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LAURA PUUSTINEN
A discussion about the reform of the diaconate and the diaconal ministry has 
been an ongoing theme in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland for 
decades, and is still in process. There has not been a solid conclusion, although 
three committees and several task forces have produced their reports on the 
theme. In this article I’ll look at these documents for the reasons for this. The 
ongoing discussion has, for example, been about the threefold ministry, the 
assemblage of the diaconate, the ordination and the administrative impacts of 
the possible reform. As a result, three themes need more analysis in the future: 
How has the concept of ministry been understood? What has been under-
stood by the idea of diaconia? How have the ecumenical commitments been 
understood and what has been their meaning to the process and discussion?

HARRI HAUTALA
The St. Stephen’s Day sermon analyzed in this article is an epistolary sermon 
that is part of a collection of sermons written by Martin Luther as an aid to 
preachers from 1523. (WA 10/1/1). Luther considered St. Stephen in the Acts 
of the Apostles to be a model for deacons and the same model for organizing 
the office of deacon in the church. Luther describes the use of the office of 
deacon that had developed by the Middle Ages with the expression ”reading 
the gospels and epistles”. The criticism concerns the deacon’s liturgical duties, 
which Luther considered to be unbiblical and human inventions. In the ser-
mon, the reformer describes both the qualities and duties of a deacon. A quote 
from the sermon has been used as a source of Luther’s concept of deaconship 
without a more detailed analysis, in which case the interpretation has possibly 
been colored by a charitable concept of deaconship. In this article, my pur-
pose is to find out Luther’s view of the deacon’s position, duties and personal 
qualities in the St. Stephen’s Day sermon by analyzing the original language. 
Based on the analysis, Luther sees the task of the deacon as the management 
of common funds, where financial management skills are emphasized. Love, 
on the other hand, appears in St. Stephen’s life as a martyr’s destiny.  
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PIA RENDIC
Despite many Christians consume pornography, it is still a religious taboo. 
In this article, I examine how porn use has affected the spiritual lives and 
relationships of Finnish Christians. The results are based on data obtained 
through an online survey (N=505) published in March 2018. The results show 
that pornography consumption significantly impacts Christians’ spiritual lives 
and their romantic relationships. In relationships, pornography use was seen 
as having a significant mental and sexual impact. The sexual aspect has not 
previously been raised in Finnish research. Spiritually, porn use causes shame, 
guilt and experiences of unworthiness. All this lead to isolation and distance 
from God, the church and one’s spouse. Neutral and grace-bound effects also 
emerged from the data. 
 
 
 
 
 


