1et, in t:he f'if~th scene of the first act, 17 where Ham[et 
has just met his fa1ther's ghos1t and urges his companions Horardo and 
Marcelllus to repea:t ~the oattth ''never (to) speak of this that you have 
seen"~ The oath is supposed to be sworo on Hamlet's sword, and wherever 
the ~three gentlemen go, they can hear ~the ghost's voice underneath. At 
one poi:nt the pr~i:nce utters: "H ic et ubique? Then we' 11[ shift our ground". 

Very few commentators have tried to explain where Shakespeare wi:th 
his notorious "Small[ La.nine and Lesse G~reeke" had obtained rhe rare 
expr1ess1ion; moSit editors s:eem to pass by the proble~m wi,thorult a word. 
According to some, rhe formula belong~ to ~rhe ceremonies of conjurors, 
whi11e others claim that the scene is a remnant of an ea:rEer tragedy by 
Shakespeare's predecessor .1 8 

However, nhese r'emarks do not explain where nhe conjurors or Shake
speare's unk:Jnown p!iedecessor werre supposed to have obtained the fotmu[a. 
They juSit shift ·t:he prob[:em somewha1t fufither back in ti1me. 

Eieanor Pross:er has suggeSited that ,rhe Latin formuia was used on ~rhis 

occasion to exoroize the spirit who throughout ~rhe scene is acting like 
a devil. 1 9 As itt is a well known fact rthat in Shakespeare's tim:e bonh 
Catiholi~c and Protestant exorcists were active in England, 2 o it would be 
reasonable to suppose rhat ·the Latin phrase be[onged to the traditional 
for,mulae used in the r~i1t'e of exorcism, where LaJt.in was a[ways used.21 

The previous his1tory of rhis for1m:u!la does not in my opinion connradi·ct 
this intterpretation: in both Rome and Pompeii it :is. conneCit!ed with 
greet.in,gs and wishes and bea~ts rut the same ·ri~me a ~certain a1ir of pom pos:itty 
which could we11 suit ~the .Dirtuall jargon used by exorcists. 

17 Hamlet I, V, ~156. 

18 See e.g. A New Variorum Edition of Shakespeare, by Horace Howard Furness, 
Hamlet, vol. I, 114---115. 

19 E. Prosser, Hamlet & Revenge, 2nd ed. Stanford 1971,. 140. 
20 P. Milward, Shakespeare's Religious Background, London 19'73, 52-54. 
21 Shakespeare's England I, repr. London 1970, 534. 


