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individuals constitute a part of the
collective crisis, but very often only
the material crisis is quantified
and accordingly analysed. Here,
we depict the citizens’ definitions
and experiences of the crisis,
based on theme and focus group
interviews conducted 1993/94
and 1999, We also discuss the
role of the media in constructing
crisis awareness. Based on the
above, we retlect upon Bourdieu's
thoughts on the role of academic
research in transmitting the
“ordinary” experiences of
suffering

Teemu Taira

From Full
Employment to
the Triumph of
Individualist
Discourse?

The discourse of individuality
challenges the ideal of full
employment articulated in the
protestant work ethic. It may
ofter new cultural paths for

the unemployed to empower
themselves rather than, as in
neoliberal thinking, stigmatising
the individual for being
unemployed. In this article |

will argue that if the discourse of
individuality has previously been
subjected to a mythology of work
that includes the idea of full
employment, the case today 14
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quite the opposite. Moreover, |
wili chart the nature and function
ol the discoarse of individuality in
the writings of the unemployed
and its arbiculations m refation to
a neoliberas global economy and

the mythology of work

Risto Ojanen

The Living
Newspaper

The article considers the federal
Theatre Project sponsored by the
U5, Government 1935-1939 and
focuses on the Living Newspaper
Unit. The project was one of the
most prominent in the recruitment
of artssts by the government
Living Newspaper moreover
lustrated the feelings of the
Great Depression, and presented
its causes and consequences to
an audience which had felt the
effects themselves

The collage-type structure, the
labour-domimated ensemble

and the langauge adapted from
small theatres 1o large spaces
constituted a profile of the genre
The committee which investigated
un-American activities put an end
to the controversial project which
is remembered for a spedial little
man. This figure with which
people could identify was an
offshot of the vaudeville and
made the audience sit up in an
unrorthodox, Brechtian fashion
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Success Stories:
Welfare Reform,
Policy Discourse
and the Politics
of Research

The 1996 weliare reform i the
Unittea States 15 aow widely
hailed as a success, in this articie,
the authors analyze this punlic
verdict as a political construction.
During the 1980s and 1990s,
welfare discourse shifted to
emphasize concerns over
program dependency. This shift is
not only promotea policy
retrenchment, it also defined the
terms on which retrenchment
would be judged. Specifically, it
established caseload levels and
studies of program “leavers” as
a common frame of reference
for judging welfare reform. This
article presents evidence that a
majority of media stories on
welfare reform from 1998 to
2000 offered positive assesments
The authors then show that
perceptions of reform as a policy
success depend chiefly on the
diversion of attention away from
standards of evaluation and
interpretations of evidence that
might suggest failure. They
conclude by discussing how the
construction of policy success is
likely 1o affect upcoming debates

over the renewal of welfare reform
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