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Features o f  societal developm ent in  F in land

F in lan d  rem ained an a gricu ltu ra l co u n try  longer than most o f  the other western 
countries w h ich  are now  at about the same econom ic level. U n t il the Second W o rld  
W a r people liv in g  b y  agricu ltu re  form ed the m a jo r ity  o f  the w hole p opu la tio n : in 
1900 the p ro p o rtio n  was 68 % ,  and in 1930 still 60 %.  T h e  decisive change in  the 
structure o f  in d u stry , how ever, to o k  place after the W a r. T h e  num ber o f  people 
w o rk in g  in  agricu ltu re  decreased especially in  the sixties (T a b le  1). T h is  change was 
m ore rap id  than ever before o r after d u ring  an equivalent period  o f  tim e.

T a b l e  1. Q u a n tita tive  changes in  the num bers o f  econom ica lly  active people, 
b y  in d u stry , 1950— 1975.

Period

1950—60
1960—70
1970—75

Agriculture

— 191,172
— 291,807
— 110,922

Manufacturing

+ 89,685 
+ 86,758 
+ 29,080

Service

+ 150,473 
+ 290,038 
+ 84,759

Total number of 
economically active 

people in the 
beginning of 

the period

1,984,282
2,033,268
2,118,257

M ost o f  the people w h o  le ft agricu ltu re  m oved straight to  the service sector, fo r  
the num ber o f  people w o rk in g  in  m anufactu ring  increased b y  o n ly  a th ird  o f  the 
num ber w ho le ft agricu ltu re  at the same tim e. T h e  need fo r  lab o r outside agricu lture 
was so great in  the sixties that the people w ho le ft agricu ltu re  cou ld  not satisfy that 
need. O ne im po rtan t source o f  labo r cou ld  have been the ch ild ren  o f  the late fo rties ’ 
baby boom . T h e y  reached w o rk in g  age in  the late sixties, but m any o f  them  postpon -



8

ed entering the la b o r m arket because they were con tinu ing  the ir education. I t  was 
necessary to  resort m ore and m ore to  the la b o r o f  m arried w om en. T h e  num ber o f  
econom ica lly  active wom en in  u rban  m unicipalities increased b y  140,000 in  
1960— 70.

Besides the fact that F in lan d  was fo r  so long dom inated b y  agricu ltu re , m anufac­
tu rin g  was also in  close contact w ith  ru ra l cu ltu re . U n t i l  the Second W o r ld  W a r 
m ore than h a lf  (52— 53 % )  o f  the people w o rk in g  in  m anufacturing  lived  in  ru ra l 
m un icipalities. B y  1950 the p ro p o rt io n  o f  ru ra l m anufacturing  had declined to  
39 % ,  fro m  w h ich  it fu rth e r decreased to  31 %  in  1975. T h is  s ituation was caused 
m a in ly  b y  the fact that the most im po rtan t branch in  m anufactu ring  was w oo d  and 
paper m anufactu ring . Its  natura l place is in  the ne ighbourhood  o f  forests and rivers. 
T h u s , ru ra l cu lture was pa rt o f  F inn ish  m anufacturing  and the urban w o rk in g  class 
cu lture that developed was not as p o w e rfu l as that o f  m any countries in  C entra l 

E u ro pe . In  spite o f  th is, socialist doctrines reached the w orkers and also the landless 
p opu la tio n  in  ru ra l areas. In  the firs t parliam entary elections in  1907, the Social 
Dem ocrats gained 40 °7o o f  the seats in  Parliam ent (Soikkanen 1961).

I f  F inn ish  m anufacturing  was characterized b y  ru ra l cu lture before the Second 
W o r ld  W a r, agricu ltu re  itse lf had its special features, to o , w h ich  have had an im pact 
on fa m ily  life  patterns, especially concerning w om en. F inn ish  agricu ltu re  has been 
dom inated b y  sm all farm s. T h is  was caused bo th  b y  the d isso lu tion  o f  the cro fte r 
in s titu tion  d u rin g  the firs t h a lf o f  this cen tu ry and b y  the settlement o f  Karelian  
evacuees after the Second W o r ld  W a r.

N ew  farm s were established m a in ly  in  the twenties, when the so-called cro fte r 
law  came in to  force, and even m ore in  the forties, when there was a vast num ber 
o f  new settlements. T h e  great m a jo r ity  o f  the new farm s were under 10 hectares in 
size. There  were still new farm s being established in  the fiftie s , though  the p opu la ­
tio n  in  ru ra l m un icipalities had begun to  decrease. In  F in la n d , the fifties  were in  a 
w a y, a tim e o f  peasantry. In  this respect the 1960’s b rough t a real change: the 
num ber o f  farm s decreased b y  nearly  100,000 o r  b y  a quarter. M ost o f  the farm s 
w h ich  closed d ow n  were under five  hectares.

In  the 1960’s other kinds o f  changes also occurred in agriculture. T he  agricu ltural 
p opu la tio n  began m ore and m ore to  resort to  wage w o rk  outside the fa rm . In  1950 

9 °7o o f  a ll the w o rk in g  hours o f  farm ers and the ir fa m ily  members were spent in 
wage w o rk  outside the fa rm . B y  1962 the p ro p o rt io n  o f  wage w o rk  had increased 
to  20 %.  D u rin g  the sixties the p ro p o rtio n  rem ained on the same level (22— 23 % ) ,  
but it declined in  the seventies to  15— 17 °7o. A t  the same tim e, as wage w o rk  
increased am ong farm ers in  the sixties, the use o f  h ired lab o r on farm s decreased. 
T h is  meant that landless people had to  m ove to  other industries. T h e  im portance o f  
agricu ltu re  d im inished in  th is w a y, to o . In  1950,14 %  o f  a ll w o rk in g  hours spent on 
farm s were those o f  fa rm  w orkers ; at the beginn ing o f  the sixties the p ro p o rt io n  has 
declined to  7 °!o. I t  decreased later in  the sixties to  4— 5 °7o, in  the seventies 

to  2— 3 % .
L iv in g  cond itions became m ore d iff ic u lt  in  the countryside also fo r  the reason 

that the need fo r  w orkers in  fo re s try  d im inished because o f  the m echanization o f
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tim ber fe llin g  in  the sixties. In  1960 the num ber o f  w orkers in  fo re stry  was 112,000 
(in  1950 it was about the same: 117,000), but in  1970 the num ber was 62,000. It 
d im in ished fu rther d u rin g  the next five  years (to  38,000). In  this w a y, the im portance 
o f  fo re s try  as a typ ica l secondary occupation  in  agricu ltu re  has d rastica lly  
decreased. But because wage w o rk  became m ore frequent am ong farm ers in  the s ix ­
ties, it meant that farm ers and the ir fa m ily  members began to  w o rk  m ore and m ore 
in  the m anufacturing  and service sectors. Thu s  farm ers, to o , began litt le  b y  litt le  to  
adopt urban life  patterns.

