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A b stract

S w e d is h  im m ig ra t io n  p o lic y  has re c e n tly  c h a n g e d . T h e  p la n  k n o w n  as “W h o le  o f  S w e d e n  S tra t

e g y ” n o  lo n g e r a p p lie s , and  there is  gre a te r fre e d o m  to c h o o se  w he re  o ne liv e s .  M ig ra t io n  is  im p o r 

tant in  the re d is tr ib u t io n  o f  the p o p u la t io n , an d  th u s im m ig ra t io n  p la y s  a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le . In  lig h t  o f  

th is , there are go o d  g ro u n d s fo r fo llo w in g  ho w  c o n ce n tra tio n  and  d isp e rs io n  o f  im m ig ra n t  g ro u p s v a ry , 

both g e o g r a p h ic a lly  a n d  in  tim e .

K e y w o rd s : im m ig ra t io n  p o lic y ,  m ig ra t io n , S w e d e n

Introduction

Due to their rising number, immigrants have becom e more important as regards 
changes in the geographical distribution o f the population in the receiver countries 
(Champion 1994). From a geographical perspective it is therefore very important to 
know about the geographical redistribution o f immigrants once they are settled in their 
new countries.

The literature treating international migration can be divided into two relatively 
separate categories (Cham pion 1994). One focuses on international migration per se, 
while the other primarily deals with minority and integration problems in various coun
tries. H owever, there has been rather little investigation in the international literature 
° f  the link between these two areas: for instance, the outcom e o f international migra
tion in different countries regarding geographical and demographical redistribution o f  
the immigrant population and its effects on the distribution o f  the whole population. 
The beginning o f the 1970s saw a break in the urbanization trends in Sweden, as well 
as the western world, in general. More people m oved away from cities than m oved
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into them. In Sweden this process has been called the “green wave” . During the 1980s, 
however, migration again reversed, and one o f  the main explanations for this is de
mographic changes in which immigrants play a major role. Thus Sweden is one case 
where international migration has acquired more significance in the geographical dis
tribution o f the population.

In this article we address three components o f  immigration:
-  immigration to Sweden,
-  the special distribution o f  immigrants in the country,
-  the redistribution o f  the various immigrant groups.
Our aim is to analyze the distribution o f  different immigrant groups in the country 

in terms o f concentration and dispersion. Our hypothesis is that the reason for im m i
gration, the policy prevailing in Sweden, the time spent in the country o f immigration 
and the size o f  the immigrant group all influence geographical redistribution o f im m i
grants. The study is operationalized by a classification o f the different immigrant groups. 
It distinguishes som e o f  the above-m entioned factors which differ between different 
immigrant groups. The hypothesis has been broken down into the follow ing questions: 
Are there differences between labor immigrants (guest workers) and refugees in their 
residential patterns? How does the residential pattern change in terms o f  concentra
tion and dispersion when the immigrant group grows larger? Has the immigration and 
refugee policy o f  the late 1980s affected the residential patterns o f  immigrants in terms 
o f concentration and dispersion on the municipal and regional levels? T o measure this 
we have used the H oover Index (H oover 1941), an established device within tradi
tional population geography (Isard 1960; Duncan et al. 1961; Vining and Strauss 1977). 
A s with several segregation measures, this index basically measures dissimilarities. 
The difference between com m only used measures o f  concentration based on a pro
portion o f  the population -  for exam ple, several measures o f  segregation -  is that the 
H oover Index is spatially proportional, that is, it measures the differences between the 
relative distribution o f the population and the relative distribution o f geographic area 
between, for exam ple, municipalities. One advantage o f  the Index is its dependence 
on the geographic level on which the measure o f  the population is made. By using the 
Index on different geographical levels, we not only obtain a picture o f the extent to 
which the population is concentrated and dispersed, but also whether the geographic 
redistribution on one geographic level agrees with the geographic redistribution on an
other. The geographical units that will be used in this study are Swedish municipali
ties and provinces

