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Thelsocial history of thel German nobilityhaslso farlbeen largely neglected and mayt never attract
similar attention aslits correspondent, Biirgertumsforschung/ Nevertheless, since the[1990s
important contributions'havelbeen madeland structureslfor Adelsforschung arel graduallyléemerging.
Probablyt the'most developed centrelofl thisl tecent interest in Ade/sforschung inl Germany isla
prolific groupl of historianslaround Heinz Reif att Berlin’s Technical University [ Withl Stephan
Malinowski’s weighty but nonetheless.comprehensiveland impressivelylaccomplished thesis,

U omi Kinig zuni Fiibrer]the fourth volumelinlal Series of studies (E/itenwandel in der Moderne) has
beenl published that! will ¢ertainlyl furtherl éxpand thelscopelof tesearchlinto thel German nobility.

Malinowki’s mainl focus restswith  theléconomic/social and ¢ulturalliproclivities ofl the! German
nobilitylasiwell aslits political attitudes and affiliations froml thellate Empirel tolthe Third Reich.
Thel author has éxploited anl abundancel off Sourcel material from more  thanl thirtyl publicland
numerous_ privatelarchives, of whichlat Ieast! twolhave hitherto notlbeen considered.
Additionally, al tather original approachl tol thel teadingl of autobiographical sources.¢complements
thelsource basis Along withhisl ¢close ¢ollaboratorf Marcus Funck,[Malinowski dismisses_ the
established bias applied to this genre/ traditionally ‘treated as a minefield to belavoided bylall but
thelmost ¢xperienced veterans (Kenneth D.[Barkin).LAutobiographies are, in Malinowki’s
methodical approach, ot seen through! the fact/fiction/ true/falsel dichotomy butl tather as
windowsLonl thel perceptionl of tealityl byl theirl authors. Thelsystematiclanalysis ofl styleland
structure ofl content and teferential frameworklof morelthan160L4aristocraticlautobiographies
enables/Malinowski toldeducel thelhabitual and cultural fibrel off thelGermaninoble ¢lites
(Adelshabitus tesp Lkulturf Malinowski’s Adeligkei?) and construeltheir cultural tode(s) (Shulamit
Volkov).

Theltheoretical basis off Malinowki’s study is founded uponl thelhypothesisLofld strong{ fiexus
between thel ¢economid and social declinel of thel Germanlaristocracy, eéspecially after 1918 [and
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political tadicalisation. Thelauthot! teasonably limits his_ tesearchl object tolthe o/d nobility/those
familieslénnobled prior tol 1800/ He further! divides thel noble families off Germany, anl éstimated
80,000Lindividuals in thel1920s (approximately 0,15 percent ofl theloverall population), intol three
different types: the Grandseigneurs| principallyllargel scalellandownersiwhose property permitted a
lifestylelbefitting] theirl social status,[the Kleinadel| by far the largest groupland primarilylcomposed
oftlesser nobilityand thel sol called Adelsproletariat| ot hoble proletariat, a term Malinowski
borrows froml contemporary sources denoting thel drasticallylincreasing layer ofl ¢conomically
impoverished nobility.

Otherf eriteria off differentiation’ émployed byl Malinowski are’ the  tegionalland confessional
complexity within thelGermanl nobility, thel variable professional and generational dispositions,
asiwell as gender, thellatter. mostlyllimited told ¢loseltol psychohistorical studyl of manliness/Inlits
most basiclintention’ Malinowski’s.workl seeks tol providelanlanalysis of whatl thel author! fefers to
aslthe adligé Wertehimmel|thel ¢anon of culture, habitus, and mentality that characterised the
Germanlnobility of thel decades before’and after 1918, Malinowski dwes aldebt to inore tecent
developmentsLin Birgertumsforschung/shichlis most eévident inl theladaptation andlutilisation of its
conceptual toolbox.[His teflections_onl the conceptual and definitional implications_of his
research,/centred onl thelapt coinage of Adeligkeit/ are honetheless éxceptional.

In‘his'introduction, Malinowski discussesl the basic ¢lementslofl this .Ade/igkeit " Thisldiscussionis,
despitelits.comparativel brevity, thelanalytical underpinning onlwhich Malinowski draws
frequently,iff lesslexplicitly, in hislargumentation. Thel origins and formationl of thel nobility’s
cultural[habitualland ideological disposition/ ¢an in many ways be traced back tol the features
construed here. Malinowski depicts.thel iobilitylashistorical experss of diszbility (Heinz Reif) and
adherents/[to aluniquely . ¢complex' notionl ofl familyt as. thelsole quantitylofl aristocraticlife. This
notionléncompassed both the inner and duterl community,[i.e. thelactual family, ¢xceptionally
largelasit tegularly was[and thelsocial ¢lass as alwhole. Thelidea 0l this_ close tol tribal belonging
was_perpetuated by specifically aristocraticiand e¢ffectivelyun bourgeois patternslof upbringing
and education. It was further promoted by a tefined iitilisation of autobiographicall and
genealogical memory whose purposelivasl tol solidifyl thelnobilitylas an exclusivelstratum of
society. With'it went a varietylof habituall and notl (yet) ideological features off superiorityland
leadership. Thel familiar tesidues of 19" ¢/ ¢onservatism/lingered on/ albeit in somewhat ¢litist

