
The Large Age-G roups and Migration

B y  P E K K A  M Y R S K Y L Ä  
C en tra l S ta tistica l O ff ic e  o f  F in la n d

In F in la n d  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  has con tin u a lly  in creased . In  the 
1950s the in crease  w as d o u b le  that o f  th e  1940s o r  300 000 person s. In  the 
1960s th e  w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  in creased  b y  fu rth e r  100 000 person s. T h e 
rap id  g ro w th  in  th e  w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  took  p la ce  d u rin g  a re co rd -b re a k in g  
p e r io d  o f  rap id  tran sition  in  th e  in du str ia l stru ctu re . T h e  n u m b er  o f  jo b s  in 
ag r icu ltu re  d ro p p e d  at a rap id  rate. W ere  it n o t fo r  em igra tion  th e  in crease  
in the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  in  the 1960s w o u ld  h a v e  b rou gh t ab ou t a la b or  
fo r ce  su p p ly  n ecessita tin g  ab ou t 40 °/o m o re  jo b s  th an  w e re  a v a ila b le  in  e g  
1960s.

T h e in crease  in th e  la b o r  fo r c e  su p p ly  w as cau sed  b y  th e  la rg e  age g rou p s  
b orn  at the en d  o f  the 1940s an d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  1950s, w h o  began  
to reach  w o rk in g  age  in  th e  1960s. A s  soc ie ty  w a s n ot su ffic ie n tly  p rep ared  
fo r  e m p lo y in g  th ese  age g rou p s  and w hen , in  ad d ition , the la tter  h a lf  o f  the 
1960s u n d erw en t a stron g  recession  th is resu lted  in  re la t iv e ly  la rg e  u n e m p lo y 
m en t am on g  y o u n g  p eop le . T h e 1960s tu rn ed  out, in  fact, to  be  a substantia l 
p e r io d  o f  em igra tion . In tern a l m igra tion  w as also  v ig orou s . Y o u n g  p e o p le  
m o v e d  a w a y  fro m  a g r icu ltu re -b a sed  s lo w ly  d e v e lo p in g  areas to  th e  cities, 
esp ecia lly  to  sou th ern  F in lan d , w h ich  w as ra p id ly  u n d erg o in g  in du stria liza tion  
and u rban ization .

In  the fo llo w in g  w e  w ill  ex a m in e  m ore  c lo se ly  th e  reg ion a l e f fe c ts  o f  in ter
nal m igra tion  and em igra tion  on  the size o f  th e  la rg e  age grou p s. W e  w ill  also 
d eterm in e  to  w h a t ex ten t n ew  jo b s  sh ou ld  h ave  b een  crea ted  in  d iffe re n t parts 
o f  the cou n try  so  th at a loss b y  m igra tion  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  a v o id ed . W e w ill 
also p resen t som e w ie w s  o f  the fu tu re .

A  reg ion a l ex a m in a tion  o f  the in du stria l stru ctu re  and the la b or  fo rce  
su p p ly

In  ad d ition  to  the rap id  g ro w th  in  the n u m b er  o f  th e  w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la 
tion  th e  1960s also  sa w  a re co rd -b re a k in g  tran sition  p rocess  in  th e  in du stria l 
stru ctu re  com p a red  to  o th er  cou n tries . T h e  d ecrea se  in jo b s  in  a g r icu ltu re  can  
be  estim ated  at 300 000, w h en  it is assum ed th at th e  n u m b er  o f  jo b s  equ a ls  the 
n u m ber o f  e co n o m ica lly  a ctiv e  persons. T h e  in crease  in  th e  la b o r  fo r c e  su p p ly  
cau sed  b y  the in crease  in  th e  w o rk in g -a g e  p o p u la tio n  w o u ld  h a v e  b een  280 000
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w ith ou t em igra tion  (the p ro p o rtio n  o f  e co n o m ica lly  a ctive  person s is assum ed to 
be  68 °/o, w h ich  is th e  sam e as in  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  on  the average). 
A  to ta l o f  570 000 jo b s  w o u ld  thus h a v e  been  n eeded , i f  it w o u ld  h ave  been  
p ossib le  to  arran ge  em p loym en t fo r  e v e ry o n e  liv in g  in  F in la n d  in  th e  1960s 
and reach in g  w o rk in g  age in the 1960s.

