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80 Years 

Ari Siiriiiinen 

This issue of the renewed journal Iskos 
- the fifth volume of the Early in the 
North Project publication series - is 
dedicated to Dr. Aarni Erii-Esko, the 
leader of the archaeological 
investigations of northern Finland 
1954- 1977. 

While acting as an amanuensis and 
keeper in the Department of Prehistory 
of the Archaeological Commission of 
Fin land (The Nationa l Board of 
Antiquities since 1973) Dr. Era-Esko 
organ ised, from 1953 onwards, the 
extensive survey and excavation project to 
rescue the archaeological sites threatened by 
the construction of power plants and water 
reservoirs in the Oulujoki , lijoki , Kemijoki and 
Ounasjoki river catchment areas. He himself 
also carried out the initial surveys and test 
excavations in these areas and even further 
north but during the project he employed 
several young archaeologists and 
archaeo logy students to do the fieldwork. 
Under his leadership the project introduced 
and developed archaeological methods that 
were new in the Finnish research during the 
l 950's and the l 960 's. The project led to a 
host of articles and a great exhibition arranged 
in 1975 presented an overall synthesis of the 
investigations carried up until then. Also, the 
fieldwork resulted in an accumulation of a large 
collection of artefacts and research reports 
but the final results were not published until 
the work of the Early in the North Project was 
started. 

After leaving the northern Finnish research in 
1977 Era-Esko was appoi nted Head of the 
Department of Prehistory of The National 
Board of Antiquities; from this position he 
retired in 1988. 

Era-Esko took his PhD in 1964 with a 
monograph on the analysis of the Satin's style 
I in the southern Finnish material from the 6th 

century AD. This study, widely recognised 
internationally, was the first in Fin land to 
experiment with approaches in archaeo logy 
that were later referred to as post-processualist. 
He was al so Docent of Archaeology of the 
Univers ity of Hel s inki and acted as the 
secretary of The Finnish Antiquarian Society 
(Suomen muinai smuistoyhdistys) between 
l959and 1965. 
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