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Introduction

With industrialization and the accompanying urbanization great changes have
occurred in the marriage and divorce pattern. An increasingly smaller portion of the
population has remained unmarried. During the first half of the 1900s age at mar-
riage declined. Since the beginning of the 1970s new features have become clearly
evident. The age at marriage has risen, more for men than for women. Living in
a consensual union has become more common among the young. There has been
a strong increase in divorce. Among those who married in 1950 in Finland 18 per-
cent were divorced 30 years later. The same level is being reached all the earlier by
later marriage cohorts. Among those who married in 1970 the same proportion was
already divorced 13 years later. There has been an especially strong increase in di-
vorce during the first year of marriage.

A divorce does not demand, however, that the divorced parties remain single for
the rest of their lives. For many a marital life style continues after a period of va-
rying length, but with another partner, either in the form of a new marriage or a
consensual union.

Remarriage in itself is not anything new. What is new is the background prece-
ding a remarriage. Earlier in about all remarriages one, and often both partners came
from a marriage which had dissolved because of the death of the spouse. Nowadays
a remarriage is almost always preceded by a divorce. One hundred years ago, at the
end of the 1880s, remarriage in Finland composed about 20 percent of all marriages
being contracted (OSF, 1909). In the beginning of the 1980s, the proportion of re-
marriages was 15 percent (OSF, 1982—1986), of which only two percentage units
represented marriages where one partner had been a widow or widower. Some of
the divorced moved in together without getting married.

Gradually, as divorce has become more common, interest in the various aspects
of remarriage has grown. Besides it being naturally worthwhile to be able to clarify
to what extent remarriage occurs and when it occurs in regard to age and divorce,
there is above all interest in the new marriage as a social institution, in many cases
differing from the first marriage. In particular, a family with children, where one
or both parents have been married previously, presents a markedly more many-sided
and complicated network of relationships than the earlier family, while at the same
time it is going through a developmental period different in many respects from what
earlier, broken-up family went through. The new family is born out of a breaking
away process from the earlier family situation and continues with a single-parent stage.
In the new family the roles of family members are changed. Relationships increase
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and become more complex. Different members of the family can have different views
of who belongs to the family, which in turn affects how they see their role and identity.

Internationally speaking, there is relatively little demographic information on re-
marriage, on the persons remarrying and their background. This is probably because,
at least in part, the problems which are specific to remarried persons have not previ-
ously been considered notable or significant. In some countries smaller special stud-
ies concerning remarriage have been made, for example by examining their extent
and related background factors. Usually, the official statistics record the most im-
portant data on remarriage like frequency, age, etc. Only a few countries seem to
have more detailed statistics on remarriage.

Detailed data on remarriage in Finland is also lacking. Data on the length of the
interval between divorce and remarriage is not recorded in the official statistics. Var-
ious background data concerning, for example, how long the previous marriage had
lasted, the existence of children, how many children there are and how old, is not
available. It is also unclear as to what extent the often expressed assumption holds
true that single-parenthood lasts, for a relatively short period, that after divorce peo-
ple quickly remarry or enter a consensual union. If this is the case, it would mean
that children in many cases — except for a short transitional period — live in two-
parent family, although one of the parents has been replaced by someone else.

Objectives and method

The aim of our presentation has been to clarify the structure of remarriage in
Finland. Originally, we hoped to be able to make a study that would not only con-
tain information on the structure and frequency of remarriage but also various types
of background data, which can be considered to have an effect on the remarriage
mechanism: for example, how long the previous marriage lasted or how many chil-
dren the partners had when they remarried. Because of difficulties in obtaining the
necessary material this has not been possible, however. Combining the various regis-
ters was also complicated and it did not seem worthwhile to do so for a small study
like this alone. We have therefore had to be content with basing our work on infor-
mation on remarriage concerning one single year, 1984. We have mainly concentrated
on calculating the interval between divorce and remarriage, the age at remarriage,
and on estimating both the absolute number of remarried persons and their number
in relation to the divorced, the married, and those living in the consensual union.

