5 On the history and recent studies of the ‘Antrea

Net Find’

Christian Carpelan

Department of Archaeology, P.O.Box 59, FIN-00014 University of Helsinki, Finland

Abstract

In 1913, in connection with the draining of'a wet-
land, a number of Stone Age objects were found
in the former Finnish Municipality of Antrea in
the Karelian Isthmus. During the investigations
carried out in 1914, more objects were discov-
ered, including the unique remains of a fishing
net. A column of the sediment profile was taken
and a phytopalacontological analysis indicated
that the context had sunk in the channel which
had connected the Baltic Sea and Lake Ladoga
early in the Ancylus phase. The ‘Antrea Net
Find’ immediately triggered an animated and, at
times, passionate discussion about the typology,
cultural relationship and chronological position
of the artefacts and the context as a whole. After
more than 90 years, this discussion is still going
on. However, the ethnographic reconstruction
of the find presented by Sakari Pilsi right after
his excavation at the find spot appears to have
found continuous acceptance.

In 1998, a workgroup from the Department
of Archaeology, the Department of Geology and
Palaeontology and the Dating Laboratory, Uni-
versity of Helsinki, visited the site and took a
new sample column of the sediment profile aim-
ing at a fresh examination applying a variety of
current methods not available in the early years.
The results of these studies are presented else-

where in this volume (Miettinen et al. 2008).
This article is divided into four sections: ‘On
the Antrea Net Find and the work of Sakari Pal-
si’, ‘A history of opinions and studies’, ‘A reas-
sessment of the ‘Antrea Net Find’: environment
and archaeology’ and ‘Concluding remarks’.

5.1 On the‘Antrea Net Find’and the
work of Sakari Palsi

5.1.1 Introduction

The ‘Antrea Net Find’ is one of the most im-
portant discoveries in the archaeology of Fin-
land. It is a bog find of Stone Age objects,
originally discovered by a local resident, Antti
Virolainen, in the autumn of 1913, during the
deepening of a drainage ditch. The following
year, archaeologist Theodor Schvindt passed
by when travelling in the region as an official
of the Archacological Commission (predeces-
sor of the National Board of Antiquities). He
collected the finds for the State Historical Mu-
seum of Finland (predecessor of the National
Museum of Finland) and also opened a small
test pit in which he discovered additional finds
(Schvindt 1914). The Commission then sent
archaeologist Sakari Pélsi to investigate the lo-
cation. The investigation is described and the
observations are documented and interpreted in
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field notes, drawings, maps and photographs, in
addition to a completed report and a manuscript
(in Finnish) for the definitive article which was
published in German as many as six years later
(Pilsi 1920), all kept at the National Board of
Antiquities, Department of Archaeology.

According to Pilsi (1920), he spent five days
investigating the find spot, 25-30 August 1914. It
is more likely that he carried out the investigation
during those days of July that are given in his field
notes, indicated by the correction made in the cat-
alogue of the Historical Museum and proved by
the date of the newspaper story mentioned below
(cf. Huurre 2003: 172 with endnote 2).

As early as on 23 August 1914, Pilsi pre-
sented the ‘Antrea Net Find’ and the results
of his excavations at the find spot in a leading
newspaper (Pélsi 1914) and on 1 October 1914,
he presented the results of his investigation in
front of the Finnish Antiquarian Society (Rinne
1915: 105). According to a published summary
(Muukkonen 1915: 279-281) the presentation
included all the main points dealt with in the
above manuscript, which may have been pre-
pared for this occasion and immediately trans-
lated into German by Alfred Hackman (archae-
ologist and translator of many archaeological
texts into German). However, on the cover of
the manuscript, he has written a demand that
all corrections, additions and removals made
after the translation had been completed were
to be considered (i.e. translated) before sending
the text for printing. The fact that the additions
include both petrological determinations appar-
ently taken from a list signed by Julius Ailio on
13 January 1920 and osteological determina-
tions that derive from a list signed by Herluf
Winge on 21 February 1920 indicates that the
manuscript was revised in the year it was pub-
lished.