In  th e  serv ice  in du stries th e  n u m b er  o f  jo b s  g re w  b y  250 000 and in 
the p rocessin g  in du stries jo b s  g re w  b y  121 000 m ak in g  a tota l o f  371 000. T he 
in crease  sh ou ld  h ave  b een  200 000 h igh er, so that it w o u ld  h ave corresp on d ed  
to  the p o ten tia l need. T a b le  1 sh ow s th e  p o ten tia l in crease  in  the la b o r  fo r ce  
su p p ly  in the d iffe re n t p rov in ces  and com p a res the in crease  to  the d ev e lop m en t 
o f  th e  n u m ber o f  job s .

T a b l e  1. C h an ges in  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion , the la b or  fo r ce  and the 
n u m b er  o f  jo b s  in  the 1960s, e x a m in ed  b y  p rov in ce .
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F in la n d , total 415 280 290 570 371 — 199 9
U usim aa 41 30 17 47 116 +  69 14
T u r k u -P o r i 47 33 41 74 52 —  22 7
A h venan m aa 1 1 2 3 2 —  1 3
H äm e 47 32 29 61 56 —  5 2
K y m i 26 18 18 36 25 —  11 7
M ik k e li 23 16 22 38 10 —  28 28
N o rth e rn  K a re lia 28 18 24 42 10 —  32 40
K uopio 32 21 25 46 16 —  30 27
C e n tra l F in la n d 28 18 21 39 17 —  22 23
Vaasa 46 31 37 68 26 —  42 22
O u lu 63 41 37 78 29 —  49 29
La pland 33 21 17 38 12 —  26 32

1 Calculated b y province on the basis of percentages showing persons econom ically
active.

2 A ssu m in g  that one jo b  corresponds to each person econom ically active.

T h e b irth ra te  has tra d ition a lly  b een  h igh er  than  av era g e  in  the eastern  and 
n orth ern  parts o f  F in land , so that the in crease  in the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  
has also b een  h igh est in  these areas. In  add ition , the p red om in a n ce  o f  a g r icu l
tu re in  the in du stria l stru ctu re  resu lted  in the fa ct that th e  u n d ersu p p ly  o f  jo b s  
in  the se rv ice  and p rocessin g  in du stries w as the la rgest com p a red  to  dem and.
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T h ere  w as such  a d rop  in jo b s  in a g r icu ltu re  that in the 1960s the tota l n u m ber 
o f  jo b s  in eastern  and n orth ern  F in lan d  decreased . T a b le  1 sh ow s ca lcu la tion s 
o f  h o w  m a n y  jo b s  w o u ld  h ave  been  n eed ed  in o rd e r  that the pop u la tion  in  the 
ea r ly  1960s cou ld  h ave  been  em p lo y e d  in  th e ir  h om e prov in ces , in  o th er  w ord s  
so that n e ith er em igra tion  n o r  in tern a l m igra tion  w o u ld  h ave  been  necessary .