Because the p ro p o rtio n  o f  sm all farm s was still s ligh tly  over 50 °Io in  the 50s, the 
life  pattern form ed  on sm all farm s also influenced fa m ily  life . O ne can assume that 
on modest farm s it is im possib le to  develop a bourgeois life  pattern, w h ich  generally 
includes o n ly  a s light share o f  female (w ife ’s) w o rk . A c c o rd in g  to  Saurio  (1947, 53), 

the w ives o f  sm all farm ers to o k  m ore often  part in  agricu ltu ra l w o rk  than the wives 
o f  b ig  farm ers. O n  farm s o f  under 25 hectares over 90 %  o f  housewives to o k  part 
in  a gricu ltu ra l w o rk , com pared w ith  76 %  on farm s o f  25— 50 hectares. O n  farm s 
o f  over 50 hectares the p ro p o rt io n  was o n ly  37 °7o. I t  seems probab le that the 
dom inance o f  sm all farm s in  F inn ish  agricu ltu re  has been one fa cto r w h ich  has 
helped F inn ish  wom en to  partic ipate also in  wage w o rk . W ith o u t the ir hard  w o rk  
on sm all farm s the p ro p o rtio n  o f  females am ong the econom ica lly  active popu la tion  
w ou ld  perhaps have been sm aller.

I f  we exam ine the factors in fluencing  fa m ily  life  patterns in  F in la n d , we must 
refer to  the above features. But in  a d d itio n , we must pay attention to  the speed o f  
the changes in  the industria l structure in  the sixties. O ne lo n g  period  reached its end 
at the beginn ing o f  the 60’s and another period  began. Th e  interesting feature in  this 
process is that it was preceded b y  the decade when agricu ltu re  actua lly  experienced 
a re la tive ly  strong reviva l th rou gh  new settlements. I t  is perhaps fo r  this reason that 
the changes in  the 60’s were so drastic.

T h e  increase in the num ber o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed m arried wom en

T h e  rapid  change in the industria l structure in  the 60’s furthered the increase in 
the num ber o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed w om en, because agricu ltu re  cou ld  not p rov ide  
enough w orkers to  satisfy the needs o f  the expanding m anufacturing  and service sec­
to rs. P ro lo n ge d  education kept the baby boom  generation outside the lab o r m arket. 
T h e  p ro p o rt io n  o f  econom ica lly  active in  the age g rou p  15— 19 dropped am ong 
wom en fro m  53 °7o (1950) to  23 %  (1975) and am ong men fro m  74 %  (1950) 
to  31 %  (1975).

In  F in lan d  there has been p ractica lly  no im m igran t la b o r. A p a rt  fro m  the people 
w ho  have le ft agricu ltu re , the o n ly  im portan t source o f  labo r has thus been wom en. 
In  the sixties the p ro p o rt io n  o f  w om en in  the increase o f  the lab o r force began to  
be greater than that o f  men. T h e  same tendency continued in  the 70’s. Because o f
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this process, the p ro p o rt io n  o f  wom en in  the w hole  la b o r force outside agricu ltu re  
increased fro m  41 %  in  1950 to  46 %  in  1975.

T h e  great m a jo r ity  o f  the increased fem ale labo r force were m arried wom en. 
A lre a d y  fro m  the beginn ing o f  this century unm arried wom en had genera lly been 
g a in fu lly  em ployed; thus the ir sign ificance as a source o f  labo r has been s light. M a r­
ried w om en, how ever, had seldom been g a in fu lly  em ployed outside agricu ltu re . In  
1920 o n ly  10 °/o o f  a ll m arried wom en in  tow ns were g a in fu lly  em ployed . B y  1950 
the p ro p o rtio n  had increased to  34 <7o, in  1960 it was 45 % , in  1970 a lready 57 %  
and in 1975 as h igh  as 65 °7o. I t  is rem arkable to  note that m arried wom en began 
to  m ove in to  the labor m arket a lready in  the 50’s, a lthough the p ro p o rt io n  o f  
wom en am ong the w hole  labo r force had not yet increased. Thu s  in terna l changes 
have occurred in  the lab o r m arket: when the m arriage rate increased, m arried 
wom en replaced unm arried  wom en in  the w o rk  force. I t  was not u n til the 60’s that 
the num ber o f  m arried wom en entering the la b o r m arket became so great that they 
cou ld  increase the p ro p o rt io n  o f  wom en am ong the w hole  labor force.

T h e  num bers o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed  m arried  wom en increased at an u n - 

precendented rate in  the 60’s and in the 70’s. M a rrie d  wom en have thus form ed  a 
rem arkable source o f  la b o r, especially d u rin g  these decades. O ne can assume that 
this process has had a great im pact on fa m ily  life , w h ich  thus p ro b a b ly  form ed a 
basis fo r  change in  the 60’s.

M arriage  scarcely ever prevents F inn ish  wom en from  w o rk in g  outside the home 
any m ore. N ow adays not even ch ild ren  prevent the m other from  being g a in fu lly  
em ployed . F igu re  1 shows that in  1950 the increase in  the num ber o f  ch ild ren  in  the

F i g u r e  1. Th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed m arried m others o f  a ll m ar­
ried  m others b y  the num ber o f  ch ild ren in  urban m unicipalities, 
1950— 75.
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fa m ily  s till c le a rly  decreased the m other’ s w o rk  outside the hom e. In  1960 the situa­
tio n  was basica lly  the same as in  1950, w ith  the d ifference, how ever, that the p ro p o r­
tio n  o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed m others increased in  fam ilies o f  every size. B y  1970 the 
situation  had changed decisively and still m ore so b y  1975; the increase in  the 
num ber o f  ch ild ren  in  the fa m ily  caused p ractica lly  no decrease in  the p ro p o rtio n  
o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed m others. Instead, the age o f  the youngest ch ild  s till influences 
the w illingness o f  m others to  w o rk . In  1975, 61 %  o f  m others w ith  ch ild ren  under 
school age (0— 6 years) were g a in fu lly  em ployed ; the p ro p o rt io n  o f  g a in fu lly  
em ployed m others w ith  the youngest ch ild  7— 15 years o ld  was 75 % ,  and w ith  the 
youngest ch ild  over 15 years o ld , 55 % .  In  1979, a lready 74 °7o o f  the m others o f  
ch ild ren  under school age w orked  fo r  pay, accord ing  to  the results o f  the tim e- 
budget study made b y  the C e n tra l Statistical O ff ic e .