The interval between remarriage and divorce

Foreign studies seem to show that it is common to remarry during the very first
year after divorce. The same tendency is apparent in our material concerning Fin-
land. In 1984 the proportion of remarried was highest among those who had divorced
the previous year. Among those who divorced between 1975 and 1984 14 percent
of the women and 17 percent of the men divorced in 1983 (Table 1). The longer the
interval between remarriage and divorce the smaller the proportion of divorced per-
sons who remarried in 1984. Only six percent of the men and slightly over seven per-
cent of the women had divorced in 1975. Naturally remarriages occur also among
those who divorced before the ten-year period we examined in the table. Their pro-
portion is relatively small, however: for only 29 percent of all remarried women and
25 percent of all men was there an interval of ten to twenty years before they remarried.
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Among men who were divorced during the ten-year period studied, the median
length of the time passing between divorce and remarriage was 3.7 years.' Among
women the interval was 3.2 years. Men remarry to a greater extent than women but
somewhat later than women.

If the number of remarried persons is calculated in relation to the annual number
of divorces, a picture arises somewhat similar to that in Table 2. The remarriage fre-
quency is highest among men who divorced one year before they remarried, or 69
remarriages per one thousand divorces, for among those who had been divorced for
ten years the number of remarriages had dropped to 23 per thousand and to 7 per
thousand after 20 years (Figure 1).> The remarriage frequency of women follows
mainly that of men. The difference between men and women is greatest among those
who have divorced relatively recently.

The total remarriage frequency

If one assumes that the remarriage pattern during the last few years has been the
same as in 1984, which most probably is not entirely consistent with reality, it is pos-
sible to calculate how large a proportion of a divorced cohort will remarry. If one
thus takes for a fact that each divorced cohort enters a new marriage according to
the pattern presented in Figure 1, one reaches the conclusion that after ten years,
among males 36 percent and among females 34 percent contract a new marriage.
During the following ten years the proportion of remarriages increases but at a much
slower rate. Twenty years after the divorce 43 percent of the men as well as women
will be remarried (Figure 2).

As our material includes all remarriages, we have not been able to separate those
who have been remarried before from those who are remarried for the first time.
The proportion remarried for the second or more time is relatively small, though.
In 1983 the proportion was 10.3 percent for men and 9.8 for women (OSF, 1985,

I The median length of the interval between divorce and remarriage has been calculated for a ficti-
tious cohort. The remarriage proportions on which the calculations are based are presented in Appendix
Table 1 and the method of calculation of the remarriage proportions in Footnote 2.

2 In the following figures and in the appendix tables exhibiting the remarriage pattern of divorce
cohorts, the life table method has been used when calculating the cumulative rate of remarriage. The cu-
mulative remarriage rate, o, is 1—;po Where ;pp = Py P2 Ps - - - Pj is the cumulative proportion of di-
vorced persons not yet remarried, p, stands for the yearly proportion of divorced persons not yet remar-
ried, p, = I—r, where r, represents the yearly remarried as a proportion of the yearly divorced when
the proportion of earlier remarried has been substracted from the current number of divorced or r, =
d, /L —1(dy/lo+ di /L=, do/lg+do/l—)y di/] +dy/lly Ao/l + .o +di /i —Ly di_o/)i_;) where d, is
the number of yearly remarried and I, yearly divorced. Hence it is supposed that every yearly divorce
cohort follows the same pattern as older cohorts, e.g. those divorced in 1980 are supposed to have remar-
ried during the first year of divorce at the same rate as those divorced in 1984, during the second year
as these divorced in 1983, etc. Clearly, the older the cohort the greater the probability that the pattern
diverges from this assumption.

Mortality as a censoring event has not been taken into consideration in the calculations. As the larg-
est part of the remarriages occur at a relatively young age, mortality is, of course, relatively low. If one
starts with the assumption that the average age among those who entered a new marriage is 31 years (1984)
and taking into consideration a period covering 20 years, mortality is so low that it can be disregarded.
For men mortality can be calculated at around three percent, for women at only about one percent. Mor-
tality increases with growing age. Hence it is possible that the figures remarriage frequency are somewhat
too small among the oldest cohorts.
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Table 1. Remarriage frequency and interval between divorce and remarriage

in 1984

Interval Men Women Interval Men Women
Year % %o Year % %

0 1984 12.4 9.2 5 1979 9.8 8.0

1 1983 16.7 14.5 6 1978 12 9.8
2 1982 12.4 12.8 ol 6.9 7.7

3 1981 11.3 10.8 8 1976 6.8 10.1
4 1980 10.7 10.2 9 1975 5.6 7.0

Source: Appendix table 1.