T h e  c irca  200 000 ad d ition a l jo b s  n eeded  to  e lim in ate  em igra tion  sh ou ld  h ave 
been  lo ca ted  p r im a rily  in  the eastern  and n orth ern  parts o f  F in land , so  that 
in terna l m igra tion  co u ld  also h ave  been  k ep t d ow n . T h e p ro v in ce  o f  U usim aa 
w as th e  o n ly  p ro v in ce  w h e re  th e  in crease  in jo b s  e x ce e d e d  the dem an ds o f  the 
pop u la tion  in the beg in n in g  o f  the 1960s. T h e  p ro v in ce  w o u ld  h ave  had 
to  su rv iv e  w ith  70 000 fe w e r  jo b s  i f  th ere  h ad  b een  n o  in tern a l m igration . T h e 
p ro v in ce  o f  H äm e w o u ld  h ave  n eeded  5 000 m o re  jo b s , and in  the p ro v in ce s  o f  
T u rk u — P o r i and K y m i a jo b  in crease  o f  7 #/o w o u ld  h a v e  gu a ra n teed  e m p lo y 
m en t fo r  the p op u la tion  o f  the e a r ly  1960s. T h e re la t iv e ly  largest in crease  in 
ad d ition a l jo b s  w o u ld  h a v e  been  n eeded  in  the p ro v in ce  w ith  the w ors t m igra 
tion  loss, the p ro v in ce  o f  N orth ern  K arelia , w h e re  th e  n eed ed  in crease  w o u ld  
h ave  been  40 % . In o th er  p rov in ces , also, the n eed ed  ad d ition  w o u ld  h a v e  been  
20— 30 °/o h ig h er  than  it w as. In  m a n y  p ro v in ce s  th e  in crease  sh ou ld  thus h ave  
been  th ree  or  fo u r  tim es la rg er  than  it was.

E m igra tion  and in terna l m igra tion  b y  age grou ps

B y  ex a m in in g  age g rou p s n a tion w id e  w e  can  de term in e  w h ich  age g rou p s 
h ave h ad  to  su ffe r  m ost fr o m  em igra tion . W h en  th is ex am in a tion  is ex ten d ed  
in to  a reg ion a l com p a rison  w e  w ill  b e  ab le  to  see  w h e re  those w h o  h ave 
rem ain ed  in  F in la n d  are  n o w  loca ted  reg ion a lly . T a b le  2 ex am in es sev era l age 
g rou p s  b o rn  in  d iffe re n t y ears  b y  ca lcu la tin g  th e  p ercen ta ge  o f  th e  age  g rou p  
w h ich  is still a liv e  and resid in g  in F in land . T h e m eth od  u sed  corresp on d s to  
the term  used  in m orta lity  ca lcu la tion s  stating  »th e  n u m ber a live  p e r  100 000 
b irth s». T h e  size o f  th e  age  g rou p  depen ds on  m o rta lity  as w e ll  as em igration , 
bu t the e ffe c t  o f  m orta lity  is a re la tiv e ly  con stan t 3— 4 p ercen t o f  each  age 
g rou p , so  that it w ill b e  d isregard ed . T h e p ro b a b ility  o f  death  d oes n ot beg in  
to  rise  until a rou n d  the age o f  50.

T a b l e  2. T h e p ercen ta g e  »rem a in in g »  o f  age g ro u p s  at v a r iou s  age levels.

A ge 1935 1940 1945 1946 1947
Y e a r

1948
of b irth  

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955

0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
15 91.4 90.7 94.6 93.8 92.8 92.9 92.9 94.6 94.4 95.3 94.3 94.8 93.4
20 89.2 88.0 91.4 90.5 89.6 89.8 88.5 87.9 89.9 91.7 91.8 93.0 92.0
23 87.0 86.3 87.9 85.5 83.7 84.8 86.8 88.9 90.0 91.0 — — —

25 85.2 82.9 83.8 84.7 85.0 85.8 87.4 88.7
28 83.0 81.0 85.3 86.0 85.5
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A lre a d y  b e fo r e  the age o f  15 the age g rou p s born  in  1935 and 1940 h ave  d e 
creased  m o re  than  the others, w h ich  has p ro b a b ly  b een  cau sed  b y  g rea ter  in fan t 
m orta lity . A n  ad d ition a l cause to  som e e x te n t co u ld  b e  the m igra tion  o f  som e 
m em bers o f  these age g rou ps to  the o th er N ord ic  cou n tries  as so -ca lle d  »w a r 
ch ild re n »  (i.e. F in n ish  ch ild ren  sent to  the o th er  N ord ic  cou n tries  fo r  sa fek eep 
ing  fo r  th e  d u ra tion  o f  the w a r  in F in land). T h e age g rou p s b o rn  a fter  th e  w ar 
h ave  su ffe re d  the la rgest losses fr o m  em igra tion . T h e m in im u m  p o in t o f  the 
em igra tion  ph ase o f  these age g rou p s is s itu ated  arou n d  th e  ages 23— 25 an d  at 
th is tim e these age g rou p s h a v e  lost 15— 16 p ercen t o f  th eir  o r ig in a l n u m ber. 
M orta lity  m akes up 3— 4 p ercen t o f  th is loss. A s  th e  age g rou p s g ro w  o ld e r  
re tu rn  m igra tion  in creases th e ir  size s ligh tly , bu t ev en  at its h igh est g ro w th  has 
been  o n ly  2— 3 percen t. A fte r  th e  age o f  th ir ty  the size o f  th e  age  g rou p  
beg in s to  fa ll again  becau se  o f  in creasin g  m orta lity .

