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A Note from the Editors 
 

The year 2007 has been—as usual—a very busy one. The number of 
submissions has continued its gradual increase. Although this means more 
work for the editors, it also means that the number of publishable papers is 
increasing. Consequently, the competition for getting one’s paper published in 
SKY Journal of Linguistics is becoming harder. Although we are naturally 
concerned about the increased amount of work involved in editing the journal, 
we are at the same time delighted with the quality of the published papers. We 
therefore thank our contributors for a job well done. 

Editing a small journal is not just work done by us editors. Throughout 
the year we contact the members of the editorial board and external reviewers, 
and ask their willingness to read and review submitted papers. What is so 
striking is that almost every time we contact a language expert with our 
request, the response is friendly and positive. For a small journal this is 
extremely important, because the quality of the papers is improved 
significantly by the reviewers’ help, input and suggestions. Consequently, 
we—again—want to express our sincere gratitude to the members of the 
editorial board and all the referees for the past year. We wish that the positive 
co-operation will also continue in the coming years. 

This year, the publisher of SKY Journal of Linguistics, The Linguistic 
Association of Finland, celebrated its 30th birthday. During its 30-year 
existence, the Association has surely witnessed many challenges that 
linguistics as a field has faced, and changes that it has undergone. These 
challenges were the theme of the anniversary symposium that was held in 
Helsinki in February 2007. One specific challenge for linguistics, which in 
turn was discussed in a special theme session organized by the Association in 
the annual Finnish Conference of Linguistics (May 2007, University of Oulu), 
is inter- and cross-disciplinary research. Linguistics has never been an 
introspective field. It has influenced and been influenced by various 
disciplines ranging from sociology and anthropology to mathematics and 
technological sciences. It seems, however, that at present the amount of inter- 
and cross-disciplinary research between linguistics and other disciplines is 
increasing, and also becoming more challenging. These challenges have not 
gone unnoticed by us editors, either. During the recent years we have 
witnessed an increase in the number of interdisciplinary papers that deal with 
linguistic phenomena but rely on theories and methodologies from other non-
linguistic disciplines.  

In May 2007 the sad news of Dr. Orvokki Heinämäki’s untimely death 
reached the editors of SKY JoL. Orvokki Heinämäki worked as a lecturer at 



the Department of General Linguistics at the University of Helsinki. She was a 
distinguished and loved colleague and also a member of the SKY JoL’s 
editorial board. This volume of SKY Journal of Linguistics is dedicated to her 
memory. 
 
Pentti Haddington Leena Kolehmainen Mari Lehtinen  Jukka Mäkisalo 
 


