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Det dr sommar och dags for arets forsta num-
mer av Nordisk judaistik.
IDanmarkharSofieLeneBak(Kopenhamns
universitet) fitt medel frin Danmarks Frie
Forskningsfond for att grunda ett nationellt
forum for studier om antisemitism. Syftet
med forumet, som ir ett samarbete mellan
Képenhamns och Roskildes universitet, dr
att undersoka antisemitismens nutida uttryck
och mekanismer i en dansk kontext, samt hur
historiska omstindigheter paverkar dagens
utveckling. Vi gratulerar och lyckonskar Lene
Bak och hennes kollegor och ser fram emot att
folja utvecklingen av detta forum i framtiden.
Nitverket Jewish Studies in the Nordic
Countries anordnar en konferens fér juniora
forskare inom judiska studier, i Abo 9-10
november, 2026. Konferensen, som organi-
seras tillsammans med Institutum Iudaicum,
Donnerska institutet for religionshistorisk
och kulturhistorisk forskning och Inez och
Julius Polin-institutet f6r teologisk forskning
vid Abo Akademi, riktar sig till doktorander
och nyligen disputerade forskare. Viuppmanar
alla yngre forskare att ans6ka och att ta detta
utmirkta tillfille att knyta kontakter med var-
andra och seniora forskare inom filtet.
Sedan vart forra nummer har det offentlig-
gjorts att Yair Lipshitz frin Tel Aviv University
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har utsetts till den forsta innehavaren av den
nyinrittade Torsten Soderbergs professur
i judiskt tinkande vid Uppsala universitet.
Lipshitz tilltrider professuren 2027. Tjinsten
har mojliggjorts genom en donation fran
Torsten Soderbergs Stiftelse och ir bland
annat resultatet av en lingre tids arbete av
Lars M. Andersson, Cecilia Wassén och
ovriga ledamoter i Forum for judiska studier
vid Uppsala universitet. I samband med till-
tridet kommer Lipshitz dven att bli akade-
misk f6restindare f6r Paideia — The European
Institute for Jewish Studies in Sweden.

Vi vill passa p4 att gratulera Uppsala uni-
versitet och Paideia till rekryteringen samt
onska Yair Lipshitz lycka till i sitt kommande
uppdrag. Férhoppningsvis kommer profes-
suren att bidra till att ytterligare stirka forsk-
ningen inom judiska studier i Norden och till
att oka dmnets synlighet inom savil akademin
som det bredare offentliga samtalet.

Professuren tillkommer ocksa vid en tid-
punkt di fragor om judiska studiers stillning
och framtida utveckling uppmirksammas
pa flera hall i Norden. Under senare ar har
nordiska forskningsnitverk och samarbeten
inom filtet fortsatt att utvecklas, samtidigt
som diskussioner om undervisning och forsk-
ning inom dmnet fatt férnyad aktualitet. Mot
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denna bakgrund ir satsningen i Uppsala sir-
skilt vilkommen.

Detta nummer innehéller tvd forsknings-
artiklar och tre bokrecensioner.

I den forsta artikeln, “Whodunit”: Anti-
semitism as a literary device in the detective
works of Agatha Christie’, undersoker his-
torikern Sofie Lene Bak hur antisemitiska
torestillningar och stereotyper forekommer
i Agatha Christies deckarromaner och vilken
funktion de fyller i berittelserna.

Den andra artikeln, ‘Dissident Zionism:
Martin Buber’s, Hugo Bergman’s and Gershom
Scholem’s political theology of disenchant-
ment’, av Orr Scharf (Universitetet i Haifa),
ansluter till det tidigare temanumret om judisk
filosofi. Med utgingspunkt i Martin Bubers,
Hugo Bergmans och Gershom Scholems
tinkande analyserar Scharf alternativa sionis-
tiska perspektiv och deras politisk-teologiska
implikationer.

Numrets recensioner spinner 6ver flera
av judiska studiers centrala forskningsfilt.
Victoria Van Orden Martinez (Lunds univer-
sitet) recenserar Anna Hajkovas Peaple without
History are Dust. Queer Desire in the Holocaust
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2025).
Per Anders Rudling (Lunds universitet)
recenserar Johan Ulvenlovs, Matti Palms

och Anders Larssons Husiatyn: Forintelsen
som Swerige glomde (Stockholm: Atlas, 2022).
Slutligen recenserar Jens Carlsson Magalhies,
doktorand i historia vid Géteborgs universitet,
David A. Meolas ‘We Will Never Yield': Jews,
the German Press, and the Fight for Inclusion in
the 18405 (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 2023).

Som alltid vilkomnar vi bidrag inom
tidskriftens amnesomride. Forutom forsk-
ningsartiklar, som genomgir dubbel anonym
sakkunniggranskning, publicerar vi dven forsk-
ningsoversikter, bokrecensioner, essder och
debattartiklar. Vi ser girna bidrag fran forskare
verksamma inom judiska studier i Norden lik-
som frin forskare utanfér regionen.