A lth o u g h  th e  m igra tion  o f  the age g rou p s  b o rn  in  the 1950s is still g o in g  on, 
it a lrea d y  appears that th eir em igra tion  losses w ill b e  d e fin ite ly  sm a ller  than 
th ose  o f  the la rgest age grou ps. W h en  m easu red  in  absolu te  fig u res  the d if fe r 
en ces in  em igra tion  losses in  th ese  age g rou p s  are  even  grea ter, fo r  the size o f  
th e  age g rou p s  h as a lrea d y  d ro p p e d  fro m  th e  y e a r  1947 to  the y ea r  1955 b y  
a lm ost 20 000 persons. I f  th e  em igra tion  losses in  the age g rou p s b o rn  in  the 
e a r ly  1950s rem ain  at 6— 7 p ercen t, th is m eans abou t 5 000— 6 000 y ou n g  peop le , 
w h ile  in  th e  la rgest age g rou p s losses o f  13— 14 p ercen t equ a l a lm ost 15 000 
y o u n g  peop le . T h e p ercen ta ge  o f  p eo p le  em igra tin g  to  an oth er co u n try  seem s 
to  flu ctu a te  to  som e d eg ree  in  a cco rd a n ce  to  the size o f  th e  age g ro u p : the 
la rg er  th e  age  g rou p , the h igh er  th e  n u m b er  o f  p e o p le  lea v in g  the cou n try .

F ig u re  1 exam in es b y  p ro v in ce  th ose b o rn  in  1947, w h o  can  be  fo llo w e d  up 
to  the age o f  28. E m igra tion  has red u ced  the age g rou p  b y  a lm ost 15 p ercen t. 
S om e o f  th ose  w h o  h a v e  rem ain ed  h ave  m o v e d  sou th  to  the m ost in d u stria lized  
and u rb an ized  region s, m a in ly  to  the p ro v in ce  o f  U usim aa, w h e re  the n u m ber 
o f  in habitan ts b orn  in  1947 has in creased  b y  76 p e rce n t com p a red  to  the or ig in a l 
n u m ber. A n  in crease  o f  13 °/o has also  b een  e x p e r ie n ce d  b y  th e  p ro v in ce  o f  
H äm e. In  the o th er  p ro v in ce s  the age g rou p  has decreased , w ith  the greatest 
decrea se  in eastern  F in land . In the p ro v in ce  o f  N orth ern  K are lia  on e  h a lf o f  
the 1947 age g rou p  has m o v e d  aw ay. In  the o th er  p ro v in ce s  o f  eastern  and 
n orth ern  F in la n d  th e  losses h ave  been  ab ou t on e th ird  o f  the o r ig in a l n um ber. 
T h e  age g rou p  is red u ced  m ost ra p id ly  at and arou n d  th e  age o f  20, at th at stage 
in  life  w h en  y o u n g  p e op le  fin ish  th eir  ed u ca tion  and g o  o f f  to  w ork . E x ce p t fo r  
sou th ern  F in la n d  this has qu ite  o ften  m eant m ov in g  to  an oth er lo ca lity , becau se  
en ou gh  w o rk  has n ot b een  a v a ilab le  in  the y ou n g  p e rso n ’s h om etow n  area.