Figure 1. Remarriages in 1984 per 1000 divorces in 1965—1984.
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Table 2. Age at remarriage in 1984.

Age Men Women
—19 - 0.1
20—24 10.9 52
25—29 10.1 19.1
30—34 234 25.8
35—39 26.0 23.7
40—44 15.6 11.7
45—49 10.3 6.6
50—54 6.4 3.9
55—59 3.9 2.1
60— 33 1.88
99.9 100.0

M = 38.0 M. = 350

X = 394 X = 342

N = 3919 N = 3812

The table is based on data from OSF VI A, 1, 150. Population 1984.
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Figure 2. Remarriage frequency for a divorce cohort whose remarriage pattern
is the same as for the remarried of 1984.
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46—47). Figures 1 and 2 therefore represent mainly the remarriage frequency of per-
sons who have been divorced once.

In the 1980s the proportion of marriages where one or both spouses has been
divorced has gone up on the average to 20 percent of all marriages contracted year-

3 Proportion of marriages where one or both spouses have been previously married of all marriages

iy’

contracted
Year
1980
1981
1982
1983

1984

%

23.7
1929
19.7
20.9
20.5
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A picture of the remarriage frequency’s size on an individual basis is provided
by a direct comparison between the number of remarried men and women and the
corresponding total number of people married during one year. This leads to a some-
what lower proportion than if marriages are compared. Among men who entered
marriage during the 1980s an average of over 13 percent annually were divorced.
Among women the corresponding proportion was 12.5 percent.* A comparatively
small proportion of marriages are formed by spouses of whom one or both have
been divorced.

Divorced persons living in consensual unions

A significant share of the divorced live in consensual unions, in part due certain-
ly to our current legislation which does not provide the same benefits to people who
have remarried as to those who are not married. According to the annual labor force
survey (CS, 1985, 1), which uses the random sample method, 11.3 respectively 11
percent of all men and women living in a conjugal union would have been living to-
gether in a consensual union in 1984. Of these 17 percent were divorced men and
21 percent divorced women.

Because we do not know how many people move in together annually without
getting married, it is not possible to find a figure for people living in a consensual
union that would be directly comparable with the number of marriages contracted.
Some sort of a picture of the situation concerning the divorced who have remarried
and the divorced who are living in a consensual union could be reached, if we knew
how many remarried persons there are. This data is missing, however. If one trusts
that the estimate concerning the frequency of remarriage per divorce cohort is cor-
rect, it is possible to estimate the number of divorced persons who have remarried.
Because the calculation in Figure 2 only concerns a 20-year period it is conceivable,
though, that the figure will be somewhat too small.’

According to this method of calculation the propotion of men living in a consen-
sual union would be one-half of the number remarried. Among women the propor-
tion living in a consensual union would be even greater, close to 60 percent. Thus,
one-third of all divorced persons who remarried or are living together without get-
ting married would be living in a conjugal union, which is a significantly larger pro-
portion than that concerning the entire population.

The question remains to be answered of how large a proportion of those who
are divorced annually move in together without getting married. By comparing the
statistics for 1983 with those 1984 we can, of course, find the net increase or de-

4 Proportion of remarried persons of all married persons, according to sex

Year Men Women
% %
1980 12.4 11.3
1981 13.1 12.5
1982 12.9 12.2
1983 13.9 13.1
1984 13.7 13.3

5 In the statistics for 1984 partners in a consensual union who were separated but not divorced were
grouped together with the divorced. In the previous year’s report, where separated and divorced are held
apart, among men 13 percent of the whole group were separated. Among women the corresponding pro-
portion was four percent. Here it has been assumed that the situation was the same in 1984 as in 1983.
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crease, but the statistics in their current form do not answer the question. It can be
assumed, of course, that the formation of consensual unions by divorced persons
is significantly greater than remarriage among the divorced, as the net increase from
1983 to 1984 was already one-third greater than the number remarried. In addition,
there are also those who during the year remarried after a period of consensual un-
ion. How many there are is difficult to clarify with existing data on remarriage and
consensual unions.

