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Hem och familj

Temat for Budkavlen 2009 dr familjen och
hemmet. Vad det giller vartdera temat framgér
i manga av arets artiklar att man ofta lever med
tva forestillningar, det ideala tillstandet, som
man stindigt forsoker uppna eller dtminstone
har i sinnet och det aktuella dir det forekom-
mer brister och missforstand. Da giller det inte
bara att olika samfund har olika familjemodel-
ler och modeller for hur idealfamiljen skall se
ut eller ett idealt hem skall forverkligas, eller
om att det i medierna pranglas ut en bild av
idealfamiljen. Ndrmast giller det att i synen
hos varje familj och om varje hem ingar en
dubbel forestillning, dvs. en om den aktuella
familje- och hemsituationen och en dér famil-
jen och hemmet framstills i idealskepnad som
de i vissa sillsynta fall dven lever upp till. Det
ar det tillfdllen da allt dr gott och alla relationer
faller pa plats, da alla har sitt utrymme men
da man ocksa kinner en gemenskap inom de
enheter som familj och hem utgor.

Problemen har sin rot i det svara att forena
sjélvstiandighet for flera med en sammanhall-
ning som i viss man kriver avkall pa sjédlvstin-
digheten. Den goda forestillda familjen och
det goda forestdllda hemmet dr dock ledstjar-
nor i mangas liv och da &r det intressant att dels
uppticka spanningar mellan idealbilder och de
reella situationerna samt vilka strategier och
forhandlingar som krévs for att komma tillrétta
med vardera bilderna, som ocksa ir sjélvrepre-
sentationer, dvs. for att fa dem att falla pa vet-
tig plats.

Staffan Beijar undersoker hur julen &r ett
tillfdlle da familjen vi “lever via” (den som
ideala forestillda familjen) tar 6verhand over
familjen vi “lever med” i vardagen. Han finner
att manga av julens ritualer aterspeglar strivan
till gemenskap och att fora samman olika ge-

nerationer pa ett annorlunda sitt 4n som sker
under vardagliga forhallanden. Den ideala bil-
den av vars och ens egen familj 4r idag enligt
honom en bastion och i konkurrensens tide-
varv blir familjen och hemmet sa viktiga da de
1 hog grad skall svara for kulturella virden som
samarbete, hog moral och lojalitet. Familjeom-
tanke, omvinda genusrollerr, sliktgemenskap
genomsyrar julen och svarar mojligen mot den
nostalgiska bild av familjegemenskapen som
manga bér inom sig.

Om idealfamiljen manas fram via ritua-
ler och gemensamma festliga forehavanden
i det julsmyckade hemmet, 4r bilden av eller
uppfattningarna om familjen mera enligt de
familjer vi ‘lever med” objekt for Lena Ma-
rander-Eklunds artikel, som ockséd ger en rik
introduktion till familjeforskningen inom tra-
ditionsvetenskaperna Hon analyserar synen
pa familjen och familjerelationer utgaende
fran ett omfattande fragebrevsmaterial och hur
hennes sagesmiin sidger sig uppfatta familjen
som levd erfarenhet. Men dven hon ser pa fa-
miljen ocksa som diskurs, eller egentligen hur
hennes sagesmin blivit paverkade av debatten
om familjen och fordndringar i familjesynen.
Det viktiga dr hidr "hur sagesminnen talar om
familjen och vilka betydelser de tillskriver
den’. Hirvid finner hon varianter som ser den
egna familjen dels som nagot ‘mycket posi-
tivt, som en harmonisk inre kidrna, dels som
nagot mindre positivt, som en klaustrofobisk
grupp”. De storsta skillnaderna i synerna fin-
ner hon enligt dldern pa sagesminnen, de édldre
hade en klar bild av familjen som traditionell
kédrnfamilj, dvs. mamma,pappa barn, bade pa
idéplanet och som levd erfarenhet, medan de
medelalders hade en nagot vidare syn pa fa-
milj, som t.ex. kunde inbegripa bade adoption
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och barnfrihet. De yngre visade ett ambivalent
forhallande till familjen.

I Anna-Maria Astroms artikel gér vi tillbaka
till efterkrigstiden och 1950-talet och olika ty-
pers stadshem som fanns i de centrala delarna
av Helsingfors. De dr fraga om stenstadshem
som fortrader savil en borgerlig som en mera
smaborgerlig modell vad giller rumsplanering
och inredning. Analysen bygger pa minnes-
skildringar av hemmen, i vilka de framkom-
mer att tidens funktionalistiska ideal knappast
natt de stadsldgenheter stadsborna kimpade sig
fram i. Hemmen som "hélje” for familjen blir
uppenbar medan spdnningen mellan idealfa-
milj och idealhem och det verkliga pusslandet
om utrymmen och inredningarna i sig snarare
visar pa hur starka de kulturella modellerna var
over hur ett hem skulle se ut. Med dem i baga-
get verkar det som ocksa nedbantade och ned-
prutade hem kunde duga och ocksa utgjorde en
killa for stolthet for familjen att visa upp. Man
kunde séga att idealmodellen var uppnadd om
den strukturellt inneholl vad den skulle.

