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In trod u ction

T h e  w a y  so c ie ty  va lu es ch ild ren  is re fle cte d  in  an in d iv id u a l’s d es ire  fo r  a 
ch ild . In  m od ern  so c ie ty  a ch ild  is ex p e rie n ce d  as an e con om ic  bu rd en . A rra n g 
ing  d a y  care  fo r  a ch ild  is also con s id ered  p rob lem a tic , becau se  m ost w o m e n  are 
em p loyed . T h e v a lu e  g iv e n  a ch ild  has also been  stud ied  b y  com p a rin g  it w ith  
o th er  com m od ities . F ro m  that v ie w p o in t  ch ild ren  are  com p etin g  in  th e  m ark et 
lik e  o th e r  com m od ities  (B eck er  1960). H ow ever , research ers h a v e  em p hasized  
that ch ild ren  h a v e  certa in  featu res w h ich  can n ot be  rep la ced  b y  o th er  co m m o d 
ities. E m otion s tow a rd s ch ild ren  en rich  fa m ily  life  and stren gth en  fa m ily  ties 
(B lake 1968, N a m b o o d ir i 1972). It is n ot in sign ifican t that a ch ild  represents 
rep rod u ction . T h e m otiv es  w h ich  in crease  the n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  are p a rtly  
c o n n ected  w ith  en su rin g  rep rod u ction . C on sequ en tly , in  soc ie ties  w ith  h igh  
in fa n t m orta lity , sev era l ch ild ren  are n eeded  to  en su re rep rod u ction . H opes fo r  
a ch ild  o f  a certa in  se x  also m ak e p eop le  desire  m o re  ch ildren .

A t p resen t lim ita tion  o f  b irth s and p re fe re n ce  fo r  a sm all fa m ily  are p re v a il
ing  ten d en cies in  F in la n d  (S ievers e t al. 1974, R itam ies —  V isu ri 1975 and R ii
h inen  e t ai. 1980). A  tren d  tow ard s h av in g  sm aller  and sm aller  fa m ilie s  b eg a n  
in the ea r ly  1900s and con tin u ed  to  the S econ d  W o r ld  W ar. A fte r  th e  w a r  fe r 
tility  rose te m p ora rily . A t  that tim e p u b lic  op in ion  w as also  fa v o ra b le  tow ard s 
an in crease  in  fe r t ility  (S w eetser  and P iep p on en  1967). R a p id  soc ie ta l changes 
and in tense m igra tion  dem an d  sm all fam ilies. It is easier fo r  a sm all fa m ily  to 
m o v e  arou n d  and to  adapt to  rap id  changes than a la rge  fa m ily . T o  som e d eg ree  
this is becau se  sm all fam ilies  are m ore  o th e r -d ire c te d  than la rge  fam ilies . A  
la rge  fa m ily  m ay  h a v e  v e ry  strict in terna l norm s and values, w h ich  are  d iff icu lt  
to  in flu en ce . M ore o v e r , a sm all fa m ily  is advan tageou s fo r  so c ie ty  becau se  it is 
n ot as e x p e n s iv e  as a la rge  fam ily . A  sm all fa m ily  is advantageous, from
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a h ealth  p ersp ectiv e  also. O ne ex am p le  is the m oth er ’s h ealth , esp ecia lly , w h ich  
m a y  b e  stra in ed  b y  n u m erou s c lose ly -sp a ced  pregn an cies (W H O  1975, E isen et al. 
1979, B u tler  1963, R a n tak a llio  1969). A  sm all fa m ily  is also p re fe ra b le  as regards 
a c h ild ’s in te llectu a l d ev e lop m en t (B elm on t et al. 1976).

T h e  p rev en tion  o f  u n desired  pregn an cies d epen ds on  h o w  su ccessfu l b irth  
c o n tro l is. T h e con trib u tin g  fa ctors  are in form ation , attitudes and the use o f  
con tra cep tives . It is p a rticu la rly  im portan t that re lia b le  con tra cep tives  are 
eas ily  ava ilab le . O p in ion s abou t ideal fa m ily  size corresp on d  at least p a rt ly  to 
w h a t is a rea listic  n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  to  str iv e  fo r . F or  exam ple , am on g  re li
g iou s person s w h ose  n orm s are a ba rr ier  to  con tra cep tion , idea l fa m ily  size is 
la rg er  th an  am on g  oth er  in d iv idu a ls  (Jaccard  —  D av id son  1976).

T h e  m ost u n am bigu ou s resu lts h ave  b een  obta in ed  abou t th e  in flu e n ce  o f  
so c iod em og ra p h ic  fa c to rs  on  u ndesired  pregn an cies. T h e  m ost s ign ifica n t b a ck 
g rou n d  variab les are occu p ation , edu ca tion  and p la ce  o f  residen ce . T h e m ost 
in flu en tia l d em ogra p h ic  v ariab les  are  m arita l status, n u m b er  o f  ch ild ren , b irth  
in terva ls  and age at m arriage  (C a rtw rig h t 1976, R a n tak a llio  1974, R itam ies —  
V isu ri 1975, W e lle r  1978).

B esides th ese soc iod em ogra p h ic  fa ctors  th ere  are soc ia l va lu es and norm s 
a ffe c tin g  the u n d es irab ility  o f  ch ildren . In  u rb an ized  societies a sm all fa m ily  is 
the cu rren t n orm  regard less o f  soc ia l system  o r  cu ltu ra l back grou n d . P eop le  
des irin g  la rg e  fa m ilies  are in the m in ority . A m o n g  g rou p s lik e  th is are w e ll- t o -  
d o  fam ilies  fo r  w h om  h av in g  ch ild ren  is n e ith er an e con om ic  n or  a day  care 
p rob lem . A n  im portan t g rou p  is com p rised  b y  som e re lig iou s  m in orities  w h o  
con s id er  a la rg e  fa m ily  to  b e  a v a lu e  as such.

A b o v e  w e  h ave  tr ied  to  d ep ict th e  fa ctors  in flu en c in g  a c h ild ’s d esirab ility . 
S om e research  resu lts con cern in g  the im pact o f  these fa ctors  are availab le . 
H o w ev er , a h o lis tic  th e o ry  ex p la in in g  h o w  these d iffe re n t v ariab les  are  co n 
n ected  to  each  o th er  and w hat their in flu e n ce  in  soc ie ty  is, has n ot y e t been  
d ev e lop ed . F e rtility  stud ies are ch a ra cterized  b y  dualism .

E xam in ation s con cern in g  fe r t ility  in  the d e v e lo p in g  cou n tries  em p hasize  the 
im p ortan ce  o f  stru ctu ra l fa ctors  in  society . W h en  fe r t ility  in  the in d u stria lized  
cou n tries  is stu d ied  the in d iv id u a l’s d ecision  m ak in g  p rocess and con trib u tin g  
soc ia l p sy ch o lo g ica l fa ctors  are accentuated . T h is is con son an t w ith  fa m ily  
p la n n in g  id e o lo g y , w h ich  em phasizes the im p ortan ce  o f  the in d iv id u a l and the 
fa m ily  in  m ak in g  decision s ab ou t h av in g  ch ildren . P resen t fa m ily  p la n n in g  
id e o lo g y  also  em phasizes that soc ie ty  sh ou ld  b e  m ade m ore  fa v o ra b le  to  fam ilies  
w ith  ch ild ren . T h is p o in t o f  v ie w  has been  little  em p h asized  in  p ra ctica l 
research  w ork .