Age and remarriage

The average age at divorce in Finland is 37 years for men and 35 for women (OSF,
1985, 51). As remarriage is concentrated around the first year after divorce, one can
also expect the average age of the remarried to be about the same or somewhat high-
er than at the time of divorce. This was also the case in 1984. Among men the aver-
age age was 39 years and among women 34 years. About one-half of both the men
and the women remarry in their thirties (Table 2).

If the remarried are classified according to the partner’s marital status, certain
age differences arise. Among both men and women the median age was, as expected,
lowest among those who remarried a person who had not been married previously,
or 36 years for men and 33 years for women (Table 3). The median age was highest
among those who remarried with a widow, or correspondingly, with a widower, among
men 50 years and among women 48 years.

In general, men were slightly older at remarriage than women. An exception was
made by divorced women who married previously unmarried men. The median age
for these women was 32.4 years and for men 31 years. A closer look at the age distri-
bution in this group shows that the tendency to remarry with a younger man becomes
more common the older the woman is. One can also say that this group is composed
of young men who choose a mature woman. In the youngest age groups the pattern
is just the opposite, the woman is younger than the man.

Foreign studies show that remarriage is most common in the youngest age group.
We have attempted to clarify the situation in Finland by defining how large a pro-
portion of the annually divorced in the various age groups remarried in 1984.

Because we have not extended our examination further than to those who divorced
in 1971, our figures probably underestimate the situation, especially perhaps in the

Table 3. Median age among the remarried in 1984 according to the spouse’s
marital status.

Men remarried to Man’s age Woman’s age

— unmarried 35.8 28.8 N = 2045
— divorced 40.2 37:3 N = 1739
— widow 50.4 48.1 N 138
Woman remarried to

— unmarried 31.0 324 N = 1893
— divorced 40.2 37.3 N = 1736
— widower 55.9 48.1 N 183

See footnote in table 2.
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Figure 3. Remarriage according to age at divorce and age at remarriage
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youngest age groups. We also have not been able to include groups older than the
40—44-year-olds. The extent of our study thus describes the distribution of remarri-
age during the last 14 years with focus on the interval between divorce and remarria-
ge and age at divorce. Contrarily, one can, if assuming that the remarriage pattern
for all cohorts is the same that it has been for the last few decades, project the pat-
tern on various age cohorts and thus obtain their remarriage probabilities. The esti-
mated values are naturally more trustworthy the shorter the interval between divorce
and remarriage.

Our study indicates that remarriage frequency is highest among the youngest age
groups, those in their twenties. Just after the divorce many a new marriage is con-
tracted. After that a decreasing tendency is observable. Towards the end of the peri-
od studied remarriage seems to show a strong increasing tendency. However, one
has to be careful in interpreting the results which the curves exhibit. The small size
of the material makes it susceptible to random variations as the great yearly differ-
ences in remarriage frequency show, at least at the end of the period.

In the later age groups remarrying decreases explicitly with age, but also accord-
ing to the time passed since divorce. In these age groups remarriage is obviously highest
just after the divorce. Among 40—44-year-old women only three percent remarry
the second year after divorce compared with ten percent among the twenty-year-olds.

The difference between men and women is evident. Among men the remarriage
frequency is almost the same in all age groups just after the divorce. After that re-
marrying tends to go down. The decreasing tendency is most marked in the later age
groups. Again the random variations seem to be most obvious in the curve repre-
senting the youngest age group.

A better picture of the total remarriage frequency is given by adding together
the yearly frequencies. Calculated on the basis of 1984s remarriages and the interval
between divorce and remarriage a total of about 50 percent of men aged 20—29 years
should remarry (Table 4). Among 20—24-year-old women the total figure rises even
higher or to over 64 percent, then to drop gradually with age. In the oldest age group,
among the 40—44-year-olds, it was only 18 percent among women and 32 percent
among men.

It is clear that these figures cannot unrestrictedly be used for making an estimate
of years to come since we are, as it seems, going through a period of transition with
continuously increasing consensual unions.

Table 4. Thetotal remarriage frequency per five-year-age group calculated for
a period of 16 years after divorce.

