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! B S T R A C T �����������(OW�SACRED�IS�THE�3YNAGOGUE��#AN�A�WOMAN�ENTER�THIS�HOLY�
PLACE�WHILE�MENSTRUATING��7HAT�IS�MORE�SACRED��THE�SPACE��OR�THE�(OLY�OBJECTS�
WITHIN�IT��)N�THE�CLASSIC�SOURCES�OF�THE�(ALAKHAH��THE�*EWISH�,AW��ONE�CAN�lND�
NO�RESTRICTIONS�ON�WOMEN�FROM�ENTERING�A�SYNAGOGUE�WHILE�BEING�IN�THE�STATE�OF�
.IDDAH�� THE�STATE�OF�MENSTRUAL� IMPURITY��.EVERTHELESS�� IN�THE�MEDIEVAL�PERIOD��
MORE�AND�MORE�SOURCES� INDICATE� THAT�MANY�WOMEN�AVOIDED�GOING� TO� THE� SYNA
GOGUE�WHEN�AT�THIS�STATE��7HY��7AS�THIS�CUSTOM�CREATED�BY�WOMEN��OR�BY�MEN��
7HERE�DID� IT� ORIGINATE��4HE� ARTICLE� SUGGESTS� IT�WAS� THE� SAME� RELIGIOUS�MENTAL
ITY�THAT�PUSHED�*EWISH�AND�#HRISTIAN�WOMEN�TO�AVOID�GOING�TO�THEIR�RESPECTIVE�
(OUSES�OF�7ORSHIP�WHILE�MENSTRUATING��4HE�CUSTOM�WAS�SOCIALLY�PROBLEMATIC��AS�
IT�PREVENTED�WOMEN�FROM�PARTICIPATING��AT�LEAST�PASSIVELY��IN�THE�SERVICE��AND�FROM�
BEING�A�VISIBLE�PART�OF�THE�COMMUNITY�IN�ITS�WEEKLY�REUNION��)T�IS�SUGGESTED�THAT�IN�
ORDER�TO�SOLVE�THIS�ISSUE��THE�NOTION�OF�THE�SACRALITY�OF�THE�SYNAGOGUE�WAS�REDUCED�
TO�SOME�EXTENT�IN�THE�MIND�OF�MANY�*EWISH�WOMEN�IN�THE�EARLYMODERN�PERIOD��
4HE�3ACRED�WAS�THE�4ORAH�3CROLL��THE�HOLIEST�OBJECT�IN�THE�SYNAGOGUE��AND�NOT�SO�
MUCH�THE�3YNAGOGUE�ITSELF��"Y�DOING�THAT��WOMEN�CREATED�A�NEW�VIABLE�SOLUTION��
THEY�COULD�ENTER�THE�SYNAGOGUE�WITHOUT�FEELING�TO�BE�TRANSGRESSING�ITS�SACRALITY��
4HEIR�RESPECT�TO�THE�(OLY�WAS�SHOWN�BY�THEM�AVOIDING�LOOKING�AT�THE�4ORAH�3CROLL�
WHEN�IT�WAS�PRESENTED�TO�THE�WORSHIPPERS�

)N� THIS� PAPER� )�WOULD� LIKE� TO� DISCUSS� ATTITUDES� FOUND� IN�MEDIEVAL�
AND� EARLYMODERN� *EWISH� SOURCES� REGARDING� THE� PRESENCE� AND� AC
TIONS� OF�WOMEN��WHILE�MENSTRUATING�� IN� THE� *EWISH� 3ACRED� 3PACE��
THE�3YNAGOGUE���4HERE�ARE�CERTAINLY�EQUIVALENCES�TO�THIS�ISSUE�IN�THE�
#HRISTIAN�WORLD�� 3OME� INTERESTING� SOURCES�WERE� DISCUSSED� BY�2OB�

�����
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-EENS�AND�OTHERS���&OR�REASONS�OF�BREVITY��)�WILL�NOT�DISCUSS�THESE�
PARALLELS�HERE�
)S�SYNAGOGUE�A�3ACRED�3PACE��3OME�MAY�ARGUE�IT� IS�NOT��5NLIKE�

CHURCHES��THEY�MAY�SAY��SYNAGOGUES�ARE�NOT�CONSECRATED�WITH�A�SPE
CIAL�LITURGICAL�FORMULA��/NLY�THE�SCRIPTURES�THEY�CONTAIN�ARE�HOLY��NOT�
THE�BUILDING��&ROM�A�PURELY�THEOLOGICAL�POINT�OF�VIEW��THIS�ASSERTION�
MIGHT�HAVE�SOME�TRUTH�IN�IT��THE�SOURCE�OF�SACRALITY�IN�THE�SYNAGOGUE�
IS�A�SACRED�OBJECT��AND�NOT�THE�SPACE�PER�SE���"UT�FROM�THE�POINT�OF�
VIEW�OF� THE�MAJORITY�OF�WORSHIPPERS�� THIS�MAY�NOT�BE� THE�CASE��!S�
3TEVEN� &INE� HAS� SHOWN� SOME� YEARS� AGO�� BOTH� LITERARY� SOURCES� AND�
ARCHAEOLOGICAL�REMAINS�DATING�BACK�TO�THE�'RECO2OMAN�PERIOD�CALL�
THE�SYNAGOGUE�A�w(OLY�0LACEw���-UCH�LATER��MANY�MEDIEVAL�AND�EARLY�
MODERN�*EWISH�LEGAL�SOURCES�SPEAK�CLEARLY�ABOUT�THE�w(OLINESS�OF�THE�
3YNAGOGUEw�WHEN� THEY� ADVOCATE� RESPECTFUL� CONDUCT� IN� IT�� )N� SHORT��
ALTHOUGH�IT�IS�TRUE�THAT�THERE�IS�NO�PRESCRIBED�FORMAL�RITUAL�OF�CONSECRA
TION�OF�A�SYNAGOGUE�SIMILAR�TO�#HRISTIAN�RITES��MOST�*EWS�CONSIDERED�
THEIR�SYNAGOGUES�TO�BE�SACRED�SPACES��7E�WILL�FOLLOW�THEIR�OWN�JUDG
MENT�ON�THE�MATTER�

4A LMUDIC �3OURCES

3EXUAL�RELATIONS�WITH�A�WOMAN�WHO�IS�IN�THE�STATE�OF�MENSTRUAL�IM
PURITY��.IDDAH�IN�(EBREW��ARE�PROHIBITED�BY�THE�BOOK�OF�,EVITICUS���
)N�THE�4ALMUDIC�LITERATURE���NDn�TH�CENTURIES	��SOME�TEXTS�DISCUSS�
THE�RITUAL�IMPURITY�OF�THE�.IDDAH��BUT�MOST�SOURCES�DEAL�WITH�ISSUES�
RELATED� TO� THE� PROHIBITION� OF� SEXUAL� RELATIONS�� !LTHOUGH� THE� 4AL
MUD�PRESCRIBES� SOME� RELATIVELY�MINOR� RESTRICTIONS�ON� THE�.IDDAH �S�
DOMESTIC� ACTIVITIES��NO� RESTRICTIONS� RELATED� TO� THE�PUBLIC� SPHERE� ARE�
PRESCRIBED��4HERE�IS�NO�TEXTUAL�BASE�IN�THE�CLASSIC�4ALMUDIC�LITERATURE�
JUSTIFYING�THE�EXCLUSION�OF�MENSTRUATING�WOMEN�FROM�THE�SYNAGOGUE��
$ID�4ALMUDICERA�WOMEN�GO�THE�SYNAGOGUE�DURING�THEIR�PERIOD�OR�
DID�THEY�ABSTAIN�FROM�IT��4HIS�WE�CAN�NOT�ANSWER��BUT�CAN�JUST�FOR
MULATE�SOME�THOUGHTS��%VEN�THOUGH�THE�4ALMUD�DOES�NOT�MENTION�
SUCH�PRACTICES��ONE�CAN�UNDERSTAND�THEIR�EXISTENCE��IF�THEY�DID�INDEED�
EXIST��ON�AT�LEAST�TWO�GROUNDS��/NE�IS�TEXTUAL��THE�OTHER�IS�wANTHROPO
LOGICALw��4HE�TEXT�OF�REFERENCE�IS��AGAIN��FROM�,EVITICUS�

3HE�SHALL�TOUCH�NO�HALLOWED�THING��NOR�COME�INTO�THE�SANCTU
ARY��UNTIL�THE�DAYS�OF�HER�PURIFYING�BE�FULlLLED��
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!LTHOUGH� THIS� TEXT� REFERS� TO� A� POSTPARTUM� WOMAN�� IT� IS� POSSIBLE�
THAT� IT�WAS� USED� BY� SOME�� IN� THE�4ALMUDIC� PERIOD�� AS� A� PROOFTEXT�
FOR� EXCLUDING� MENSTRUATING� WOMEN� FROM� THE� SYNAGOGUE��� )N� THE�
"ARAITA�DE.IDDAH��� A� WORK� WHICH� SEEMS� TO� BE� COMPOSED� IN� THE�
SECOND�HALF�OF� THE�lRST�MILLENNIUM�CE �� MAYBE� IN�0ALESTINE�� SUCH�
USE�OF�THE�VERSE�FROM�,EVITICUS�APPEARS�

4HE��MENSTRUATING	�WOMAN�����WILL�NOT�PUT�HER�FOOT�IN�A�HOUSE�
FULL�OF�BOOKS��NOR�IN�A�HOUSE�PREPARED�FOR�A�PRAYER����@!ND�SHE�
SHALL� NOT� COME� INTO� THE� SANCTUARY�� �,EV� �����	� n� SHE� IS� NOT�
ALLOWED�TO�ENTER�PLACES�OF�STUDY�AND�SYNAGOGUES������

!S�WE�SAID��ANOTHER�POSSIBLE�REASON�FOR�AN�EXCLUSION�OF�MENSTRUATING�
WOMEN�DOES�NOT�NEED�A�SCRIPTURAL�BASE��)F�THE�WOMAN�IS�CONSIDERED�
TO�BE�IMPURE��IT�IS�ALMOST�wUNDERSTANDABLEw��IN�A�RELIGIOUS�CONTEXT��TO�
EXCLUDE�HER�FROM�THE�wPUREw��SACRED�PLACE�OF�WORSHIP��
7HAT�WAS�THE�REALITY�IN�THE�4ALMUDIC�PERIOD��!S�WE�STILL�DO�NOT�

KNOW�FROM�WHICH�BRANCH�OF�2ABBINIC�*UDAISM�THE�"ARAITA�DE.ID
DAH�EMERGED��IT�WILL�BE�HAZARDOUS�TO�TRY�TO�LEARN�wHISTORYw�FROM�IT��
(ENCE��WE�WOULD�REMAIN�WITH�OUR�INITIAL�CONCLUSION��IN�THE�CLASSIC�
4ALMUDIC�SOURCES�WOMEN�ARE�NOT�DESCRIBED�AS�EXCLUDED�FROM�SYNA
GOGUES�DURING�THEIR�PERIOD��7HETHER�THIS�REmECT�THE�REALITY��WE�CAN�
NOT�ANSWER�AT�THIS�MOMENT�WITH�CERTAINTY�

7OMEN�S �%XC LUS ION� IN �-ED IEVA L �%UROPEAN� *EWISH�
3OURCES

7E�SHALL�MOVE�NOW�TO�THE�MEDIEVAL�AND�THE�EARLYMODERN�PERIOD��)N�
MEDIEVAL�TIMES��THE�SYNAGOGUE�IS�OFTEN�REFERRED�TO�AS�A�w3MALL�0ARTIAL�
4EMPLEw��IN�(EBREW��w-IKDASH�-E�ATw	����!S�SUCH��TEMPLELIKE�CON
DUCT� SHOULD�BE� APPLIED� TO� IT�� ONE�MAY� ARGUE��4HE�QUOTATION� FROM�
THE�"ARAITA�DE.IDDAH�WE�HAVE�SEEN�WAS�KNOWN�TO�SOME�MEDIEVAL�
AUTHORS��ESPECIALLY�BECAUSE�IT�WAS�QUOTED�BY�ANOTHER�RESPECTED�BOOK��
THE�3EFER�HA-IKTSO�OT����3OME�OF�THESE�AUTHORS�CONSIDERED�THE�"ARAITA�
DE.IDDAH� TO�BE�AN�AUTHENTIC�PART�OF�THE�4ALMUDIC� LITERATURE��AND�
THUS�TO�HAVE�AT�LEAST�SOME�(ALAKHIC���VALUE��/THERS�SIMPLY�USED�THE�
BIBLICAL� TEXT� ABOUT� THE� POSTPARTUM�WOMAN� TO� JUSTIFY� SUCH� EXCLU
SION����(AVING�SAID�THAT��IT�SHOULD�BE�NOTED�THAT�MOST�EARLY�MEDIEVAL�
AUTHORS���WHO�DEALT�WITH� THIS�QUESTION�DECLARED� THAT�MENSTRUATING�
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WOMEN�ARE�PERMITTED�TO�ENTER�THE�SYNAGOGUES��.EVERTHELESS��MANY�
ADDED��IF�WOMEN�DECIDE�TO�ABSTAIN�FROM�THE�HOUSE�OF�WORSHIP�WHEN�
THEY�ARE�.IDDAH��THEIR�ACT�IS�PRAISEWORTHY��3UCH�AN�OPINION�IS�FOUND�
IN�VARIOUS�BOOKS�COMING�FROM�THE�CIRCLE�OF�THE�&RENCH�2ABBI�3ALO
MON� BEN� )SAAC� �2ASHI�� ����n����	�� PROBABLY� THE� MOST� VENERATED�
MEDIEVAL�*EW�

���!ND�THERE�ARE�WOMEN�WHO�AVOID�ENTERING�SYNAGOGUE�DUR
ING� THEIR� MENSTRUATION� AND� TOUCHING� A�THE��� BOOK��4HIS� IS�
ONLY�A�SUPPLEMENTARY�RESTRICTION��;!ND�THEY�DON�T�HAVE�TO�DO�
SO����BUT=�IT�S�A�PURITY��CUSTOM	�FOR�THEM��AND�THEY�DO�WELL��AND�
ARE�TO�BE�PRAISED����

3IMILAR�DECLARATIONS�ARE�COMMON�IN�THE���TH�AND���TH�CENTURIES��FOR
MULATED�BY�%LIEZER�BEN�*OEL�(ALEVI�S��w2AVYAHw������n����	����OR�BY�
THE�)TALIAN�2ABBI�:EDEKIAH�BEN�!BRAHAM�!NAV��DIED�����	����
)N� THE� ��TH�CENTURY�� IT� SEEMS� THAT� SOME�AUTHORS� TRY��NOT�ALWAYS�

SUCCESSFULLY��TO�ADOPT�A�MORE�CLEAR�CUT�ATTITUDE��)SAAC�BEN�-EIR�$UER
EN� �SECOND�HALF� OF� ��TH� CENTURY	� SEEMS� TO� BE� PARTICULARLY� HESITANT�
REGARDING�THIS�ISSUE��4WO�LINES�AFTER�SAYING�THAT�IT�IS�FORBIDDEN�FOR�A�
MENSTRUATING�WOMAN�TO�GO�TO�A�SYNAGOGUE��HE�DECLARES�THAT�2ASHI�
PERMITTED�THIS��WITHOUT�MENTIONING�THAT�ACCORDING�TO�2ASHI�S�CIRCLE��
IT�IS�NEVERTHELESS�A�wGOOD�CUSTOMw�NOT�TO�GO� ��

)N�THE���TH�CENTURY��A�SHIFT�OCCURS��)SRAEL�BEN�0ETHAHIAH�)SSERLEIN�
�����n����	��THE�FOREMOST�RABBI�OF�'ERMANY�IN�HIS�TIME��INTRODUCES�
NEW�CONSIDERATIONS�TO�THE�HALAKHIC�DISCUSSIONS�ABOUT�THIS�QUESTION����
)NITIALLY��HE�SEEMS�TO�BE�MORE�SEVERE�THAN�MANY�OF�HIS�PREDECESSORS��
CONSIDERING�THE�CUSTOM�OF�MENSTRUATING�WOMEN�AVOIDING�SYNAGOGUES�
TO�BE�MORE�THAN�JUST�A�wGOOD�CUSTOMw��4HEN��HE�BRINGS�IN�A�NEW�CON
SIDERATION��WHICH�CHANGES�THE�PICTURE��AT�LEAST�TO�SOME�EXTENT��$URING�
THE�(IGH�(OLIDAYS��WOMEN�WHO�STAY�OUTSIDE�OF�THE�SYNAGOGUE�WILL�
SUFFER�FROM�GREAT�SORROW��4O�AVOID�THIS�PAIN��HE�PERMITS�THEM�TO�ENTER�
THE�SYNAGOGUE����7ITH�THIS�PERMISSION��HE�ENABLES�WOMEN�WHO�FOL
LOW�HIS�RULING�TO�BE�IN�THE�SYNAGOGUE�DESPITE�BEING�.IDDAH��AT�LEAST�
IN�SPECIAL�EVENTS��AND�NOT�TO�FEEL�AS�IF�THEY�HAVE�TRANSGRESSED�ANY�LAW��
!�FEW�GENERATIONS�LATER��THIS�PERMISSION�APPEARS�AGAIN�IN�ONE�OF�THE�
MOST�IMPORTANT�HALAKHIC�WORK�FOR�OBSERVANT�!SHKENAZI�*EWS�TO�THIS�
DAY��-OSES�"EN� )SRAEL� )SSERLES� �w2EMAw�� ����n����	�� IN� HIS� FAMOUS�
WORK��THE�w-APPAHw��STATES�



%VYATAR�-ARIENBERG��� -ENSTRUATION�IN�3ACRED�3PACES ��

3OME�WROTE�THAT�A�MENSTRUATING�WOMEN��DURING�THE�DAYS�SHE�
SEES� �BLOOD	� SHOULD� NOT� ENTER� THE� SYNAGOGUE� NOR� PRAY� NOR�
MENTION�THE��(OLY	�.AME��NOR�TOUCH�A�THE�BOOK��AND�SOME�
SAY�SHE�IS�PERMITTED�TO�DO�ALL��AND�THIS�IS�THE�BASIC�LAW��BUT�THE�
CUSTOM�IN�THESE�COUNTRIES�IS�LIKE�THE�lRST�OPINION��AND�DURING�
THE�CLEAN�DAYS���THEY�USED�TO�PERMIT��!ND�EVEN�IN�PLACES�WHERE�
THE�CUSTOM�IS�TO�BE�SEVERE��DURING�THE�DAYS�OF�REPENTANCE�AND�
ALIKE�� WHEN�MANY� GATHER� TO� GO� TO� THE� SYNAGOGUE�� THEY� ARE�
ALLOWED� TO� GO� TO� THE� SYNAGOGUE� LIKE� OTHER�WOMEN��BECAUSE�
THIS�IS�FOR�THEM�A�GREAT�SORROW�THAT�ALL�GATHER�AND�THEY�STAND�
OUTSIDE����

,ET�US�REMAIN�IN�THE���TH�CENTURY��BUT�AT�THE�SOUTH�OF�%UROPE��"ENJA
MIN�:E�EV�BEN�-ATTATHIAS�OF�!RTA��DIED�CIRCA�����	�WAS�APPARENTLY�
ASKED�ABOUT�WOMEN�WHO�AVOID�SYNAGOGUE�DURING�THEIR�PERIOD��4HIS�
IS�HOW�HE�RESPONDED�

!ND� ABOUT� YOUR� AMAZEMENT� AT� WOMEN� WHO� REFRAIN� FROM�
COMING�TO�SYNAGOGUE�WHILE�THEY�SEE�BLOOD����IN�ORDER�NOT�TO�
SEE�THE�4ORAH�SCROLL�n�NO�REASON�TO�BE�AMAZED��7HAT�THEY�DO�
IS�BECAUSE�OF�HONOR��NOT�BECAUSE�IT�IS�FORBIDDEN�FOR�THEM�TO�
DO�SO�����

3OME�GENERATIONS�LATER��IN���TH�CENTURY�)TALY��ANOTHER�AUTHOR��3HAB
BETAI�"E�ER��SEEMS�TO�BE�GENUINELY�SURPRISED�UPON�RECEIVING�A�QUES
TION�REGARDING�SUCH�PRACTICES��7HEN�HE�BEGINS�TO�EXPLORE�THE�ISSUE��
HE�REALIZES�THAT�IT�IS�A�COMPLEX�ONE��/N�ONE�HAND��HE�IS�NOT�ABLE�TO�
IGNORE�MAJOR�AUTHORITIES� LIKE�)SSERLES��/N�THE�OTHER�HAND��NOT�ONLY�
CAN�HE�NOT�lND�4ALMUDIC�SOURCES�TO�SUPPORT�SUCH�CUSTOMS��HE�ALSO�
ASKS��WHAT�CONTACT�DO�WOMEN�HAVE�WITH�SACRED�OBJECTS�THAT�MIGHT�BE�
PROBLEMATIC�WHEN�THEY�ARE�CONSIDERED�IMPURE����)F�WE�CONSIDER�THIS�
QUESTION� SERIOUSLY�� SAYS�"E�ER�� IT�WOULD�BE�MORE� REASONABLE� TO�PRE
SCRIBE�RESTRICTIONS�UPON�IMPURE�MEN����AS�THEY�ENJOY�MUCH�GREATER�AC
CESS�TO�THE�4ORAH�SCROLLS��&URTHERMORE��HOW�CAN�IT�BE�THAT�ESPECIALLY�
IN�THE�HOLIEST�TIME�OF�THE�YEAR��THE�(IGH�(OLIDAYS��THIS�RESTRICTION�CAN�
BE�IGNORED��&OR�THESE�REASONS��SAYS�"E�ER�

)�DID�NOT�lND�ANY�ARGUMENT�FOR� FORBIDDING� IT��AND�NO�BASE�
TO� THIS� CUSTOM� IN� ALL� OF� )TALY�� AND� CERTAINLY�� )� DID� NOT� HEAR�
OF� A�"IBLICAL� SOURCE��NOR� A� LOGICAL�ONE����%VEN�MENSTRUATING�
WOMEN�CAN�TOUCH�THE�4ORAH�SCROLL�AND�READ�IT����4HIS�IS�WHY�
)� CANNOT� lND� ANY� BASE� FOR� THIS� RESTRICTION� EXCEPT� IN� PLACES�
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WHERE��WOMEN	�HAVE�THIS�SEVERE�PRACTICE��BUT�THERE�IS�NOT�ANY�
PROHIBITION�WHATSOEVER���

3HABBETAI�"E�ER�S�CONCLUSION�IS�CLEAR��7OMEN�IN�PLACES�IN�WHICH�THE�
CUSTOM�IS�TO�AVOID�SYNAGOGUE�MAY��IF�THEY�WISH�TO��CONTINUE�OBSERV
ING�IT��BUT�THEY�CAN�NOT�JUSTIFY�THEIR�ACT�BY�ANY�OTHER�REASON�EXCEPT�
FOR�THE�PRESERVATION�OF�AN�OLD�CUSTOM�

4HE�4ORAH�3CRO L L

,ET�US�NOW�LOOK�AGAIN�AT�THE�TEXT�OF�"E�ER��BUT�FROM�A�DIFFERENT�PER
SPECTIVE��"E�ER�DOES�NOT�THINK�IN�TERMS�OF�SACRED�SPACE��BUT�RATHER��
IN� TERMS�OF� SACRED�OBJECTS��&OR�HIM�� THE�PHYSICAL� CONTACT�WITH� THE�
SACRED�OBJECT� IS�WHAT�COUNTS��NOT�THE�PRESENCE� IN�THE�SACRED�SPACE��
(E�REPRESENTS��IN�A�WAY��A�MORE�wINTELLECTUALw��OR�THEOLOGICAL��POINT�
OF�VIEW�THAN�MOST�OF�HIS�PREDECESSORS��(E�IS�CERTAINLY�NOT�THE�lRST�
TO�MAKE�THIS�DISTINCTION��BUT�HE�IS�USING�IT�IN�A�VERY�MARKED�WAY��)N�
SOURCES�PRIOR�TO�THE���TH�CENTURY��ALTHOUGH�SOMETIMES�A�SACRED�OB
JECT��A�BOOK��MOST�PROBABLY�THE�4ORAH�3CROLL��WAS�MENTIONED�TOGETHER�
WITH�THE�SACRED�SPACE��THE�SYNAGOGUE��IT�WAS�GENERALLY�NOT�DESCRIBED�
AS�THE�SACRALITY�PAR�EXCELLENCE�THAT�WOMEN�TEND�TO��OR�SHOULD��AVOID����
4HE� SPACE� IN� ITSELF�WAS�HOLY��AND�AVOIDANCE�OF� IT�WAS�CONSIDERED�A�
PRAISEWORTHY�ACT�
/N�THE�OTHER�HAND��SINCE�THE���TH�CENTURY��THE�SCROLLS�SEEM�TO�BE�

MORE�AND�MORE�THE�wTHINGw�TO�BE�AVOIDED��*ACOB�BEN�*UDAH�,ANDAU��A�
��TH�CENTURY�'ERMAN�2ABBI��PROVIDES�US�WITH�AN�INTERESTING�OBSERVA
TION�REGARDING�THIS�

!ND�)��THE�AUTHOR��SAW�IN�MY�COUNTRY�THAT�WOMEN�HAVE�THE�
HABIT�TO�ENTER�THE�SYNAGOGUE��4HEY�PRAY��AND�THEY�RESPOND�TO�
EVERY�SACRED�SAYING����4HEY�ARE�ONLY�CAREFUL�NOT�TO�LOOK�AT�THE�
4ORAH�SCROLL�WHEN�THE�CANTOR�SHOWS�IT�TO�THE�PEOPLE���

)N�THE���TH�CENTURY�WE�HAVE�SEEN�THIS�SAME�ACCENT�IN�"ENJAMIN�BEN�
-ATTATHIAS�� RESPONSUM��ALTHOUGH� THERE�MENSTRUATING�WOMEN�AFTER�
ALL� APPARENTLY� AVOIDED� THE� SYNAGOGUE�ALTOGETHER��!CCORDING� TO� THE�
QUESTION�HE�WAS�ASKED�

WOMENx�REFRAIN�FROM�COMING�TO�SYNAGOGUE�WHILE�THEY�SEE�
BLOOD�IN�ORDER�NOT�TO�SEE�THE�4ORAH�SCROLL�
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(OW�DID�THIS�NEW�CUSTOM�OF�CONSCIOUSLY�AVOIDING�THE�VIEW�OF�THE�
4ORAH�SCROLL�GET�CREATED��5NLIKE�THE�AVOIDANCE�OF�THE�SYNAGOGUE�THAT�
MIGHT�HAVE�� AS�WE�HAVE� SHOWN�� SOME� ROOTS� IN�4ALMUDIC� AND� EVEN�
BIBLICAL�LITERATURE��THIS�NEW�IDEA�CAN�NOT�BE�EXPLAINED�USING�CLASSIC�
SOURCES��)N�ORDER�TO�TRY�TO�UNDERSTAND�IT��WE�SHOULD�GO�BACK�AND�SUM
MARIZE�WHAT�WE�HAVE�SEEN�

#ONC LUS ION ��&ROM�A�3ACRED�/B JECT � TO �A �3ACRED�3PACE ��
AND�"ACK

)N�THE�4ALMUDIC�PERIOD��WE�DO�NOT�KNOW�WHETHER�WOMEN�WENT�TO�
SYNAGOGUES�WHILE�.IDDAH�OR�NOT��*UMPING�TO�THE���THn��TH�CENTURIES��
WE�HAVE�SEEN�THAT�REFRAINING�FROM�SYNAGOGUE�WAS�CONSIDERED�BY�SEV
ERAL�RABBINIC�AUTHORITIES�TO�BE�A�GOOD�CUSTOM��BUT�NOT�AN�OBLIGATORY�
ONE��)N�THE���TH�CENTURY��ONE�CAN�lND�IN�THE�WRITINGS�OF�SOME�RAB
BINIC� AUTHORITIES� THAT� REFRAINING� FROM� THE� SYNAGOGUE� IS�MORE� THAN�
JUST�A�CUSTOM��4O�THIS�SEVERE�ATTITUDE�AUTHORS� IN�THE���TH�AND���TH�
CENTURIES�RESPOND�BY�ADDING�A�NEW�REASON�FOR�PERMITTING�THE�PRES
ENCE�OF�MENSTRUATING�WOMEN�IN�THE�SYNAGOGUE��REMAINING�OUTSIDE�
IN�THE�(IGH�(OLIDAYS�WILL�CAUSE�THEM�DISTRESS��4O�AVOID�IT��THEY�MAY�
ENTER�THE�SACRED�SPACE�
)N�ALL�THESE�SOURCES��ALTHOUGH�THE�4ORAH�3CROLL�IS�SOMETIMES�MEN

TIONED��THE�PROHIBITION�SEEMS�TO�BE�RELATED�TO�THE�SYNAGOGUE�ITSELF��!S�
THE�SPACE�IN�ITSELF�WAS�CONSIDERED�SACRED��IT�WAS�AGREED�BY�MANY�THAT�
MENSTRUATING� WOMAN� SHOULD� PREFERABLY� AVOID� IT�� 4HE� EMPATHETIC�
PERMISSION�THAT�APPEARED�IN�THE���TH�CENTURY�SEEMED�PROBLEMATIC�TO�
SOME�AUTHORS��ALREADY�AT�THE�SAME�GENERATION��4HEY�WANTED�SOME
THING�MORE�DElNITIVE��)F�SUCH�ENTRANCE�IS�FORBIDDEN��THIS�PROHIBITION�
SHOULD�BE�KEPT�DURING� THE�HOLIDAYS�� )F� IT� IS�NOT��WOMEN�SHOULD�BE�
CERTAINLY�PERMITTED��MAYBE�EVEN�ENCOURAGED��TO�ENTER�THE�SYNAGOGUE�
AT�ALL�TIMES�OF�THE�YEAR��!�SOLUTION�CAME�USING�A�MORE�wRATIONALw�AT
TITUDE��EMPATHY�WAS�NOT�NEEDED�ANY�MORE�TO�JUSTIFY�WOMEN�ENTERING�
TO�THE�SYNAGOGUE��4HE�PROHIBITION��IT�WAS�SAID��IS�NOT�IN�RELATION�TO�
A�SACRED�SPACE��BUT�TO�A�SACRED�OBJECT��)N�A�WAY��THE�ADVOCATES�OF�THIS�
IDEA�PUSHED�FOR�A�RETURN�TO�THE�MORE�wPUREw�NOTION�ABOUT�THE�wREALw�
SOURCE�OF�SACRALITY�OF�THE�SYNAGOGUE��4HIS�SHIFT�PROVIDED�WOMEN�WITH�
A�SOLUTION�THAT�BECAME�MORE�COMFORTABLE�FOR�THEM��4HEY�WOULD�NOT�
HAVE�TO�AVOID�COMING�TO�THE�SYNAGOGUE��AN�ACT�THAT�NOT�ONLY�MIGHT�
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PUBLICLY�REVEAL�THEIR�PHYSICAL�CONDITION��BUT�ALSO��AND�PERHAPS�MORE�
IMPORTANTLY��WOULD�CAUSE�THEM�TO�LOSE�THE�EXPERIENCE�OF�THE�COMMU
NAL�SERVICE��)NSTEAD��THEY�COULD�ENTER�THE�SYNAGOGUE�AND�ONLY�AVOID�
LOOKING�TOWARDS�THE�SCROLL�IN�A�SPECIlC�AND�RELATIVELY�BRIEF�MOMENT�OF�
THE�LITURGY��2UTH�,ANGER�RECENTLY�SHOWED�THAT�ALTHOUGH�PUBLIC�RITUALS�
PERFORMED�PRIOR�TO�THE�4ORAH�READING�EXISTED�IN�MEDIEVAL�!SHKENAZ��
THEY�WERE�ONLY�LOCAL�AND�OCCASIONAL��"EGINNING�IN�THE���TH�CENTURY��
AND� AMPLIlED� IN� THE� ��TH� AND� ��TH� CENTURIES�� THESE� RITUALS� WERE�
DRAMATICALLY�ELABORATED�AND�WIDE�SPREAD��4HE�ACT�OF�TAKING�OUT�THE�
4ORAH�SCROLL�FROM�THE�ARK�BECAME�A�CRUCIAL�AND�DRAMATIC�MOMENT�IN�
WORSHIP��4HE�LITURGY�OF�THIS�MOMENT�wEXPRESSLY�MAKES�THE�CURRENT�
SYNAGOGUE�RITUAL�INTO�A�MOMENT�OF�EQUIVALENT�REVELATION�OR�IMMEDI
ATE� INTERACTION�WITH� THE�$IVINEw���� )�BELIEVE� THAT� THIS�DEVELOPMENT�
MIGHT�BE�RELATED�TO�THIS�NEW�REFUSAL�OF�VIEWING�THE�SCROLL��7OMEN�
COULD�RETAIN�THEIR�RIGHT�TO�BE�IN�THE�SACRED�SPACE�AND�WITNESS�THE�COM
MUNAL�WORSHIP��EVEN�WHILE�BEING�MENSTRUATING��AS�LONG�AS�THEY�AVOID�
LOOKING�AT�THE�SACRED�OBJECT��THE�4ORAH�SCROLL�

.OTES

��������� )� WOULD� LIKE� TO� THANK� 0ROF��
%LISHEVA� #ARLEBACH� �#5.9	� AND� 0ROF��
%RIC�:IMMER� �")5	� FOR� THEIR�WORTHY� IN
SIGHTS�AND�COMMENTS� REGARDING�DRAFTS�OF�
THIS�PAPER��4HIS�PAPER�WAS�lNALIZED�WHILE�

AND� @4AKANAT� %ZRA�w� �(EBREW	�� 4E�UDA� ��
�����	�� PP�� ��n��� �� 3HAYE� *�� $�� #OHEN��
w-ENSTRUANTS�AND�THE�3ACRED�IN�*UDAISM�
AND�#HRISTIANITYw�� IN�� 3ARAH�"��0OMEROY�
�ED�	��7OMEN�S�(ISTORY�AND�!NCIENT�(ISTORY��
5NIVERSITY�OF�#AROLINA�0RESS��#HAPEL�(ILL�
������PP�����n������*EFFREY�2OBERT�7OOLF��
w-EDIEVAL�-ODELS�OF�0URITY�AND�3ANCTITY��
!SHKENAZIC� 7OMEN� IN� THE� 3YNAGOGUEw��
IN��-�*�(�-��0OORTHUIS�AND�*��3CHWARTZ�
�EDS�	��0URITY�AND�(OLINESS�n�4HE�(ERITAGE�
OF�,EVITICUS��"RILL��,EIDEN�������PP�����n
����� !LTHOUGH�WE� USE� AT� TIMES� IDENTICAL�
SOURCES�� MY� APPROACH� IS� DIFFERENT� FROM�
EACH�OF�THEIRS�

�� ������ 2OB�-EENS��w3ACRED�SPACE�AND�
THE�RIGHT�OF�SANCTUARY�IN�THE�EARLY�-IDDLE�
!GESw��PAPER�PRESENTED�AT� THE�5NIVERSITY�
OF�%XETER��!PRIL���TH�������

�� ������7E� SHOULD�NOTE� THAT� THE� SAME�
MIGHT�BE�SAID�ABOUT�CHURCHES��IN�WHICH�A�
RELIC�OF�A�SAINT�IN�OR�UNDER�THE�ALTAR��AS�WELL�
AS�THE�CONSECRATED�HOST��CAN�BE�SAID�TO�BE�
THE�SOURCE�OF�HOLINESS�

�� ������ 3EE� 3TEVEN� &INE�� 4HIS� (OLY�
0LACE�� /N� THE� 3ANCTITY� OF� THE� 3YNAGOGUE�

)�WAS�

TO�THANK�HERE�THE�MEMBERS�OF�THIS�INSTITU

3OME�OF�THE�SOURCES�DISCUSSED�IN�RICHING�

�����%XETER��%NGLAND	��!PRIL�
��%ARLY�-ODERN�%UROPEw��5NIVERSITY�OF�
lNING�THE�(OLY��3ACRED�3PACE�IN�-EDIEVAL�

THIS�PAPER�WAS�READ�IN�THE�CONFERENCE�w$E
������PP�����n�����!�DRAFT�OF�,ETTRES��0ARIS�

CONCEPTUALISENT�LA�MENSTRUATION��,ES�"ELLES�
MY�RECENT�BOOK�.IDDAH��,ORSQUE� LES� JUIFS�
THIS�ARTICLE�ARE�ALSO�DISCUSSED��IN�&RENCH��IN�

A�3CHOLARIN2ESIDENCE�AT�0AIDEIA

TION�FOR�MAKING �STAY IN�3WEDEN�SO�EN


�MY��

OF� THE�(OLY� BY� THE�-ENSTRUANT�7OMAN�
3EE�� 9EDIDYA� $INARI�� w4HE� 0ROFANATION�
BY� SEVERAL� SCHOLARS� IN� RECENT� DECADES��
WOMEN� AND� SYNAGOGUE� WAS� DISCUSSED�

�� ������ 4HE� QUESTION� OF� MENSTRUATING�

)NSTITUTE� IN� 3TOCKHOLM�� )� WOULD� LIKE�
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DURING� THE� 'RECO2OMAN� 0ERIOD�� 5NIVER
SITY� OF�.OTRE�$AME� 0RESS�� .OTRE�$AME�
������ )� AM� VERY� GRATEFUL� FOR� 0ROF�� &INE�
FOR� HIS� GENEROSITY� AND� USEFUL� COMMENTS�
REGARDING�THE�SUBJECT�OF�THIS�PAPER�

�� ������ ,EV����������,EV��������
�� ������ ,EV��������+*6	�
�� ������ !NOTHER� BIBLICAL� TEXT�� ,EV� ����

��n���� STATES�� AMONG� OTHER� THINGS�� THAT�
COMING�TO�THE�4EMPLE�AFTER�A�CONTACT�WITH�
A�MENSTRUATING�WOMAN�CAN�BE�FATAL��)�HAVE�
NOT�YET� SEEN�MEDIEVAL� *EWISH� TEXTS�USING�
THIS� REFERENCE� TO� JUSTIFY� THE� EXCLUSION� OF�
MENSTRUATING�WOMEN�FROM�SYNAGOGUES�

�� ������ &OR�A�DETAILED�STUDY�OF�THIS�TEXT�
SEE�THE�lRST�HALF��PP����n���	�OF�MY�OWN�
DOCTORAL�DISSERTATION��%VYATAR�-ARIENBERG��
.IDDAH���%TUDES�SUR�LA�"ARAITA�DE�.IDDAH�ET�
SUR�LA�CONCEPTUALISATION�DE�LA�MENSTRUATION�
DANS�LE�MONDE�JUIF�ET�SON�£CHO�DANS�LE�MONDE�
CHR£TIEN� DE� L�£POQUE�M£DI£VAL� Ü� NOS� JOURS��
4HáSE�DE�DOCTORAT��%(%33��0ARIS�������)�
AM�CURRENTLY�PREPARING� A� CRITICAL� EDITION�
OF�"ARAITA�DE.IDDAH�FOR�PUBLICATION�

�������� "ARAITA� DE.IDDAH� �(OROWITZ�
������ ����� ���� �� -ARIENBERG� ������ e�����
e���	��4HIS�AND�ALL�FOLLOWING�TRANSLATIONS�
ARE�MINE��$IFFERENT�WORKS�QUOTE�PARTS�OF�
THE�"ARAITA�DE.IDDAH�� )N�SOME�OF� THEM�
THE� PARTS� QUOTED� CONTAIN� THE� QUESTION�
OF� GOING� TO� THE� SYNAGOGUE�� ALTHOUGH� IN�
AN� INDIRECT� WAY�� IT� IS� SAID� THAT� FAMILY�
MEMBERS�OF�THE�MENSTRUATING�WOMAN��IF�
THEY�WERE�EXPOSED�IN�VARIOUS�WAYS�TO�HER�
IMPURITY��CAN�NOT�ATTEND�SYNAGOGUE�UNLESS�
THEY�WERE�PURIlED�IN�A�RITUAL�BATH��"ARAITA�
DE.IDDAH��(OROWITZ��������������-ARIEN
BERG�������e��		��!�FORTIORI��IF�THEY�CAN�NOT�
ATTEND� SYNAGOGUE�� IT� IS� OBVIOUS� THAT� THE�
WOMAN�HERSELF�SHOULD�STAY�OUT��3EE�SUCH�
QUOTATIONS�IN�",�-3�!DD���������F�����B�
�PUBLISHED�BY�3CHECHTER�IN�*12��������	��
PP�����n���	��2OKE�AH��P����� ��+OLBO��A��
����

