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Teman for artiklarna i detta nummer av
Budkavlen dr prydnadsforemal, hantverk,
gardsgrupper, hembygden, fastlagen och
doden samt fotboll. Sénér som pa det sista
temat kunde man tro att vi hér att géra med
synnerligen traditionell etnologi och folko-
ristik. Att sd inte #r fallet bevisas av artik-
larna en for en. Det som dock é&r intressan-
tare att notera &r att en viss traditionstrohet
vad giller dmnesvalet samtidigt fortsitter
att profilera véra vetenskaper.

Det ar etnologin och folkloristiken som
har ett foretrdde att se till det materiella
foremalsbestdndet, nu med symboliska
fortecken och betoning pa de foremalsi-
gande och skapande individerna. Bygg-
nadsforskningen har varit speciellt omhul-
dad i etnologin, nu str individernas och
generationernas instéillningar till sin mil-
j6 1 fokus. Det ir traditionsvetenskaperna
som av hdvd har dgnat sig at folkseden
som den kommit till uttryck i bl.a. arets
och livets hogtider, men att uppmérksam-
ma deras borgerliga och urbana drag for
att inte tala om deras moderna och sen-
moderna yttringsformer ger ett djup at
dagens situation som fé& andra vetenska-
per formar ge. Gemenskap i grupp och
lokal identitet 4r slutligen aterkommande
fragor inom béde etnologin och folkloris-
tiken; i detta nummer granskas de dels
med ett genderperspektiv och dels med
fokus pa fotbollsreportage ddr berittelse-
strukturen framhiver savil individuella
handlingar och personer som gemenskap
béde i laget och isynnerhet mellan laget
och supportrarna. Vardera synvinklarna
ger ytterligare perspektiv pa konstruktio-
nen av gemenskap.

De anvinda kéllorna i artiklarna &r ock-
s de hdvdvunna: intervjuer, fragelistsvar
och tidningsmaterial. I synnerhet det sist-
nidmnda kan hiar kommenteras. Det har fle-
ra ganger konstaterats att intervjumateria-
let ndrmast ger tillgang till individuella hall-
ningar medan tidningsmaterial ger nyck-
eln till det offentliga talet. Detta offentliga
tal - i detta nummer beskrivningar av fast-
lagsseder och fotbollsmatcher samt puubli-
ceringen av dodsannonser - referarar till
héndelser som har tagit plats. Denna infor-
mation kan synas pé olika sétt. Ur den kan
man se vad som prioriterats att dverhuvud-
taget berétta om och anvénda materialet for
att fanga det verkliga skeeendet. Sa fér vi
t.ex. fram en fascinerande fastlagshistoria
for Abos del. Men ocksd genom att foku-
sera pd hur informationen fors fram och
med vilka syften - t.ex. att stdrka en vikéns-
la for ett fotbollslag - fas ny kunskap om
hur vart samspel med massmedia fungerar
som en spegel for kinslor. Och slutligen
kan dodsannonserna ses som en traditio-
nell form for artikulerande av den svaraste
av alla kénslor- sorgen. Innehéllet i annon-
serna har en djupt subjektiv och subjekt-
iverande sida, men den formas pa ett ritu-
ellt sitt, som snarast utgdr “en aspekt av
den passiva anpassningen till samhéllets
standardlosningar betrdffande doden” hiv-
das hir.

Samtidigt visar artiklarna som nu publi-
ceras pé ett intressant forhallningsitt gen-
temot det privatas och individuellas rela-
tion till det offentliga. Det offentliga stor-
sambhiillet ses som pa ett visst sétt som kvé-
vande och i varje fall inte som sérskilt stod-
jande for individen, men med olika medel
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som prydnadsforemal och att hantverka
sjdlv kan individen mota in en sfir dar in-
dividualiteten far ett fritt utlopp. Genom
att fista minnen till enskilda foremal ska-
pas reda i levnadsloppet och genom att via
hantverk forverkliga sina virderingar om
ett ekologiskt riktigt sitt att leva tillskan-
sar sig individen ett eget utrymme som till-
fredstéller jaget. Att behovet for individu-
alitetshdvdandet blivit allt storre samtidigt
som kollektiva former for forverkligandet
av detsamma blivit mindre visar 4 andra
sidan uppsatsen om fastlagsfirandet sedan
1824 i Abo. Individualiteten i stindssam-
hillet forefaller att ha varit fast rotad och
rikt praktiserad i stindsspecifika festmons-
ter: med maskeradernas hjélp har ytterli-
gare en viss stegrad frihet temporért kun-
nat nds. A andra sidan visar ocksa artiklar-
na om regionalmedvetenhet bland kvinnor
pa Aland, om fotbollsreportagen och tom.
artikeln om sjéalvforverkligandet bland in-
dividualistiska hantverkare, att individens
jag behover en stindig fond att prévas mot
och att individualiseringen som ett enmans-
projekt snarast dr en senmodern myt. Iden-
tifikationer av olika slag 4r medel for jaget
att ingd i storre gemenskaper. Ocksd nir
doden méter dr det gruppen, familjen och
de ovriga anhdriga, som far bdra upp indi-
viden. Dessa “eviga sanningar” fortjdnar
att analyseras i det perspektiv som moter
oss idag. Det faktum att det gors sa tradi-
tionstroget som i detta nummer visar en-
bart pd att en stark identitet hos etnologin
och folkloristiken borgar for en stindig
vaksamhet i nutiden.
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The themes of the articles in this issue
of Budkavlen are decorative objects, han-
dicrafts, farmstead groups, the home di-
strict, Lent, death and soccer. One might
think, except from the last theme, that we
deal excessively with traditional ethnolo-
gy and folkoristics. This is not the case,
and one by one this becomes apparent from
the articles. Something which is more in-
teresting to note, is that a certain faith in
tradition concerning the selected topics
continues to profile our discipline. The
priority within ethnology and folkoristics
is to deal with the physical object, now with
symbolic signs and an emphasis on the in-
dividuals who owned and made the object.
The study of buildings has been particu-
larly favored within ethnology; now the at-
titude of individuals and generations
towards their milieu is put into focus. Eth-
nology and folkloristics have customarily
been devoted to the customs of people as
they are manifest in, among other things,
annual festivals and special occasions, but
the observation of their bourgeois and ur-
ban features, not to mention their modern
and late modern forms of expression, prov-
ides the present-day situation with a depth
which few other disciplines can give. Fel-
lowship in groups and local identity are
ultimately recurring issues within both eth-
nology and folkoristics; these are exami-
ned in this issue, partially from a gender-
oriented perspective, and partially with a
focus on soccer reporting, in which the re-
port structure accentuates both the indivi-
dual incidents and people, as well as fel-
lowship, in the team and especially between
the team and the supporters. Both angles
provide a further perspective on the struc-
ture of the community.

The sources used for the articles are also
conventional: interviews, questionnaires



and newspaper material. The latter of the-
se in particular can be commented on here.
It has been stated many times that inter-
view material primarily provides access to
individual convictions, while newspaper
material is the key to public speech — in
this issue, descriptions of Lent traditions
and soccer matches, as well as obituary an-
nouncements, refer to things which have
taken place. This information can be seen
in different ways. From them, one can see
what was given enough priority that it was
deemed worth telling about and the ma-
terial can be used to grasp the actual oc-
currences. So the result is, for example, a
fascinating history of Lent in Turku. How-
ever, by focussing on how information is
conveyed and for what purpose — for ex-
ample, to strengthen the feeling of solida-
rity for a soccer team — we also get new
knowledge about how our teamwork with
the mass media serves as a mirror for emo-
tions. And finally, the obituaries can be
seen as a traditional form for articulating
the most difficult of all feelings — grief. The
contents of obituaries have a profoundly
subjective and subjectifying aspect, but it
is formed in a ritualistic way, which, as is
pointed out here, constitutes “an aspect of
the passive adaptation to society’s standard
solutions concerning death.”

At the same time, the articles published
here point out an interesting approach to
the private and individual relation to pub-
lic society. In a certain way, public society
is seen as being suffocating and not very
supportive of the individual, but the indi-
vidual can create a sphere by different
means, such as decorative objects and han-
dicrafts, where his/her individuality can
flow freely. By bonding a memory to a
single object, the individual can make sen-
se of his/her life course, and by realizing
his/her values of living in an ecologically
right way through handicrafts, the indivi-

dual seizes his/her own space which sets
their inner selves at peace.

The essay about Lent celebrations in
Turku since 1824 shows, on the other hand,
that the need for emphasizing individuali-
ty has become greater, while, at the same
time, collective forms of realization of the
same were decreasing. Individuality in a
class society appears to have been firmly
rooted and richly practiced in class-speci-
fic celebration patterns; using masquerades,
a certain greater degree of freedom had
been momentarily reached. On the other
hand, the articles about regional conscious-
ness among women on Aland and in soc-
cer reports, and even the article about self-
realization among the individualistic crafts-
person, show that the individual’s self-
identity requires constant testing and that
the concept of individualization as a one-
person project is more of a myth of late
modernism. Identifications of different
types are a means for the “self” to enter
into broader fellowships. Also, when death
comes, it is the group, the family and other
relatives, who will support the individual.
These “eternal truths” deserve to be ana-
lyzed from the perspective that we face to-
day. The fact that it is done with the faith-
fulness to tradition that is shown in this
issue only points out that a strong identity
within ethnology and folkoristics vouches
for a constant attentiveness in the present.
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