variants.
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It was primarily within the Kleinadelinl thelyears prior tol the First World Warlwhere these
features graduallyldiffused from/ the habitual and cultural intol thel ideological sphere/ Traditional
elitisml converted intold profoundlylanti bourgeois (and hencelincreasingly anti Semitic) belief in
one’s.own Fiihrertum!Political structuresand strategies ¢camelintolbeing ot werel being radicalised.
Thelc¢ollapsel6f 1918 [ thel brutalisingl éxperienceslof thelwar and Freikorps/in[whichl German
aristocrats_overproportionally participated, éscalated this' process. Thel¢émotional turmoil of the
immediatel post warl period additionallyllowered thel traditional inhibitions iipheld by the
nobility’s_¢xclusivelselfl image [Thelmainlbodieslofl aristocratic selfl brganisation [ éspecially the
Kleinadel dominated Deutschd Adelsgenossenschaft (DAG) Wwasl thel by farllargest ofiits kindland
swiftlyl gravitated toward thel German Neni Right (INeué Rechte) | dl terminological imbrella
Malinowski prefers'to concepts.suchlas Conservative Revolution Jp. 295 ff] [Malinowski illustrates
this_processiwithl particular ¢larity by tracing the évolution of the D AG’slaggressivelanti |
Semitisml fromla 27 de_siécld-antl Judaism/ tooted in ¢conomicland ¢ultural prejudices, tol the
radical so/kisché anti Semitism of thel1920s.[ Thelintroduction of Arierparagraphenin a hrumber of
organisationsl stipulatingf thelexclusion of racialhl impuré members/is'but onel éxample for the
climatelin/which thelaristocraticllobbyloperated [Malinowski’s.émphasisLon! this_challenges[a
recent tendencylinl Germanlhistoriographyt tol telativisel the  significance ofl the nobility’s.anti |
Semiticlattitudes and political tolelwithin the vo/kischd Bewegung His apt dictum ofl thel wolkische
destruction. of thel¢onceptlofinobility’ [p.[336, 344|[depicts thel extent tolwhich/ the. German
aristocratic_elitesthad hot onlylbeen'infected but entirely transformed by the’dominant

biological tacial discoursel ofl thel ¢arly decades of the[ 20" ¢.

Thelstudy furthermorel¢stablishes a correlation betweenl thel tadicalisation dfl aristocraticlanti |
Semitismlandl thel antil Semiticl¢riticisml frequentlylheaved at thel Germanlnobility by the vilkische
movement itself Hitler’sldiagnosis.ofl thel aristocraticlélites as al tacially degenerated and
mammonisierter Unadelis,alongwithl HeinrichlClal3® Wenn_ ich_dert Kaiser: wir (1912) [thelprobably
most apparent ¢xample for thislattitude/Ideological pressurel fromthe vilkischd mainstreamland
thelanti Semitismlof thelpoliticallylorganised nobilitylwere, according tol Malinowski,
‘interconnected! traditions that continuously tadicalised each otherT[S.[170].

Another featurelof thelaristocratic, ot tather &leinadelige| discourselofl the1920s¥vas built around
thelsupposed dawnlof a zeni nobility, only its interpretation temained contested. 1/d/&ische
hardlinerlwithin thelhobility argued in/ favour of 4 total sacking of thel old,/ Somewhat
contaminated ¢lites and thus found themselvesin thelcompanylofl Darré’siand Taterr Himmler’s
elitist visions of a Blut ind Boden_grown Neunadel[ thelSS.[Contrary tol that|dstensiblylmoderate
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voicesladvocated 4 tevitalised, but nonetheless o/d aristocracy as' the hew Fiibrertum[Wwithlmerit as
thel ¢chief ¢riterionl 0f Selection. Thesel debates ofl thel1920s and ¢arlyl1930s wereboth
constitutiveland symptomatic forl thelself. deceptionl of thel Germanl aristocraticl¢lites that they
would haveld futurel part tol play, particularlylin/a projected Third Reichiswhose advent seemed

inevitableltol contemporary ¢onservativel thought.

Malinowski’s thorough/ often brilliant analysis of thel affinities betweenl the vo/kische Bewegung (and
later onNational Socialism) and thelpolitical lobby andlstructures o f the. German nobility
markedlylsupports Ernst Nolte’s_early ¢lassification of National Socialism aslal clearly
identifiable’phenomenon of ¢onservatism™[p.[197].

