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In the beginning 

When B'nai B'rith was born on October 13, 

1843, the founding fathers certainly had a vi

sion-a vision of uniting the Jews who had 

come to the New World from many different 
parts of old Europe. The different Jewish 

groups-the Sephardic descendents of the early 

settlers and the Ashkenazic newcomers from 

Austria, Bohemia, Germany, Poland and many 

other regions-did not get along together, and 
those twelve German speaking Jews who met 

at Sinsheimer's Cafe and founded.The Indepen

dent Order of B'nai B'rith had a far reaching 

dream of promoting "Harmony and Brotherly 

Love" in Jewish life. From the very beginning 

they looked forward to seeing the new organi
zation expand throughout the United States, 

and we can imagine that their dream may have 

included a future on the old continent they had 

just left. 

The Jewish community of the United Sta

tes at that time consisted of about 25000 men, 

women and children and not all of them were 

well to do. Therefore, following the teaching of 

Judaism, "zedaka-good deeds" was included 

in the guiding principles of the new Order. "Be
nevolence, Brotherly Love and Harmony" has 

been the motto of B'nai B'rith ever since. And 

the first lines of the Constitution, which the 

founding fathers wrote on this unforgettable 

. day, are still read in all European lodges when 

the President opens the meeting. 

Only a month later, New York Lodge No. 1 
was inaugurated and began to function. After 

twelve years there were twenty lodges in 

121 

Minutes of the founders' meeting of October 

13th, 1843, and an additional note dated Oc
tober 21st, reading," Die Constitution und Ne

bengesetze wurden vorgelesen wann auf Antrag 

beschlossen wurde, Beamte zu erwiihlen ... " 
