Harald Lindberg of the Botanical Museum,
University of Helsinki, carried out a phytopa-

lacontological study of two series of sediment
blocks that Pilsi had taken at the find spot on
two different occasions (1914 and 1915). He
presented his results concerning the dating of
the find in front of the Finnish Society of Sci-
ences and Letters (Societas Scientiarum Fenni-
ca) on 25 October 1915 and in front of the Finn-
ish Antiquarian Society on 4 November 1915
(Rinne 1916: 39; summary in Lénsiluoto 1916:
347). In an article published the following year
on the history of vegetation since the Ice Age
and the first appearance of humans in Finland,
he described his findings from the Korpilahti
sediment blocks (Lindberg 1916). A more spe-
cific report on the topic was published in con-
nection with Palsi’s article (Lindberg 1920).

The find immediately presented a number of
methodical issues to the archaeological com-
munity, issues that are relevant still today. Al-
though archaeology had already employed the
expertise of geology and mineralogy, botany
and palynology, zoology and osteology, this
particular find was certainly very important for
the development of the co-operation with the
natural sciences — one of the best traditions of
Finnish archaeological research. Accordingly,
during the nine decades since the excavation
took place, several studies have been devoted
to the checking and reassessing of the ‘Antrea
Net Find’.

5.1.2 Location

The find spot is located in the Karelian Isthmus,
in the part of Finnish Karelia which was ceded
to the Soviet Union as a result of World War II.
More precisely, the discovery was made at the
farm of Amm-Mattila (Ammé-Mattila according
to Pilsi) in the village of Korpilahti (currently
uninhabited), which at the time of discovery be-
longed to the municipality of Antrea. After the di-
vision in 1924 of Antrea into two municipalities,
Antrea and Vuoksenranta, the find spot remained
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Figure 5.1 Map of the Karelian Isthmus between the
Gulf of Finland and Lake Ladoga. The black dot indicates
the ‘Antrea Net Find' (Map by Timo Jussila, edited by C.
Carpelan 2007.)

within the latter. Today the find spot is located
within the Russian Federation in the Vyborg (Fi.
Viipuri) district of the Leningrad oblast’. The
names of the former municipal centres of Antrea
and Vuoksenranta are now Kamennogorsk and
Ozérskoe, respectively. (Fig. 5.1)

According to Palsi (1920: 3), the discovery
was made c. 16 km south of the Sairala (Ru.
Borodinskoe) railway station located in the for-
mer municipality of Kirvu (municipal centre
now Svobodnoe). However, on the topographic
map, the straight distance between the railway
station and the find spot is c. 13.5 km. The dis-
tance mentioned by Pélsi appears to tally with
the distance by road and, in fact, a list of ex-
penses in his field notes includes a sum for a
16-km ride from Sairala to Korpilahti.

As indicated, the find is usually known as
the ‘Antrea Net Find’, but in his report to the
Archaeological Commission and the State His-
torical Museum, Pélsi for some reason named
it the ‘Find at Pappalampi’ after a small lake
located behind a rather high ridge about 300 m
to the west of the find spot. Later the name of
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Vuoksenranta has occasionally replaced Antrea.
However, the name Korpilahti has been men-
tioned in almost all publications.

At the time of discovery, the environment
was former wetland, which the local farmers had
been and still were draining in order to acquire
additional field area for hay and crops. In the
Soviet era, the fields were used for pasture, but
apparently grazing in the area came to an end
in the early 1990s. In his article, Pélsi (1920: 3)
located the find spot 3/4 km (or 750 m) to the
south of the farm at the eastern edge of the main
drainage ditch.

On 1 June 1992, Pirjo Uino visited Korpilah-
ti as the first Finnish archaeologist since World
War II. While walking along the drainage ditch,
she found a pole erected right where she had
expected the find spot to be judging from pub-
lished and unpublished information (Uino 1997:
352, Map 43, black dot). The pole had been
erected by former Korpilahti residents who had
recently visited their deserted homesteads. In
1994, members of the ‘Vuoksenrannan pitéja-
seura’ (the society of former residents of the
Vuoksenranta municipality) posted a memorial
plaque with information in Finnish and Russian
about the archaeological discovery (Fig. 5.2). In
1998, as described below, a work group from
the Department of Archaeology, the Department
of Geology and Palaeontology and the Dating
Laboratory, University of Helsinki, visited the
site. The plaque has since disappeared.