International m igration  and its im pact on im m igration  to Sw eden

A t present, media attention and scientific discussion are highly focused on inter
national migration (Castles and M iller 1993; Collinson 1993; Fassmann and Münz 1994; 
King 1993; Salt 1992, 1993). Nevertheless, two areas in international migration re
search have largely landed outside both the public and scientific discussion. The first 
area concerns the link between international migration and minority problem s, i.e. the 
effects o f  migration on population distribution, structure and developm ent -  areas that 
are little researched. In Sweden, migration during the 1980s has meant a great deal 
for the recent positive population developm ent in many municipalities (Andersson  
1993). The second area has to do with moving between socioeconom ically similar states 
(the migration o f highly educated people), which has long been overshadowed by more 
dramatic immigration (G ould 1988). In Sweden during recent years, about one-fourth  
o f  all immigrants belonged to this group.

One way to describe the developm ent o f  the total immigration has been presented
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by W hite (1 9 9 3 ), who argues that there have been three waves o f  immigration to the 
northwestern European industrial nations after the Second W orld W ar. The first, dur
ing the 1950s and 1960s, was com posed o f an immigration o f  labor, partly as a result 
o f active recruitment in southern Europe. The second wave, which peaked during the 
1970s, was dominated by family-related immigration -  usually women and children 
related to the already arrived labor force from southern Europe. Up to the middle o f  
the 1970s, immigrants mainly came from southern European countries. H ow ever, the 
situation changed after the last half o f  the 1970s, and the third wave o f immigrants to 
industrialized countries was dominated by refugees from many scattered regions o f  
the world. This third phase is also marked by a sometim es explosive increase o f refu
gee migration.

This global development model generally reflects the various phases o f  immigra
tion to Sweden. H owever, an important part o f  the latter lands somewhat outside o f  
this three-wave pattern because o f  the com m on Nordic labor market, a large part o f  
the labor force needed in Sweden was recruited from Finland (Häggström  et ai. 1990). 
Already in the 1950s and 1960s the political situation in eastern Europe caused large 
groups o f  refugees to flee to Sweden. There is also a constant immigration from other 
immigration states like Germany and Great Britain: German immigration especially, 
comprises an important element in postwar immigration to Sweden (M uller 1994).

In Sweden, the relations between surplus immigration and natural increase in later 
years can be illustrated with the so-called demographic clock (Figure 1). N on-Sw ed- 
ish citizens have comprised about 8 0 %  o f  the population increase in Sweden between 
1973 and 1992. Foreign citizens have also recently had a relatively sizable influence 
on the redistribution o f  the population. On the local level, immigration has been ex 
tremely important for the positive population development in many municipalities dur
ing the 1980s, including peripheral municipalities (Andersson 1993). On the national 
level, however, immigration has led to concentration in the geographical redistribu-

F i g u r e  1. The relation between net immigration and net natural population increase 
in Sweden 1 9 7 4 -1 9 9 2 . (The diagonal line shows where the influence be
tween immigration and natural increase is equal. A bove the diagonal line 
immigration has the bigger impact on population growth, below , the im 
pact o f  natural increase is bigger.)

89

Natural increase
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tion o f the population. In big city areas today, in terms o f net in-migration, most o f  
the external contributions towards an increase in population consist o f  immigrants 
(Borgegard and Hakansson 1995).

Although on different geographical levels, concentration and dispersion occur si
multaneously in the long-term population redistribution in Sweden. Concentration on 
the local level has been expressed, for exam ple, in increased segregation in the cities 
during the 1980s. The pattern o f  the various levels can change over time, however; 
the same may probably be said o f the immigrants as well. W hat the residential pat
terns o f  the various immigrant groups -  as well as o f  the native populations -  will 
becom e, is affected by structural social conditions and their variations throughout the 
country. These conditions provide different opportunities for different groups o f im 
migrants. A lon g with this, variations in the pattern among immigrants over time can 
be linked to information, which varies depending on the multivarious reasons behind 
their immigration. Another important factor is prevailing government policy, which 
not only largely determines who is allowed into the country but also how geographi
cal m obility may be affected. Finally, the size o f  the immigrant groups and how long 
they have been in Sweden may be seen as indicators o f  how contact networks -  the 
number o f  links and contact possibilities -  between the immigrants themselves and 
between immigrants and Swedes change and multiply.