Age Men Women
% %
20—24 527 64.2
25—29 50.9 54.6
30—34 44.0 35.2
35—39 36.3 26.1
40—44 31.8 18.4

Source: Appendix table 2.
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Conclusions

The increased number of divorces has led to an increased number of remarriages.
Family building at remarriage seems in many respects to bear structural features dif-
ferent from those in the more common first marriage. Norms and relationship pat-
terns are different. Because up till now remarriage has formed a relatively small part
of all marriages, official statistics have not been concerned in greater detail with data
related to remarriage.

The aim of our study was a basic examination of the structure of remarriage.
A lack of resources has forced us, though, to lower our aims. Our small material
has not enabled us to create a full picture of remarriage in Finland. Many questions
remain unanswered.

Despite this we have been able to fill in many details in the previously very in-
complete picture of remarriage. We have found that remarriage is very common.
We found that as a total somewhat more than an eighth of all men and women who
married in the 1980s were remarrying. Of all divorced persons about 55 percent re-
married. There are naturally differences between the remarriage frequencies of the
various age groups. The largest frequencies are found in the youngest age groups.
Among 20-year-olds one-half of the men and close to two-thirds of the women re-
marry.

I addition to remarriage, consensual unions have become very common among
divorced persons. On the basis of our calculations the number of divorced persons
living in consensual unions should rise to about one-half the number of remarried.
It remains to be clarified how many divorced persons move in together yearly with-
out marrying.

A central question in our study was to gain an understanding of how long people
were divorced before a new marriage was contracted. Compared with information
from other countries it appears that in Finland people remarry rathet quickly after
their divorce. Among those who entered a new marriage within a 10-year period af-
ter the divorce, one-half of the men and over 40 percent of the women had remarried
during the first three years after their divorce.

Our interest in clarifying the length of the interval between divorce and remar-
riage was dictated mainly by a wish to gain an understanding of to what extent re-
marriage occurs in families with children. In this way, we could see how long single-
parenthood lasts in families with children, to what extent single-parenthood is only
a transitional period of short nature. For technical reasons we were not able to sepa-
rate families with children from those who had no children, so that this important
question still remains to be answered.

As a whole, it appears that remarriage in Finland seems to be just as common
as in Central Europe, but more common than in other Scandinavian countries, ex-
cept perhaps for Norway. We are living in a transitional period, however, where liv-
ing together in consensual unions is becoming all the more common. The data for
the last few years on consensual unions points firmly in this direction.
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Appendix Table 1. Yearly numbers of divorces 1965—1984, number of

Year
0 1984
1 1983
2 1982
3 1981
4 1980
3 1979
6 1978
7 1977
8 1976
9 1975
10 1974
11 1973
12 1972
13 1971
14 1970
15 1969
16 1968
17 1967
18 1966
19 1965
Appendix
Males
Year 0
1984
Age
20—24 1. 18
2 341
3. 5.3
4. 53
25—29 1. 85
2. 1421
3. 6.0
4. 6.0
30—34 1. 118
2. 2106
3. 5.6
4. 5.6
35—39 1. 115
212150
3: 5.3
4. 5.3

remarriages in 1984 by year of divorce, and remar-
riages as a proportion of annual divorces.

Remarriages
Males Females
Number Percent Percent
of of of
divorces Number divorces Number divorces

Yearly Cumul. Yearly Cumul.
9821 506 5.13 5.15 348 3.54 3.54
9770 640 6.91 11.70 562 5.58 8.92
9705 440 5.15 16.25 436 4.94 13.42
9497 369 4.69 20.98 338 4.14 17.01
9464 328 4.44 23.73 305 3.94 20.28
10191 305 4.06 26.83 245 3.09 22.74
10369 215 2.98 29.01 246 3.77 25.76
10107 192 2.85 31.03 216 2.98 27.97
10125 183 2.83 32.98 264 3.80 30.71
9358 131 2.30 34.52 164 2.70 32.58
10019 124 21 35.90 141 2.27 34.11
8831 105 2.10 37.28 124 2.35 35.66
8254 75 1.67 38.30 83 K73 36.79
7175 83 2.19 39.65 84 2.10 38.12
6644 42 1.25 40.40 50 1.40 38.99
5895 42 1.44 41.26 53 F12 40.04
5416 28 1.08 41.90 34 1.24 41.07
5209 18 0.74 42.33 26 1.01 41.67
4856 21 0.94 42.87 27 1.15 42.34
4594 15 0.72 43.28 21 0.97 42.90

