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Detta nummer av Budkavlen handlar om
olika sitt att forhaila sig till det forflutna
och olika sitt att forstd och formedla his-
toria. Inom savél historievetenskapen som
traditionsvetenskaperna har man under
den senmoderna eran, dér historieintresset
vuxit och delvis fatt andra uttrycksformer
an tidigare, intresserat sig just for hur man
anvander sig av historia. Man forutsitter da
att det finns en historievetenskapens bild
av det forflutna och olika andra konkurre-
rande bilder av det forgéngna. Ytterligare
har var och en som varit med om viktiga
perioder i nationernas nérhistoria egen er-
farenhet, som man &beropar, nédr man for-
haller sig till det forflutna.

Att etnologin och folkoristiken uttryck-
ligen dr intresserade av historia i forhél-
lande till de egna erfarenheter méinniskor
har, bade de sjalvupplevda och de pa andra
sitt formedlade, kommer fram i alla artik-
lar. Man fors6ker pa olika sitt forsté vilken
bild ménniskorna har av det forflutna och
varfor olika historiebilder tilltalar dem, sé-
som Anne Niemi for fram i sin essd. His-
toria kan enligt John Bjokman, som stoder
sig pa Lyotard, indelas i den vetenskapliga
kunskapsverksamheten och den narrrativa
kunskapen. I museala framtéllningar finns
starka narrativa drag, historien formedlas
som olika slag av representationer. Enligt
Bjorkman dr historien i sig en tradition.

Hur aktiva ménniskor, som ar med om att
skapa en tridgard som ett slags historisk
representation, tdnker om sin verksamhet,
ir utgéngspunkten for Kajsa Vikman som
penetrar hur etnologen styrs av sokande
efter regelbundheter i sin forskning. Dessa
regelbundheter soks savil i intervjuer som
i fragelistsvar, ddr bade intervjuaren och
den som blir intervjuad har en uppfattning
om hur en intervju gér till. Att intervju-
tillfallena &r oerhort kinsliga situationer
framgar & sin sida av Sofie Strandéns ar-
tikel, ddr hon framhaller att intervjun som
bést maste préglas av tillit och empati isyn-
nerhet om det géller traumatiska héndelser
sasom krigsupplevelser.

De tvé sista artiklarna &dgnas folkloris-
tiskt material insamlat kring sekelskif-
tet 1900 i de svenska trakterna i Finland
respektive ett historiskt kdllmaterial frén
1840-1860-talet. I fokus for Camilla Asp-
lund folkloristiska lectio praecursoria ir
uppfattningar om troll i forhéllande till
kristen tro. Jacob Seela beskriver en kakel-
ugnsmaéstares virld i Vasa.

Gemensamt for alla artiklar dr utdver
historiefokuseringen dven det faktum att
all etnologisk och folkloristisk forskning
i hog grad utgor en tolkningsverksamhet i
forhallande till den tolkning som var och
en individ gor for att orientera sig bade i
nuet och till det forflutna.

Detta nummer tilldgnas Budkavlens méangariga redaktor
John Hackman




Budkavlen 2005

This issue of Budkavlen focuses on various
attitudes towards the past and on various
ways of understanding and mediating his-
tory. During the late-modern era, when the
interest in history in general has increased
and to some extent taken on new forms of
expression, the attention both within the
discipline of history and the traditions dis-
ciplines has turned to the ways in which
history is being used. The assumption then
is that the discipline of history holds one
view of the past, and in addition to this,
there are other competing images of the
past. Furthermore, everyone who has lived
through important periods in a nation’s re-
cent history has their own experience that
they refer to in their attitude towards the
past.

The fact that ethnology and folkloristics
are specifically interested in history in rela-
tion to people’s experiences, both personal
and those mediated in other ways, emerges
in all the present articles. In various ways,
the researchers attempt to understand the
image that people hold of the past and why
different images of history appeal to them,
as Anne Niemi shows in her essay. Ac-
cording to John Bjorkman, who, in turn,
bases his views on Lyotard, history can be
divided into scientific knowledge and nar-
rative knowledge. Exhibits in museums
carry strong narrative features; history is
here mediated as various kinds of repre-

sentation. Bjorkman claims that history in
itself is a tradition. What people participat-
ing in, for example, the creation of a gar-
den as a kind of historical representation
think about their own activities forms the
point of departure for Kajsa Wikman, who
explores how ethnologists are informed by
the search for regularity in their research.
These regularities are sought in answers
to questionnaires and in interviews where
both the interviewer and the interviewee
have a notion of how an interview is done.
Sofie Strandén’s article shows that inter-
views are extremely delicate situations
that, at their best, should be characterised
by trust and empathy, particularly when
dealing with traumatic events such as ex-
periences of war.

The last two articles are devoted to folk-
loristic material collected around the turn
of the 20" century in the Swedish-speak-
ing areas of Finland and historical source
material from the 1840s to the 1860s. In
her lectio praecursoria in folkloristics,
Camilla Asplund focuses on views of trolls
in relation to Christianity. Jacob Seela pro-
vides a description of the world of a stove
master in Vasa.

Besides the shared focus on history, all
these articles also display the fact that all
ethnological and folkloristic research to
a large extent consists of interpretations
made in relation to the interpretations that
each individual makes in order to find their
place both in the present and the past.
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