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Martin Meinander 19402004

1. Scientific career

Martin Meinander was born in Grankulla, Fin-
land on 17th February 1940. He showed an early
interest in entomology, having family connec-
tions with the prominent entomologists Harald
and Hakan Lindberg. Furthermore, in secondary
school his biology teacher was Harry Krogerus,
also well known among Finnish entomologists.
In 1958, he became a student of Svenska Nor-
mallyceet, and began his studies in biology at the
University of Helsinki where he obtained his
master’s degree in 1964 and his doctoral disserta-
tion in 1972.

While attending the University of Helsinki,
Meinander was employed at the Zoological Mu-
seum, first as an amanuensis, and after 1974 as a
curator. In 1982, he became the head of the Ento-
mology Department and when the Zoological
Museum became a part of the Finnish Museum of
Natural History in 1989, Meinander became the
director of the entire museum. During this time,
he also lectured in zoology at the Department of
Zoology, University of Helsinki, and he was the
acting professor and the head of the division for
education in Swedish during the years 1980—89.
During many summers he also held zoological
field courses at the Tviarminne Zoological Sta-
tion.

Meinander began collecting insects at a very
young age. At the Zoological Museum there are,
for example, numerous specimens collected by
himin the 1950’s at the Lindberg summer place in
Joroinen. During his school years he also col-
lected industriously, and took part in collecting
expeditions to the south-western archipelago of
Finland, and to Lake Kilpisjarvi in Lapland. In
1961 he joined Hakan Lindberg on an expedition
to Morocco, and in 1964 he participated in the
Finnish expedition to Sudan. The summer
courses in Tvarminne also brought considerable
material to the museum collections.

Meinander specialized in previously ne-

glected insect orders. Most of his scientific work
was with Neuroptera, particularly the family
Coniopterygidae. His doctoral dissertation was a
world revision of this family, and in this disserta-
tion and in numerous other papers, he described
several new species and genera. A number of his
papers concern the order Psocoptera, where he
also described some new species. For the most
part, he focused on taxonomy and systematics,
with some approaches to other disciplines, such
as zoogeography.

Scientific societies have an important role in
the Finnish science because they handle, for ex-
ample, most of the publishing. In 1956, Mei-
nander became a member of the Societas Ento-
mologica Helsingforsiensis, which is the oldest
scientific entomological society in Finland. Dur-
ing the 1960°s he was active in the students’ natu-
ralist society Svenska Naturvetarklubben, as the
secretary in 1962 and as the chairman in 1967—
70. In 1967, he was elected as a member of the
governing board of the Societas Entomologica
Helsingforsiensis, and was the chairman of the
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society from 1983 to 1997. The society published
the journal “Notulae Entomologicae”, for which
he was the editor-in-chief during 1966-86. In
1999, he was elected as a honorary member of the
society. In the Societas pro Fauna et Flora Fenni-
ca, Meinander became a member in 1960. He was
a member of this society’s governing board in
1980-89 and the editor of its publications “Acta
Zoologica Fennica” in 1974-78 and “Memo-
randa Societatis pro Fauna et Flora Fennica” in
1975-88. In addition, he became also a member
of the Societas Scientiarum Fennica in 1983.

In addition to these societies, Meinander was
the chairman of the Association Mondiale des
Névroptéristes / International Association for
Neuropterology in 1991-97, and he took part in
international entomological publishing. During
the years 1985-97, he was the chairman for the
Scandinavian Society of Entomology, which
published the journal “Entomologica Scandina-
vica”, and a member in the publishing boards for
“Neuroptera International” (1980-94), “Ayaria”
(1980-96), “Colemania” (1980-96), “Zeitschrift
fiir Evolutionsforschung” (1982-98) and “Jour-
nal of Neuropterology” (1998-2004).

Since 1923, Scandinavian entomological
congresses have been held in turn in Sweden,
Norway, Finland and Denmark. Such congresses
have been arranged in Finland by Societas
Entomologica Helsingforsiensis, and in 1982
Meinander was the Secretary General of the XIX
Scandinavian Entomological Congress. He was
also a driving force in the 1980°s when the Esto-
nian-Finnish entomological symposia were ar-
ranged in Estonia and in Finland. At that time,
such contacts were otherwise quite difficult.
Meinander also took part in a number of more
widely international neuropterological con-
gresses. He was then asked to organize the 6th
congress in Finland, and it was held in Helsinki in
1997.

Meinander was also active in politics. He was
a city councilor in Helsinki during the years
1985-96, a member of the City Board in 1991—
96, and in 1996 he was elected as the deputy
mayor. Naturally these duties meant that he had
less time for scientific work, particularly after
1996. However, he did still retain his position as
lecturer in zoology.

Meinander’s time as the deputy mayor ended
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in 2003. After that he planned to return to ento-
mology, and had already begun working at the
Zoological Museum when he suffered a stroke,
from which he never recovered. Martin Mei-
nander died on 16th December 2004.
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