I Sonja Hagelstams artikel tematiseras ut-
géende fran “tva krigstida brevsamlingar rela-
tionen mellan makar och mellan foréldrar och
ogifta soner som var forlagda vid fronten under
fortséttningskriget i Finland.” Hon har ett dia-
logiskt perspektiv i tva bemirkelser, hon gér
i dialog med breven och hon ser brevskrivan-
det uttryckligen som en dialog med olika mal-
sattningar. I brevskrivningen mellan man och
hustru betonar hon vikten av att férsoka skapa
normalitet, kontinuitet och delaktighet for att
sedan ndr freden skulle komma bittre kunna
fortsitta dir man blev “avbuten” nér kriget brot
ut. Det gillde saledes att hélla sig a jour med
den andra och vara med om en gemensam ut-
veckling. Den dialogiska relation som radde
mellan fodldrar och “barn’, dvs. soldaterna i
krig, var en annan. Fordldraskap innebir all-
tid en omsorgsrelation understyker Hagelstam
och hivdar att kriget kan ha forldngt denna om-
sorgsroll eftersom en stindig fara forelag. For

alla brevskrivare erbjod hemmet och familjen
en kinsla av stabilitet och trygghet, och i de
analyserade familjernas fall “fick den téta brev-
kontakten en viktig funktion i att halla samman
familjen under den ldnga separationen”, hivdar
Hagelstam. Det dr framforallt i dialogens de-
taljer som sddana malsittningar och funktioner
star att finna.

Anna-Kuczynski behandlar forstaelsepro-
blem och dialoger om viktiga familjeomraden
inom bikulturella - polsk-finlindska familjer -,
diar makarna kan ha olika virderingar om ar-
betsfordelningen i hemmet och om barnuppfos-
tran. Hon tar avstamp i olika genusordningar,
som ldnderna kan anses foretrida och resone-
rar om hur makarnas olika forstaelsehorisonter
pa olika sitt kunde ndrmas under dktenskapets
gang. Intressant dr ocksa att i barnuppfostran
se olikheter i tyngpunkterna i antingen ett krav
pa respekterad familjegemenskap och slikt-
tillhorighet eller i en individcentrerad modell
som utgar fran vars och ens behov av sjilvstin-
dighet, barnen inberidknade. Fragan ir vidl om
detta familjens stora dilemma inte ir en fraga
om “antingen eller” utan snarast just ‘bade och”
och att olika familjemodeller stindigt forsokt
16sa det just sd, men ofta dnda givit Gvervikt
at den ena synpunkten. Den modernistiska fa-
miljen torde som Anna-Liisa Kuczynski hév-
dar och som hir den individfixerade finlidnd-
ska varianten far sta for, sakna de ritta medlen
harfor.

Familjen och hemmet utgor rika forsknings-
objekt dérfor att familj och hem, liksom varje
individ dr unik. I den dubbelfokusering “pa
ideal och verklighet 'som i hiftet pA manga sitt
utgjort en ledstjdrna, strivar den etnologiska
och folkloristiska forskningen att fordjupa bil-
den av familj och hem genom analyser hur de
upplevts och formedlats genom individernas
egna tolkningar. I dem syns kulturmodeller,
men ocksd nyskapande forhéallningsdtt som
standigt dndrar pa synerna pa familj och hem.
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Home and family

The theme for Budkavlen 2009 is the family
and the home. Regarding both of these aspects,
it is clear from many of this year’s articles that
we often live with two concepts; the ideal con-
dition, that we constantly try to attain or at least
have in mind, and the current situation where
deficiencies and misunderstandings occur.

This is not just a matter of different societies
having different family models, and models of
how the family ideal and the ideal home should
be realized, nor a fictitious picture presented
by the media of the ideal family.

It is rather more closely connected to the
fact that the vision of every family and every
home involves a dual ideal concept, that is to
say, one concerning the real family and home
situation and one where the family and house
is depicted in an ideal guise, which on certain
rare instances the family may even attain.

It is on these rare occasions, when every-
thing is ideal and all relationships seem right,
when everyone has their own space that the
togetherness becomes tangible within this unit
that constitutes the family and the home.

The problems have their roots in the diffi-
culty of uniting the independence of the many
with a solidarity that, in certain ways, demands
the forgoing of that independence. The image
of a good family and a good home are, how-
ever, a guiding principle in many people’s
life and therefore it is interesting to discover
the tensions between the ideal picture and the
real situation; as well as those strategies and
negotiations that are demanded so as to come
to terms with each image, which are also self
representations, i.e. in order to make sense of
them together.

Staffan Beijar examines how Christmas is
an occasion when the family we “live by” (the
representation of the ideal family) dominates
over the family we “live with” in everyday life.
He observes that many of the rituals of Christ-
mas reflect our endeavours to create closeness
and to bring together various generations in a

different manner than that which occurs in our
everyday relationships.

The ideal picture of each person’s own fam-
ily is today, according to Beijar, a bastion,
and that in an age of competition, the family
and the home become so important that to a
large degree they become answerable as the
cultural custodians of cooperation, good mor-
als and loyalty. Care of the family, reversed
gender roles, and kinship permeate Christmas
and possibly respond to the nostalgic image of
family unity that many people cherish within
themselves.

