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Sanna Ojajarvi

"i that husband
of yours happened
to be a woman...”

The article presents a study on the
representation of gender in the
dating and 'mactcing’ quiz shows
in Finnish television. Gender and
gender system are considered
according to the feminist theories
as social and cultural discursive
constructions. Following Teresa
de Lauretis, the author looks at
the media as an important
technology of gender. The article
concludes that these quiz shows
recreate the ideology of the hete-
rosexual nuclear family. This re-
construction is based on the per-
formative redundancy of the two
opposite, different and mutually
complementary genders.

Pentti Raittila

Covering Estonia —
constructing
Estonian idendity

The article is based on a case stu-
dy on how the the conception of
the Estonian people was con-
structed in Finnish news journa-
lism covering the sinking of the
ferry Estonia. First, the author
looks at how the journalistic routi-
nes and the cultural modeis
concerning the Estonians played a
part in the construction of a cohe-
rent and simplified narrative
concerning the reason for the ca-
tastrophe. Secondly, the article
pays special attention to the stra-
tegies of factualization and how
these strategies further contribu-
ted to the tendency in journalism
to the blame the accident on the
Estonians.

Pertti Suhonen

Opinion polis,
journalism and
politics

The increasing intensity and im-
portance of opinion polls has tur-
ned polling into a social insitution
with a relatively stable role of its
own in the functioning of other
social institutions. When the me-
dia comission and publish the re-
sults of polls, they assume in a
new manner the role of a repre-
sentative hat earlier belonged to
the parties, intrerest groups and
citizens organizations. Also the re-
lationship between parties and in-
terest groups Is increasingly me-
diated by opinion polls. In addi-
tion to this, the market forces
actively follow public opinion and
make decisions based on polls.

Jaana Orjala

The leading
provincial
newspaper

on ‘our’ mission

The article analyses the regional
contents of the leading provincial
newspapers and the construction
of regionalism in these papers. By
regionalism the author refers to
the contents defending and uni-
fying the area of circulation. The
regionalistic role of the paper also
includes editorial policy emphasi-
zing regional aspects of news co-
verage. The regionalistic role and
the construction of the province is
investigated and questioned from
the point of view defined by the
papers’ own aims: the repro-
duction of the ‘province’ and the
georaphically defined community
is important for the provincial me-
dia because it helps to guarantee
circulation and creates an interest
group that legitimizes the the pa-
pers position. The study is based
on both text analysis and reporter
interviews.
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