In  1920 the frequency o f  the em ploym ent o f  m arried w om en h a rd ly  varied at all 
in d iffe ren t social classes, when class position  is defined b y  the husband’s occupa­
t io n . T h e  percentages were close to  the average o f  a ll m arried w om en, i.e . 10 °Io. 
T he re  were p ra ctica lly  no differences in  1950, either. A m o n g  the w ives o f  em ployers 
37 °7o were g a in fu lly  em ployed, the p ro p o rtio n  am ong the w ives o f  adm in istra tive 
and clerica l employees was 36 °/o and am ong the w ives o f  w orkers , 38 °7o. In  1960 
the p rop ortion s  o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed wives in  towns were as fo llo w s : am ong the 
w ives o f  upper adm in istra tive  and clerical em ployees 41 °7o, am ong the w ives o f  
low e r adm in istra tive and clerical employees 47 % ,  am ong the w ives o f  w orkers 
46 °7o, and am ong the w ives o f  managers 34 °Jo. O n ly  the last-m entioned sm all g roup  
form ed an exception: the w ives o f  managers were less often g a in fu lly  em ployed than 
a ll m arried  wom en on the average. T h u s  the bourgeois fa m ily  life  pattern is m ore 
typ ica l am ong fam ilies w ith  h igh  salaries and h igh  social status. T h is  k in d  o f  life  
pattern is not the rule , how ever. In  this g ro u p , also, the em ploym ent o f  w ives has 
become m ore com m on, though  m ore s lo w ly  than in  other groups. W e  have no good 
statistics fo r  the year 1970, but accord ing  to  some studies the em ploym ent o f  wives 
has increased in  a ll social classes, a lthough  most am ong the wives o f  m iddle-salaried 
husbands (U u s ita lo  1975, 123). A  sm all w ea lthy part o f  the popu la tion  practices to 
some extent even to d a y the tra d itio n a l sexual d iv is io n  o f  la b o r, accord ing  to  w h ich  

the w om an ’s place is in  the hom e.
T h e  em ploym ent o f  m arried wom en is s tro n g ly  related to  the tim es. I t  has 

become m ore com m on in  every social g roup  and its prevalence has been rather even. 
T h e  process was, how ever, most rap id  in  the 60’s and 70’s, when the need fo r  labor 
was also greatest. It  was rather easy to  d raw  m arried wom en in to  the labo r m arket, 
because a lready at the beginn ing o f  this century the em ploym ent o f  wom en was 
a lm ost as com m on as it was ju s t after the last w ar. T h is  was because o f  the low  m ar­
riage rate at the beginn ing o f  the 20th century. In  1910, 39 %  o f  a ll the g a in fu lly  
em ployed outside agricu ltu re  were w om en. In  1920 the p ro p o rtio n  o f  wom en was 
41 % ,  and it stayed on this level u n til 1960 (Ja llin o ja  1976, 37). A  g a in fu lly  
em ployed w om an, though  she was most often  unm arried , became a fa m ilia r and 
thus g rad u a lly  accepted phenom enon. A lth o u g h  the em ploym ent o f  m arried wom en 
was not fu lly  accepted am ong the p opu la tio n  in the 50’s, the em ploym ent o f  m arried
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wom en became m ore and m ore com m on. A ttitu d e s  changed ve ry  c le a rly  in  the late 
sixties, when we had a ve ry  liv e ly  debate in F in lan d  about equa lity  between the sexes. 

O ne o f  the p a rticu la r demands concerning this equality  was the rig h t o f  m arried 
wom en to  w o rk  outside the hom e. W om en themselves were especially active in ad­
vocating  th is righ t.

A lth o u g h  the em ploym ent o f  wom en was a lready rather com m on at the begin­
ning o f  this century, it was still m ore f irm ly  connected to  the fa m ily  than was the case 
w ith  men. T h is  is understandable, because the fa m ily  had fo r  a long tim e form ed 
the m ost im p o rta n t life  area fo r  w om en. In  agricu ltu re  wom en have been called 
» fa m ily  w o rk e rs ». T h is  concept is characteristic: the w om an was also seen as an 
em ployed person connected to  the fa m ily , and not as an independent em ployer (self- 
em ployed w o rke r) as her husband was seen. A t  the same tim e she was considered 
her husband’s helper. T h is  long tra d itio n  became a m odel fo r  a great deal o f  wage 
w o rk .

W e  meet the same k in d  o f  s ituation  am ong servants as we found  in  agricu lture . 
In  the latter h a lf  o f  the last century h a lf o f  the g a in fu lly  em ployed wom en in  towns 
were servants (Ja llin o ja  1976, 39). Servants w orked in  fam ilies and thus the fa m ily  
form ed the w o rk  co m m u n ity  fo r  these w om en. In  hand icra ft fam ilies the w ife  very  
o ften  w orked  as an assistant to  her husband, becom ing so fa m ilia r w ith  the jo b  that 
she cou ld  inherit the rig h t to  the jo b  after her husband’s death. She d id  not, 
how ever, have the r ig h t to  an independent trade du rin g  her husband’s life tim e 
(K alenteri . . . 1894, 21 and 105). In  restaurants and cafés and also in  trade, wom en 
were often  in  the pos ition  o f  a servant; they often  lived w ith  the ir em p loyer’ s fa m ily , 
fo rm in g  w ith  this fa m ily  a rather f irm  w o rk  co m m u n ity . Even  in  some state occupa­
tions fem ale w orkers had to  spend part o f  the ir w o rk  tim e as servants (K o ti ja  
yhteiskunta 1890). Besides these fam ily -re la te d  occupations, wom en had paid w o rk  
at hom e, to o . So-called hom e m anufactu ring  was still re la tive ly  com m on at the 
beginn ing o f  this century (V o io n m a a  1905, 27). In  this w ay w om en ’s w o rk , a lthough 
it has been pa id , has also been characterized b y  a connection to  either the w om an ’s 
o w n  o r some other fa m ily . T h e  fa m ily  has in  one w a y o r another form ed  the 
w om an ’s w o rk in g  co m m u n ity .

