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Eemil Mitikka
Support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in Russia

After Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the media and experts have 
been considering the approval and support for the war among the Russian population. Govern-
mental, state-independent and oppositional surveys reported quickly that the clear majority of 
Russians support the war. These war surveys have raised discussion about how reliable they 
can be considered as indicators of war support. For example, according to some critiques, 
the high non-response in these surveys suggests that their value as evidence is negligible, 
while some see that they clearly show how the majority of Russians support the war. The 
research conducted for this article presents that both of the aforementioned viewpoints are 
too simplistic. The main argument of this research is that, in spite of their limitations, it is 
possible to draw important and politically relevant insights from the Russian war surveys. 
However, because of the high non-response rates (low response and completion rates), it is 
more relevant to analyse the relationships between the variables affecting the war support, 
than to use these surveys as indicators of “overall support” for the war. This article examines 
in particular how sociodemographic background factors, media consumption and economic 
attitudes relate to war support in Russia. Although the examination is limited to these va-
riables, the approach of the research can be applied to other kinds of research questions in 
analysing war surveys in future.

Sami Suodenjoki
The divisive tunes of Free Russia  

This article addresses the transnational trajectory of the song Vapaa Venäjä (Free Russia) 
into a communist anthem and the object of fierce political dispute in the interwar period. By 
using writings to the press and oral history as source materials, the article sheds light on how 
Free Russia shaped political experiences in both Finland and Finnish America. The melody 
of Free Russia was borrowed from the Russian military march Farewell to Slavianka, and 
its lyrics described the Russian Revolution. For these reasons, and for allegedly glorifying 
Bolshevism, the march aroused fierce criticism in the Finnish non-communist media. However, 
Finnish communists adopted Free Russia as their instrument for protest and for outmatching 
the Social Democrats. For some workers, the performance of the song also served to express 
unity and future hopes as they travelled from Finland or North America to the Soviet Union. 
However, this article shows that after being recorded by the Columbia company in 1924, 
Free Russia also sold well as a gramophone record and was spread to new settings such as 
the intimate sphere of home. This contributed to the partial transition of the march from 
a strictly ideological context to that of internationally produced “Finnish” popular music.


