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ROSTISLAV HOLTHOER

TOMB OT' KHETETI AT KOM ES-SULTAN

0n the easEern bank of the Nile, imnediately to the south of t]ne amazing qub-

bas of Zar,tiyet el-Meíteen, the huge modern necropolis of the town of Mínya,

lies the mound of Klon es-Sult&t or Kõm eL-Alunar. The masses of its debris are

hiding the ruins of an ancient torün, l¡hich has been knot¡¡ as Hebenu in antiq-

ui ty.

In Ëhe northern part of the k6m is the ruined step pyramid of an unknown king'

Being the only monument of iLs kind on the easÈern bank of the Nile, ics se-

creÈ sEil1- puzzles the minds of archaeologists today.

Further to the north Are the remains of an encloSure wall of mud-bricks and a

monumental staircase leading to the ruined tempLe of Ramesses II.

On the slope between the edge of the eastern mountain ridge and the kãÎ lies

the necropolis of Hebenu. IÈs tombs, apart from that of Nefet'-sekher¿¿ which is

of a later date, go back to rhe VI. dynasty (Porter and Moss, L934' pp. 134-

139). The necropolis has quite recently suffered much damage caused by quar-

rying activities at the end of the last century. Today only two of i.ts tombs

are proÈected by iron gates.

l,then working in the Finnish Expedicion to Deir Abu Hennís in November 1978'

the auchor together lrith the late Professot Jussi Aro lltad the opportunity of

witnessing the ÐØt¿tay Ð@t¿tatun on rhe spot. Fearing possible addÍtional da¡o-

age to the monuments in question, we decided to record the unprotecÈed texÈs'

which had avoided destruction. This is how the texEs of the gwo stelae of tomb

No. 12 were copied (Porter and Moss, 1934, p. 137). Later we found out thât

our copies did noÈ correspond with the published accounts of the tomb, and

professor Aro encouraged me to carry out their documentation. In January 1983

I had the chance to revisit Che sit.e and to compLete the necessary measure-

menÈs and obtain additional information.
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The present article is dedicated lo the memory of my teacher, inspiracor and

colleague Jussí Aro, whose sudden death in the sPring of 1983 deprived me of

a friend and of the possibility of fruitful discussions, for example concern-

ing the results of the latest documenlation of tomb No. 12.

The first to leave any documentetion of rhis tomb nas Nestor L'Hôte, who dur-

ing his trip to Bgypt in 1838-39 produced some descriptions of i.ts decoraÈion.

Being unpublished, these descriptions have rot been accessible to me. The tomb

r^ras more thoroughly described by the famous German archaeologisc, Ríchand Lep-

sias, who visited ic in August 1843 during his expedition of L8t12-45. In his

Denl<nalen aus ÃgApten und Ãthiopten (1849-59, hence abbreviared LD) he pub-

lished a map of the site and ro¡nb No. 12 (LD I:57), and a copy of a text (LD

II:110r). A check of the measurements proved his plan Èo be correct' aPart

from the existence of two burial shafts, r¡hich v¡ere discovered and found empty

by I'leíLL in 1933 (Varille, 1938, p. 7). These shafts are added to Lepsius'plan

in Fig. 1. The text copied by Lepsius is reproduced on Fig. 2. As already

pointed ouÈ by Ptisse DtAvennes (1847' p.7, XVbis., No.4) and confirmed by

collation r¡ith the exisÈing Abklatsche in the Academy of Sciences of the GDR'

Lepsius' copy is wrong, and should be divided in tr¡o parts. The corrected texts

are reproduced on Fig. 3 and read both: sm¡? u't(y) tp(y) br nsú Uttì', "So1e

Companion, Foremost under the King, Khetetir'.

The text volume to LD I and II, which r¡as posthurnously published by NaUiLLe

and, Sethe (1904, hence abbreviated LD Text, pp. 64f.), has many mistakes and

ambivalent descriptions. In order to avoid further misinterpretations the fol-
lowing description is given.

Tomb No. 12 consisted original-ly of a forecourt, a pillared ha1l and two inner

halls as well as a sidechamber with a burial shaft, r.rhich was designeced by

Lepsius as a separate tomb, No. 13 (Fig. f). Today all the rooms v¡ith the ex-

ception of part of the pillared hall and the forecourt are filLed with rubble

and boulders, so that ¡1o meaaurements can be taken.

The facade is towards the Nile and has a lengËh of 2.86 m. It is divided by a

doorway, 1 m. wide. LD Text states that on the right and on the left sides are

representarions of the deceased. Today the left half of the facade is complete-

ly destroyed. Its right half has the remains of a relief showing a man, dressed

in a short apron and holding a staff and scepter, walking Èovtards the 1eft. On-

ly the lower part of the representation is preserved (Figs. 4 and 9). In front
of him is a vertical column of text: ...... naü Uttl, "... Royal ...., Kheteti'r,
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stating the titles and the name of Èhe o\úner of the tomb. LD Text staÈes that

above Èhe represenÈations on the facade vtere the texts copied by Lepsiue (Figs'

2 and 3). They coul-d, however, also refer to other representations, e.g. on

t.he thi.cknesses of the first doorway leading to the pillared hall. The rePre-

sentation of the lefthand Èhickness is lost. On the ríghthand thickness are

the remains of two registers of decoration (Figs. 5 and l0). The lower regis-

ter shows traces of a man, turned to the left, walking behind cattle. In Èhe

upper register âre the scanty remains of a huge seated figure of a mânt turoed

torúards the right and holding a staff. This is probably the represenËation

docrrmented by Nestor LtHôte (MSS. 20396, 242 vetso /botton/) as deceased

seated on either side of cloorvay with offering texts (Porter and Moss, 1934,

p. 137, r¿here this description is erroneously given for the ilenirance Èo Inner

halt (probably)").