P a rt-tim e  w o rk  must also be seen as a sym ptom  o f  the close connection fo r  
wom en between w o rk  and the fa m ily . I t  a llow s wom en responsib ility  fo r  housework 
m ore surely than does fu ll-t im e  w o rk . In  1975 25 %  o f  fem ale pa rt-tim e w orkers had 
chosen p a rt-tim e  w o rk  because they cou ld  thus better com bine paid w o rk  and 
housework (C e n tra l Statistical O ff ic e  1976, 18). P a rt-tim e  w o rk , how ever, is less 
com m on in  F in lan d  than in  most other capitalist countries. In  1979 12 %  o f  a ll ga in ­
fu lly  em ployed wom en were w o rk in g  pa rt-tim e . T he  corresponding p ro p o rtio n  
am ong men was 1 % . F inn ish  wom en are thus, f irs t, ve ry  co m m o n ly  g a in fu lly  
em ployed , w ith  this ap p ly in g  also to  m arried w om en, and secondly they m ostly 
w o rk  fu ll-t im e . T h e y  do not have great possibilities fo r  co m bin in g  ch ild  care and 
w o rk , because most wom en are wage w orkers outside the hom e. T h e  change which 
occurred in  the 60’s and 70’s concerned, above a ll, wom en w ith  fam ilies. T h e ir  life



13

pattern is n o w  dom inated b y  fu ll-t im e  salaried w o rk . T h e  tim e spent in  the fa m ily  

is now  lim ited  fo r  wom en also to  evenings, week-ends and ho lidays.

M arriage  and the fa m ily

Th e  debate about equality  w h ich  arose in  the late sixties meant that m ore atten­
tio n  was paid to  m arriage. A s  a result o f  this debate in  1970, the G overnm ent 
appointed a com m ittee to  prepare a proposal fo r  a new m arriage law . T h e  co m m it­
tee fin ished its w o rk  in  1972. T h e  attitudes o f  the com m ittee were presented in  the 
report and one can fin d  that these were ve ry  close to  the ideas presented b y  Associa ­
tio n  9, w h ich  was the leading organ iza tion  in  the sex ro le  debate. T h e  tendency 
tow ards lib e ra liza tion  expressed itse lf in  the demands fo r  fa c ilita tin g  the d ivorce 
process. T h e  cla im  was based on the v iew  that the em otiona l function  has become 
m ore im portan t in m odern m arriage (A v io liitto la k ik o m ite a  1972, 48). In  add ition  

the com m ittee was fa ith fu l to  other attitudes o f  the sixties: it pointed out the role 
o f  the state as guarantor o f  successful m arriages. T he  report o f  the com m ittee thus 
contained the tw o  elements w h ich  dom inated the ideo logica l debate in the 60’s; on 
one hand, in d iv id u a l freedom  o f  choice was em phasized, but on the other hand state 
in tervention  was demanded.

A  new m arriage law  has not yet come in to  being. In  spite o f  th is, F inn ish  m ar­
riages have changed. In  the fo llo w in g  pages we exam ine some o f  the changes which 

we consider to  have had an im pact on F inn ish  fa m ily  life .

Because m arriage is s till the most im portan t found ation  fo r  the fa m ily , we first 
exam ine changes in  m arriage rates d u rin g  this century. F igu re  2 shows that the p ro ­
p o rtio n  o f  ever-m arried in the age g rou p  35— 39 years has varied  re la tive ly  s tro n g ly . 
T h e  m arriage rate was ve ry  lo w  d u rin g  the firs t three decades. T h is  was especially 
true in  towns and fo r  w om en. But men, to o , rem ained rather co m m o n ly  single. In  
1920, when the m arriage rate was at its low est, the p ro p o rtio n  o f  ever-m arried 
am ong wom en in  tow ns was o n ly  57 °7o and am ong men 65 % .  T h is  evidence leads 
us to  suppose that some factors had really  made it m ore d iff ic u lt  to  set up a fa m ily  
at the beginn ing o f  this century. T h e  s ituation m ay have been caused b y  a societal 
change w h ich  weakened the econom ic precond itions fo r  setting up a fa m ily . T h is  
tendency was also strengthened b y  the re la tive ly  com m on em ploym ent o f  young  
wom en. T h e  F inn ish  fa m ily  experienced in that w ay a rather peculiar re vo lu tion  at 
the beginn ing o f  this century; in  tow ns, especially, a good part o f  the popu la tion  
was deprived o f  the p o ss ib ility  o f  setting up a fa m ily .

T h e  m arriage rate became h igher after the Second W o r ld  W a r. T h e  same kind  
o f  tendency was seen in a ll N o rd ic  countries, but in F in lan d  the change was most 
m arked, because m arriage rates before the W a r were on such a low  level. I t  is p ro b ­
able that the change in  m arriage rates was connected w ith  econom ic g ro w th  and the 
increase o f  m o b ility . In  any case, the result was that most people cou ld  set up a 

fa m ily .



F i g u r e  2. T h e  p ro p o rt io n  o f  ever m arried in  the age g ro u p  35— 39 in  towns 
1900— 1975.

%
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T h e  prevalence o f  m arriage meant that a large p ro p o rt io n  o f  g a in fu lly  em ployed 
wom en were m arried. I t  was, perhaps, im possib le to  g ive up the use o f  fem ale labo r, 
so that when the num ber o f  unm arried  wom en declined, it was necessary to  tu rn  to 
m arried wom en on the labo r m arket. W e must thus consider that the frequency o f  
the unm arried state at the beginn ing o f  this century, and especially the strong 
prevalence o f  m arriage a fter the W a r  are essential h istorica l features in  F in lan d  
w hich  b rough t about the re la tive ly  early  em ploym ent o f  m arried wom en.

D ivo rce  began to  increase at about the same tim e that m arriage began to  become 
m ore frequent. I t  is p robab le that these phenom ena were connected w ith  the same 

process. T h e  firs t cu lm ination  was reached ju st after the W o r ld  W a r, when m any 
w ar-tim e m arriages were d issolved. A f te r  that, the num ber o f  d ivorces declined. 
T h is  new level lasted u n til the end o f  the 60’s. In  this respect we can regard this 
period  as qu ite  stable. A  change occurred at the tu rn  o f  the seventies, when the 
num ber o f  d ivorces began to  increase. T h is  tendency continued d u rin g  the 70’s. F o r  
the fa m ily , this period  can be considered unstable. T h e  d isso lu tion  o f  m arriages oc­
curred at about the same tim e as societal change was ve ry  strong. E co n o m ic  g ro w th  
d id  not at th is tim e guarantee the m aintenance o f  the fa m ily ; it  guaranteed high m ar­
riage rates, but not the m aintenance o f  the m arriages. T h e  idea o f  easing the d ivorce  
process, presented in  the report o f  the m arriage law  com m ittee, was thus based on 
the real s ituation , i.e . on the actual prevalence o f  d ivorce.
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T h o u g h  d ivorce became m ore frequent, the num ber o f  one-parent fam ilies d id  
not increase. In  m any cases d ivorced  people entered a new m arriage. M en have 
entered a new m arriage s ligh tly  m ore often  than w om en have. T h a t is w h y  wom en 
have rem ained m ore often  alone o r  w ith  ch ild ren than men have. In  1975, in  the age 
g rou p  20— 49 years, there were 42,300 lone w idow ed  o r d ivorced  men and fathers 
w ith  ch ild ren . T h e  respective num ber o f  wom en was m uch h igher, 133,800. T he  
num bers show that the d isso lution  o f  m arriage, now  m ostly  th rou gh  d ivorce  am ong 
people under 50 years o f  age, means liv in g  alone o r  in  single -parenthood m ore often 
fo r  wom en than fo r  men.

