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Visuverkko

Keskustelun sisalto: Suomalainen
visuaaliseny kulttuurin tutkijoiden
lista Visuverkko kokoaa yhteen e
tieteenaloilla tydskentelevia tutki-
joita, jotka lahestyvat omista na-
kokulmistaan visuaaliseen kulttuu-
rin iimiona. Tarkoitus on myos
vahvistaa visuaalisen kulttuurin
tutkimuksen asernaa yliopistaissa
ja tieteellisissa konferensseissa
Listalle voi foimittaa vieste)d ajan-
kohtaisista visuaahsen kulttuurin
tutkimuksen tapahtumista, ja se
on myés avoin keskustelufoorumi
Avoimuus: Listalle voivat liittya
kaikkr alan tutkijat ja jatko- ja
muut opiskelijat

Yilapitaja: Eeva Luhtakallio
(eeva.luhtakallio@helsinki.fr)
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Tassa on vain osa kotimasista tut-
kijoiden postituslistoista. Lisad
postituslistoja loytyy Agricolan
verkkosivuilta; www.utu.fi/agrico-
la/nyt/kotilist.html

EiJA POTERI

Seija Ridell

Mapping the
territory of
media publicness.

The journalisti-
cally produced
public sphere and
the challenge of
interactivity

The idea that the media constitute
a sphere or space of publicness is
thoroughly familiar in mass com-
munications research; it comes up
routinely in discussions on the role
of journalism as an arena of de-
maocratic public debate, for
example. Analyses of media repre-
sentations, however, rarely make
use of this spatial aspect of pub-
licness. Researchers have shown
no sericus interest in the characte-
ristics of media representations as
‘spaces’, or in the way that the
structure of media spaces condi-
tion and frame the communica-
tion taking place within those
spaces.

In this article, media publicness
- specifically, publicness produced
by journalism —is approached
through the metaphor of space.
Media representations are seen as
a symbolic environment, providing
an interesting comparison with
the way that urban space has
been studied in recent years in the
fields of cultural or social geog-
raphy. The key to this perspective
is its relational view of space: spa-
ce 15 not a frame disconnected
from interaction, but it is con-
structed and maintained in com-
municative processes

A key role in the construction
of the discursive spaces of pub-
licness is played by journalists who
produce and maintain these spa-
ces through their professional
practices. In this article, the jour-
nalistic practices are not compa-
red with those of gatekeepers
who are familiar from earlier jour-
nalism research, I.e. discourse
masters, but rather with those of
professionals who are involved in
producing actual public spaces,
i.e. urban planners and architects

According to the article recent
discussions in the sphere of land
use planning on the communicati-
ve challenges facing the planning
profession can provide useful
pointers to discussions on the role
of journalists as the "architects’ of
discursive public spaces

Tuula Juvonen

Now you see it,
Now you don't.

Hetero-
normativity and
the display of
homosexuality
in Helsingin
Sanomat

The article studies the place and
visibility of homosexuality in jour-
nalism, and the journalistic routi-
nes and ethical questions related
to that. As sources figure those
texts (94 items) published in Hel-
singin Sanomat (between Dec
2002 and Feb 2003) which men-
tion homosexuality. The article ta-
kes a critical look at such journa-
listic practices which render ho-
mosexuality a private matter, de-
politicise it and make it primarily a
cultural issue only.

Attention is paid to routine ap-
proaches to homosexuality, such
as distancing, exoticising, sexuali-
sing, omission, denial and close-
ting. A detailed analysis of two
media events (the Bill on alternati-
ve insemination; the television
drama series Venny) and some co-
ming out cases further illustrates
the way heteronormativity is
de/constructed

Finally the historical baggage
surrounding the journalistic treat-
ment of homosexuality is discus-
sed. Through routine repetition a
set of heterosexist unwritten
“House Rules” are established.
Yet reiterating them consciously
differently would allow for a more
diverse journalism
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