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ABSTRACTS
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ESKO RYÖKÄS
Mitä on diakonia? Määritelmien moneudesta

The article examines the twenty years of the Journal for the Study of Diaconia 
and the discussions regarding the understanding of diaconia that have tak-
en place through its publications. Special attention is given to the perspec-
tives from which diaconia has been approached in all the research articles 
published during this period. From the material, six conceptual frameworks 
emerge: Those 1) Originating from diaconal action, 2) Based on the content of 
diaconal workers’ work, 3) Presenting the content of diaconia without binding 
it to action, 4) Examined from the perspective of the original language, 5) 
Emerging from ideology and doctrine, and 6) Stemming from the research 
subject itself. Although the study’s focus is not on the interpretations of di-
aconia per se, the article expresses a hope that this classification would also fa-
cilitate the discussion on the development of diaconia. Finally, it discusses the 
perspectives that appear to be missing from the material. Reflections on the 
distribution of roles among various societal actors and normative approaches 
to diaconia have remained limited over the years.