It is d if f icu lt  to  m ake an ex am in a tion  o f  sev era l age g rou p s b y  p ro 
v in ce , becau se  ex ten s iv e  changes in  the d iv is ion  o f  th e  p ro v in ce s  to o k  p la ce  in 
1960. I f  w e  take th e  age o f  15 as a basis, w e  can  ex a m in e  the age g rou p s by  
p ro v in ce  w ith ou t h av in g  to  ca lcu la te  the n u m b er  o f  b irth s a ccord in g  to  the n ew  
d iv is ion  o f  p rov in ces . W ith  cu rren t in form a tion  w e  can  e x a m in e  h o w  m u ch
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F i g u r e  1. P ercen ta ge  (°/o) o f  the p op u la tion  o f  a reg ion  b e lo n g in g  to  the 
age g rou p  b orn  in  1947, e x a m in ed  b y  p ro v in ce  as o f  D ecem b er  
31, 1975.
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the size o f  th e  age g rou p s  has d ecrea sed  fro m  th e  age o f  15 to  the age o f  25. 
In  con tra st to  th e  p re v io u s  fig u re , th is  ex a m in a tion  w il l  d isreg a rd  m igra tion  
and deaths w h ich  h ave  tak en  p la ce  b e fo r e  th e  age  o f  15. In  m a n y  p ro v in ce s  
th e  age g rou p s h a v e  a lrea d y  b een  re d u ced  b y  o v e r  10 p ercen t b y  th is tim e 
(T ab le  3).

W h ile  th ey  h a v e  g ro w n  10 y ears  o lder , th e  age  g rou p s  in  n orth ern  and 
eastern  F in la n d  h a v e  d ecrea sed  b y  ro u g h ly  on e  th ird , in  som e cases b y  sligh tly  
m ore . O n ly  in  a fe w  p ro v in ce s  in  sou th ern  F in la n d  h ave  the age g rou p s 
in creased  as a resu lt o f  m igra tion  gains. T h e  fa c t  th at the age  g rou p  b o rn  in 
1950 has g ro w n  in fo u r  p rov in ces , and that its losses in  th e  o th er  p ro v in ce s  are 
n ot as h igh  as th ey  are in th e  age  g rou p s  b o rn  in  1945 an d  1947, is accu sed  b y  
the fa c t that a sm aller  p e rcen ta g e  o f  th is g rou p  has em igra ted  fr o m  F in land . 
T h is  ta b le  sh ow s that the age g rou p  b orn  in  1950 has su ffe re d  sm aller  m igra 
tion  losses a ll a rou n d  th an  th e  o ld e r  age g rou p s in clu d e d  in  th is com pa rison .
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A lth o u g h  th e  age  g rou p s h a v e  d ecrea sed  ra d ica lly  in  size in  th e  m ig ra tio n - 
loss reg ion s, th e  to ta l p op u la tion  has n ot d ecrea sed  in  th e  sam e p ro p o r 
tion, becau se  as a resu lt o f  a h igh er  th an  average  b irth ra te  th e  n atu ra l 
in crease  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  con tin u ed  fo r  a ra th er  lo n g  p eriod . N ot u n til the 
1970s w h e n  m ig ra tion  co n tin u a lly  r e d u ce d  th e  m oth er  age g rou ps, d id  the 
n u m b er  o f  b irth s  fa l l  b e lo w  th e  n u m b er  o f  deaths, an d  as a resu lt th e  n atu ral 
in crease  o f  th e  p op u la tion  beca m e  a decrease.

T a b l e  3. C h an ges fr o m  th e  age o f  15 to  the age o f  25 in  th ree age classes 
b y  p rov in ce .