T h e presen t su rv e y  analyzes the p rob lem s o f  a ch ild  b o rn  fro m  an u n desired  
p regn a n cy  as w e ll as those in h er fa m ily  fro m  tw o  separate aspects. F irst w e  
w ill e lu cid a te  the k in d  o f  p rob lem s th ey  h ave  and w h a t can  be  d on e ab ou t them . 
T h is is p r im a rily  a fa m ily  p o licy  v iew p o in t . T h e other, d em og ra p h ic  v ie w p o in t , 
dea ls w ith  the op tim u m  p reven tion  o f  pregn an cies.
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1. T o  w h a t ex ten t is th e  e x p e rie n c in g  o f  a p regn a n cy  as u n desired  a m an ifesta 
tion  o f  soc ia l and e co n o m ic  p ro b le m s and w h a t im p act d o  th ese  p rob lem s 
h a v e  on  a c h ild ’s d ev e lop m en t.

2. W h a t is  an u n d esired  ch ild ’s p h ys ica l, m en ta l an d  soc ia l d e v e lo p m e n t lik e  
com p a red  w ith  a co n tro l ch ild .

S u b jects  and m ethods

T h e su b jects  com p rise  12,068 p regn an t w om a n  fro m  the p rov in ces  o f  O ulu  
and L a p la n d  in  N orth ern  F in land . T h e su rv e y  w as started  d u rin g  th e  6th or  
7th m on th  o f  p regn an cy , co v e r in g  96 #/o o f  a ll the b irth s in  th e  a b o v e  m en tion ed  
p ro v in ce s  in  1966 an d  en d ed  in  1974 w h en  to  ch ild re n  com p le ted  th eir  first 
sch oo lyea r . T h e  data w as ga th ered  b y  188 lo ca l p u b lic  h ealth  n urses at 157 
m a tern ity  centers. T h e y  asked  th e  m oth ers to  f i l l  ou t a qu estion n a ire  ab ou t the 
m o th e r ’s and th e  fa m ily ’s b io lo g ica l and soc ia l featu res. T h e cu rren t d es ira b ility  
o f  th e ir  p re g n a n cy  w as ch e ck e d  w ith  th e  qu estion : D o  y o u  th in k  th is p re g n a n cy  
a) has o c cu rre d  at a con v en ien t tim e, o r  b ) w o u ld  h a v e  b een  m ore  d esirab le  
later, and the th ird  c) is to ta lly  undesired . T w e lv e  p ercen t o f  th e  m others fe lt  
th eir  p re g n a n cy  w as u n desired  and 63 °/o stated  that the tim e p regn a n cy  began  
w as co n v e n ie n t (R a n tak a llio  1969, 1974).

T h e  g ro u p  su rv e y e d  has b een  chosen  am on g  th e  m oth ers in  th e  g rou p  w h o  
resp on d ed  th at th eir  p re g n a n cy  w as n ot desired . T h e co n tro l g rou p  consists 
o f  m oth ers  in  th e  g ro u p  w ith  a d es ired  p regn a n cy . T h is stu d y  uses the sam e 
in d ica tor  u sed  in  fe r t ility  stud ies m a n ifestin g  h o w  on e  has su cceed ed  in  fe rtility  
c o n tro l. T h e  in d ica tor  is d iv id e d  in to  th ree  parts : the p re g n a n cy  takes p la ce  
at a d esired  tim e, the p regn a n cy  occu rs  at an in con v en ien t tim e, i.e. tim in g  error  
and th e  p re g n a n cy  sh ou ld  n ot h a v e  o ccu rre d  at a ll, i.e. lim itin g  error.

T h e fo llo w -u p  stu d y  ab ou t the u n desired  ch ild ren  to o k  p la ce  a fter  th e ir  first 
sch oo l year. A m o n g  th e  u n d esired  ch ild ren  300 cases, i.e. ab ou t o n e -f ifth  o f  all 
the undesired , w e re  se lected  as the research  g rou p  b y  system atic  sam pling . T he 
sa m p lin g  w as ba sed  on  the n u m b erin g  in th e  or ig in a l qu estion n a ire . T h us the 
sa m p le  co v e re d  b oth  p rov in ces  and ch ild ren  b orn  at d iffe re n t tim es o f  the year. 
In  a d d ition  tw o  restr iction s  w e re  set up. T h e  fir s t  w as that th e  ch ild ren  be  
b o rn  in  1966. S om e o f  the ch ild ren  su rvey ed  w e re  b orn  at the en d  o f  1965 and 
som e in  the beg in n in g  o f  1967. S econ d ly , the ch ild ren  sh ou ld  b e  a liv e  at th e  
age o f  f iv e  (the last av a ila b le  data). E v ery  ch ild  ex a m in ed  g o t a c o n tro l ch ild  
am on g  th ose  w h o  w e re  b o rn  fro m  des ired  p regn an cies  in  1966. T h e ch ild  and 
the co n tro l w e re  to  be  as h om ogen ou s as p ossib le  in term s o f  the fo llo w in g  
v a r ia b les : m oth er ’s m arita l status, n u m b er  o f  p rev iou s  b irths, p la ce  o f  residen ce  
and soc ia l g rou p . T h e  socia l g ro u p  consists o f  fo u r  d iffe re n t ca teg ories  a cco rd 

This study concentrates on answering two questions:
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in g  to  th e  fa th e r ’s o ccu p a tion  w ith  a separate  f ifth  ca te g o ry  fo r  farm ers. I f  a 
c o m p le te ly  h om og en ou s m a tch ed  pa ir  w as n o t ava ilab le , the fo llo w in g  m easures 
w ere  taken :

fa th e r ’s o c cu p a t io n :  a co n tro l ch ild  w as se lected  so that b oth  b e lo n g e d  to  the 
first o r  secon d  soc ia l class o r  b oth  w e re  farm ers, 
p la ce  o f  re s id en ce :  b oth  sh ou ld  liv e  in  an u rban  area o r  a ru ra l area, 
n u m b e r  o f  b ir th s :  th e  n u m ber o f  b irths c losest to  the or ig in a l w as chosen, 
m a r it a l s ta tu s :  c la ssifica tion  in to  m a rried  o r  n ot m a rried  w as used.