Im m igration  and im m igran t policy in Sw eden

In the year 1954 Sweden introduced a m odem  immigration policy. Sweden signed 
the Geneva Conventions on refugees, and with its Nordic neighbors, entered into a 
com m on labor market which allowed unhindered movement within Scandinavia (Lundh 
and O lsson 1994).

A s  a consequence o f Sw eden’ s enormous industrial success many Finnish citizens 
flocked to its industrial regions (H aggstrom  et al. 1990). This was w elcom ed as labor 
was in short supply in the industrial com m unities in central Sweden. Subsequent re
cruitment o f labor from southern Europe, especially Yugoslavia and Greece, but also  
Italy and Turkey, occurred in a very liberal atmosphere. The distribution o f the popu
lation, including that o f  immigrants, was then not steered by political instruments but 
regulated by labor market forces.

In 1967, responding to pressure from the labor union m ovem ent, Sweden intro
duced ‘regulated immigration’ (Lundh and Olsson 1994). The need for labor remained, 
but social changes gave rise to the demand that labor should be recruited mainly from  
the ranks o f  married w om en, disabled people and the elderly. Increasing ethnic segre
gation in many Swedish cities was worrying. After these regulations were introduced, 
people from non-Nordic states needed to have a work permit in hand when entering 
the country. The introduction o f regulated immigration and the establishment o f  the 
National Immigration and Naturalization Board were manifestations o f the change from 
a non-regulating to regulating immigration policy (Ham m ar 1992), and set a stop to 
large-scale labor immigration.

The family-related immigration o f  the 1970s follow ed in the footsteps o f labor force 
immigration. The already existing regional patterns o f  distribution were reinforced.

A s  o f  the 1970s, the number o f migrations among the well-educated began to rise 
(Champion 1994). Econom ic and political internationalization set its stamp on patterns 
o f migration. The residential pattern o f  the well-educated is determined only in part 
by the labor market: proximity to their home countries is obvious in the distribution 
o f individual nationalities (M uller 1994).

From 1984 to 1994, the ‘ whole o f  Sweden strategy’ determined the distribution o f
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the 1980s refugee immigrants over the entire country. The advantage with this policy  
was that the financial and social burden for individual municipalities was mitigated. 
On one hand, the ‘ whole o f  Sweden strategy’ entailed a possibility for several sparse
ly populated municipalities to attain a more balanced population structure. On the other, 
after being placed in a sparsely populated area for a year, many immigrants m oved to 
larger centers, to workplaces and to be near relatives. The effects o f  the ‘whole o f  Sw e
den strategy’ on more long-term population distribution are therefore unclear.

C lasses o f  im m igran t groups

Immigrants comprise a heterogeneous group. Varying prerequisites lead to differ
ent spatial behavior, for instance, as regards regional migrations. H ow ever, there are 
com m on denominators between nationalities concerning reasons for immigrating and 
the policy they have encountered, which means that some factors are the same for some 
immigrant groups while other factors distinguish immigrant groups from each other. 
Nationalities can be classified into a number o f  main groups especially regarding rea
sons for immigrating and policy questions. The classification thereby also expresses 
differences among the immigrant groups in time spent in Sweden.

1. U n reg u la ted  n e ig hbo rin g  co un try  im m ig ra tio n  (N orw ay , F in la n d , D enm ark , Ice 

land): According to the agreement on a com m on Nordic labor market, Nordic citizens 
have almost unlimited freedom o f  movem ent between the Nordic countries.

2. L a b o r  fo r c e  a nd  fa m ily - re la te d  im m ig ra t io n  f ro m  em ig ra tio n  co un tr ie s  (Y ug o 

s la v ia , Ita ly , Spa in , P o rtu g a l, G reece , T u rkey ): The causes o f  this immigration were 
tnainly the need for a work force in Swedish industry during the 1950s and 1960s. 
For these immigrants, the m ove nearly always meant a step towards a better standard 
o f living. The fam ily-related immigration o f  the 1970s also belongs to this category, 
and was steered by distribution patterns already existing in Sweden.