1945

A ge class 

1947 1950

F in la n d , total 88.6 91.6 93.7

U usim aa 149.2 157.2 158.8

T u r k u — P o ri 88.6 93.9 101.4

A h venan m aa 83.6 97.8 113.3

H äm e 98.1 104.4 106.3

K y m i 84.7 87.8 88.7

M ik k e li 63.3 62.8 64.1

N o rth e rn  K a re lia 55.7 56.2 58.4

K u o p io 64.2 65.0 69.1

C e n tra l F in la n d 71.5 72.9 76.6

Vaasa 67.3 70.5 73.8

O u lu 67.7 67.8 71.6

La p la n d 66.2 66.8 66.5

M igration  in  the fu tu re

In  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is ce n tu ry  the age g rou p s  g re w  in  size a lm ost w ith o u t 
e x cep tion , b u t  in  th e  1930s th e  b irth ra te  declin ed . T h e re fo re  th e  n u m b er  o f  
person s reach in g  w o rk in g  age in  th e  1940s an d  the 1950s w as lo w  (T ab le  4). 
T h en  also  th e  to l l tak en  b y  m igra tion  losses o n  th e  to ta l in crease  in  th e  w o r k 
in g -a g e  p op u la tio n  w as sign ifican t. In  th e  1960s the la rg est ch a n ge  o ccu rre d  
in  th e  n u m b er  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  reach in g  w o rk in g  age w ith  th e  n u m ber risin g  
fr o m  700 000 to  920 000. W ith ou t em igra tion  th e  to ta l in crease  in  the w o rk in g -  
age p o p u la tio n  w o u ld  h a v e  risen  to  414 000, h o w e v e r  140 000 o f  these person s 
h ad to  g o  a b roa d  to  earn  th e ir  liv in g . B ecau se  the age stru ctu re  o f  th e  p o p u 
la tion  h as g ro w n  o ld er , th e  n u m ber o f  person s reach in g  retirem en t age  h as risen, 
w ith  an e sp e c ia lly  ra p id  in crease  in  the 1960s. H o w e v e r , n o  n oticea b le  changes 
h ave  taken  p la ce  in  the n u m ber o f  deaths o ccu rr in g  d u rin g  w o rk in g  age.

In  th e  1970s th e  size o f  the age g rou p s reach in g  w o rk in g  age is still la rg er  
than  th e  to ta l o f  p erson s retir in g  and p erson s w h o  d ied  w h ile  o f  w o rk in g  age,
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T a b l e  4. Changes in the working-age population 1940— 1990.
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1926— 30 381
1931— 35 344
1936— 40 362
1941— 45 405 338 116 158 64 36 —  28 —  44
1946— 50 524 313 122 88 103 56 —  47 —  46
1951— 55 458 327 128 68 131 97 —  34 —  26
1956— 60 422 374 138 67 169 127 —  42 —  25
1961— 65 404 489 170 71 248 193 —  55 —  22
1966— 70 361 432 194 72 166 81 —  85 —  51
1971— 75 306 398 224 69 105 125 +  20 +  19
1976— 80 1 382 219 73 90
1981— 85 342 200 76 66
1986— 90 301 226 80 — 5

resu ltin g  in an in crease  in  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion . T h is  in crease  is, h o w 
ever, o n ly  on e  h a lf  o f  the in crease  w h ich  to o k  p la ce  in  the 1960s. A lre a d y  in 
the m id -1980s as a resu lt o f  the re o ccu rra n ce  o f  the m igra tion  losses in  
1975, p o ss ib ly  som ew h a t ea rlie r  —  the situ a tion  m a y  change. A t  th is tim e the 
age g rou p s  b orn  in  th e  e a r ly  1970s w ill  co m e  o f  w o rk in g  age, and th eir  n u m ber 
w ill b e  less than th ose  lea v in g  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion . T h e  rap id  g ro w th  
phase o f  the w o rk in g -a g e  p op u la tion  w ill b e co m e  a p e r io d  o f  d ecrea se  a fte r  this.