A lth o u g h  m arriage is s till the m ost com m on fou n d atio n  fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f  the 
fa m ily , cohab iting  has become m ore frequent. In  1978, accord ing  to  a survey, 5 % 
o f  a ll people over 15 years o f  age live  w ith  the ir partners w ith o u t fo rm a l m arriage. 
13 %  o f  the same popu la tion  has at some tim e in  the ir lives had experience o f  this 
k ind  o f  cohab iting  (A ro m a a  et al. 1979, 47). C o h a b itin g  is m ore com m on am ong 
you n g  people and these alliances genera lly last a rather short tim e. It  is com m on that 
they end w ith  the fo rm a liza tio n  o f  the partnership , i.e . w ith  m arriage. A c c o rd in g  
to  another study, cohab iting  became ve ry  com m on am ong yo u n g  people in  the 70’s. 
In  Tam pere (a c ity  w ith  150,000 inhabitants), 58 °/o o f  a ll couples w h o  announced 
the ir banns in  1975 had the same address, w h ich  has to  be interpreted as cohab iting  
(S ihvo  1976, 55). C o h a b itin g  does n o t seem to  d iffe r  fro m  fa m ily  life  based on fo r ­
m al m arriage; the life  patterns are ve ry  s im ila r. Instead, it can be assumed to  reflect 
the abandonm ent o f  control form alities prevailing in society and in that way also 
the privatization o f  m arriage.

T h e  structure o f  the fa m ily

T h e  changes o ccu rrin g  in  the rates o f  m arriage and d ivorce have influenced the 
structure o f  households. Besides these factors, the d ifference in  the average life  span 
o f  men and o f  wom en has an effect on the extent o f  liv in g  alone am ong o ld  people. 
Because the mean life  expectancy o f  men in  1975 was m uch low er (68 years) than 
that o f  wom en (77 years), there are m uch m ore w idow s than w idow ers in  the p opu la ­
tio n .

T ab le  2 shows the p ro p o rtio n  o f  households o f  various types in  the w hole  coun ­
try .

T h e  most com m on type o f  household has been a fa m ily  w ith  parents and 
ch ild ren . T h e  p ro p o rt io n  o f  these fam ilies has declined, how ever. T h is  has not been 
caused b y  the decline o f  m arriage rates, but b y  the strong increase in  the num ber 

o f  men and wom en liv in g  alone.
N o t a ll couples consist o n ly  o f  the nuclear fa m ily . Some households also include 

one o r m ore relatives. Extended fam ilies were earlier rather com m on in  areas o f  
p rim itive  agricu ltu re . T h is  was also the case in  F in la n d , where extended fam ilies 
were m ore com m on in the eastern parts o f  the co u n try . The re , s lash -and -burn  re-
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m ained an im portan t m ethod o f  cu ltiva tio n  later than in western parts o f  F in lan d  
(V o io n m a a  1969, 430). In  a dd itio n , extended fam ilies were met w ith  m ore often  in 
ta r-b u rn in g  areas (Y lika n ga s  1976, 270). T h e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  households 200 years 
ago w ith  tw o  o r m ore fam ilies cou ld  reach in  some m unicipalities as h igh  a percen­
tage as 40 °7o o f  a ll households (Ja llin o ja  1976, A p p e n d ix  17).

T  a b 1 e 2. T h e  p ro p o rtio n o f  households o f  various types, 1950— 1975.

1950 I960 1970 1975
Type of household % % % %

Couple without children 15,5 15.8 17.4 17.9
Couple and children 52.2 51.4 48.2 45.3
Mother and children 12.1 9.8 8.8 8.6

Woman living alone 12.6 14.7 16.7 18.4
Father and children 2.0 1.5 1.3 1.4
Man living alone 5.6 6.8 7.5 8.5

A ll households 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

T a b l e  3. T h e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  extended fam ilies (fam ilies w ith  relatives) o f  all 
fam ilies, 1970 and 1975.

1970 1975
urban rural urban rural

% % % %

Province of Uusimaa 7.9 10.8 4.5 8.0

Province of Turku and Pori 6.5 14.8 4.7 9.0

Province of Häme 7.0 14.5 4.9 9.5

Province of Kymi 12.9 20.9 5.9 16.9

Province of Mikkeli 17.2 22.3 5.6 17.1

Province of Pohjois-Karjala 9.7 18.0 7.6 13.9

Province of Kuopio 11.3 22.7 7.7 17.0

Province of Keski-Suomi 8.8 17.3 5.8 13.2

Province of Vaasa 7.8 17.2 6.1 12.9

Province of Oulu 15.0 18.4 6.5 13.9

Province of Lappi 8.4 16.5 6.9 12.4

The whole country 9.9 16.6' 5.3 12.2'

1 Including servants living in the employer’s household. Their number is small, however.

T h e  most com m on extended fa m ily  type in the 70’s consisted o f  the nuclear fa m i­
ly  and one re lative. In  1975, 80 °Io o f  a ll extended fam ilies were o f  this type. Th e  
rem ainder m o stly  had tw o  fam ilies in  the same household. In  both years the p ro p o r­

tio n  o f  extended fam ilies was greater in  the countryside than in tow ns.
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T h e  p ro p o rt io n  o f  extended fam ilies has ve ry  m uch decreased. T h e  change is 
rem arkable when we rem em ber that here we are exam in ing a period  o f  o n ly  five 
years. Extended fam ilies have become m ore rare in  eastern F in la n d , to o , but s till the 
phenom enon has rem ained m ore com m on there than in western F in lan d . Extended 
fam ilies have remained m ore persistently in fo rm er burn t-c learing  areas, even at a 
tim e when the p rod u ctio n  m ethods no longer necessarily fa vo r extended fam ilies 
w ith  a large labor poo l.