3. L a b o r  im m ig ra t io n  f ro m  im m ig ra t io n  co u n tr ie s  (G e rm any , F ra n ce , G re a t B r i t 

oin, B e lg ium , H o lla n d , the US, C an a d a ):  These states underwent a similar develop
ment to that o f  Sweden. The reasons behind emigration from these countries are there
fore more o f  an individual than structural nature.

4. E u ropean  refugee im m ig ra tion  (Po land , H unga ry , C zechos lo vak ia , Rum an ia , the 

Sov ie t U n ion ):  M any o f  the refugees from these countries came to Sweden before 1970  
and thus were not settled as were later refugees according to the ‘ whole o f  Sweden  
strategy’ . Cultural differences between these countries and Sweden are not great, and 
contacts between these countries and Sweden have existed for some time.

5. U n regu la ted , n on -E u ro pean  refugee im m ig ra t io n  (C h ile , V ie tnam ):  This im m i
gration category was also not affected by the “ whole o f  Sweden strategy” . How ever, 
the cultural gap between these countries and Sweden is much greater than between  
eastern Europe and Sweden.

6. Regu la ted , n on -Eu ro pean  refugee im m ig ra tio n  (Iran , Iraq , E th io p ia ) :  These im 
migrants were dispersed all over the country in accordance with the ‘ whole o f  Sw e
den strategy’ .

( hanges in the geographical residential pattern

The geographical redistribution o f  the population occurs according to a certain ge- 
°graphical population distribution at a particular time. In Sweden, the geographical 
distribution o f the population is and has always been fairly concentrated. The degree
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o f concentration on the regional level, measured according to the H oover Index, is as 
high today as it was in the beginning o f the 19th century (Borgegard et al. 1995). Heavy 
urbanization during the 19th century led to greater local concentration in the cities. At  
present, about 5 0 %  o f the country’ s population live in the three big city areas and in 
university municipalities, which together comprise less than 10%  o f the country’ s area. 
Immigrants are even more concentrated, with about 66%  o f the population living in 
these metropolitan areas.

The selected immigrant groups illustrate waves o f  immigration over time (Figure 2). 
A t the beginning o f the period, the European immigrant groups -  except for Turks -  
had already attained a size which was basically maintained -  or decreased somewhat. 
The wave o f family-related immigration which follow ed upon the initial immigration 
has ebbed out and many o f the European immigrants have been in Sweden a long time. 
Accordingly, increased return to their home countries and acquiring Swedish citizen
ship may explain the reductions in the immigrant populations. H owever, this pattern 
does not apply to the Turks. A long with Yugoslavs. Turks were recruited to and es
tablished residences in Swedish industrial regions during the 1960s. Nevertheless, the 
greater part o f  the rise in population occurred during the 1970s -  albeit after a resi
dential pattern had been established in the 1960s. Population expansion in the other 
groups (non-European immigrants) occurred from 1970 onwards. Increases among the 
different populations took place at different times: among Chileans and Iranians mainly 
during the 1980s -  though as regards the Chileans, mostly before the introduction o f 
the ‘ whole o f  Sweden strategy’ in 1984, while the opposite was true for the Iranians.

F i g u r e  2. Population increases among different immigrant groups in 1 9 7 3 -9 2 .
(Changes in the Finnish population are indicated on the right axis, while 
those in the other nationalities are found on the left axis.)
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This means that there are differences among the immigrant groups studied as re
gards the structural conditions under which immigration to Sweden occurred. Politi
cal influence varies amongst the groups. Som e o f the groups studied established resi
dential patterns before the beginning o f  the period and before the introduction o f reg
ulated immigration. A  few have been established during the 1970s, after the introduc
tion o f  regulated immigration but before the “ whole o f  Sw eden’ policy” . A  couple o f  
the immigrant groups established residental patterns after this policy was introduced, 
which means that there are differences in length o f  stay among the various groups 
studied.
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Regardless o f  time period and immigrant status (labor immigration, fam ily-relat
ed, refugee), immigrants are more concentrated than the Swedish population (Table 1 
below). The questions remain whether they becom e more dispersed when the groups 
increase (that is, when more contacts are made), what differentiates immigrant groups 
in this respect and what are the effects o f immigration policy on the residential pat
terns immigrant groups’ .

