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James W. Carey

The Press and
the Public Discourse

Insotar as journalsm s grounded,
it grounded 1 the publc, argaes
James W Carey Journansm tias
existed to inform the wubic, 1o
serve as the extended eyes and
ears of the punlc, 1o protect the
public’s nght to know, 1o ser e
the public interest. In politica
history, iberal society & grounderd
in the notion of & vir bl
But has this public lost ity
position? Carey states that for ail
the conceptual importance of the
public, itis no more than a symbol
without a referent. Pubic 'ife does
not enjoy the kind of tegal
protection that the nights of the
individual do

Carey iooks at the fustory of
Amierican ournalism i the 18th
century and finds a iively pubilic
lite among the mercharts, traders,
atizens, and political activists who

oS pablc

gathered together 1o hear and
discuss the news. The public was
more than a group of people. It
was also a mode of discourse, a
location, a sphere, a sector of the
society Journalism didn't have
ntrinsic value but existea to werve
the public. The 18" century pubiic
was, however, reserved for white
bourgeois men and as such
should not be idealized. [ater this
public sphere deteriorated as a
result of historical, ideciogical and
Journalstic changes

Carey argues that we have
inherited a journalism of experts,
information, facts, objectivity,
and publiaty. He suggests that
schoiars should dispense witn
this vocabulary and instead think
of journalism as a record, a
conversation, and an exercise
N poetry and utop:an politics,
Journalism ought to be concewved
less on the model of information
and more on the model of a
conversation. The public will
begin to reawaken when it is
addressed as a conversational
partner. Carey encourages us to
see journalism as an extension
of poetry, the humanities, and
political utoplanism. He argues
that journahsm grounded in
poetry would generate a nevy
moral vocabulary that could
dissolve some current dilemmas

Hannu Nieminen

Structural
Transformation

in the Theory of
the Public Sphere:
Considerations on
a Critical-Realistic
Concept of the
Public Sphere

In the 19905 and early 2000s a
ved nterest 1 the acacenmic
stuay of the public sphere has
emerged. One strand of this study
focuses on the possibility of
developing a buropean or even
A global pubiic sphere. Another
applies the concept more tradi-
t:onaliy to both European and
ron-European national and
culturat settings. This article
foilows the tatter approach as
the public sphere is seen linked
ntimately with the formation and
fate of the Europear nation state
Two major theoretical
approaches are identified, ideal-
normative and empincal-descriptive
As both have deficiencies in
critically interpreting the rapid
changes in the public sphere of
late modernity, a third synthetic
approach 1s proposed, called
critical-realistic. This includes an
analytical distinction between
three levels of the national public
sphere: the publicness of our
everyday life, the mediated pubtic
sphere, ana the core public
spheres of will formation and
decisior-making. Using these
conceptual tools, an dea: of a
pitiralist:c public sphere is out-
lined, based on the interaction of
a plurality of autonomous public
spheres
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Heikki Heikkila &
Pauliina Lehtonen

Between a Rock

and a Hard Place
Boundaries of Public
Spaces for Citizen
Deliberation

This article takes an interventionist
approach to digital democracy
and considers two local groups
(jures consisting of citizens) who
have attempted to act politically
i their neighborhoods, utihizing
communication media ranging
from Web sites to local news
media and “unmediated
performances.” In the article
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Pirkko Nuolijarvi
& Liisa Tiittula

Politicians “Perform”
in a Discussion

The article examires how
polticians “perform”
election depates on TV. A
performance means here that the
giscussion is produced for a third
party, name'y the viewer who is
not taking part 'n the discussion
However, both the journahsts
and the participating politicians
take the audience into account
ail the time. TV debates have the
charactenstics of a performance,
which this article analyses using
tne methods of conversation
analysis. The setting of the TV
debate creates a stage on which
e discussion 1s performed. The
journalist 15 the director of the
play who maintams the interest
of the audience using interactive
and dramaturgical means. The
participants show that they are
aware of the presence of the
audhence by using various forms
of address. They can appeal
directly to the viewer or aduress
the viewer more implicitly.
“Performing” a debate :s an
essential part of a pre-election
TV discussion: the speaker tries
to win the viewer o his/her side
by presenting himselt/herselt
positively and the other speaker
aegatively. Thus, the means of
nteraction and the ways of
speaking seem to be even more
important than the content of
the talk
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