
© Entomologica Fennica. 9 December 2002

Antti Jansson (1940–2002)

V. Ilmari Pajunen* & Larry Huldén*

1. Jansson’s career

Antti Jansson was born in 1940 in Ylöjärvi and
started his studies in biology in 1961 at the Uni-
versity of Helsinki, attaining the degree of Mas-
ter of Science in 1965, Licenciate of Philosophy
in 1968 and Doctor of Philosophy in 1971, after
studies at the University of British Columbia.

His scientific talent was obvious and he was
appointed as a member of the staff of the Finnish
Museum of Natural History in Helsinki already
as a student in 1963. He acted as preparator,
amanuensis and curator 1964–1981, though there
were frequent periods of leave of absence: doc-
toral studies in Canada 1968–1971, assistantship
in the Department of Zoology 1973–1979, acting
professor of hydrobiology 1974–1975. In 1981
he returned to Finnish Museum of Natural His-
tory and was the acting head (kustos) of the Ento-
mology Department there from 1981–1990.

Antti Jansson was an active member of Finn-
ish biological societies. He was the secretary of
Finnish Biological Society Vanamo in 1976–1977,
vice chairman of Finnish Entomological Society
1984–1985, its chairman 1985–1991, member of
the editorial board of Annales Entomologici
Fennici and Acta Entomologica Fennica 1984–
86, Editor-in-Chief of Annales Entomologici
Fennici 1987–1989 and Editor-in-Chief of
Entomologica Fennica 1990–1995.

Antti Jansson’s main research interests

centered on the waterboatmen of the family
Corixidae. His M. Sc. thesis discussed the adap-
tations of species living in the highly fragmented
environment of small rock pools. Soon he became
interested in sound production of these insects,
and his first paper on the subject from 1968 dis-
cussed the daily rhythm of stridulation of one of
the rock pool species. His doctoral disssertation
was on stridulation and its function in species of
genus Cenocorixa, the main results were published
in a series of important papers, which made him a
noted specialist on insect bioacoustics. On return-
ing to Finland, he started studies on stridulation
of Micronecta species, and even used the recog-
nizable species-specific differences as environ-
mental indicators. Studies on rock pools corixids,
especially Arctocorisa carinata, with highly frag-
mented distribution, were continued. He visited
all main areas inhabited by this species and ob-
tained even live material for acoustic and breed-
ing studies. As the prominent expert in bio-
acoustics, Jansson also worked in a team study-
ing Finnish Hylobius weevils. He was a supervi-
sor for several students working on bioacoustics
and taught in several field courses on aquatic ecol-
ogy.

Later in his life, his main field of interest was
the taxonomy of Corixidae. On the suggestion of
his colleagues, he started working with the revi-
sion of corixids of the eastern hemisphere, and
visited all important collections, both museum and
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private, in 1978–1980. The revision of European
Corixidae was ready in 1986. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the next parts remained unfinished.

Antti Jansson had a surprisingly complex per-
sonality. Outwardly he was sociable and coop-
erative, as his work with a multitude of colleagues
well proved. He performed his various tasks in
the university bureaucracy with surprising
efficiency. He carried on his research tenaciously
in spite of injuries which forced him to resign his
office. With his closest friends, a boyish streak
became apparent, he was apt to playful jokes, even
mild mischief. However, hidden was a surpris-
ingly sensitive personality, who could long brood
on his setbacks.

Antti Jansson died on 16 July 2002.
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