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Cyllodes ater (Coleoptera, Nitidulidae) found again in Finland 
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Cyllodes ater (Herbst), which has been considered extinct in Finland, and is 
very rare in the other North European countries, was found in eastern Finland 
in 1993. 
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Twelve individuals of Cyllodes ater were found 
in the summer of 1993 at Ilomantsi (62°52'N, 
31 °30'E), in the easternmost part of Finland near 
the River Koitajoki, next to the Russian border. 
The spruce dominated old growth forest studied, 
totalling 103 ha, is composed of several frag
ments and it is surrounded by mires. In the north 
the area is attached to "Tapionsuo", the southern 
part of the Hanhisuo - Ruosmesuo peatland 
protection area. The average age of the conifers 
in the area is 140-180 yrs, and the forest is 
growing on former agricultural land. Birch is 
abundant in the stands and a high proportion of 
dead trunks are infested with Fomesfomentarius 
and other wood destroying fungi. 

Trapping was performed using standard win
dow traps (70 ex.) with two crossed acrylic sheets 
of 70x40 em, and window traps (30 ex.) spe
cially designed for insects associated with fungi 
growing on wood (Kaila 1993). The traps were 
exposed from 14.6. to 26.8.1993, and they were 
checked on 7.7., 28.7., 11.8. and 26.8.1993. 

Four examples of Cyllodes were caught with 
three standard window traps (two 7.7.93; two 
28.7.93). Seven individuals were caught with four 

traps set up on sporophores of Fomesfomentarius 
on dead birch trunks (one 7.7.93; six 28.7.93). 
The twelfth individual was found on 28.7. on a 
hymenophore of Pleurotus pulmonarius grow
ing on a birch trunk with a trap. 

According to the old data (Jakobson 1905-
13), the distribution area of Cyllodes ater has 
covered almost the whole of continental Europe 
and Siberia" ... from Finland to Tbilisi and Batumi 
at the Caucasus ... " and" ... from France to Amur 
region at the Far East ... " at the beginning of this 
century. Nowadays the species seems to be ex
tremely rare in Nordic countries. 

Only two records of Cyllodes ater are known 
from Finland: U: Pohja, Fiskars 1918, and U: 
Tuusula 1833 (Rassi eta!. 1986). Now Cyllodes is 
considered extinct in Finland (Rassi et a!. 1992) 
and it has also declined in other parts of Fenno
scandia. In Sweden, during the past few decades it 
has only been found in Skaralid, Skfme, in a beech 
forest (Palm 1959, Ehnstrom eta!. 1993). In Den
mark it is considered extinct (Asbirk & Sogaard 
1991). There are no records from Norway, and in 
the Baltic countries it has been recorded only from 
the Latvian Republic (Silfverberg 1992). 
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In Russian Karelia, Cyllodes ater was re
corded for the first time on 12.9.1941 in the 
Olonets region near the Swir river in the village 
of Megrozero by V. Karvonen (1941), who col
lected it on a polypore fungus growing on an 
aspen trunk in wet spruce forest. A recent survey 
on insects associated with soft macrofungi 
(Yakovlev 1986, 1988) and polypores (Kaila et 
al. 1994) showed that, at least in the southern 
part of Russian Karelia, Cyllodes ater is still 
common. In Kivach Nature Reserve (62°17'N, 
33°59'6), Vendjury (62°1l'N, 33°17'6), and 
Mashezero (61 °41'N, 34°18'6) adults can easily 
be found on clumps of Pleurotus pulmonarius 
growing on dead birch. In 1992-93 adults were 
also found in the forest by the river Swir near 
Lachta (60°39'N, 33°05'6) by Risto Iivarinen 
(personal comm.), in old grown forest near 
Kaskesniemi (61 °36'N, 33°20'6) by Ilpo 
Mannerkoski (personal comm.), in Kuganavolok 
(62°10'N, 36°45'6) under loose plates of bark on 
the base of a large dead aspen left on the clear
cut area (Siitonen et al., in press), in old growth 
forest near Gomselga (62°05'N, 33°54'6) and in 
young deciduous forest on abandoned fields at 
Bolshoi Klimetsky Island (62°04'N, 35°19'E). 
The species has not been recorded north of 
Kivach. 

The population of Cyllodes ater in the 
Koitajoki area seems to be unique in Finland and 
is also the northernmost known. Urgent conser
vation measures for old growth forests contain
ing the dead wood of deciduous trees impreg
nated with fungal mycelia and producing 
sporophores of Pleurotus are necessary to save 
Cyllodes. 
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