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Radicalism and Activity. By Yrjö Littunen

This paper is an em pirical analysis of social and intellectual activity as correlates  
of extrem ist orientation in politics. T he choice betw een  the com m unist and n o n -c o m m u ­
nist ideologies w as studied am ong the youngest voter groups in F in land. A  tw o -sta g e  
sam ple, 573 m en  and w om en  in the age groups 23— 29, w as interview ed in 1955. T he  
sam pling universe consisted of the total population of F inland in these age groups. (N o n ­
political aspects of these data w ere analyzed in Erik Allardt, P entti Jartti, Faina Jyrkil'd 
ja Y r jö  L ittu n en : N u orison  harrastukset ja yh te isö n  rakenne, P o rv o o : W er n er  S öd erström  
O sa k eyh tiö , 1958. See also an article by  the sam e authors: O n  the C u m u la tive N atu re  
of L eisu re A ctiv ities , A cta  Sociologica, V o l 3, Fasc. 4, 1958). A s  social and intellectual 
activity  are related to status and education, an overall analysis across the social class 
boundaries w as not possible. T he n egligible proportion of support for the com m unists  
am ong the m em bers of the Finnish  m id d le -c la ss and the higher educational groups  
resulted in the decision to analyze the w ork in g class data on ly ; the data from  the  
other classes w ere m erely  used for com parison. The results m ay be sum m arized as fo llow s:

(1) C ognitive or intellectual passivity  w as related to an extrem ist orientation. P er­
sons w ho w ere passive in b o ok -rea d in g , n ew sp ap er-read in g  and ra d io -listen in g  w ere m ore  
lik ely  to choose com m unist candidates in the elections than m ore active persons. This 
w as confirm ed both b y  analysis of single activity item s and b y  a G u ttm an  scale m eas­
urem ent of intellectual activity. H o w ever, no relation w as found b etw een  extrem ism  
and interest in entertainm ent (e.g . popular m usic, sports, sh o w -p ro g ra m s). T hese results  
m ay indicate that extrem ism  reflects an expressive  rather than instrum ental va lu e  orien ­
tation. A n  expressive orientation involves an em otion al-m otivation , in w hich  action itself 
provides a satisfactory goal (cf. P arsons, H im m elstran d ). S ocia l-em otion a l roles m a y  
be related to such a m otivation. A n  instrum ental orientation is ta sk -m o tiv a ted  and  
»zw eck -ra tio n a l» : action provides satisfaction on ly  as a m eans to an end.

(2) U n lik e  intellectual activity, the degree of social activity w as not related  to  
extrem ist vs. n o n -ex trem ist political choice. Persons w h o w ere active in either in form al 
or form al groups w ere as lik ely  to vote for C om m unists as the passive ones, bu t social 
isolation during childhood appeared to result in an extrem ist orientation in adult years. 
The expressive type of social activity seem s to satisfy extrem ist persons, w h ereas in stru ­
m ental activity  interests them  less. T hus, the ta sk -a rea  (chairing m eetings or acting as 
secretary etc.) w as associated w ith  n o n -ex trem ism , w hereas the socia l-em o tion a l area  
w as associated w ith  extrem ism .

(3) T h e  interpretation that political radicals or extrem ists are com m itted  to the  
values of »exp ressive  activism » is fu rth erm ore corroborated b y  attitudinal differences in  
our data. A lth o u g h  radicals seem  as a m ass rather uninterested  cognitively in the societal 
problem s (see (1) a b ove), th ey  are, nevertheless, am ong the m ore dissatisfied m em b ers  
of their com m u n ity , as our attitude scale indicated. This lack of interest in  instrum ental 
activity  am on g the radicals is also illustrated  b y  their verbalized  em phasis in  their  
adjustm ent in the p eer-g ro u p .

(4) Political extrem ism  is a form  of social deviance, and in this sense it is functional, 
as it facilitates social change. C hange occurs relatively  seldom  w ithout a group o f deviants  
protesting against the status quo. Som etim es the protesting group seem s to act m ore in
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the role of an innovator, som etim es m ore in the role of a disintegrator. A n  obvious  
problem , neglected so far, is w h at types of social m echanism  could be used in the p re ­
diction of this difference in outcom e. T he present attitude data offer som e suggestions  
for research in this area.

The Structure of Political Attitudes. By Erik Allardt.

In  his paper Professor A lla rd t draw s the attention of the readers to som e view points  
on  the structure of political attitudes.

A ttitu d es are u sually  defined as tendencies to act in  a particular w ay . N evertheless  
m easurem ents of political attitudes are usu ally  dealing w ith  the content o f the attitudes 
on ly . It seem s reasonable to require that studies of attitudes should also deal w ith  the  
beh aviou r to w hich  the attitudes can be regarded as tendencies.

T h e m o st fru itfu l w a y  to specify  attitu de-com p on en ts is to analyze the behaviour  
that one aim s to predict b y  m easuring attitudes. Som e general categories usefu l in  
defin ing w h at attitudes are about are discussed in  the article.

The Duties and Organization of Foreign Representation. By Leo Tuominen.

In  P olitiikka ’s second n u m b er for the current year P rofessor L . A . Puntila, professor  
of political h istory at H elsin ki U n iversity , exam in ed  the accom plishm ents and organization  
of F in lan d ’s foreign affairs adm inistration. H is article, »D ip lom atic E volu tion  in  our T im e», 
w h ich  w as perhaps just a little caustic, has aroused a great deal of d iscussion in  F innish  
diplom atic circles, and n ow  M r. L eo  T uom inen , the Finnish  am bassador in London , p u b ­
lishes a rep ly . M r. T u om in en ’s article throw s light in the m atter from  the point of  
view  of a foreign  office official.

T h e  am bassador’s rem arks include the fo llow in g : »It is true that the acceleration of 
the m ean s of transport and the d evelopm en t of com m unications have sim plified  contact, 
shortened distances and greatly  im proved  the possibilities m entioned. B u t h ave  th ey  also  
led  to a sim plification in the m an agem en t of international affairs? O n the contrary, has 
not th e shrinking of distances sim ultan eou sly  led  to increasing com plication in  the m a ­
n agem en t of these affairs, for even  the m ost distant countries have n ow  b ecom e neighbours  
and reciprocal dependence has becom e correspondingly greater? E veryth in g that happens  
in th e  w orld  n ow  interests every b od y . N atu rally , this has not led to a stagnation of 
political activity in the sphere of foreign  representation but has preserved  its vigour, 
especially  as the politically responsible organs have considered in  indispensable to be  
w ell and confidentially in form ed on the total situation. V e r y  rarely are leading politi­
cians able to operate su ccessfu lly  w ith ou t such inform ation ; and still m ore  rarely can 
international conferences, bilateral or m ultilateral, lead to a result in the absence o f this 
backgrou n d activity.»

M r  T u om in en  also affirm s that the achievem ent of lasting results in  th e negotiations  
b etw een  nations still dem ands thorough preparation, ad justm ent and assurances in  accor­
dance w ith  the spirit of d ip lom acy. T hese can best be perform ed, continuously and  
u n obtru sively , through those w h o operate as their governm ent’s official representatives  
in  th e countries concerned and are in  general v e ry  w ell acquainted w ith  the conditions  
prevailin g  there. Suggestions m ade in a constructive spirit for the correction and im p ro­
v em en t o f the present organization  are o f course alw ays w elcom e; b u t one can h ardly  
exp ect an y  th o ro u gh -goin g  revolu tion  to  ensue.