T h e y e a r ly  am ou n t o f  in tern a l m igra tion  g re w  w ith  a fe w  e x ce p tio n s  fr o m  
the 1950s a ll th e  w a y  to  th e  e a r ly  1970s. A lth o u g h  th e  tota l n u m ber o f  
m igran ts g rew , at the sam e tim e the com p on en ts  o f  m igra tion  —  ou tm igra tion  
and in m igra tion  —  beg an  in crea s in g ly  to  ca n ce l each  oth er  out. T h e  net e ffe c t  
o f  m igra tion  decreased , that is the to ta l loss fe lt  b y  com m u n ities  w ith  m igra tion  
loss d ecrea sed  and, o f  course, at the sam e tim e the tota l ga in  e x p e r ie n ce d  in 
com m u n ities  w ith  m igra tion  ga in  decreased . T h e m igra tion  gain s c ities  h ave 
e x p e rie n ce d  h ave  also  decreased . T h e  d ec lin e  in  the net e ffe c t  o f  m igra tion  
q u ick e n e d  in  the b eg in n in g  o f  the 1970s, w h en  th e  p op u la tion  loss o f  m igra tion  
loss com m u n ities  d ro p p e d  fro m  50 000 p erson s in 1970 to  20 000 p erson s in 1976 
and the m igra tion  ga in  in  th e  c ities  d ecrea sed  fro m  20 000— 30 000 person s to 
a lm ost none. M ost o f  the la rgest c ities  began  to  fe e l p op u la tion  loss.

1 Figures are based on a forecast: Population projection b y  com m unes 1975— 2010 
(K u n n itta in e n  väestöennuste 1975— 2010 T K  V Ä  1975: 13).
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O ne reason  fo r  the d ec lin e  in p op u la tion  loss is th e  fa c t  that the age g rou p s 
cu rren tly  o f  m igra tion  age are d e fin ite ly  sm aller  than  the la rg e  age g rou p s  w h o  
m igra ted  in  th e  1960s. T h e d im in ish ed  age g rou p s  assert less pressu re  on  the 
sch ools  and jo b  m ark ets o f  th eir  n ative  d istricts, so that m igra tion  is n ot n eed ed  
to  the sam e e x te n t as it w as in  the 1960s. F ig u re  2 exam in es the age p yra m id s 
o f  1975 in  th e  u rban  co m m u n ity  o f  V antaa , w h ich  ex p e rie n ce d  grea t p o p u la 
tion  gain s fr o m  in m igration , and in the ru ra l com m u n ities  o f  N orth ern  K arelia , 
w h ich  is a ty p ica l m igra tion  loss reg ion .

F i g u r e  2. T h e  age p y ra m id s o f  the ru ra l com m u n ities  o f  the p ro v in ce  o f  
N orth ern  K a re lia  and o f  the u rb an  com m u n ity  o f  V antaa.
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In V antaa  the la rgest age g rou p s are o f  m igra tion  age, that is 20— 29 years 
o ld . T h ese  la rge  age g rou p s h ave  also g u aran teed  abun dant ch ild  age g rou p s 
co m p a red  to  th e  average, so that later, also, the n u m b er  reach in g  w o rk in g  age 
in V antaa  w ill rem ain  at the cu rren t le v e l o r  m a y  even  rise.

In  th e  ru ra l com m u n ities  o f  the p ro v in ce  o f  N orth ern  K a re lia  th e  losses b y  
m igra tion  h a v e  b een  re la tiv e ly  the largest, w h ich  can  b e  seen  as a d e fin ite  n ar
ro w in g  in  th e  age  p y ra m id  fro m  th e  20 -y ea r-o ld s  all th e  w a y  to  th e  4 0 -y e a r - 
olds. F or  ex am p le , the 25— 2 9 -y e a r-o ld  age g rou p  w as o r ig in a lly  a lm ost d ou b le  