During the 1998 visit to the site, I estimated
the distance between the cowshed of the farm
and the memorial plaque to be about 400 m
by counting paces on the tussocky and bushy
ground. At best, this certainly was nothing more
than a rough approximation. Later, in a folder
containing miscellaneous Pilsi papers, a trac-
ing of a map of the cultivated area of the Amm-
Mattila farm was found. On the tracing (made
by Pélsi during his investigation), the excava-



5 ON THE HISTORY AND RECENT STUDIES OF THE‘ANTREA NET FIND’

tion is marked at the eastern edge of the drain-
age ditch 420 m (but not 750 m) to the south
of the location of the cowshed. It is possible to
unambiguously transfer the geometry of Pélsi’s
tracing to the relevant sheet of the Finnish Topo-
graphic Map and position the find spot (Figs.
5.3 and 5.4).

Miikkulainen et al. (1981) is another source
found after 1998. According to Miikkulainen et
al. (1981: 478 and appendix page 6 no. 273) an
important spring is located 90 m to the west of
the cowshed of the Peko-Eskola farm, Amm-
Mattila’s neighbour to the west, while the find
spot is found about 450 m south of this spring.
The place for the memorial plaque may have
been determined on the basis of this informa-
tion. A transfer of the measurements to the
relevant topographic map sheet takes the find
spot to the place suggested by Pilsi’s tracing.
The memorial plaque was probably posted at
or very close to the real find spot. At a scale
of 1:20 000, the dot indicating the place of the
‘Antrea Net Find’ well covers a slight expected
uncertainty (Fig. 5.4). At present, the following
values are considered valid:

Finnish Topographic Map Sheet 4113 05
Vuoksenranta, scale 1:20 000, Helsinki
1939.

Finnish Basic Grid: x (= north) 6754 40, y (=
east) 4470 64

Geographic coordinates: 60°53'N, 29°27'E

In addition to the horizontal coordinates of
the ‘Antrea Net Find’, it is equally important
for the reconstruction of the environment to
know the location of the find spot on the verti-
cal axis, i.e. the altitude above the present sea
level. According to Pélsi (1920: 3), the altitude
of the ground surface was 16.75 m asl, but he
did not indicate how he arrived at this value.
The field notes and excavation plans show that

Figure 5.2 The ‘Antrea Net Find. Memorial plaque with
information in Finnish and Russian about the archaeo-
logical discovery, posted in 1994 by members of the
‘Vuoksenrannan pitdjaseura’ (the society of former
residents of the Vuoksenranta municipality). The plaque
has since disappeared. (Photo: P. Uino 1998)

he levelled various features and finds, but there
is no mention of a connection of a temporary
fixed point to a geodetic fixed point in order to
convert the levellings to altitudes asl. According
to the Finnish Topographic map sheet 4113 05
‘Vuoksenranta’ of 1939, again, the ground sur-
face at the find spot was located below the 15-m
asl contour line. In relation to this, 14 m asl ap-
peared to be a plausible estimate of the altitude
at the find spot in 1998 (Fig. 5.4). The value pre-
sented by Pilsi must be due to a mistake.

On the other hand, I assume that the surface
of the ground formed by the sedimentation of
gyttja and later by the growth of wetland veg-
etation was at a higher level (say 16.75 m asl)
until 1857 after which it started lowering as a
result of drying caused by draining and plough-
ing. Two maps from 1698 and 1777 indicate
that the altitude of the shoreline at Korpilahti
approximately followed the 15-m contour line
(Fig. 5.5). See sections 5.1.3 and 5.3.5 below
and Miikkulainen et al. (1981).

The find level at the surface of the basal silty
clay (which rests on a bed of horizontally lami-
nated clay) is located at a depth of about 1 m
(£ 0.2 m) below the surface (see section 5.3.2
below). The altitude of the find level probably
equals c. 13 m asl.

91



CHRISTIAN CARPELAN

excavation
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