T h e  nuclear fa m ily  has become m ore com m on also in  the sense that households 
now  m ore often  have no ’outsiders’ . T h e  lodger system was quite com m on am ong 
w orkers at the tu rn  o f  the century. F o r  instance, in  H e ls in k i, in  a w o rk in g  class part 
o f  to w n , 45 °7o o f  w o rk in g  class fam ilies had let a part o f  a roo m  to  a lodger in  1900. 
M ost o f  the lodgers lived  in  the same roo m  as the host fa m ily . T h e  situation  was 
considered n orm a l, because most o f  the w orkers had m oved fro m  the countryside, 
where servants and the ir em ployer fam ilies had in  m any cases lived  together (W a ris  
1973, 175— 176). Servants were another group  o f  outsiders in  the fa m ily . E a rlie r it 

was norm al that the servant lived  in  the em p loyer’s household. In  1950, about 60 
%  ( i.e . 23,275) o f  a ll servants still lived  in  the em p loyer’s household. T h e  p ro p o rtio n  
declined ve ry  m uch in  the 60’s; b y  1970, servants liv in g  w ith  the em p loyer’s 
household had declined to  22 °Io ( i.e . 6,595). B y  1975 the ir p ro p o rtio n  had fu rther 
declined, to  10 °7o ( i.e . 1,820). T h e  result o f  a ll these tendencies has been that the 
fa m ily  consists m ore and m ore often  sole ly o f  a nuclear fa m ily .

C h ild re n

T h e  care o f  ch ild ren  is o ften  m entioned as the firs t fu n ction  o f  the fa m ily . 
Societal developm ent has also affected this fu n ctio n , though perhaps not to  such an 
extent as cou ld  be assumed on the basis o f  the rap id  change d u rin g  the last fifteen 
years. T h e  num ber o f  ch ild ren  in  the fa m ily  declined, not in  the 50’s, but in  the 60’s 

and 70’s.

T a b l e  4. T h e  average num ber o f  ch ild ren  under 18 years in  a ll fam ilies w ith  
ch ild ren in  1950— 75.

Urban Rural
municipalities municipalities

1950 1.90 2.41
1960 1.95 2.49
1970 1.83 2.17
1975 1.69 1.93

T h e  facto r w h ich  made the num ber o f  ch ild ren  in the fa m ily  still rem ain so high 
in  1960 was the baby boom  o f  the late 40’s. T h e  average num ber o f  ch ild ren in  the

2
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fa m ily  began to  decline in  the 60’s. T h e  tendency has been the same in  both towns 
and ru ra l areas. T h e  differences between urban and ru ra l m un icipalities have 
become sm aller, a lthough  they still exist.

T h e  changes in  fe rt ility  rates (F ig u re  3) are im po rtan t fo r  the analysis o f  F inn ish  
society. T h e  m ost crucia l fact there is the b a b y boom  in  the late 40’s. T h is  created 
so-called »la rg e  age classes». I t  is essential to  notice that this phenom enon was 
characteristic m a in ly  o f  the ru ra l m un icipalities. These age classes in  the countryside 
were the source o f  the great m ig ra tion  in  the 60’s. W hen  you n g  people m oved to  
tow ns, there were fewer and fewer fam ilies in  the countryside to  g ive b irth  to  
ch ild ren , and that is w h y  the decrease in  the fe r t ility  rate in  ru ra l areas was so drastic 
com pared to  urban areas. A t  the end o f  the 60’s the fe r t ility  rate was on  so lo w  a 
level that the net reproduction  rate rem ained under one. T h is  means that the 
new born  g irls  cannot in  tu rn  replace the ir m others as reproducers o f  new life . Th is  
period , w h ich  has lasted r ig h t up to  the present, can be considered crucia l in  the 

h is to ry  o f  F inn ish  fa m ily  life .
T h e  great m a jo rity  o f  ch ild ren are born  in to  a fa m ily  w ith  tw o  parents. Three 

periods can be found  in  the rates o f  b irths outside m arriage. T h e  firs t consists o f  
the years 1945— 51, when the p ro p o rtio n  o f  these b irths am ong all live  b irths was 
rather h igh . T h is  can be interpreted b y  the W a r having  created uncertain c ir -

F i g u r e  3. N et re pro du ction  rates in  urban and ru ra l m unic ipalities, 1945—  
1977.
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cumstances. In  the 50’s and the greatest part o f  the 60’s b irths outside o f  w edlock 
were rather rare. T h is  period  can be considered stable. A  new increase occurred in 
the 70’s. A  great part o f  the exp lanation  o f  this phenom enon is the frequency o f  co­
hab iting . T h is  means that ch ild ren born  out o f  w edlock as a m atter o f  fact live 
in  fam ilies w ith  tw o  parents. B irths outside m arriage are not now  a sym ptom  o f  
in s ta b ility  o r  som ehow bad circum stances, but a sym ptom  o f  the p riva tiza tio n  o f  
m arriage and other hum an contacts.

T h o u g h  most ch ild ren are bo rn  in to  fam ilies and m ost ch ild ren also live in 
fam ilies, some ch ild ren are ob liged to  live  under institu tiona l care. T h e  num ber o f  
ch ild ren  liv in g  in  d iffe ren t kinds o f  institu tions has always been sm all, however. In  
1960, 0.6 %  o f  ch ild ren under 15 years were in  institu tiona l care. In  1976 the p ro p o r­
tio n  was about 0.5 % .

T h e  tendency has been that fewer and fewer ch ild ren are separated fro m  their 
parents. A n o th e r im portan t fact is that about h a lf  the ch ild ren w ho cannot live w ith  
the ir parents have been placed in  other fam ilies. T h is  has been the s ituation after 
the Second W o rld  W a r. B efore the W a r the p ro p o rtio n  o f  ch ild ren liv in g  in  foster 
care was much h igher. T h a t must be interpreted b y  the fact that fam ilies are no 
longer so eager to  take charge o f  ch ild ren not the ir ow n . T h is  m ay be one side o f  
the phenom enon that the nuclear fa m ily  has become the center o f  fa m ily  id eo lo gy; 
there is no room  fo r  outsiders in  the fa m ily . T h is  is the case in  spite o f  the im p ro ve ­
ment in  liv in g  cond itions, w h ich , how ever, have im proved  the possibilities o f  
fam ilies to  take care o f  the ir ow n  ch ild ren.