Variations in degree of concentration 1974-1992

T a b l e  1. H oover Index o f  municipalities.

S w e d is h F in n is h N o rw . D a n is h G e rm a n Y u g o s l. C h ile a n Ira n ia n T u r k is h

19 7 3 5 5 .8 1 7 2 .8 1 6 6 .9 6 7 3 .3 0 7 0 .7 1 8 0 .2 6 9 0 .1 6
19 7 8 5 5 .9 3 7 3 .1 6 6 5 .7 2 7 1 .7 8 7 0 .1 6 8 1 .0 2 8 8 .2 9 8 6 .3 4 8 8 .9 4
19 8 4 5 6 .2 3 7 3 .6 7 6 8 .2 9 7 3 .3 8 7 0 .3 5 8 2 .0 5 9 2 .6 7 9 1 .9 9 9 0 .2 7
19 8 8 5 6 .7 1 7 3 .7 1 6 6 .3 8 7 0 .9 1 7 0 .5 3 8 1 .5 8 8 3 .4 7 7 1 .6 8 8 8 .4 5
19 9 2 5 7 .7 0 7 3 .3 3 6 4 .4 6 7 0 .2 8 7 0 .5 7 7 9 .2 1 8 0 .1 3 7 5 .9 0 8 4 .4 3

The degree o f  concentration varies among the different ethnic immigrant groups 
(Table 1). These variations seem to depend on the size o f  the groups, among other 
things (Hakansson 1992). Immigrants are not only more concentrated than the Sw ed
ish population, they are also concentrated in different geographical areas (ibid.). G er
mans have no distinguished concentration in southern Sweden. However, Finns, Turks, 
and Chileans m ostly live in the provinces around Lake Malaren. Turks and Chileans 
are more concentrated in the province o f  Stockholm  than Finns are. The majority o f  
Danes, Norwegians, and Yugoslavs are more concentrated in the southern and west
ern provinces o f  Sweden. The proportion o f  Danes. Norwegians and Yugoslavs living 
in the province o f  Stockholm  does not differ much from this province’ s proportion o f  
the total population. The regional patterns also indicate differences in the types o f  lo
calities in which different groups are concentrated. Labor immigrants are mainly con
centrated in large urban municipalities.

Iranians differ from the others by being more evenly dispersed throughout the coun
try on the province level. Like variations in degree o f  concentration between different 
immigrant groups, this suggests that the possibilities the different groups had when 
settling in Sweden have varied. Urbanization in general has affected residential pat
ients. Thus the possibilities have not been the same for the different immigrant groups 
because o f variations over time in their competence and in their econom ic-geographi
cal and sociodemographic preconditions. Furthermore, as regards Nordic immigration, 
geographical distance from the country o f  emigration is important for residential lo 
cation. This distance, however, should be seen as an indicator o f  the geographical pat
tern’ s relevance to contact and information channels.

C hanges in size o f  population and degree o f  concentration

M ost o f  the immigrants were dispersed on the municipal level during the period 
studied (Table 1). H ow ever, between 1978 and 1984 most groups were concentrated. 
This is most likely due to the general econom ic recession in this period. Dispersion is 
tttore dramatic for those groups -  for exam ple. Chileans, Iranians and Norwegians -  
w hose populations increased. Finns comprise the only immigrant group who, like the 
Swedish population, has increased its degree o f  concentration throughout the entire
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period. This concentration occurred at the same time as a relatively strong population 
decrease among Finns in Sweden. Although it is often claim ed that Finns are tanta
mount to ‘ brothers’ and ‘ sisters’ o f Sw edes, they socialize and have contacts primari
ly with their own countrymen (Borgegard 1974). A  larger group means therefore more 
contact opportunities within the group, and thus more possibilities for dispersion.