A lth ou g h  th e  m a tch ed  pairs fo r  the u n d es ired  ch ild ren  w e re  p ick ed  out 
am ong  the p op u la tion  o f  7,410 desired  ch ild ren , se lectin g  the pairs d id  n ot abso
lu te ly  su cceed  in  term s o f  a ll th e  criteria  v a r ia b les  at the sam e tim e. In  rega rd  
to  the f iv e  cr ite r ia  w h ich  w e re  taken  in to  a ccou n t w h en  ch oos in g  the con tro ls  
fo r  the d esired  ch ildren , fin d in g  con tro ls  su cceed ed  co m p le te ly  fo r  tw o  criteria . 
A l l  the  c h ild r e n  w ere  b o rn  in 1966. T he o th er  cr iteria  w ith  no d iffe re n ce  b e 
tw een  the pairs is the f a m i ly ’s m a r it a l s ta tu s. A s  rega rds the c h ild r e n ’s b ir th  

o rd e r  p a rity  w as grea ter  w ith  the u n d esired  ch ild ren  in  ten  cases and the 
con tro ls  in s ix  cases. R egard in g  the  p la ce  o f  re s id en ce  varia tion  w as n oted  
am on g  42 pairs. In  22 cases the u n desired  ch ild ren  liv e d  in a m ore  u rban ized  
area than the co n tro l ch ild ren  and in 20 cases the situ ation  w as the reverse . T he  

f a th e r ’s o c cu p a t io n  v aried  am on g  46 pairs. T he occu p a tion s  o f  the u ndesired  
ch ild re n ’s guard ian s w e re  on  a h igh er  soc ia l le v e l in  23 cases than th ose  o f  the 
co n tro ls ’ . In  23 cases the reverse  situ ation  p rev a iled  w ith  the u ndesired  ch ild 
ren ’s guard ian s h av in g  occu p ation s  fro m  a lo w e r  soc ia l lev e l than  th ose  o f  the 
co n tro ls ’ .

In  m ost cases the ch ild ren  began  th e ir  sch o o l ed u ca tion  in  fa ll 1973 and 
com p le ted  th e ir  first sch o o l y ea r  in  sp rin g  1974. B ecau se  o f  th e  su m m er v a ca 
tion  the in q u iry  w as sent as late as fa ll 1974. B oth  the fa m ily  and th e  ch ild ’s 
teach er re ce iv e d  th eir  ow n  in qu iry . T h e fa m ily ’s address w as ob ta in ed  from  
the p op u la tion  reg ister  center. P r im a rily , la ck in g  data w as ch e ck e d  at th e  lo ca l 
pop u la tion  register. T h e addresses fo r  those w h o  had em igra ted  to  S w ed en  
w e re  ob ta in ed  fro m  the F inn ish  em bassy  in  S tock h olm . A n o th e r  h om e in qu iry  
w as sent to those w h o  had n ot resp on ded  w ith in  a m onth . T he h om e in qu iry  
w as an sw ered  b y  285 fam ilies  o f  u n desired  ch ild ren  and 284 fam ilies  o f  con tro l 
ch ild ren . T h e  respon se p ercen ta ge  fo r  the h om e in q u iry  w as 95. T h e tea ch er  in 
q u iry  w as an sw ered  b y  271 u n d esired  ch ild re n ’s tea ch ers  (90 %>) and 274 teachers 
o f  co n tro l ch ild re n  (92 % ). N in ety -on e  p ercen t o f  th ose  w h o  h ad  em igra ted  to 
S w ed en  a n sw ered  th e  fa m ily  in q u iry  and the p ro p o rtio n  rega rd in g  the teach er 
in q u iry  w as 78 °/o.

S ig n ifica n ce  w as tested  w ith  th e  / 2-test. In  p a ired  com p a rison s th e  sign i
fica n ce  is fo u n d  w ith  the S ign -test fo r  ord in a l variab les and w ith  the t-test o f  
dep en d en t sam ples fo r  con tin u ou s v ariab les (S iegel 1956).
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F in d in gs

F a m ily

A  j a m i ly ’s so c ia l c la ss  has b een  sp e cifie d  a ccord in g  to  the fa th e r ’s o ccu p ation  
d u rin g  the m o th e r ’s p re g n a n cy  and a ccord in g  to  th e  g u a rd ia n ’s occu p a tion  w h en  
the ch ild  w as e igh t years old . In estim atin g  the fa m ily ’s socia l lev e l it w as 
fo u n d  that soc ia l d e c lin e  w as v is ib le  in  22 °/o o f  the fa m ilie s  w ith  u n desired  
ch ild ren , o c cu rr in g  m ostly  (63 °/o) fr o m  th e  III socia l class to  the IV  soc ia l class. 
C orresp on d in g ly , soc ia l d ec lin e  w as seen  in  13 °/o o f  th e  co n tro l fam ilies , w ith  
70 %> o f  th is fr o m  the III to the IV  socia l class. W h en  ch an ges in  soc ia l status 
w e re  exam in ed , the fa rm ers  as w e ll as th e  g rou p  »n o  in form a tion »  w e re  e lim in 
ated  (R a n tak a llio  —  M yh rm an  1981).

A m o n g  th e  ch ild re n  su rv e y e d  s ix  fa m ilie s  in  th e  IV  soc ia l class began  to  
fa rm ; am on g  the co n tro ls  th e  n u m b er  w as 18. S om e o f  th ese  fa rm ers  had an 
u n k n o w n  occu p a tion  b e fo r e  th e  ch ild  w as b orn : su ch  w as the case in  tw o  o f  the 
fa m ilie s  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  and th ree  o f  the co n tro l fam ilies . T h ir ty -tw o  
fa m ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  h ad  ch a n ged  fro m  fa rm in g  to  o th er  o ccu p a 
tions, m ost o f  th em  (24 fam ilies ) to  the IV  soc ia l class. C orresp on d in g ly , 22 con t
ro l fa m ilie s  had le ft  fa rm in g  and en tered  oth er  occu pation s, 16 o f  them  o ccu p a 
tions in  th e  IV  socia l class.

In in te rn a l m ig ra t io n  n o  la rg e  varia tion s w e re  o b se rv e d  b e tw e e n  the fam ilies  
ex a m in ed  an d  the con tro ls . T h e  n u m ber o f  m igran ts m o v in g  w ith in  and be 
tw een  the m u n icip a lities  w as a lm ost the sam e in b o th  grou ps. A m o n g  fam ilies  
w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  10 °/o em igra ted  to  S w ed en , the p ro p o rt io n  o f  th e  co n 
trols b e in g  4 °/o. A m o n g  all the em igran ts to  S w ed en  the p ercen ta ge  o f  fam ilies  
w ith  u n d es ired  ch ild re n  w a s 71 (M yh rm an  1977).

D u rin g  th e  ex am in a tion  p e r io d  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  in  the fa m ilie s  ex a m in 
ed  and the co n tro l fa m ilie s  has ch anged  r a p id ly  in d ica tin g  th e  g en era l change 
in  the stan dard  o f  liv in g  o ccu rr in g  du rin g  th ose  years. T h e u n desired  ch ild re n ’s 
stan dard  o f  liv in g  w as d is tin c tiv e ly  lo w e r  in  1966 than  that o f  th e  controls , 
m easu red  w ith  b oth  con su m er  g ood s  and liv in g  com forts . B y  1974 the fam ilies  
w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  had b een  ab le  to  b rea ch  the gap  to  a lm ost th e  sam e 
stan dard  o f  l iv in g  as th e  con tro ls .

A s  rega rd s l i v in g  space  th e  fa m ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  w e re  not, h o w 
ever, ab le  to  reach  th e  le v e l th e  co n tro l fa m ilies  h eld . O n th e  con tra ry , the 
gap  has g ro w n  in  sp ite  o f  the g rea ter  n u m b er  o f  b irth s  in  the co n tro l fam ilies  
than  in  the fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren . F o rty  p ercen t o f  the fam ilies  w ith  
u n desired  ch ild ren  liv e d  in  c ro w d e d  h ou sin g  w h ile  th e  p ro p o rt io n  w as 28 °/o 
in  the co n tro l fam ilies . T h e d iffe r e n c e  is sta tistica lly  s ign ifican t.