Whether the ideal family, promoted by
rituals and the customary festival activities in
homes decorated for Christmas, is a picture of
or an understanding of our wishes, “the family
with which we live” is the subject of Lena Ma-
rander-Eklund’s article; the article also gives
a rich introduction to research in folkloristics
and ethnology.

Lena Marander-Eklund analyses the view
of the family and family relationships based
on comprehensive questionnaire material and
how the participants relate their understanding
of the family as a lived experience. However,
even she views the family as a discourse, or
rather the way in which her source participants
have been affected by the debates on the fam-
ily and the changing views on this subject.

The important point for her is “how the
source participants talk about the family and
what significance they attribute to it”. Thus
she finds variants in the descriptions of the part
played by the participant’s own family. The
variations are both ‘very positive, such as an
inner harmonic nucleus, and partly less posi-
tive, such as a claustrophobic group’.

The greatest differences Lena Marander-
Eklund found in the views presented were ac-
cording to the age of the informant; the older
generation had a clear image of the family
as a traditional nucleus family, i.e. a mother,
father, and children and this was both on the
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ideal plain and as a lived experience, while
the middle-aged group had a somewhat wider
view of a family, for example, it includes both
adoption and childless families / families with-
out children. The younger generations had an
ambivalent relationship with the family.

Anna-Maria Astréms article goes back to
the period after the war and the 1950s, looking
at the different types of city houses that could
be found in the central districts of Helsinki. It
is concerned with stone built city houses that
also represent different layers of the middle
class, in regard to their planning of rooms and
interior decoration. The analysis is based on
descriptions and memories of the homes, and
through these it emerges that the functional-
istic ideal of the time was hardly attained in
the city dwellings, where the inhabitants lived
their everyday lives with older ideals.

The home as a ‘protection’ for the family is
obvious; while the tension between the ideal
family and the ideal home and the real jigsaw
puzzle of the spaces and interiors show how
strong the cultural models were over how a
home should look. With this in mind it seems
that also the slim-downed and down graded
home could be adequate and also constitute a
source of pride for the family to display. One
could say that the ideal model had been reached
if the structural content was as it should be.

In Sonja Hagelstam’s article, the theme is
based on ‘the relationships in two collections
of war time letters between married couples
and between parents and their unmarried sons
who was initially at the front during the con-
tinuation war in Finland.” She has a discursive
perspective based on two aspects; she enters
into a dialogue with the letters, and she views
the letter-writing specifically as a dialogue
with various goals.

In the letters between husband and wife she
stresses the importance of trying to construct
normality, continuity, and participation so that
when peace came there would be a better pos-
sibility of continuing from the place where one

was 7 interrupted” when the war broke out.

This thus meant keeping up to date with one
another and being part of a joint development.

The dialogical relationship that took place
between the parents and their “child” i.e. the
soldier in the war was different. Parenthood
always involves a relationship of care and pro-
tection, emphasises Hagelstam and maintains
that war can also extend this protective roll be-
cause of the constant danger that exists.

For all the letter writers, the home and the
family offered a feeling of stability and safety,
and in the case of the analysed families ” the
close contact of the letters had an important
function in keeping the family together un-
der the long separation”, asserts Hagelstam.
Above all it is in the details of dialogues in the
letters that it is possible to find such aims and
functions

Anna-Liisa Kuczynski considers problems
of understanding and dialogues concerning
important family areas within a minority cul-
ture — Polish-Finnish families -, where spouses
can have different evaluations concerning the
division of labour in the home and on the rear-
ing of children. She takes as her starting point
the different gender rules, represented by the
two countries and discusses how the different
horizons of understanding of married spouses
could in various ways come closer to each oth-
er during the marriage

It is also interesting that in the upbringing
of children the different central points are ei-
ther a demand for respect for family kinship
and belonging to a group of relatives, or in the
individual centred model the need of everyone
for independence, including the children. The
question is that the families” considerable di-
lemma is not a matter of “either or” but rather
“both” and that the different family models
constantly try to solve the problem by this
means. But even so, in many cases the families
in the end give more importance to one point
of view. The modern family is probably, as An-
na-Liisa Kuczynski asserts and as she exempli-
fies by the individual -centred Finnish variant,
lacking in the proper remedies.
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The family and the home provide rich re-
search areas because the family and home is,
like every individual and unique. In the double
focus “on the ideal and the real” that in many
ways constitutes a guiding principle, the re-
search of ethnology and folkloristic endeavours
to extend and expand the image of the family
and the home. This is done by analysing how
they have been experienced and negotiated
through the individuals own interpretations. In
these interpretations the model of the culture
can be seen, as well as the newly created re-
lationships that constantly change the view of
the family and the home.

Foljande ars nummer av tidskriften har inget tema och alla amnen for artiklar
beaktas. Enligt tidtabellen for tidskriftens refereeprocess skall artiklarna vara
redaktionen tillhanda fore sista februari 2010.

Se Vigledning till forfattare.