The H oover Index so far, based as it is on the local or municipal level, can con
ceal intraregional redistribution. The same Index, but on a provincial level, shows that 
this is actually not the case: redistribution as well as concentration and dispersion are 
interregional phenomena (Table 2). A ll immigrant groups except for Germans, are dis
persed regionally. A s on the local level, Finns, Norwegians, Danes, Germans, and Y u 
goslavs, i.e. the largest immigrant groups and those who have been in Sweden the long
est, demonstrate the least change on the regional level. Finns are thus dispersed on a 
regional level while they are concentrated on the local level. This could indicate that 
immigrants, when the population decreases, get concentrated in, for exam ple, region
al centers as i f  they had acquired regional ties.

T a b l e  2. H oover Index o f counties.

S w e d is h F in n is h N o rw . D a n is h G e rm a n Y u g o s l. C h ile a n Ira n ia n T u r k is h

1 9 7 3 4 8 .4 5 6 3 .3 1 5 9 .2 2 6 7 .3 0 6 3 .5 6 7 1 . 7 2 8 0 .9 7

19 7 8 4 8 .4 7 6 2 .6 8 5 9 .0 3 6 5 .6 3 6 3 .5 0 7 2 .3 3 7 8 .6 9 7 1 .8 9 7 7 .7 2

19 8 4 4 8 .7 7 6 2 .9 5 6 3 .0 4 6 8 .5 2 6 3 .8 1 7 3 .1 5 8 3 .7 3 8 2 .5 4 8 1 .0 7

19 8 8 4 9 .2 0 6 2 .8 9 6 0 .4 0 6 5 .3 4 6 4 .2 1 7 2 .3 4 7 4 .4 3 5 4 .6 8 7 8 .4 5

19 9 2 4 9 .4 7 6 2 .3 1 5 7 .8 4 6 5 .4 2 6 4 .1 8 7 0 .4 8 6 9 .3 3 6 0 .5 9 7 4 .5 1

C han ges in the degree o f  concentration  in light o f  prevailing policy

One important factor influencing the residential patterns o f  the immigrants is gov 
ernment immigration policy. A  conscious policy o f  dispersing immigrants will doubt
less lead to immigrant populations being more dispersed than if the residential pattern 
was not regulated. This is because the process o f  adaptation for immigrants begins im 
mediately when they have found somewhere to live in the country. In Sweden, there 
is also a relatively w ell-developed educational program for immigrants on the Sw ed
ish language and society. The Iranians’ comparatively low degree o f  concentration is 
interesting in this connection, and may be deemed an indication that the ‘whole o f  Sw e
den’ strategy has had a dispersing effect on residential patterns and that the concen
tration in large cities has diminished. On the local level, however, the H oover Index 
shows (Table 1) that several immigrant groups live more dispersed than the Iranians. 
These groups, on the other hand, are com posed o f immigrants from Sw eden’ s neigh
bors. Even so, the Iranians are more dispersed than an equally large immigrant popu
lation like the Yugoslavs. On the provincial level (Table 2), Iranians and Norwegians 
are the most dispersed. This means that the Finnish. Danish and German immigrants 
are regionally more concentrated, but in the provinces where they reside, they have a 
greater tendency to disperse.

It is clear that policy has had an impact on residential patterns. The degree o f con
centration, on both the local and provincial level, rose among the Iranians and Chile
ans up to 1984. After this concentration among both groups lessened on both geograph
ical levels. The Index dropped on the municipal level by about 12 percentage points 
for Chileans, between 1984 and 1988, and for Iranians by 17 percentage points. This 
effect is also greater than the ‘ natural’ population dispersion which occurs among most 
o f the other immigrant groups.
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Underlying the subject o f  this article there are three different processes which af
fect the population distribution o f  foreign citizens in Sweden: first, the magnitude o f  
international migration, second, the reasons people migrate to Sweden, and third, the 
integration o f immigrants which affects domestic migration and thus the redistribu
tion o f the immigrant population in Sweden.

The increasing international migration since the 1950s has increasingly effected  
population growth and population distribution in Sweden. The immigrants are more 
concentrated in the metropolitan areas than the Swedish population.