T h e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  in c o m p le te  fa m il ie s  am ong  th e  fam ilies  su rv e y e d  du ring  
p re g n a n cy  w as 17 °/o and 18 #/o in  th e  co n tro l fam ilies . M ost o f  th e  u n m arried  
m oth ers w e re  m a rr ied  w h en  the ch ild  w as e igh t y ears old . T h e  p ro p o rtio n  w as
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66 °/o am ong  the u n d esired  ch ild re n ’s m oth ers and 83 %  am on g  th e  co n tro ls ’ 
m others. S om e o f  the m oth ers w h o  w e re  n ot m a rried  d u rin g  th eir  p regn a n cy  
w e re  n o w  w id o w e d  o r  d iv orced . D u rin g  th e  exam in a tion  p e r io d  the n u m ber 
o f  th e  d iv o rce d  and w id o w e d  becam e th re e fo ld  in the fam ilies  w ith  u ndesired  
ch ild ren  and d ou b led  in  the con tro l fam ilies . T h e p rop ortion  o f  on e -p a ren t 
fa m ilies  had d ro p p e d  to  14 °/o in  the fa m ilies  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  and 10 °/o 
in  th e  co n tro l fam ilies.

T h e aim  w as to  stan dard ize the fam ilies  also in relation  to the n u m b e r  o f 

th e  c h ild re n .  A cco rd in g  to  the data fro m  the m atern ity  cen ters fo r  1966 the 
m ean  p a rity  w as 4.95 in the fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  and 4.86 in  the 
con tro l fam ilies . T h is m eans that 1,356 b irth s h ad  occu rre d  in th e  fa m ilie s  w ith  
u n desired  ch ild ren  and 1,326 ch ild ren  had b een  b orn  in the co n tro l fam ilies . 
T h e d iffe re n ce  is 30 ch ild ren . C om p arin g  these fig u res  w ith  th e  data  fr o m  1974 
revea ls  that the d iffe re n ce  am on g  ch ild ren  b orn  b e fo r e  1967 b e tw een  th e  con tro l 
fa m ilie s  and the fa m ilies  w ith  the u n d esired  ch ild ren  has g ro w n  to  98 ch ildren . 
It is v e r y  d iff icu lt  to  fin d  the reason  fo r  th is in crease  in  the d iffe re n ce . T o  som e 
ex ten t it  arises fr o m  th e  fa c t  that som e ch ild ren  n o w  b e lo n g  to  fa m ilies  oth er 
than the ones th ey  w ere  o r ig in a lly  fr o m  e ith er  as ad opted  ch ild ren  or  becau se  
o f  d iv orce . T h e  p r in cip a l reason  fo r  the d iffe re n tia l is th e  fa c t  that stillb irth s 
o r  in fan t m orta lity  h ave  n ot b een  taken  in to  accou n t in  the m oth ers ’ responses. 
T h e v a ria tion s  in  the ex am in ed  ch ild re n ’s b irth  o rd e r  and th at o f  th e  con tro ls  
are m in im al, h ow ev er.

B etw een  1967 and 1974 111 c h ild r e n  w e re  b o rn  in  the fam ilies  w ith  u ndesired  
ch ild ren  and 178 in the co n tro l fam ilies . T h e d iffe re n ce  is sta tistica lly  s ig n ifi
cant. T h e in flu e n ce  o f  the A b o rt io n  A c t  o f  1970 on  the b irths o f  ch ild re n  in 
the fa m ilies  ex am in ed  and in  the co n tro l fam ilies  w as sim ilar. In  1971— 1974 
31 ch ild ren  w e re  b orn  in  the fam ilies  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren , in  th e  fam ilies  
w ith  co n tro l ch ild ren  the fig u re  w as 51. T h e p rop ortion  o f  b irths o ccu rr in g  in 
the fa m ilie s  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  in the y ears  fo llo w in g  the A b o rt io n  A ct 
w as 28 °/o and in  1967— 1970 the corresp on d in g  p ro p o rt io n  w as 72 °/o. In  the 
co n tro l fa m ilies  29 °/o o f  th eir  ch ild ren  w e re  b orn  a fter  the A b o rt io n  A c t  cam e 

in to  fo rce .
T h e  n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  in  a fa m ily  can  also d ecrea se  i f  a ch ild  d ies o r  if  

ch ild ren  m o v e  aw a y  fro m  hom e. O ne o r  m ore  ch ild ren  h ad  d ied  in  24 o f  the 
fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren , the corresp on d in g  fig u re  b e in g  36 in th e  co n 
tro l fam ilies . T h e s ign ifican ce  is statistica lly  su ggestive . T h e dead  sib lings 
n u m bered  30 a ltogeth er  in  the fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  and 46 in  the 
co n tro l fam ilies .

In  111 fa m ilies  w ith  u ndesired  ch ild ren  sib lings had m oved  a w a y  fro m  hom e 
and 95 in  co n tro l fam ilies . A t  the m om en t o f  in q u iry  the y ou n gest s ib lin g  w h o  
had m ov ed  a w a y  fro m  h om e w as u n d er  18 years in 35 fam ilies  w ith  u ndesired  
ch ild ren  and in  33 co n tro l fam ilies . In 33 fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  and 
25 co n tro l fa m ilies  th e  y ou n gest s ib lin g  w h o  had m ov ed  aw a y  fro m  h om e  w as 
aged  18— 20 years. T h e corresp on d in g  fig u res  rega rd in g  ch ild ren  w h o  had
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m o v e d  a w a y  fr o m  h o m e  at o v e r  20 years o f  age w as 43 am on g  the u n d esired  
and 37 am on g  the con tro ls . T h e n u m b er  o f  ch ild ren  w h o  h ad  m o v e d  a w a y  fro m  
h om e  w as the sam e b o th  in  th e  fam ilies  w ith  th e  u n d esired  ch ild ren  and in  the 
con tro ls . T h ere  w as also  n o  d iffe re n ce  in the age o f  the you n gest s ib lin g  to 
m o v e  aw ay.

T h is stu d y  an alyzes se x  d is t r ib u t io n  in  th e  fa m ilies  w ith  tw o  o r  m ore  ch il
dren . B e fo re  the u n desired  ch ild  w as born  19 fam ilies  had o n ly  b o y s  o r  g irls, 
the corresp on d in g  n u m ber in  the co n tro l fa m ilie s  w as 44. S ta tistica lly  th e  d if 
fe re n ce  is v e ry  sign ifican t.

T h e h e a lth  o f th e  p a re n ts  has a stron g  im p act on  th e ir  soc ia l an d  eco n o m ic  
secu rity . In  this stu d y  th e  pa ren ts ’ h ealth  has been  m easu red  w ith  v e ry  stron g  
v ariab les, w h ose  con n ection  to  the fa m ily ’s soc ia l and e con om ic  secu rity  is 
c le a r ly  ev iden t. T h e fathers o f  15 u n d esired  ch ild ren  h ad  died , as h ad  those 
o f  11 co n tro l ch ild ren . In th e  fa m ilie s  w ith  u n desired  ch ild re n  32 fa th ers  re 
c e iv e d  n ation a l pen sion , the corresp on d in g  fig u re  b e in g  16 in  th e  con tro ls . T he 
d iffe re n ce  is sta tistica lly  a lm ost sign ifican t. A m o n g  b oth  th e  fam ilies  w ith  u n 
d esired  ch ild ren  and the fa m ilie s  w ith  con tro ls  tw o  m oth ers h ad  died . A m o n g  
the u n desired  ch ild re n ’s m oth ers th ere w e re  20 recip ien ts o f  n ationa l pen sion  
and a m on g  th e  con tro ls  16 m oth ers re ce iv e d  n ation a l pension .

