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Argﬁng 34 av Nordisk judaistik / Scandi-

navian Jewish Studies ir nu klar i och med
att vi har glidjen att skicka ut detta nummer,
rets andra. Den hir gingen finns det en
tyngdpunkt pa nordisk-judisk historia.

I den forsta artikeln skriver Nora Stene
om hur norska forildrar resonerar kring briz
milah (omskirelse) i en miljé dir denna tra-
dition alltmer ifrdgasitts — nigot som inte
bara ir fallet i Norge. Artikeln bygger pé 25
djupintervjuer och visar att for de flesta for-
dldrar 4r beslutet att lita omskira sina soner
ett stt att markera sin judiska identitet. Boris
Havel analyserar hur historiska hindelser
som Shoa (Forintelsen) och grundandet av
staten Israel har péverkat hur religiésa judar
respektive den katolska kyrkan forindrat sin
teologi. De flesta religiésa judar dndrade upp-
fattning om en judisk stat och gav den sitt
stod, medan senare delen av 19oo-talet sig en
dramatisk f6rindring i katolska kyrkans syn
pa judar och judendomen.

Mercédesz Czimbalmos och Déra
Pataricza tar i f6ljande artikel sin utgings-
punkt i en tavla av den berémda finlindska
Schjerfbeck  (1862—
1946). Tavlan visar en ung judisk flicka vars

konstniren Helene

senare 6de var dramatiskt. Artikeln beror
olika aspekter pid den finsk-judiska histo-
rien och pa olika kristna f6rs6k att omvinda
judar. I numrets sista artikel skriver André
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Swanstrom om judarna i den finska staden
Himeenlinna (pa svenska Tavastehus). Om
denna judiska nirvaro, som upphérde 1917,
finns oerhort lite forskning. Daremot har det
spridits rykten om denna, vilka forfattaren
kan visa att dr ogrundade.

Sedan fdljer en nekrolog éver Svante
Hansson som avled denna sommar. Svante
var den forsta redaktoren for Nordisk judaistik
och fullstindigt avgérande f6r att tidskriften
overhuvudtaget kom till. Numret avslutas
med tre bokrecensioner. Hanna Nir recen-
serar en omfattande antologi, redigerad av
Cora Alexa Doving, om judiskt liv i Norge.
Sofia Sjé recenserar Lena Millingers bok om
tvi syskon som overlevde koncentrations-
ligret Ravensbriick och kom med de Vita
bussarna till Sverige. Slutligen recenserar
Vibeke Kaiser-Hansen tvd dansk-judiska
slikthistorier.

Frin och med nista drging av Nordisk
Judaistik/ Scandinavian Jewish Studies sker det
en forindring i redaktionen. Ruth Illman och
Svante Lundgren kommer att fortsitta som
redaktorer, men kommer att kompletteras
med Pontus Rudberg och Olof Bortz (bigge
fran Uppsala universitet) som kommer att ta
ansvar for recensionerna i tidskriften. P4 detta
sitt hoppas vi kunna stirka recensionsdelen
och mera systematiskt bevaka nyutkommen
litteratur pa tidskriftens omrade.
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Det finns all anledning att se fram emot en
intressant utgivning ocksi nista ar och fram-
over. Vi fortsitter som vanligt och ger ut tva
nummer per ir. Bidrag dr alltid vilkomna. ™
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Volume 34 of Nordisk judaistik / Scandi-
navian Jewish Studies is now ready, and we
have the pleasure of sending out this issue,
the second of the year. This time there is an
emphasis on Nordic-Jewish history.

In the first article, Nora Stene analyses
how Norwegian parents reason over brit milah
(circumcision) in an environment where this
tradition is increasingly being questioned —
and not only in Norway. The article is based
on twenty-five in-depth interviews, and
shows that for most parents, the decision to
have their sons circumcised is a way to mark
their Jewish identity. Boris Havel analyses
how historical events such as the Shoah
(Holocaust) and the founding of the State
of Israel have influenced how religious Jews
and the Catholic Church have changed their
theology. Most religious Jews changed their
minds about a Jewish state and supported it,
while the latter part of the twentieth century
saw a dramatic change in the view of the
Catholic Church on Jews and Judaism.

In the following article, Mercédesz
Czimbalmos and Déra Pataricza take as
their starting point a painting by the famous
Finnish painter Helene Schjerfbeck (1862—
1946). The painting depicts a young Jewish
girl, whose later fate was dramatic. The article
touches on various aspects of Finnish-Jewish
history and on various Christian attempts to
convert Jews. In the last article of this issue,
André Swanstrém writes about the Jews in
the Finnish town of Himeenlinna. There is
very little research on this Jewish presence,
which ended in 1917. Nonetheless, rumours
circulated about it, which the author can
show are unfounded.

'This is followed by an obituary of Svante
Hansson, who passed away this summer.
Svante was the first editor of Nordisk judaistik
and was crucial to the creation of the jour-
nal in the first place. The issue ends with
three book reviews. Hanna Nir reviews an
extensive anthology, edited by Cora Alexa
Doving, about Jewish life in Norway. Sofia
Sjo reviews Lena Millinger’s book about
two siblings who survived the Ravensbriick
concentration camp and came to Sweden on
the White Buses. Finally, Vibeke Kaiser-
Hansen reviews two Danish-Jewish family
histories.

From the next issue of Nordisk judaistik /
Scandinavian Jewish Studies, there will be a
change in the editorial board. Ruth Illman
and Svante Lundgren will continue as edi-
tors but will be complemented by Pontus
Rudberg and Olof Bortz (both from Uppsala
University), who will take responsibility for
the review section of the journal. In this way,
we hope to strengthen the review section and
more systematically monitor newly published
literature in the field of the journal. There is
every reason to look forward to interesting
publications next year and beyond. We con-
tinue as usual and publish two issues per year.
Contributions are always welcome. M
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