The “ reasons”  behind labor, family-related and refugee immigration, in com bina
tion with the geographical variations provided by structural conditions in society, de
termine where immigrants live. The geographical distribution o f immigrant groups has 
different patterns. The labor immigrants primarily reside in the “o ld " industrial areas, 
while refugees are more unambiguously concentrated in the large cities. Family-relat
ed immigrants are basically related to the other two groups, so the residential patterns 
correspond. Immigrants from Sweden’ s Nordic neighbors primarily reside near the coun
try o f  emigration.

The population redistribution o f recent decades in terms o f  concentration and dis
persion is summarized in Table 3. Changes have occurred in the 1 9 6 0 s -1 9 7 0 s  with 
concentrations in industrial locations and with a certain dispersion/integration into these 
locations, while the 1 9 8 0 s -1 9 9 0 s  have involved a greater dispersion nationally and 
greater concentration locally. One important change since 1970 is that immigration  
has becom e regulated. Sweden has gone from no expressed immigration policy to a 
more regulated one. The com position o f  the immigrant population has changed and 
its residential pattern in Sweden has also been affected.

T a b l e  3. Changes in population o f  immigrants on different geographical levels.

R e s id e n t ia l L o c a l  R e g io n a l

D is p e rs io n  19 6 0 /7 0  19 8 0 /9 0  19 8 0 /9 0
C o n c e n tra t io n  19 8 0 /9 0  19 6 0 /7 0  19 6 0 /7 0

Concluding discussion

W hat is reflected in these patterns is that an increase o f  an immigrant group is ac
companied by a parallel dispersion on a local and regional level. W hen an immigrant 
Population diminishes, on the other hand, the concentration that occurs is much more 
sluggish -  if it happens at all. There is a certain time interval between these events. 
The discrepancy could be explained by a greater integration which has led to new pref
erences and contact networks, which should halt concentration. Nevertheless, certain 
tendencies towards concentration on a local level may be detected amongst Finnish 
immigrants.

A ll immigrant groups in our study have acquired a more dispersed residential pat
tern on a regional and local level as they have increased in size and as they have pro
longed their residency in Sweden. This occurs without any direct political interven
tion.

H ow ever, it is clear that the attempts to influence the residential patterns o f  im m i
grants have succeeded in affecting the geographical distribution. The groups to whom  
this applies have dispersed much more quickly than other immigrant groups. The ques
tion is whether the policy has not been too effective. At the end o f the 1980s, the Ira
nians’ residential pattern, for exam ple, became slightly more concentrated. This could
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perhaps have been prevented if the initial dispersion had been more moderate. H ow 
ever, this concentration is not in parity with the previous dispersion. The increase in 
the H oover Index today, could be seen more as an effect o f  current regional potentials 
-  something that virtually does not exist for Yugoslavs and Turks, for instance. A l
though concentration is intensifying among the Iranians, the residential patterns will 
probably stay more dispersed due to the fact that the integration process is beginning 
and new contact possibilities are being created. This more dispersed residential pat
tern is thus a result o f  policy (see also Andersson 1993).

In the present study it has been fruitful to divide the immigrant population into 
different nationalities to show what is similar and what differs between the popula
tion distribution o f the immigrant groups in the country over time. This has enabled 
us to see how different restrictions on immigration on an aggregate level affect resi
dential patterns. Normally immigrants are dealt with as one group. Our study has shown 
that different immigrant groups have different residential patterns in Sweden, but also 
similar patterns when it com es to population redistribution in terms o f  concentration 
and dispersion. How rapid and extensive a dispersion becom es varies according to na
tionalities, which means that their backgrounds are important for the process. Further, 
this dispersion can in part be determined and accelerated through political measures. 
It is therefore important to continue research on changes in the geographical residen
tial patterns o f immigrants in order to expand knowledge and understanding o f  the proc
esses affecting immigrants in the country in which they have arrived. In a society which 
is increasingly multi-cultural, such knowledge can also contribute to a greater under
standing o f  the geographical distribution o f  the population.
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