T h e fa m ilie s  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  had a lo w e r  in co m e  th an  the controls . 
T h e d iffe r e n c e  con cern in g  in com e  fro m  w ag es  and sa laries w as s ig n ifica n tly  
su ggestive . A fte r  e lim in atin g  th ose  w h o  had em igra ted  to  S w ed en  and th eir  
c o n tro ls  the p ro p o rt io n  o f  lo w -in co m e  fa m ilies  am on g  th e  fa m ilies  su rv e y e d  is 
45 %  (less th an  1000 F m k /m on th ) and 32 °/o am on g  th e  con tro ls . S tatistica lly  
the d iffe re n ce  is a lm ost sign ifican t. B oth  w a g e  in com e  and en trep ren eu ria l 
in com e  w as re ce iv e d  b y  24 °/o o f  fa m ilie s  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild re n  as w e ll  as 
b y  20 °/o o f  co n tro l fam ilies . A m o n g  the fam ilies  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  th ere  
w e re  a fe w  m ore  on e -p a re n t fa m ilies  than am on g  the con tro ls .

T a b le  1 sh ow s that less than 0.5 #/o o f  th e  u n desired  ch ild ren  re ce iv e d  c h ild  

ca re  a llo w a n c e s  in  1973, the co rresp on d in g  p ro p o rtio n  b e in g  4 %> in  the con tro l 
g rou p . S ta tistica lly  the d iffe re n ce  is a lm ost sign ifican t. In  1974 th e  situation  
had le v e lle d  ou t so that 3 °/o o f  the u n desired  ch ild re n  and 4 °/o o f  the ch ild ren  
in  the co n tro l g rou p  re ce iv e d  ch ild  care  a llow an ces . T h e p ro p o rt io n  o f  ch ild  
care  a llo w a n ce  recip ien ts  am on g  th e  u n desired  ch ild ren  as w e ll as th e  con tro ls  
w as a co n s id e ra b ly  g rea ter  p ercen ta ge  th an  in  F in la n d  on  the a v era g e  w h ich  
is 1.4 °/o (S tatistica l Y e a r b o o k  o f  the S oc ia l In su rance In stitu tion  1974, 1975). 
T h e d e v e lo p m e n t o f  sp ecia l ch ild  a llow a n ces  has b een  th e  reverse . A m o n g  the 
u n desired  ch ild ren  11 °/o w e re  sp ecia l ch ild  a llow a n ce  recip ien ts in  1973, the 
p ro p o rt io n  am on g  the co n tro ls  b e in g  7 p ercen t. In  1974 both  g rou p s rece iv ed  
8 °/o o f  the sp ecia l ch ild  a llow an ces . S p ecia l ch ild  a llow an ces  w e re  g ra n ted  to
2.5 °/o o f  all fam ilies  in  F in lan d  in  1973 (S ocia l W e lfa re  S tatistics 1974, 1976).

W h en  the rece ip t o f  d iffe re n t soc ia l in su ran ce  a llow an ces  is an a lyzed  co n 
cern in g  th e  e x p e rie n ce d  need, on e  can  n o tice  that as a ru le  th ere  w as a p os itiv e  
co rre la tio n  fo r  the fa m ilies  w ith  con tro l ch ild ren . A s  regards h om e care  su pport
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T a b l e  1. F ee lin g  n eed  fo r  socia l a llow an ces , requ est and re ce ip t o f  socia l 
a llow an ces  in  1973 and 1974.

Social allowances Feeling need Request Receipt Receipt
1973 1974

N N N N

Special child allowance
Undesired children 49 40 26 18
Control children 39 32 16 17

Child care allowance
Undesired children 23 * 10 1 7
Control children 10 6 7° 8

Family allowance
Undesired children 63 * 91 77 43
Control children 44 84 65 36

Housing allowance
Undesired children 38 47 .. 36
Control children 27 38 .. 29

the corre la tion  w as n ega tiv e  in  the fa m ilie s  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  w ith  on ly  
30 °/o o f  th ose w h o  fe lt  that th ey  n eeded  the a llo w a n ce  rece iv in g  it. T h is can 
b e  in terp reted  to  m ean  that the fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  an d  the fa m i
lies w ith  con tro ls  d id  n ot h ave  a sim ilar attitude tow a rd s socia l a llow a n ces  fo r  
fam ilies  w ith  ch ildren . T h e fam ilies  w ith  u n d esired  ch ild ren  fe lt  th at th ey  
n eed ed  all th e  socia l a llow an ces m ore  o fte n  than the con tro ls . T h e criterion  
fo r  re ce iv in g  ch ild  care  a llow a n ce  is a c h ild ’s lo n g -te rm  disease, h an dicap  or 
in va lid ism . It is qu ite  ev id en t that som e fam ilies  d id  n ot k n ow  w h a t ’ ch ild  care 
a llo w a n ce ’ m eant and th e re fo re  sh ow ed  th eir  n eed  fo r  som e k in d  o f  h e lp  in 
carin g  fo r  th e ir  ch ild ren  b y  ex p ressin g  a n eed  fo r  ch ild  care  a llow an ce .

A  ch ild  in  th e  first g ra d e  at sch oo l is n ot y e t ca p a b le  o f  tak in g  ca re  o f  h er
se lf in d ep en d en tly  w h ile  h er parents are at w ork , and a ch ild  has ap p rox im a te ly  
o n ly  fo u r  sch o o l h ours a day. T h at is w h y  w e  attem pted  to  fin d  ou t h ow  the 
parents had arran ged  ch ild  care  b e fo re  and a fter  sch oo l hours. A n  adu lt person  
m ade brea k fa st fo r  67 °/o o f  the u n d esired  ch ild ren  and fo r  77 °/o o f  the con tro l 
ch ild ren . T h e d iffe re n ce  is statistica lly  su ggestive.

T w e n ty -th re e  p ercen t o f  the u n desired  ch ild ren  fo rg o t  th e ir  sch oo l th ings 
at h om e som etim es o r  o ften , the corresp on d in g  p rop ortion  b e in g  17 %  am ong 
the con tro ls . T h is represents an a lm ost s ign ifica n t statistica l d iffe ren ce .

