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ABSTRACTS
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ESKO RYÖKÄS
In recent decades, the two largest Lutheran churches in the USA have 
come closer to some other churches, but at the same time, they have sepa-
rated further and further from each other. !is is visible when I resolve the 
understanding of deacons, their ministry and their function. In this article, 
I examine the current situation and the developments that have led to it in 
the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). !e central question has 
been whether deacons are lay people or members of one o"ce of the Church. 
At the same time, the question has been what is happening in Ordination. 
Behind everything is what is the truth announced by the Bible and how it is 
understood in the Lutheran confession. 

LAURI HÄMEENAHO
In this article, I discuss the changes that occur in the self of individuals who 
have left a community that practiced spiritual violence. !e material of the 
article consists of seven life stories of people who have experienced spiritual 
violence. !e life stories have been analyzed using a narrative-thematic analy-
sis. !e changes in the individual’s self found in the analysis are in a theoretical 
dialogue with Carl Jung’s depth psychological structure of the human self. On 
the way out of the community that practiced spiritual violence, the individual 
encounters structures rising from the unconscious mind, and at best under-
stands the role of these structures in his own recovery process.


