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ABSTRACTS

ESKO RYOKAS & ILKKA HUHTA

It is commonly believed that archdeacons disappeared from Finland during
the Reformation. However, in Lutheran churches, the Reformation led to the
early church diaconal office merging with the clerical office, and the clerical
office also encompassed the tasks of diaconal service. This article demonstrates
that the archdeacon’s office or title remained in use for centuries, and ceased
to be used only after the mid-19th century. In the Lutheran Church, the arch-
deacon primarily served in clerical roles following the Reformation until the
19th century. This article aims to provide a preliminary overview of the use of
the Lutheran archdeacon title in Finland during the post-Reformation period
and to raise questions that call for further research.

ANNA SOFIA SALONEN & MILJA POLLARI

Food waste is a complex ecological, social, and ethical issue. However, it has
not been much discussed in the field of diaconal research. Particularly little
attention has been paid to the household perspective, despite the fact that
households are the most affected by food waste and that families are a key
context for diaconal work. In this study, we look at household food waste in
the context of intergenerational interactions. The data for this study consists
of individual and group interviews with a total of 42 people in Finland and
Canada. The results suggest that food waste issues are negotiated as part of
food education in a way that involves two conflicting ideals. The first of these,
avoiding throwing food waste, is crystallized in particular in the invitation to
finish one’s plate. The second ideal is linked to the pursuit of balanced food
consumption and involves avoiding the requirement to finish one’s plate. The
tensions between these two ideals reflect changing educational ideals about
food between generations. In addition to ideals, the results also suggest that
food waste is associated with practices that create intergenerational friction.
People often do not challenge food waste ideals and practices openly, but rath-
er subtly. Navigating and negotiating food waste does not dismantle prevailing
ideals but shows both their strength and their contradictions. The production
of food waste is not only a problem, but also a form of resistance and creative
action, and even a condition of gentle education. Understanding this com-
plexity is essential to supporting households towards more sustainable food
consumption.
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