E ight p ercen t o f  the u n d esired  ch ild ren  w e re  o fte n  or  som etim es la te  fo r  
sch oo l w h ereas  the p ro p o rtio n  w as 4 °/o am ong  the con tro ls . S tatistica lly  the 
d iffe re n ce  is n ot sign ifican t, h ow ev er .
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F orgettin g  sch o o l th in gs is c le a r ly  sex -lin k ed . B o y s  fo r g o t  to  ta k e  th in gs 
to  sch oo l tw ice  as o fte n  as g irls. H ow ever , the statistica l d iffe re n ce  w as fou n d  
am on g  girls. T h e u n d es ired  g irls  fo r g o t  th eir  sch oo l th in gs som etim es o r  o ften  
a lm ost s ig n ifica n tly  m o re  o fte n  than  th e  con tro l g irls. C om p ared  to  the con tro l 
b o y s  m ore  than  tw ice  as m a n y  u n desired  b o y s  w e re  la te  fo r  sch oo l e v e ry  n ow  
and then  or  often . T h e d iffe re n ce  is sta tistica lly  su ggestive .

C h ild r e n

T h e resu lts con cern in g  th e  p h y s ic a l d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  ch ild ren  w e re  not 
v e r y  ex p lic it . T h e u n d es ired  ch ild ren  w e re  som ew h a t sh orter  and lig h ter  than 
th e  con tro ls . O n  the o th er  hand, the u n desired  ch ild re n  h ad  less lo n g -te rm  
diseases than  the con tro ls . In  pa ired  com p a rison s th e  d iffe re n ce  w as sta tistica lly  
su ggestive . In  com p a rin g  the g rou p  o f  u n desired  ch ild ren  an d  th e  co n tro l grou p , 
the d iffe re n ce  w as sta tistica lly  a lm ost s ign ifican t (R an tak a llio  —  M yh rm an  
1980). A n  e x p la n a tion  fo r  th e  fa ct that th e  con tro ls  h ad  m ore  lo n g -te rm  diseases 
co u ld  be  that m otiv es  a ffe c t in g  a ch ild ’s d es ira b ility  are n ot a lw a ys abso
lu te ly  p os itiv e  (cf. V isu ri 1969). Th is statem ent is su p p orted  b y  the fa c t that s ib 
lings o f  c o n tro l ch ild ren  had d ied  sta tistica lly  s ig n ifica n tly  m ore  o ften  than 
sib lin g s  o f  u n d esired  ch ild ren . T h e co n tro l ch ild ren  had b een  in  the h osp ita l 
som ew h a t m ore  o fte n  than the u n desired  ch ild ren . In th is case on e  can  p re 
su m e that som e fam ilies  had had ch ild ren  to  com pen sa te  fo r  a s ib lin g  w h o  had 
d ied  ea r lie r  (C h alm ers 1978, F red rick  —  A d elste in  1973, Jam es 1969). T hese 
ch ild ren  com p rise  a h ea lth  risk  grou p .

T h e ch ild re n ’s e d u ca t io n a l s ta tu s  has been  an a lyzed  w ith  resu lts in  d iffe re n t 
sch oo l su b jects . F o r ty  p e rce n t o f  the u n desired  ch ild ren  h ad  a m ean  in  th e  fa ll 
re p o rt card  h igh er  than  the class average , c o rre sp o n d in g ly  44 °/o o f  th e  con tro ls . 
T h e  g irls  a tten ded  sch o o l w ith  better  success than the boys. F ifty -o n e  percen t 
o f  th e  g irls  had sch o o l re p o rt m ark s o v e r  the a v erag e  o f  the w h o le  class, the 
corresp on d in g  p ro p o rtio n  b e in g  36 %> am on g  th e  boys. U n d esira b ility  o f  the 
ch ild  w as n ot s ign ifica n t in  rega rd  to  sch oo l rep ort m arks. R esu lts in  th eoreti
cal su b jects  w e re  m easu red  w ith  d ifficu lt ie s  in  lea rn in g  them  as w e ll as w ith  
the n eed  fo r  sp ecia l tra in in g  in these su bjects.

T h e  u n desired  in d iv id u a ls  had m ore  learn in g  d ifficu lt ie s  in  a ll th e  su b jects 
an a lyzed  than the con tro ls . In  relation  to  w rit in g  d iff icu lt ie s  the r isk  ratio w as 
1.5: 1, w h ich  w as sta tistica lly  su ggestive . B oth  w rit in g  and read in g  d ifficu ltie s  
w e re  em p h asized  am on g  the u n desired  boys.

In rece iv in g  sp ecia l tea ch in g  la rge  d iffe re n ce s  ex isted  b e tw een  the u ndesired  
and con tro ls . S ta tistica lly  the u n desired  g o t s ig n ifica n tly  m o re  sp ecia l teach in g  
in w rit in g  and read in g  than  the con tro ls . S p ecia l tea ch in g  w as accentuated  
am on g  the u n d esired  b o y s  in  b o th  read in g  and w rit in g  (F igu re  1). S p ecia l teach 
in g  in  read in g  w as g iv e n  to  th e  u n desired  b o y s  a lm ost s ig n ifica n tly  m o re  o ften
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F i g u r e  1. Additional teaching in theoretical subjects (boys and girls).

1. = undesired child
2. = control child

E ll boys

1. 2- 1. 2. 1. 2. 1. 2. 1. 2. 1. 2. 
ns. =  non-significant

p 0.01 ns. p 0.05 ns. ns. ns.

in writing in reading in mathematics

than to  con tro ls , w h ile  the d iffe re n ce  in sp ecia l teach in g  in  w rit in g  w as statistic
a lly  sign ifican t.

B esides lea rn in g  d ifficu lties  and specia l teach in g, qu estion s w ere  also asked 
con cern in g  w h o  g ives  n ecessary  ad d ition a l teach in g. A m o n g  the u ndesired  
ch ild ren  87 in d iv id u a ls  re ce iv e d  ad d ition a l teach in g, the fig u re  b e in g  68 am ong  
the desired . T h ose  gettin g  ad d ition a l teach in g  n u m bered  less than th ose  getting  
sp ecia l teach in g  in d iffe re n t su bjects. T h is arises becau se  learn in g  d ifficu lties  
and ad d ition a l teach in g  are  g iven  to  the sam e ch ildren .

A d d it io n a l teach in g  b y  a sp ecia lized  te a ch e r  w a s accen tu a ted  w ith  the 
un desired  ch ild ren , p a rticu la rly  w ith  th e  u n d esired  boy s . T h e y  re ce iv e d  ad d i
tion a l tea ch in g  fr o m  a sp ecia lized  teach er fo u r  tim es m o re  fr e q u e n tly  th an  the 
con tro ls . T h is d iffe re n ce  is statistica lly  a lm ost sign ifican t.

T h e  u n desired  ch ild ren  d id  n ot su cceed  in  tra in in g  su b jects  qu ite  as w e ll as 
the con tro ls . T h e clearest d iffe re n ce  w as seen  in ora l p er fo rm a n ce , w h ich  w as 
p o o r  am on g  19 °/o o f  the u ndesired  ch ild ren  and am on g  13 %> o f  the con tro ls . 
T h e d iffe re n ce  w as statistica lly  suggestive. A fte r  e x c lu d in g  those w h o  em i
g ra ted  to  S w eden , th e  p er form a n ce  w as p o o r  am on g  18 %  o f  the u n d esired  
ch ild ren , the p ro p o rtio n  b e in g  12 am ong the con tro ls . P rob lem s in ora l p e r fo r 
m an ce  also  co n v e rg e  on  th e  u ndesired  boys, 23 °/o o f  w h ose  ora l p er form a n ce  
w as poor .