Vi vilkomnar sirskilt forskningséversik-
ter och recensioner som hjilper till att belysa
och sammanfatta aktuella forskningsfilt. Det
giller bland annat studier av konsekvenserna
av Hamas attack mot Israel den 7 oktober 2023
och det efterfoljande Gaza-kriget, men ocksa
andra omraden dir forskningen utvecklas
snabbt och dir det finns behov av 6verblick
och syntes.

Vi onskar er god ldsning och en glad

sommar.
PONTUS RUDBERG

OLOF BORTZ
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Editorial

Summer is here and it is time for the first issue
of the year of Scandinavian Jewish Studies.

In Denmark, Sofie Lene Bak (University
of Copenhagen) has received funds from the
Independent Research Fund Denmark (DFF)
to create a national forum for studies on anti-
semitism. The objective of the forum, created
in cooperation between the universities of
Copenhagen and Roskilde, is to examine the
contemporary expressions and mechanisms of
antisemitism in a Danish context, as well as
how historical circumstances affect present-
day developments. We congratulate Lene Bak
and her colleagues, and look forward to follow-
ing the future activities of this forum.

The network Jewish Studies in the Nordic
Countries is organizing a conference for jun-
ior scholars in Jewish Studies, in Turku, 9—10
November 2026. The conference, which is
organized together with Institutum Iudaicum,
the Donner Institute for research into Religion
and Culture and Inez and Julius Polin Institute
for Theological Research, is open for doctoral
students and recent PhDs. We encourage all
junior scholars to apply and take this oppor-
tunity to meet each other and senior scholars
within the field. Information on the confer-
ence can be found here and the link to the
application here.

Since our previous issue, it has been
announced that Yair Lipshitz of Tel Aviv
University has been appointed as the inau-
gural holder of the newly established Torsten
Séderberg Professorship in Jewish Thought
at Uppsala University. Lipshitz will take
up the position in 2027. The professorship

has been made possible through a donation
from the Torsten Séderberg Foundation and
is the result of many years of work by Lars
M. Andersson, Cecilia Wassén and their col-
leagues in the Forum for Jewish Studies at
Uppsala University. Upon taking up the chair,
Lipshitz will also become Academic Director
of Paideia —'The European Institute for Jewish
Studies in Sweden.

We would like to congratulate Uppsala
University and Paideia on this appointment
and to wish Yair Lipshitz every success in
his new role. It is our hope that the profes-
sorship will further strengthen research in
Jewish Studies in the Nordic countries and
contribute to increasing the visibility of the
field both within academia and in the wider
public sphere.

"The establishment of the chair also comes
at a time when questions concerning the posi-
tion and future development of Jewish Studies
are receiving renewed attention across the
Nordic region. In recent years, Nordic research
networks and scholarly collaborations have
continued to develop, while discussions about
teaching and research in the field have gained
new momentum. Against this background, the
new professorship at Uppsala is a particularly
welcome development.

This issue contains two research articles
and three book reviews.

In the first article, “Whodunit?”: Anti-
semitism as a literary device in the detective
works of Agatha Christie’, the historian Sofie
Lene Bak (University of Copenhagen) exam-
ines the ways in which antisemitic stereotypes
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and ideas appear in Agatha Christie’s detective
fiction and the narrative functions they serve.

The second article, ‘Dissident Zionism:
Martin Buber’s, Hugo Bergman’s and Gershom
Scholem’s political theology of disenchant-
ment’, by Orr Scharf (University of Haifa),
follows on from our previous special issue on
Jewish philosophy. Drawing on the work of
Martin Buber, Hugo Bergman and Gershom
Scholem, Scharf analyses alternative Zionist
perspectives and their political-theological
implications.

The review section covers several central
areas of Jewish Studies. Victoria Van Orden
Martinez (Lund University) reviews Anna
Hajkovd’s People without History are Dust. Queer
Desire in the Holocaust (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2025). Per Anders Rudling (Lund
University) reviews Joban Ulvenliv, Matti
Palm, and Anders Larsson’s Husiatyn. Forintelsen
som Sverige glomde (Stockholm: Atlas, 2022).
Finally, Jens Carlsson Magalhdes, a doctoral
candidate in History at the University of
Gothenburg, reviews David A. Meola’s ‘We
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Will Never Yield’: Jews, the German Press, and the
Fight for Inclusion in the 1840s (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 2023).

As always, we welcome submissions within
the journal’s field of interest. In addition to
research articles, which undergo double-anon-
ymous peer review, we publish review essays,
book reviews, essays, and debate contributions.
We welcome submissions from scholars work-
ing in Jewish Studies both within the Nordic
countries and beyond.

We particularly welcome review essays
and reviews that help illuminate and synthe-
sise emerging and rapidly developing areas
of research. This includes studies of the con-
sequences of Hamas’s attack on Israel on 7
October 2023 and the subsequent Gaza war,
but also other fields in which there is a need for
scholarly overview and critical analysis.

We wish you good reading and a pleasant

sumimer.
PONTUS RUDBERG

OLOF BORTZ
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