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Heikki Hellman & Tuomo Sauri

TRENDS IN FINNISH PRIME TIME
PROGRAMMING: 1970-1986

It is widely assumed that the competition of cable and
satellite tv has caused traditional broadcasting channels
to revise their programme scheduling. The argument
that this has meant an increasing tendency towards ho-
mogenization and a growing share of entertainment and
imported programmes, has béen supported by a num-
ber of studies in Western European countries.

The article suggests that these assumptions are far too
straightforward, at least in the case of Finland. The on-
ly unambiguous trend at the level of programme struc-
ture is that of increasing streamlining. In all other res-
pects there have been surprisingly few changes in the
prime time programme structure over the past two de-
cades.

Under the pressure of growing competition, the two
major companies in the country — the public service YLE
and the private, commercial MTV — are obviously con-
cerned to safeguard their common “duopolistic” inte-
rests. These two companies have some sort of tacit ag-
reement on a division of labour, suggesting that YLE and
MTV have adopted different coping strategies.

These different strategies have resulted in a prime ti-
me structure which is a mixture of commercial televisi-
on and the Scandinavian-type public service. There are
no signs of convergence between the scheduling of the
two companies. On the contrary, YLE and MTV appear
to have become increasingly differentiated.

Luc Van Poecke

THE MYTH AND RITES OF NEWS-
MAKING: HARD NEWS VERSUS SOFT
NEWS

Facts are Sacred, Comment is Free

The requirement for the facts to be sacred in the making
of the news implies that the journalist must approach
these facts from the “right distance”. This correct ap-
proach is presently being acbieved by neither of the two
main categories of news, hard news and soft news. The
first (news of and about institutions) is overdistanced
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and, with its purely objectivizing and rational discourse,
does not concern the public; the second (human interest
stories, sensational news, gossip, and scandals) is under-
distanced and addresses only the irrationality and sub-
jectivity of the public. Of both genres of news the textu-
al strategies are analysed in this article. However, since
neither of the genres is satisfactory, since the one is cha-
racterized by too much and the other by too little distan-
ce, the ideal of a precise balance does not stop haunting
both journalistic praxis and journalistic theory. Nevert-
heless, in this article it is argued that this precise balan-
ce is a myth, and the “semiotic square” of A.J. Greimas
is used for purposes of clarification and formalization.
At the same time, this article attempts to determine how
the two genres reach their public. Here, use is made of
the discourse typology developed byJ. Lacan: hard news
is the discourse of power and 1s linked to what Lacan
called the “discourse of the Master” (with its extension,
the “University discourse”). Soft news is news for the
powerless and is linked to Lacan’s “discourse of the
Hysteric”.

The newly appointed Editor-in-Chief of Tiedotustut-
kimus, Dr. Pertti Hemdnus, says in his editorial that he
wants to work for a rehabilitation of pluralism: the jour-
nal will not be giving priority to any specific line of re-
search, nor will it favour theoretical work at the expen-
se of empirical research.

Pertti Julkunen is concerned in his article with the ba-
sic problems of the genre of drama, and suggests that
the problems of representation are largely the same for
photography, theatre, and newspaper journalism.

Markku Juusola examines the American tradition of
The New Journalism; he discusses the texts of Norman
Mailer, Tom Wolfe and Hunter S. Thompson.

Uolevi Kiviranta presents a summary of journalistic
sources and methods of information collection.

Risto Kunelius discusses the development of news re-
porting on AIDS and the influence of that reporting on
public opinion. How has Finnish society responded to
this horrifying disease?

Mika Renvall is concerned to examine the ambiguity
that surrounds the concept of journalism and the speci-
fic nature of the journalistic text.
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OHJEITA KIRJOITTAJILLE

Puhtaaksikirjoitetut kasikirjoitukset toimitetaan kahtena kappaleena paatoi-
mittajalle tai toimitussihteerille. Kasikirjoituksen ensimmaiselle sivuile on
merkittadvad nimen ja osoitteen lisdksi oppiarvo, virka-asema ja toimipaikka
Numeron kirjoittajia -palstaa varten.

Artikkeliosastossa julkaistaan empiirisia, teoreettisia tai metodologisia
kirjoituksia.

Katsauksia-osastossa julkaistaan esim. erittelyja kidynnissa olevasta tutki-
mustoiminnasta tai kiinnostavasta kirjallisuudesta, haastatteluja ja muita
ajankohtaisia kirjoituksia.

Petiittiosastossa julkaistaan vaihtelevaa materiaalia keskustelupuheenvuo-

roista kirja-arvosteluihin ja pieniin alaa koskeviin uutisiin.

Kirjoitusten ulkoasusta on huomattava:

Kasikirjoitusliuskan tulisi sisaltdd korkeintaan 28 rivia.

Kuviot ja taulukot on ladontateknisistd syistd laadittava erilliselle pape-
rille. Kuvioiden on oltava puhtaaksi piirretyssa muodossa.

Lahdeviitteet sijoitetaan kirjoituksen sisaan sulkeisiin siten, ettd ensim-
maéiseksi tulee kirjoittajan sukunimi, sitten kirjoituksen painovuosi ja viitauk-
sen sivunumerot, esim. (Hemé&nus & Tervonen 1980, 110-115). Erilaisia’selit-
tavia alaviitteitd on syyta valteaa.

Arvosteltavista kirjoista annetaan seuraavat tiedot: kirjoittajan nimi,
kirjan nimi, (julkaisusarja), painopaikka, kustantaja, painovuosi ja sivumaara.

Lahdeluettelot liitetasn kirjoituksen loppuun otsikolla kirjallisuus. Keskus-
telupuheenvuorojen yhteydessid ei lahdeluetteloita julkaista, vaan tarpeen
vaatiessa on tiedot mainittava itse tekstissid. Luettelo laaditaan tekijan
sukunimen mukaisessa aakkosjarjestyksessa. Lahteestd mainitaan tekijan
sukunimi ({versaalilla), etunimi, teoksen nimi, painopaikka, (kustantaja) ja
painovuosi, esim.: HEMANUS, Pertti & TERVONEN, Ilkka, Objektiivinen
joukkotiedotus. Helsinki, Otava, 1980. Aikakauslehtiartikkelista ilmoitetaan
tekijan ja artikkelin nimen lisaksi julkaisun nimi, vuosikerta, ilmestymisvuosi,
lehden numero ja sivunumerot, esim.: EWEN, Stuart. Massakulttuuri, narsismi

ja sodan moraalitalous. Tiedotustutkimus 4(1981):2, s. 37-52.
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