
Factors restricting the abundance of wasp colonies

of the European hornet Vespa crabro and the Saxon wasp

Dolichovespula saxonica (Hymenoptera: Vespidae)

in an urban area in Poland
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��� ��� %������ �� ��� �������� �� ��������������
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V. crabro D. saxonica

Weather 3 16
Parasitoids, parasites
and predators

Sphecophaga vesparum 0 23
Aphomia sociella 0 24
S. vesparum + A. sociella 0 4
Quedius brevicornis 3 0

Mammals 3 4
Queen failure

Death 7 11
Usurper 2 2*

Broken nests or nest boxes 3 2
Cause unknown 1 3

Total 22 89

* Dolichovespula adulterine

Fig. 1. Cells from a nest of Dolichovespula saxonica

attacked by Sphecophaga vesparum.
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Fig. 2. A nest of Doli-

chovespula saxonica

destroyed by larvae of

Aphomia sociella.

Fig. 3. A comb from a

nest of Vespa crabro

destroyed by larvae of

Quedius brevicornis.
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