Thelauthotrl nonetheless does not ignore! thel complexityl of his tesearchl dbjectand
counterbalanceslhis| preliminary conclusions by discussing/ deviations froml thel protol fascist
courselofl development.[Highly absorbingis'his briefl treatment of adligd Renegaten’| thel tiny
collection/ ofl aristocratic tepublicansl thatl successfullyt tesisted the antil tepublican majority
disposition and’its ideological implications. The  Catholicléxampleslofl thel German/ South,
notably that of Bavaria/are alsol taken intolaccount. Here thelaristocraticlélites_did hot tadicalise
inlthel samelmanner as/theirf East' Elbianl ¢counterparts/In Malinowski’s'analysis the morel stable
economicsituation ofl the Kleznadelinl the South, thel continued eéxistencel of alstrongl Wittelsbachl |
monarchismiafter’ 1918 and thel ¢vident influencel of Catholicismlseparated thel Bavarian nobility
fromlits_ counterparts inl dtherl tegionsland effectivelyl produced Al North Southl division within
thelGerman nobilitylof thelinterwar period.

Thisldivision perpetuated well intol National Socialism, as Malinowski demonstrates.in the
concluding part of his' study. Theirl perception.of thelnew! tegime obscured by theléxpectation of
gaining/influenceland power, thel conservativel ¢lites within politics,administration/and the
military displayed a high' degree not only.of ¢cooperation but ideological affinity [Thislapplied
nowherelmorel than'withintheltadicalised Kleinadel 6f Prussian Germany. An overlapping[often
identicalldefinition 6fl one’s énemies, anti bourgeoisiand anti Semiticimind sets as well asa
fundamental belief in thel principles.oflone’slown Fihrerturihnited some parts of  thel ¢lites more
with[the[National Socialist movement than[an[ddherence tolmonarchism [ Christian[ traditions,
andthe  temaining ¢onceptual differences separated thel two.

Malinowski’sapproachl tolthelissue of thelhobility’sltelation/ tol National Socialism benefits'from
his'evasionlofl older interpretationsl that linked distancel ol thel tegimelimplicitly tol tesistance, as
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reflected in Martin Broszat’s_problematic coining Resistenz.[In opposition tol that, Malinowski
describes aristocratic teservations/ toward National Socialismlas'd ¢ulturallyland habitually tooted
difference [ tarelyl ofl anyl political significance. Hel persuasively adopts  Alf Liidtke’s  twol fold
conceptl of Eigen Sinn tol denotel this'phenomenon. This Eigern Sinn of thel nobilitylis teflected in
copiouslexamples suchlas/ thel Germanl diplomati Wipert von Blicher’s derisivel but honetheless
complacent teplyt tola formal inquirylabout thelwhereabouts of his _Ariernachweis “racially pure
lineagel downl tol 1214’ Jsourcel withl thel teviewer] tol the ¢vident difficulties/ sSomel aristocrats
seemed. toléencounter whenlhaving tol spell thelnamel Hitler. Malinowski’s tesearch hencel verifies
Luidtke’s eatlier conclusionl that, despitelappearancesltol thel contrary, Ezges Sinnin the end tather
stabilised than' eroded  thel fegime’sThold onl power.

Onl theloverproportionatelinvolvement ofl aristocrats inl thel ¢onservativel tesistance tol Hitlerfand
NationallSocialism Malinowski vehemently sidesl withlscholarly positions_of tecent years aimed
at the deconstruction ofl thel tesistancelmyth. It is herelwherelhis thesis draws most heavilylipon
existing tesearch. [His insightsiwill indoubtedlyldcceleratel the. ¢crumbling of the/Doenhoffian
pantheon of conservativeltesisters, a trend widely approvedwithin German historiographical
circles Jcf. teviews by Rainet! Blasius/FAZ [Heinrichl August Winkler/Diel Zeit].

Anotherlaspect[&vorthl hoting! is: Malinowski’s_éxceptionallyllucid, éntertainingf and
comprehensivelstyle, sadlylnot necessarily tepresentativellof thel German historiography ofl the
last' decades.[ Hislalmost playful attitude towards language stands_out abovelall whenlarranging
thelabundancelofl bonsimots hel has ¢xtracted from his archival Sources. This only addslto the
overallimpression that Malinowski has provided iisiwith d veryl substantial and extremely
intelligent ¢ontribution to bothl thel social history and thelhistory of mentalities ofl thellate
Empireland thelinter warl period. . Malinowski’s[published thesis.will indoubtedlythavelalstrong
impacton German Adelsforschung and fuel the mainly tegional tesearch iceded tolappreciatel the
variety ofl dispositionswithin thel German nobility of thel first halfl of the 20 ¢.

A abridged version of this tevienl has been published in thé British journal ),German History ‘€ (issud 4/ 2004)

Michael Jonas| VLA is d_tesearchert it the_department of history University_of Helsinki
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