T h e  above m aterial proves that ch ild ren  are an essential part o f  the fa m ily  and 
that the m a jo r ity  o f  ch ild ren live in  the ir ow n fam ilies. T h e  o n ly  th ing  w h ich  has 
changed is the average num ber o f  ch ild ren in  the fa m ily . T h is  is not an un im portant 
facto r, but its consequences to  the fa m ily  life  pattern cannot be described b y  
statistics. The re  is still one th ing  w h ich  is supposed to  have changed d u rin g  recent 
decades, and that is the d a ily  care o f  ch ild ren. T h e  basis fo r  this supposition  is the 
increasing em ploym ent o f  m others.

T h e  m ost essential feature o f  the sexual d iv is ion  o f  labo r has been the fact that 
wom en have m a in ly  been responsible fo r  the care o f  small ch ild ren . T he  most 
natura l care g iven has been a c h ild ’s ow n  m other, because the m other has breast-fed 
the ch ild . T h is  has not, how ever, meant that the m other has always been the o n ly  
one w ho has taken care o f  her ch ild ren . A  d iv is ion  o f  labo r has also appeared in 
this respect. A c c o rd in g  to  arch ive m ateria l, people w ho to ok  care o f  sm all ch ildren 
in  F inn ish  ru ra l areas at the end o f  the last century, were, besides the m other, the 
g randm other, sister o r sometimes bro ther o f  the ch ild  and a you n g  nurse. Th e  d iv i­
sion o f  la b o r was thus arranged inside the fa m ily , and its function  was to  release 
the m other fo r  agricu ltu ra l w o rk , w h ich  was heavier than ch ild  care. I f  the ch ild  
needed breast-feeding, the m other cou ld  do this in between w o rk in g .

A lth o u g h  the c h ild ’s ow n  m other was not the o n ly  one tak in g  care o f  the ch ild , 
she had m a jo r responsib ility fo r  p rov id in g  care. W hen wage labor became m ore com ­
m on, it was men w ho were firs t em ployed. M others stayed at hom e. T h is  was the 

new fo rm  o f  the sexual d iv is io n  o f  labo r and it continued u n til the 50’s. In  connec­



tio n  w ith  this sexual d iv is ion  o f  la b o r, we w ill firs t have a lo o k  at the frequency w ith  
w h ich  m others have taken care o f  the ir ch ild ren  themselves. T h e  changes in  this

respect can be seen in  T a b le  5.
M others have taken fu ll-t im e  care o f  the ir ow n  ch ild ren ( =  not been em ployed) 

ve ry  co m m o n ly  in  the 50’s and quite freq uently  also in  the 60’s. In  the 50’s the m ain 
reason fo r  this s ituation  was that the p ro p o rt io n  o f  m others liv in g  b y  agricu ltu re  was 
so h igh . In  such a case, it is rather easy fo r  a m other to  take care o f  her ch ild ren 
th rou gh ou t the day. T h o u g h  the in fo rm a tio n  in  the T ab le  5 is not com parable to 
the other years, it is interesting, how ever, to  see that the p ro p o rtio n  o f  housewives 
became rather h igh  in  1960. T h is  was because the decrease o f  people liv in g  b y  
agricu ltu re  was so strong, and the increase in  the em ploym ent o f  m others was not 
yet so great. B y  1975 the em ploym ent o f  m others had become so h igh  that we can 
now  say that m others leave the ir ch ild ren w ith  someone else fo r  d a ily  care.

T a b l e  5. T h e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  ch ild ren  whose m others are farm w ives, housewives 
and em ployed outside the hom e 1950— 1975.

20

Mothers living House­ Employed All

in agriculture wives mothers
% °7o % %

40.3 40.4 18.3 100.0

(24.7) (47.2) (28.1) (100.0)

15.2 38.1 46.7 100.0

5.31 37.82 56.9 100.0

1 Mother a family worker (mostly in agriculture)
2 This figure is not in the statistics, but has been calculated here by reducing the values of the other 

categories from the total.

C h ild  care became a prob lem  when m others began to  w o rk  outside the hom e. 
T h is  a lready occurred in  the 19th century. I t  was then m o stly  a question o f  single 
m others. O n e  w ay to  solve the p rob lem  o f  ch ild  care was to  use the same means used 
in  agricu ltu re . B ut not all m others had a grandm other o r other re lative in  their 
n e ighborhood . T h e y  d id  not even have enough m oney to  h ire  a servant, though  ser­
vants in  those days were lo w -p a id . In  1909, 15 <7o o f  a ll female m anufacturing  

w orkers used this fo rm  o f  d ay care fo r  the ir ch ild ren.
A lre a d y  in  an early  phase o f  in d u stria liza tion  it was realized that one w ay to  

solve the day care prob lem  was to  establish special institu tions fo r  that purpose. Th e  
firs t kno w n  crèche in  F in lan d  was established in  H e ls in k i in  1861. T h is  and some 
other later-established crèches were organized and supported b y  ch a rity  associa­
tions. T h e  shortage o f  m oney, how ever, made them  sh ort-live d . M ore  f irm ly  
established activities began in  1888. T h e  s ta b ility  o f  the in stitu tion  was based on the 
fact that this k indergarten was the firs t one to  receive an allowance fro m  a special 
sem im unic ipa l association. T h is  was the beginn ing o f  the state and m unic ipa l
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allow ance fo r  the d ay care o f  ch ild ren . S tarting  in  1913 local authorities in  H e ls ink i 
began to  aid k indergartens re gu la rly , and the state granted m oney fo r  kindergartens 
fo r  the firs t tim e in  its 1917 budget. T im e  has shown that the d ay care o f  ch ildren 
is not possible w ith o u t the support o f  the state and local authorities. T h e  costs o f  
day care are ve ry  h igh and they rem ain h igh  because this k ind  o f  a c tiv ity  cannot be 
ra tiona lized  in  the w a y  that, fo r  exam ple, fo o d  p rod u ctio n  can be.

T h e  re lative increase in  state support fo r  d ay care rem ained on a lo w  level d u ring  
the 50’s and the firs t h a lf o f  the sixties. It  began to  increase m ore c learly  after 1966. 
T h e  reason fo r  this s low  increase is p ro b a b ly  the fact that the em ploym ent o f  
m others d id  not increase d ram atica lly  in  1946— 1965. There  were also other 
possibilities w h ich  cou ld  be used in  those days (nurses) and that is w h y  the pressure 
fo r  m ore kindergartens was not so strong. T h e  em ploym ent o f  m others began to  
increase decisively in  the late 60’s, and at the same tim e the possibilities fo r  other 
form s o f  day care d im inished. T h is  ob liged  the state to  react to  the situation , 
especially when wom en themselves began to  dem and the expansion o f  day care 
facilities. T h e  expansion was rea lly  great after the new d ay care law  (1973).