In  th is stu d y  p o o r  success in  sch oo l is lin k ed  w ith  d ifficu lt ie s  in  the m oth er 
ton gue. T h e o ra l p e r fo rm a n ce  o f  th e  u n desired  ch ild ren  w as p o o re r  than  that o f  
the con tro ls , th e  d iffe re n ce  b e in g  sta tistica lly  su ggestive . T h e u n desired  ch il
d ren  partic ip a ted  in sp ecia l w rit in g  teach in g  sta tistica lly  v e ry  s ign ifica n tly  
m ore  o fte n  than  the con tro ls . T h is is due p a rtly  to  the fa c t  that 10 °/o o f  the 
u n d esired  ch ild ren  w en t to  sch oo l in S w e d e n  (M yh rm an  1977).
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T h e teach er w as asked  to  g iv e  an estim ate  on  a 5 -c la ss-sca le  con cern in g  the 
ch ild 's  attitud e tow a rd s  h er  tea ch er  and h er  sch oolm ates. T h e u n desired  ch il
d ren  had a sligh tly  m o re  n ega tiv e  attitude to  th e  tea ch er than  th e  con tro ls . N o 
statistica l s ign ifica n ces  w e re  noted . A fte r  e lim in atin g  the em igran ts to  S w eden  
th e  d iffe re n ce  w as even  sm aller  than earlier. D istin ct d iffe re n ce s  b e tw e e n  th e  
sexes in  attitudes tow a rd s  the tea ch er  w e re  ap parent. G irls  h ad  a c loser  re la 
tion sh ip  w ith  th e ir  tea ch er  than th e  b o y s  had. T h e  u n d esired  b o y s  are  m ore  
reserved  than the con tro ls , th e  d iffe re n ce  b e in g  statistica lly  su ggestive .

In  ex a m in in g  th e  c h ild ’s re la tion s to  sch oo lm a tes  th ere  are  n o  n oticeab le  
d iffe re n ce s  b e tw een  the u n desired  ch ild ren  and co n tro l ch ild ren . T h e sex  
im p a ct is n ot as c le a r  in  the a ttitudes tow a rd s sch oo lm a tes  as tow a rd s the 
teach er. T h e u n d esired  b o y s  are som ew h a t m ore  iso la ted  and u nselfish  than 
th e  con tro ls . S ta tistica lly  th e  d iffe re n ce s  are  n ot sign ifican t, h ow ev er .

D iscu ssion

A m o n g  the fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  those w h o  
le ft  a g ricu ltu re  in  1966— 1974 w as grea ter  than  am on g  th e  co n tro l fam ilies . 
L iv in g  con d ition s  in  the co u n try  are  m o re  ch ild -ce n te re d  and p rob lem s in  ch ild  
d a y  ca re  are n o t as em in en t as in  the u rb an  areas. T h e fa m ilie s  w ith  u ndesired  
ch ild ren  em igra ted  m o re  o fte n  to  S w e d e n  than  the con tro ls . C h ild ren  are 
a lw a ys fo r ce d  to em igrate . M an y  research ers con s id er  m igra tion  a stress fa ctor  
esp ecia lly  am on g  ch ild ren  (L ilje ström  1974, K a n tor  1965: 86).

A cco rd in g  to  the resu lts ob ta in ed  th e  standard  o f  liv in g  in  the fam ilies  w ith  
u n desired  ch ild ren  rose  faster  th an  in  th e  co n tro ls  and fa ster  th an  in  F in land  
in  gen era l. A cco rd in g  to B eck er  (1960) th is can  b e  in terp reted  so  that a ch ild  
attains m o re  and m o re  c le a r ly  the n atu re  o f  a c o m m o d ity  in  th e  m od ern  soc ie ty  
o f  te ch n o log y . P ro p e rty  h ad  in creased  in  the fa m ilie s  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  
in  sp ite  o f  the fa c t  th at th e ir  e co n o m ic  and soc ia l secu rity  is v e r y  scan t and 
in com e  is lo w . O ne e x p la n a to ry  fa c to r  fo r  th e  in crease  in  th e  m ateria l le v e l o f  
liv in g  am on g  fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch ild ren  is that m o re  th an  tw ic e  as m any  
o f  these fa m ilie s  as co m p a red  w ith  th e  con tro l fa m ilie s  em igra ted  to  S w ed en .

T h e  im p orta n ce  o f  the e ffe c t  o f  id e o lo g ica l fa c to rs  on  fe r t ility  has b een  ana
ly ze d  o n ly  a little . T h e  C a th olic  im p a ct on  b irth  co n tro l and n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  
has b een  o f  p r in cip a l in terest. H o w e v e r , it has b een  fo u n d  that re lig io n  has had 
o n ly  a sm all in flu e n ce  on  b irth  co n tro l (B um pas —  W e s to ff  1970).

In N orth ern  F in la n d  th ere  is a sm all re lig iou s  m in or ity , O ld -la esta d ion s  w h o  
in clu d e  a b ou t 10 %  o f  th e  p op u la tion  in  N orth ern  F in land . T h is re lig iou s  de
n om in ation  does n ot a ccep t fe r t ility  con tro l, and this is re fle cted  in  op in ion s 
abou t fa m ily  size am on g  th e  rest o f  pop u la tion . T h is is dem on stra ted  b y  the fa ct 
that fa m ily  size in  N orth ern  F in land  has rem ain ed  la rg er  than  e lsew h ere  in  
F in lan d  up to  th e  1970s (F ou gstedt 1977).
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It is qu ite  ev id en t th at id e o lo g ica l in d ica tors  are o f  em inen t s in g ifica n ce  in 
attitudes tow a rd s fa m ily  p lan n in g  and u n d esired  pregn an cies. Ja cca rd  and 
D av id son  (1976) ex p la in  that p e op le  try  to  ration a lize  th e  b irth  o f  a ch ild  
becau se  o f  re lig iou s  reasons even  i f  th e  id ea l fa m ily  size has b een  ov erreach ed . 
In ad d ition  to  id e o lo g ica l in d ica tors b io lo g ica l fa ctors  in te r fe re  w ith  th e  in flu 
en ce  o f  pu re  econ om ica l and socia l fa ctors  on  desirin g  ch ild ren . It can  b e  p re 
su m ed on  th e  basis o f  th e  p resen t stu d y  th at fa m ilies  h a v e  ch ild ren  to  co m p e n 
sate fo r  som eth in g  and that it is these ch ild ren  w h o  are desired . T h at in v o lv es  
en su ring  rep rod u ction . This is su p p orted  b y  th e  observ ation  m ade b y  R iih in en  
et al. (1980) that in  la rge  fam ilies  a s ib lin g  has d ied  in  e v e ry  f ifth  fam ily . It 
w as assum ed that the death  o f  the s ib lin g  in  th e  fam ilies  w ith  u n desired  ch il
d ren  w o u ld  be  m ore  com m on , becau se  the u n d es ira b ility  and n u m b er  o f  s ib lin gs 
are con n ected  w ith  each  other. T h is w as n ot v erified . O n  th e  con tra ry  a fte r  the 
death  o f  a ch ild  a com p en sa tive  reaction  arises and parents desire  a n ew  p re g 
n an cy .