Table 2. Remarriages in 1984 by age groups and years of di-
vorce, and as a proportion of annual divorces

Year of divorce

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974 1973 1972 1971

221 22 U3k w20 168ic 22111V 22 13 9 17 11 20
349 357 452 451 458 550 658 742 697 847 823 738 859
66 TN 9 SE3N6D 511 69,66 .49 32 69 6.5 142
116 17 254 310 a3 39.6 43:7 "47.5 50T 51.7 55.0° 57.9 58.7

114 91 90 8 92 72 63 64 S9 36 30 28 19
1506 1575 1636 1678 1910 2215 2208 2501 2513 2551 2198 2041 1589
.0 SN TR RT AN N6 085 5.5 8.7 4.0 144, 5 8.5
13.5 19.3 249 304 35.6 39.2 426 45.7 48.8 50.9 53.0 554 57.9

164 131 115 104 8 63 56 46 28 38 24 14 17
2168 2523 2285 2306 2574 2429 2266 2161 1786 1896 1632 1541 1285
80 60 63 6.1 49 41 42 39 31 42 34 22 35
13.1 18.4 23.5 28.1 31.7 34.5 37.2 39.7 41.5 44.0 45.9 47.1 489
et | it s ekt ok e L A R R - SRS S §
2023 1924 1641 1551 1631 1687 1617 1537 1423 1407 1223 1147 983
BBL RS TS ml Do 4T 30 200 28200 B 0 LT a2
121 1.0 207 245 280 30.2 31.7 33.5 348 363 37.4 38.1 394
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Males
Year

Females
20—24

2529

30—34

3539

40—44

PR

BONS BLUNS BBUNS ALN- AL

0
1984

1
1983

88
1319

12.8

2
1982

56
1347
4.8
17.0

65
881
8.6
21.5

141
1988
8.3
21.3

111
2220
5.6
14.6
67
1721
4.2
12.2

2
1188
2.6
8.4

3
1981

33
1279
3.1
19.6

65
991
8.5
28.2
111
1952
7.4
27.1
72
2152
4.0
18.0
34
1490
2.6
14.5
23
1157
2.2
10.4

1. Remarriages by year of divorces
2. Number of divorces
3. Remarriages as a proportion of annual divorces
4. Cumulative proportion of remarriages (for calculation see p. 39)

4
1980

29
1254
2.9
22.0

16.6
21
1106
2.1
12.3

Year of divorce

5
1979

32
1320
32
24.4

47
1091
7.3
39.3

93
2246
6.6
36.8

59
2382
3.2
242
33
1500
2o 7.
18.8
9
1144
0.9
12.9

6

1978 1977

18
1217
2.0
26.0

57
1249
8.7
44.6

78
2435
57
40.5

57
2297
34
26.8

29
1457
2.5
20.8
13
1131
1.3
14.1

7

21
1213
25
27.8

54
1301
9.6
49.9

76
2498
6.1
44.1

49
2075
3.4
29.3
19
1402
1.8
22.2

9
1064
1.0
15.0

8
1976

16
1086
22
29.3

41
1473
8.2
54.0
79
2714
6.6
47.8
42
1875
34
31.7
22
1370
2.1
23.9

11
930
1.4
16.1

9
1975

11
1029
1.6
30.5

36
1394
10.0
58.6

7
2642

51.6
26
1567
2.6
33.5
13
1234
1.4
25.0

11

1.4
17.3

10
1974

14
1178
1.8
31.8

34
1612
13.5
64.2
50
2682
6.2
54.6
26
1645
2.6
35.2
14
1316
1.5
26.1
11
1034
1.3
18.4

11
1973

1033

33
1501

47
2234
8.8
58.6
24
1517
2.8
37.2

1053
1.2
27.0

897

12
1972

961

21
1381

2078
6.4
61.2
23
1422
3.0
39.1
12
1017
1.7
28.2

843

13
1971

902

35
1426

25
1605
18.0
68.2
10
1119
1.7
40.1

870
1.4
29.2

780