6
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in  size, an d  ev e n  g rea ter  am on g  w om en . In  th e  ru ra l com m u n ities  o f  th e  p ro 
v in ce  th e  10— 1 9 -y e a r-o ld  age g rou p  is cu rren tly  th e  largest. I f  th ese y ou n g  
p e op le  are  n o t g u a ra n teed  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  g e t an edu ca tion  and m ake 
a liv in g  in  th e ir  h om e  p ro v in ce , som e o f  them  m a y  b e  fo r ce d  to  m igrate , but 
the p ercen ta g e  o f  m igran ts w ill  h a rd ly  rise  as h igh  as am on g  th e  la rgest age 
grou p s. T h e age g rou p s  b e lo w  10 y ears o f  age are  a lrea d y  sm aller  than  the 
age  g rou p s  n o w  retir in g  fr o m  the w o rk  fo rce , so  that th ey  w ill  n ot ev en  rep lace  
th ose  lea v in g  th e  la b o r  fo r ce . I f  in  th e  fu tu re  th e  e co n o m y  n eeds a la b o r  fo r ce  
at least eq u a l in  size to  th e  cu rren t one, th ese  age  g rou p s  sh ou ld  eas ily  fin d  
th em selves jo b s  in  th e ir  h om e  p ro v in ce . In N orth ern  K a re lia  th e  ch ild  age 
g rou p s are  sm all, ev en  th ou gh  fe r t ility  is h igh er  th an  average . T h e  ch ild  age 
g rou p s  h a v e  decrea sed  becau se  w o m e n  h a v e  m igra ted  fro m  th e  p ro v in ce  b e fo re  
bea rin g  ch ild ren  o r  i f  th ey  d id  g iv e  b irth  to  ch ild ren  b e fo r e  th ey  m igrated , these 
ch ild ren  le ft  w ith  th e ir  m others. B e fo re  th ey  h a v e  reach ed  th e ir  best ch ild 
bea rin g  y ears  th e  m oth er  age g rou p s  h a v e  b een  re d u ced  b y  o v e r  h a lf, w h ich  
decreases the n u m b er  o f  ch ild ren , ev en  i f  th e  m oth ers  rem ain in g  b eh in d  d id  
g iv e  b irth  to  m o re  ch ild re n  th an  th e  average .

T h u s th ere  are sev era l reason s fo r  the d ecrea se  in  losses th rou g h  m igration . 
F irst, in  th e  trad ition a l areas o f  d ep a rtu re  o f  m igration , the p op u la tion  is n o  
lo n g e r  su scep tib le  to  m igra tion  as it w as in  th e  1960s. S oon  w e  w ill  be  ab le  
to  speak  o f  a la ck  o f  la b o r  fo r c e  in  these areas in stead  o f  la b or  fo r c e  reserves, 
beg in n in g  at the la test w h en  th e  ch ild ren  o f  th e  la rg e  age g rou p s  reach  the age 
o f  m igra tion . T h e  size o f  the age g rou p s  has d ro p p e d  fro m  108 000 ch ild ren  in 
1947 to  57 000 ch ild ren  in  1973. S e co n d ly , th e  p rocess o f  tran sition  in 
th e  in d u stria l stru ctu re  has s lo w e d  d o w n  con s id era b ly . T h e  la b o r  fo r c e  be in g  
re lin q u ish ed  fro m  a g r icu ltu re  is n o  lo n g e r  assertin g  th e  sam e k in d  o f  pressure  
on  th e  p rocessin g  and se rv ice  in du stries as it d id  in th e  1960s. T h ird ly , m en tion  
can  b e  m ade o f  th e  in creasin g  op p ortu n ities  fo r  s ch oo lin g  a v a ila b le  to  you th . 
S tu d en t ad m ission s h a v e  also  b een  ra ised  in  the reg ion s  w ith  m igra tion  loss and 
w h en  at th e  sam e tim e  the age g rou p s h a v e  d ecrea sed  con s id era b ly , th is resu lts 
in  fu rth e r  tra in in g  m a d e  a v a ila b le  fo r  an e v e r  in creasin g  sh are o f  each  
age g rou p . F u rth er  sch oo lin g  postp on es en tran ce  in  the jo b  m a rk et to  a la ter 
date, so  th at pressu re  d ec lin es  fo r  th is reason  also. A  m o re  equ a l d is tr ibu tion  
in  itse lf o f  stud ent adm ission s a lrea d y  ch eck s  m igra tion , becau se  it has been  
fo u n d  that students o fte n  fin d  e m p lo y m e n t in  th e  lo ca lity  w h e re  th ey  
h ave  stud ied . In ad d ition  the g o v e rn m e n t has in crea s in g ly  begu n  to  fo cu s  atten 
tion  on  th e  equ a liza tion  o f  d iffe re n ce s  in  re g io n a l dev e lop m en t, w h ich  w ill 
p ro b a b ly  d ecrea se  th e  pressu re  to  m igra te  esp e cia lly  in  th e  1980s.