��� �����/N� CERTAIN� ASPECTS� REGARDING�
THE�EVOLUTION�OF�THIS�CONCEPT�SEE�)SRAEL�-��
4A3HMA��w3YNAGOGAL�3ANCTITY�n�3YMBOL
ISM�AND�2EALITYw��(EBREW	��IN��3��%LIZUR��
-�$��(ERR��'��3HAKED��!��3HINAN��EDS	��
+NESSET� %ZRA� n� ,ITERATURE� AND� ,IFE� IN� THE�
3YNAGOGUE��9AD�"EN:VI�� *ERUSALEM�������
PP�����n�����3EE�ALSO�A�DISCUSSION�OF�DIF

FERENT� FACTORS� IN� MEDIEVAL� !SHKENAZIC�
THOUGHT�THAT�EMERGED�FROM�OR�LED�TO�THIS�
CONCEPT�� *EFFREY� 2OBERT�7OOLF�� ART�� CIT���
PP�����n����

��� ����� 4HE� 3EFER� HA-IKTSO�OT� IS� LOST��
ALTHOUGH� QUOTATIONS� FROM� IT� EXIST�� 3EE�
FOR�EXAMPLE�IN�/TSAR�HA'EONIM��"ERAKHOT�
��B��PP����n��	��-ORDECHAI�!KIVA�&RIED
MAN�PUBLISHED�A�SIMILAR�TEXT��w-ENSTRUAL�
)MPURITY� AND� 3ECTARIANISM� IN� THE�7RIT
INGS� OF� THE� 'EONIM� AND� OF� -OSES� AND�
!BRAHAM� -AIMONIDESw� �(EBREW	�� IN��
-AIMONIDEAN�3TUDIES� �� �����	��PP���n����
!�QUOTATION�OF� THE�3EFER�HA-IKTSO�OT� EX
ISTS�IN�THE�WORK�OF�)SAAC�BEN�-EIR�$UEREN�
�SECOND� HALF� OF� ��TH� CENTURY	�� 3HA�AREI�
$URA������ AND�ALSO� IN� THE�WORK�OF� *ACOB�
BEN� *UDAH� ,ANDAU� �DIED� ����	� IN� HIS�
HA!GUR�� A�� ������7E� WILL� RETURN� TO� THIS�
IMPORTANT�TEXT�LATER�

��� ����� &ROM�w(ALAKHAHw��*EWISH�,AW�
�������� )N� THE� -AHZOR� 6ITRY�� A� WORK�

FROM� MEDIEVAL� NORTHERN� &RANCE� �4HE�
CORE�OF�THIS�WORK�IS�ATTRIBUTED�TO�3IMHAH�
BEN� 3AMUEL� OF� 6ITRY�� ��TH� CENTURY�� BUT�
IN� ITS� CURRENT� STATE� IT� INCLUDES� ADDITIONS�
UP� TO� THE� ��TH� CENTURY	�� ONE� CAN� SEE� AN�
ATTACK� AGAINST� SUCH� AN� INTERPRETATION�
OF� THIS� BIBLICAL� TEXT�� AN� ATTACK� THAT� BY�
ITS� VERY� EXISTANCE� TESTIlES� THAT� SUCH�
AN� INTERPRETATION� WAS� WELL� KNOWN� IN�
MEDIEVAL� .ORTHERN� &RANCE�� 3EE�-AHZOR�
6ITRY��P�����

��� ����� w%ARLY�-EDIEVALw�IN�*EWISH�CON
TEXT��ALTHOUGH�*EWS�LIVED�IN�%UROPE�FROM�
AT� LEAST� THE� lRST� CENTURY�#%��WE� DO�NOT�
HAVE� ANY� %UROPEAN� *EWISH� TEXT� PRIOR� TO�
THE� ��TH� CENTURY�#%��4HEREFORE�� w%ARLYw�
MEANS���THn��TH�CENTURIES�

�������� 4WO� POSSIBLE� TRANSLATIONS�� )�
DO� NOT� KNOW� IF� THIS� PRACTICE� REFERS� ONLY�
TO� THE�4ORAH� SCROLLS� �wTHE� "OOKw	� OR� TO�
OTHER� SACRED� BOOKS� AS� WELL� �wA� BOOKw	��
4HE�LATER�INTERPRETATION�IS�THE�ONE�FOUND�
IN� THE�"ARAITA� DE.IDDAH� ������ AND� EVEN�
MORE� CLEARLY� IN� THE�-EGILAT� !HIMA�AZ�� A�
(EBREW�TEXT� FROM� ��TH�CENTURY� SOUTHERN�
)TALY�� &OR� THE� (EBREW� TEXT� SEE� -EGILAT�
!HIMA�AZ��(EBREW	��%DITED�BY�"ENJAMIN�
+LAR��4ARSHISH��*ERUSALEM�������P������&OR�
AN� %NGLISH� TRANSLATION� SEE� -ARCUS� 3ALZ
MAN��4HE�#HRONICLE�OF�!HIMAAZ��#OLUM
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BIA�5NIVERSITY�0RESS��.EW�9ORK�������PP��
��n���

���� 3EFER� HA0ARDES�� P�� ��� 3EE� ALSO�
IN� -AHZOR� 6ITRY�� P�� ����� (A�/REH�� P��
���n�����.OTE�THAT�THE�0ARDES�S�STATEMENT�
ABOUT�AVOIDING� TOUCHING�A�THE�wBOOKw� IS�
MISSING�IN�-AHZOR�6ITRY�

��� ����� 3EE�� 3EFER� 2AVYAH�� 6OL�� ��� P��
���� 4HE� 2AVYAH� IS� QUOTED� ALSO� BY�-EIR�
BEN� 9EKUTIEL� HA+OHEN� OF� 2OTHENBURG�
�DIED� ����	� IN� HIS� (AGGAHOT� -AIMUNI
YYOT�� (ILKHOT� 4ElLA�� #H�� ��� 3EE� ALSO� IN�
)SAAC�BEN�-OSES�OF�6IENNA��THE�2AVYAH�S�
DISCIPLE�� ����n����	�� /R� :ARU�A�� 6OL�� )��
A������ ��-ORDEKHAI�BEN�(ILLEL�HA+OHEN�
������n����	��-ORDEKHAI��"ERAKHOT��END�OF�
CHAPTER���

�������� 3HIBBOLEI� HA,EKET�� (ILKHOT�
.IDDAH��)N�THIS�TEXT��JUST�LIKE�THE�0ARDES��
BUT� DIFFERENT� FROM� -AHZOR� 6ITRY	�� THE�
CUSTOM� OF� NOT� TOUCHING� A�THE� wBOOKw� IS�
PRAISED�

��� ���� )SAAC�BEN�-EIR�$UEREN��3HA�AREI�
$URA��(ILKHOT�.IDDAH������/N�THE�IMPOR
TANCE�OF�THIS�BOOK�SEE�THE�AFlRMATION�OF�
)SRAEL�4A3HEMA��wBASED�WHOLLY�UPON�THE�
TRADITIONS� OF� 'ERMANY� AND� &RANCE�� ;THE�
3HA�AREI� $URA=� BECAME� THE� BASIS� OF� (A
LAKHAH�IN�THIS�DIFlCULT�SECTOR��OF�.IDDAH�
AND�LAWS�OF�FORBIDDEN�FOOD	w��)SRAEL�-O
SES�4A3HEMA��w$UEREN��)SAAC�BEN�-EIRw��
IN��%NCYCLOPEDIA�*UDAICA�#$2/-	�

��� ����� )SRAEL� BEN� 0ETHAHIAH� )SSER
LEIN�� 4ERUMAT� HA$ESHEN�� ))� �0ESAKIM�
U�+HETAVIM	�� A�� ����� 3EE� ALSO� IN� A� BOOK�
BY�ONE�OF�HIS�DISCIPLES��*OSEPH�"EN�-OSES�
�����n�����	��,EKET�9OSHER��/RAH�(AYYIM��
"ERLIN�������6OL�)��P������AND�6OL�))��P�����

��� ���� 3EE� ABOUT� THIS� ARGUMENT� IN�
9EDIDYA� $INARI��4HE� 2ABBIS� OF� 'ERMANY�
AND�!USTRIA�AT�THE�CLOSE�OF�THE�-IDDLE�!GES�
�(EBREW	��-OSSAD�"IALIK��*ERUSALEM�������
PP����n���

�������� 4HE� wSEVEN� WHITE�CLEAN� DAYSw�
ARE� THE� SUPPLEMENTARY� DAYS� THAT� THE�
WOMAN� HAS� TO� COUNT� AFTER� THE� CESSATION�
OF� BLEEDING�� BEFORE� SHE� CAN� GO� TO� THE�
-IKVEH��THE�RITUAL�BATH��!CCORDING�TO�THE�
WRITTEN��w%LITEw��(ALAKHAH��THESE�DAYS�ARE�
NO�DIFFERENT�THAN�THE�lRST�ONES��)N�REALITY��
PROBABLY�BECAUSE�OF�THE�LACK�OF�BLEEDING��
THEY�WERE�OFTEN�CONSIDERED�TO�BE� LESS�SE

VERE��/N�THIS�SEE�)SRAEL�-��4A3HMA��w/N�
SOME� &RANCO'ERMAN� .IDDA� 0RACTICESw�
�(EBREW	��3IDRA��������	��PP�����n����

��� ����-OSES�BEN�)SRAEL�)SSERLES��-AP
PAH��/RAH�(AYYIM���������/N�THIS�TEXT�SEE�
-OSHE�2OSMAN��w!�0ROLEGOMENON�TO�THE�
3TUDY�OF�*EWISH�#ULTURAL�(ISTORYw��*EWISH�
3TUDIES��AN� )NTERNET� *OURNAL� �� �����	��PP��
���n����� 3EE� ALSO� IN� !BRAHAM� !BELE� BEN�
(AYYIM� HA,EVI� 'OMBINER� �����n����	��
-AGEN�!VRAHAM��/RAH�(AYYIM�����C�

����4HE�PERIOD�OF�wSEEING�BLOODw�IS�IN�
OPPOSITION�TO�THE�wSEVEN�DAYSw�IN�)SSERLES��
TEXT�

����"ENJAMIN�:E�EV�BEN�-ATTATHIAS�OF�
!RTA��3HUT�"INYMAIN�:E�EV������

��� ���� 3HABBETAI�"E�ER��"E�ER�%SEK��6EN
ICE�������Q�����

��� ���� !� MAN� CAN� ALSO�� AT� LEAST� IN�
THEORY��BECOME�IMPURE��FOR�EXAMPLE�AFTER�
EJACULATION�

���� ��� 3EE�4OSSEFTA�"ERAKHOT��������
��� ���� 3HABBETAI�"E�ER��"E�ER�%SEK��6EN

ICE�������Q�����
��� ����� )T� IS� TRUE� THAT� IN� THE� 3EFER� HA

!GUDDAH��COMPOSED�BY�!LEXANDER�3USLIN�
HA+OHEN� OF� &RANKFURT� �DIED� ����	�� IT� IS�
SAID�THAT�w!ND�NOW�SOME�ENTER�BECAUSE�OF�
THE�wHONOR�OF�HUMANSw��AND�THEY�DO�NOT�
SEE� THE�4ORAH� SCROLL�w� �3EFER� HA!GUDDAH��
END�OF�.IDDAH	��BUT�IT�SEEMS�THIS�IS�A�LATER�
GLOSS��)N�A�SIMILAR�TEXT�AT�THE�END�OF�"ERA
KHOT� SUCH�A� STATEMENT� IS�MISSING��$INARI�
�9EDIDYA�$INARI��4HE�2ABBIS� OF�'ERMANY�
AND�!USTRIA�AT�THE�CLOSE�OF�THE�-IDDLE�!GES��
�(EBREW	�� "IALIK� )NSTITUTE�� *ERUSALEM�
������P�����NOTE���	�ALSO�CONSIDERS�IT�TO�BE�
A�GLOSS�

�������� 4HIS�MEANS�SAYING�w!MENw�AND�
SIMILAR�FORMULAS�

��� ����� *ACOB�BEN�*UDAH�,ANDAU��3EFER�
HA!GUR��A�������

�������� 3EE�2UTH�,ANGER��w3INAI��:ION��
AND�'OD� IN� THE� 3YNAGOGUE��#ELEBRATING�
4ORAH�IN�!SHKENAZw��IN��2UTH�,ANGER�AND�
3TEVEN�&INE��EDS�	��,ITURGY�IN�THE�,IFE�OF�THE�
3YNAGOGUE�� %ISENBRAUNS� �FORTHCOMING	�� )�
WARMLY� THANK� 0ROF�� ,ANGER� FOR� SENDING�
ME�THIS�ARTICLE�BEFORE�ITS�PUBLICATION�


