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AULI VÄHÄKANGAS & ANNA MÄKI-PETÄJÄ-LEINONEN
According to the Finnish law, funeral respects the autonomy and worldview of 
the deceased. This article analyses narratives of the bereaved on funeral will and 
how they have attempted to follow the will of the deceased in planning the fu-
neral and selecting the burial place. The data consists of thirteen interviews of 
bereaved persons. The data has been analysed using thematic analysis (template 
analysis).  The results indicate that in some cases the deceased person has expres-
sed her/his will on funerals clearly but in some other cases the family members 
had to rely on assumed funeral will. Convictions of the deceased influenced the 
funeral will especially in those cases when the deceased was clearly religious or 
non-religious. The relationships between the deceased, the former family carer 
and other relatives strongly influenced how well the bereaved could and wanted 
to follow the will. Our results show that a reconstituted family situation compli-
cated knowing the will of the deceased especially in those cases where there was 
a variety of interpretations on it. As a conclusion, if there is a clear understanding 
on the funeral will including the ritual, burial mode and burial place it will make 
it much easier for the bereaved to plan these. Additionally, clear will prevents the 
bereaved from encountering quarrels and unpleasant experiences in planning and 
organizing funeral of their loved one. 
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