‘GLISH SUMMAR}ES

This e of Tiedonsaikinu concentrales on (ues-

tons of communi. aion policy,

Protessor Kearle Nordensireng looks at the dovelopment
of international communicailon policy. He savs that 1o
deny all provious theught forass and sescarch results
would be sclf-deception, oven though it i no longer
refevant mothis decade o tath abont the Cold War
framework or the mteomation war,

Onthe whole there scem o be mixed fogure prospects

for aternational communication policy. The scope of

communication policy is expanding tremendously: in-
formation and commumcation ase becoming com-
modificd; tendencies tonards concentration and inter-
nationalization require legislative steps 1o be taken, the
national level is avtracting increasing attention. At the
same lime cvil society is emerzing as a central subject

on the world scene of commumcation.

Jvrki Jerkianen: diseusses the increasing concentration
ol newspaper ownership e the western world, In the
United States, for example. the nunmiber of newspapers
controlled by chains has been steadily increasing cver
sinee the turn of the century.

There is intense debaie on the consegnences of con-
centration and on possible countermeasures. On the
one hand s s held that sovernment decisions in the
fidd o communicaton pelicy reprosent a threar 1o
freedom of wnecch. On the other hand, proseninve

measures are considored possibike

Martti Soramdai cxamines the acw and ficreer competi-
ton that the Pinish Broadeasting Company has been
facing in the 1980s for radio and TV audiences: the com-
petition ts comuing both trom commercial lecal radio sta-
tons as well as from video. satellites and cabel channels,

Finnish radio and TV are still expanding and the fead-
ingcompanics in the business are taking important steps
to strengthen their strategic positions. The most sig-
nificant of these moves include the FBC's scheme 1o
reorganizc its radio broadeasting in 1990 and 4 reor-
ganization of television channels in 1993,

Soramiki believes that the challenge by commercial
loca! radio and by satellites and cable is very real and
that they can in fact undercut the dominant position of

97

the FBC. The competition for investments in advertis-
tng and for Licence Tees will be fiercer than ever.

Professor Refjo Savolainen discusses the changes that
have taken place in the production, mediation and
utihzation of information. Savolainen says that concepts
of information are more down-to-earth in modern in-
dustrial society than they used to be. Information has
become a resource smoeng others whose one central
function is to improve and intensify the utilization of
other resources. Not all information, however, can be
tully reduced to commodity or market goods.

According to Savolainen not only individual dis-
ciphnes but the entire scientific community must now
work to strengthen its identity by underlining its role of
producer of information. It is important to continue the
debate on the value of scientific information as symbolic
capital vs its instrumental value in striving for material
benefits,

Protessor Kar! Erik Gustafsson writes about the Swedish
experience of advertisement taxation, a scheme that was
adopted in the country in the early 1970s. The scheme
has been used as an instrument of communication policy
n an attempt to support the print press and to finance
that support. Advertising taxes are now becoming a
regular clement of the Swedish tax system.

Olli-Pekka Hietanen looks at a very rare kind of fusion
in the Finnish newspaper sector as the Social-
Democratic Eteenpdin and the right-wing Etelg-Suomi
were combined into a new daily called Kotkan Sanomat.

Pekka Haltwla and Juhani Koivisto attempt to find in
small” radios support for the assumptions proposed by
Bertolt Brecht in his radio theories about interaction.

Finally, Voitto Ruohonen evaluates recent comments on
Finnish "information occupations’ and examines the sur-
vevs by the Central Statistical Office on changes in the
occupational structure. Ruohonen critically assesses
empirical research into ‘information occupations’ and
points to certain problems in the concept itself.