In the pillared hall, no traces of pillars are visible today. The wall' Paral-

lel to the facade, has Èhree sÈelaet two inscribed, A and Br to Ehe right, and

one uninscribed, C, to the left of the doorway. In the floor on eifher side of

the doorway is a rectangular burial shaft. SEeIa A (Figs. 6 and tl) is small

and shaped like a false door. It is 0.58 n. r¡ide and has a preserved height of

0.56 ¡u. Its state of preservation is very poor. A figure of a mao walking to-

wards the left is recognizable on the right doorpost. In front of him are Èhe

renains of a column of texÈ staEing his namer UttL, ttKheteti[. Traces indicate

that a similar representation, buÈ turned in the opposite direction, once ad-

orned Èhe left doorposr. Imedietely to the right of stela A is stela B (Figs.

7 and 11), also shaped like a false door, bu! much larger than the previous

one. Its width is 0.85 m, and its esti.mated height is 1.18 m. Despite what IJ)

Text claims, it does not belong to the same men as A. It seems evident that

the authors of LD Text urixed up the Èvro stelae, rendering the description of

the larger one for the snaller one and giving wrong nânes ¿ '|Im inneren eind 2

Stelen, üon denen díe Línke kleinere øt der Línken Seíte díeselbe Inechríft

(i.e. sole companion, Foremost under the King, Khetetí) ttägt, dt'über Anubíe

(Es gíngen den TíteLn aleo uohl díe Worte "geel*t uon Anubiet' Ûotan; díe tech-

te Seíte hat àmaxu xr nb.f Xttå/". on the inner doorpost' on either side

of the door, are the remains of a verÈical column of textr - to the left:

ftüp, "(Khnun)-hoteptr, and to Èhe right: éps-nsu U,n-btp, "Nobl-eman of

the King, Khnum-hotep". On the outer doorposts åre represefrtetions of a nan

with a short wig and apron, walking iowards hoLding a staff and a scepter

(like the mân on the facade, cf. above). The figure on the left doorpost is

5
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almost compleEely desrroyed. Above the mân to the righr is a vertical column

of text: (ìmibil þr NN. IInn-þtpr "Revered before NN., Khnum-hotep'r, The name

of che god is not preserved, but the existing trâces would suit a jackal with
hanging tail mounted upon a shrine, i.e. Anubis as proposed by LD Text. On the

lincel is a partially preserved horizontal Èext with large hieroglyphsz inSby

, t'Revered ,". It ca¡r be restored as: ím"þy (þr nb.f), lRevered

(before his lord)", there being too little space for the insertion of the name

of che deceased on the same 1ine. The cop of chis stela is complerely destroyed.

On Èhe other side of the doorway is a third stela C (fig. f2)' It is shaped

like a false door too, buË, unlike the previous stelae it lacks inscriptions

and figures. Instead it bears Lraces of red paint.

To judge from the preserved decoration of the facade, fomb No. 12 belonged Eo

a mân Kheteti. The evidence of Ewo burial shafts and the presence of another

stela, in fact larger thân that of the olJner, point co lhe existence of a sec-

ond owner, a man called Khnur¡-hotep. Could it be possible Èhat the unpreserved

left haLf of the facade originally bore a figure of Khnum-hoEep? It ltâs per-

haps Khnum-hotep who adorned the left thickness of the first doorway. The name

Khnun-hotep is not unique at Kõm es-Sultãn. In tomb No. 14, situated nearby,

the same name is found spelled exactly in the same way as on stela B (Varil1e,

1938, Pl. XVIIc and LD II:111c). From other texts of the same tomb, it becomes

evident that Èhe rrame vras originally Khnum-hotep-hepi and a nickname for Ny-

ankh-Pepi (Varille, 1938, p. 2) and therefore not idenÈical with the man men-

tioned in comb No. 12.

As an eæcut:sus a stela may be mentioned, without number and staÈed Provenance'

observed and copied by the author in the temporary ¡nuseum of the town of Minya

in 1984. Srylistical similariries tie it Eo Kõm es-sultãn (cf. Fig. 8). This

false door stela is dedicated to a Khnum-hotep, r.rhich could be identical with

the second owner of comb No. 12.
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Fig. 1. Tonbs Nos. 12 and 13. Extract fron Lepsius' map of the sice of
Kõn es-SulEEn. The tr¡o burial shafts in tomb No. 12 are edded

Èo thê origioal drawing.
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Fig. 5. Representations on the right thickness of Èhe first doorway.
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Fig. 8. The stela of Khnum-hotep in the temporary
museurn of Þlioya. The proportions of this
hand copy are approximate.
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Fig. 10. Remains of the decoraÈion of the right thickness of the firsc
doorway. Reinforcement by the ¿uthor.
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Fig. 12. The uninscribed stela C in rhe pillared ha11.
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