A lth o u g h  the state has increased its econom ic support o f  d ay care and a lthough 
the num ber o f  places in  day care centers has increased (F ig u re  4), especially in  the 
70’s, the p ro p o rtio n  o f  m others w h o  can use this fo rm  o f  day care has not changed 
ve ry  m uch. T h is  is because the num ber o f  em ployed m others has increased at the 
same rate. T h e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  a ll form s o f  d ay care can be seen in  T a b le  6.

T  a b 1 e 6. T h e  p ro p o rt io n  o f  various d ay care form s used b y  em ployed m others 
in  1975.

Day care form %

Day care center (full-time) 11.4
»  (part-time) 13.8

Family day care 39.3
Servant, nurse 10.6
Relative 20.9
Other family member 4.0

100.0

Source: Central Statistical Office: Tilastotiedote, Statistical Bulletin T Y  1976: 13, 15.

Conclusions

A c c o rd in g  to  the data presented above there have been three m ain periods o f  
societal developm ent in F in lan d  after W o rld  W a r I I .  T h e  firs t one was a quite short 
period just after the W a r. It  was characterized b y  the in s ta b ility  o f  the fa m ily . W e 
then had a stable phase o f  about fifteen years, i.e . the fiftie s  and the firs t h a lf o f



F i g u r e  4. F u ll-t im e  places in  d ay care centers per 1000 und er-7 -yea r-o ld  
ch ild ren.
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Source: For the years 1960— 75: O S F X X I  B: 17. Sosiaalihuolto 
1975. Sosiaalihuoltotilaston vuosikirja. Helsinki 1978.
For the years 1976— 78: Tasa-arvoasiain neuvottelukun­
nan Y K :n  naisten vuosikymmentä, v. 1980— 85 koskeva 
ohjelma. Tasa-arvoasiain neuvottelukunta 1980, p. 114.

the sixties. T h o u g h  societal change had already begun, it was fa ir ly  m oderate and 
it contained p ractica lly  no pressure fo r  a change in  fa m ily  life . D u rin g  these years 
fa m ily  life  was quite stable. T h e  th ird  period  began in about 1966 and it consisted 
o f  a ve ry  rap id  change in  both  the societal and fa m ily  sectors. T h e  core o f  the change 
was in  1968— 1972, but in  some sectors the change continued fu rther in to  the seven­

ties. F igu re  5 illustrates these three periods.
T h e  beginn ing, o r  one can also say the source, o f  the rap id  change at the tu rn



F i g u r e  5. Curves expressing the three periods in  the state o f  society in  F in land  
after W o r ld  W a r I I .
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I I I  I I I
Instability Stable Rapid
after the war phase change

   Net reproduction rate in rural municipalities
—  = Net domestic product per capita (1948 = 100)
   The proportion o f married women with income o f all married women
  = Marriages per 1000 inhabitants in urban municipalities
   Illegitimate births o f all live births in urban municipalities
  = index o f cohabiting
  = Full-time places in day care centers per 1000 under-7-year-old children
  = The proportion o f divorces o f all dissolved marriages in urban municipalities

o f  the seventies was the econom ic g ro w th  w h ich  began at the tu rn  o f  the sixties. T h is  
was the basis fo r  the change in the industria l structure: the p rop ortion s  o f  the 
m anufacturing  sector and, even m ore, the service sector began to  increase. T he  
generation w h ich  experiences this change most deeply consisted o f  those yo u n g  peo­
ple w ho were born  in 1946— 50 (the baby b o om ). T h e  baby boom  was m o stly  a ru ra l 
phenom enon. These yo u n g  people m igrated to  tow ns in  1965— 70, when they were 
about 20 years o ld . T h e  extent o f  the m ig ra tion  can be seen in  T a b le  7.
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T a b l e  7. The decrease in each age group in rural municipalities, 1950— 1975.

1 5 - 19 years 20—24 years
Period Men Women Men Women

% % % %

1950— 1955 — 12.4' — 17.7 — 15.8 —4.2
1956—61 — 19.4 —26.1 — 17.3 — 19.3
1960—65 —20.4 —29.9 —23.8 — 19.2
1965—70 —28.7 —37.7 —27.6 —20.9
1970—75 —21.7 —36.3 —25.0 —20.7

1 The figures show how much each five-year age group had declined in five years in rural municipalities.

T h e  statistics show that the greatest m ig ra tion  occurred in  1965— 1970, but the 
m ovem ent fro m  ru ra l m unicipalities continued nearly  as h eav ily  th rou gh  
1970— 1975. W om en m igrated at a younger age than men. I f  we exam ine the age 
cohort 15— 19 fro m  1965 u n til 1975 we can see that d u rin g  the heaviest m igra tion  
no less than h a lf o f  that age group  m oved m a in ly  to  tow ns in  F in lan d  but also to  

Sweden.
Because the largest m ig ra tio n  invo lved  yo u n g  people, setting up a fa m ily  occur­

red in  new circum stances. It  is natura l to  relate the change in  fa m ily  life  patterns 
to  this fa cto r. T h e  o ld  ways o f  choosing a spouse changed. T h e  w ho le  conduct o f  
fa m ily  life  changed. T h e  fa m ily  was no longer the center o f  activ ities. I t  was then 
easy to  adopt a new life  style, to  eat in  restaurants, to  trave l, to  eat ready-m ade 
fo o d , to  d rin k  a lcoho l, etc. A l l  these features became m ore com m on at the tu rn  o f  
the seventies. A l l  these also fo rm  a w ho le , w h ich  we can call a new societal state o r 
atm osphere, w h ich  is expressed b y  a new life  pattern.

W e  can fin d  tw o  m ain tendencies in  the new life  pattern. T o  a great extent they 
are opposites. O n  the one hand we can notice a tendency o f  socia liza tion  o f  m any 
activities th rou gh  the state apparatus and p riva te  capita l. T h is  tendency can also be 
called enlargem ent o f  the public  spheres. O n  the other hand we can fin d  the tenden­
cy  o f  p riva tiza tio n , i.e . m any phenom ena connected w ith  m arriage have become 
m ore and m ore p riva te , and are no  longer so m uch contro lled  b y  the authorities. 
P a rt o f  the p riva tiza tio n  expresses the rise o f  in d iv id u a liza tio n  o r su b je c tiv ity , which 
are n o rm a lly  considered good  (as the righ t o f  the in d iv id u a l). But the ir social conse­

quences have not a ll been w ith o u t disadvantages.
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