T h e  a b o v e  m en tion ed  is an in terestin g  n o te  becau se  the d ecrea se  in  in fan t 
m orta lity  and in  the n u m ber o f  b irths are pa ra lle l. T h ese tw o  fa ctors  are linked  
w ith  each  others. T h e b io lo g ica l fa c to r  con n ected  w ith  rep rod u ction  at least 
p a rtly  ex p la in s  the com p en sa tiv e  reaction  o f  a n ew  pregn an cy . C orresp on d in g ly  
it is n ot a fu lly  a ccep ta b le  m o tiv e  to  h a v e  ch ild ren  m e re ly  becau se  o f  th e ir  sex. 
R iih in en  et al. (1980) n oted  that a on e -s id e d  se x  d istr ibu tion  d oes n ot con trib u te  
to  a desire  fo r  a n ew  p regn an cy . T h e presen t stu d y  p ro v e s  c le a r ly  that i f  the 
p re g n a n cy  has com m en ced  and if  the sex  d istribu tion  o f  earlier  ch ild ren  is 
on e-sid ed , th e  p regn a n cy  is seen  as d esired  m o re  o fte n  than undesired . This 
sam e ob serv a tion  w as m ade in  an A m e rica n  stu d y  b y  K ru e g e l (1975).

T h e  p o ten tia l e ffe cts  on  a c h ild ’s h ea lth  h a v e  b een  con s id ered  the m ost 
im p ortan t reason  to  p rev en t u n desired  pregn an cies. In  this su rv e y  the health  
o f  the u n desired  ch ild ren  w as no w orse  th an  that o f  th e  con tro ls . T h e m oth ers 
o f  th e  u n desired  ch ild ren  stated less lo n g -te rm  diseases than d id  the m others 
o f  the con tro ls . T h is is ex p la in ed  b y  the fa c t that som e d esired  ch ild ren  w e re  so - 
ca lled  com p en sa tin g  ch ild ren  as sh ow n  ab ove , w h ose  beg in n in g  in life  is w ea k er  
p erhaps becau se  o f  en v iron m en ta l and gen etic  factors. T h e  fa ct  th at no 
d istin ct d iffe re n ce s  in  the h ealth  o f  the ch ild ren  w e re  seen  su pports S o iv a ’s 
(1980) idea  th at it is ab ortion  th at is a h ealth  risk  fo r  an u n desired  p regn an cy . 
A  p rereq u is ite  fo r  th is is m atern ity  and ch ild  serv ices o f  a v e ry  h igh  le v e l w h ich  
take in to  con s id era tion  pregn an t w om en  w h o  are soc ia lly  in  a r isk  g ro u p  as w e ll 
as ch ild ren  w ith  lim ited  resou rces. T h e N ord ic  health  care system  is v e ry  
d e v e lo p e d  and is a b le  in  p a rt to  com p en sa te  fo r  health  p rob lem s arisin g  from  
d em ogra p h ic  factors. A  g o o d  ex a m p le  is that in S w ed en  the h ealth  o f  a ch ild  
abou t to  b e  b orn  is m in im a lly  d ep en d en t on  th e  n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  o r  b irth  
order. T h e s ign ifica n ce  o f  these fa ctors  fo r  the h ealth  o f  the ch ild  is c lea r ly  
g rea ter  (M eirik  et al. 1980) e.g. in  S cotlan d  and th e  U .S .A . T h e fin d in g s  from  
the presen t stu d y  sh ow  that in F in land  this m atter has been  cared  fo r  w ell.
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T h is stu d y  sh ow s that u n desired  ch ild ren  h a v e  m o re  d ifficu ltie s  in  lea rn in g  
than  the con tro ls . T h is is accen tu ated  in  sp ecia l w rit in g  and read in g  teach in g. 
A lso  in ora l p e r fo rm a n ce  the u n desired  ch ild ren  had m ore  p rob lem s than  the 
con tro ls . T h is in d icates s lo w e r  lin gu istic  d e v e lop m en t in the u n desired  ch ild ren .

It has b een  w e ll d ocu m en ted  h o w  in te llectu a l d e v e lop m en t and the num ber 
o f  ch ild ren  in  th e  fa m ily  are related , as w e ll as h o w  b irth  o rd e r  in flu en ces 
sch oo l success (B e lm on t et al. 1976, P o o le  —  K u h n  1973). A ttem p ts to  ex p la in  
these fin d in gs  h a v e  co n ce rn e d  tw o  factors. F irst th e  n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  itse lf 
in flu en ces  ch ild  d ev e lop m en t, becau se  adults h a v e  less tim e fo r  in tercou rse  
w ith  each  ch ild . T h e o th er p o in t is that a certa in  ty p e  o f  parents h ave m any  
ch ild ren . T h is e x p la n a to ry  m o d e l em p hasizes the p a ren ts ’ d e fic ien t a b ility  to 
m ake p lans fo r  th eir o w n  life . O ldm an  et al. (1971) m easu red  the paren ts ’ ab ility  
to  p lan  th e ir  o w n  life  b y  th e ir  su ccess in  fa m ily  p lann in g . T h ey  fo u n d  ou t that 
th e  n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  h ad  n o  in flu en ce  on  th e  in te llectu a l d e v e lop m en t o f  the 
p la n n ed  ch ild ren , w h ereas  the in te llig en t qu otien t o f  the u n p lan n ed  ch ild ren  
fe ll w h ile  the n u m ber o f  ch ild ren  in creased . T h e  p resen t stu d y  su pports the 
co n ce p tio n  m en tion ed  here, bu t fu rth er  stud ies are n eed ed  b e fo r e  m o re  precise  
con clu sion s  are m ade. In secu rity  in ea r ly  ch ild h o o d  is re fle cted  in a c h ild ’s 
la ter  d ev e lop m en t. M an y  stud ies h ave  revea led  em otion a l re tardation  in 
u n d esired  ch ild re n  (H öök  1975), and ev en  m en ta l p rob lem s (B oh m an  1971, 
D y try ch  et al. 1975 and F orsm an  —  T h u w e  1966).

S om e p rob lem s in  adaptation  to  sch o o l co u ld  b e  seen  esp ecia lly  am ong  the 
u n desired  b o y s  in th is stu d y  in reserved  re la tion s tow ard s the teach er. T h e 
u n desired  b o y ’s sch o o lin g  and lea rn in g  d iff icu lt ie s  w e re  also em phasized . 
T h e resu lt is an a logu ou s w ith  ea rlier  stud ies (B oh m an  1971 and M atjesek  et al. 
1975). In  re la tion s w ith  sch oolm a tes th e  u n desired  ch ild ren  d id  n ot d if fe r  from  
th e  con tro ls .

S oc ia l and ecn o m ic  fa c to rs  in flu e n ce  the u n d es ira b ility  o f  p regn an cy . T h e 
u n d es ira b ility  o f  p re g n a n cy  can  b e  seen  as an in d ica tor  o f  soc ia l and econ om ic  
d iff icu lt ie s  in  sp ite  o f  so c ia l b a ck g rou n d . A  ch ild ’s u n d es ira b ility  is depen den t 
on  cu ltu re  and re fle cts  the p rev a ilin g  va lu es and n orm s o f  society . O ne m ay 
presu m e th at th ey  h ave  an im pact on  th e  fa m ily  and ch ildren .
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