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Coptlo sraffiti in Speos Artenldos

Ín L969, ln oorurexlon wlth an excurslon to Seni Eassan by the

menbers of the Fin¡rish Eg¡rptological Socfety algo the rock

tenple of ttratãepsut a¡rd llhutnosls III of Speos Artenidoe or

Stab]- Anta¡ r¡ae visited.
IÞrlng this vislt, uncler a Layer of èirt adhering to the

waLls, a number of ntrch defaced coptic gr:affltl r¡as notloed and

record.ed on ttre spot.
Ae no deecrlptlon of then has so far appeared, thls brfef

one LE ¡enderetl.

The graffttf (fig.f) a,re painted in da¡k red ochre arid

oooure on the southe:rr waLL of the trypostyle hall at a helght

of about 1 rnetre above the floor on the hlênk space below the

rellefs of Sety I¡ They represent two t¡res of Chrlstrg nono-

gl'âes anfl inolutle also a representation of the Eoly Cross anal

two hr¡nan figures¡ probably saints.
The nonograns a,re repeated twLoe on the both eldes of the

dooma¡r leatling to the sanotuål¡r. lhose oloser to the tloonmy

a¡e aôo¡nefl with two Letters¡ alpha and omegAr a¡d a superlnpos-

eè bra¡rch of a paln- or oliw tree. [he outemOet nonog3arns ale

wlthout an¡r atlor:nmente.

oa the eagternmost part of the eoutherar walL lg a representa-

tlon of the l¿ttn crosa with two peLn- or olive bra¡rohes enanat-

lng fron the horizontal c¡ossa,rn. The top of the cross is
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adorned with a cl¡cuLar flgure representing tbe moon cresoent o¡
the d,arkened sun, nentioned 1n Lr¡ke 2rt45. This cross iE evident-
ly to be assoclatetl vlth the evente at Golga.tha¡ as inclicated

also by the thin anû polnted. lor¿er temination of the vertlcal
bar, 5.n other representations (e.g. at tr'aras in Nubia) pÍercing
the head. of Adan¡ thus syrnboli¡lne the victory over the sinr i.e.
the ôeath. The moon a¡rd the sun ate also conmon acld,itions to the

late¡ Syzantine representations of the Cn¡clfixlon (o.f. Bar¡ck

1966, Figs. L82 and 1!!). The cross at Speos Artenldos seens to
De ts a¡¡ evoLution of the 'nþ-signr used as a cross-sy¡obol ln the

Coptic Egrpt (c.f'. DobrzenÍeokl 1974¡ pp. 247 ff,r and Flgs.

L6, U and 2L).

On the both sides of the croÊs are two hr¡man figures. The one

to the rtgùrt ls nuch defaoed but has a cLearly vlstbLe halo.

[he figure to the ].eft 1s wlthout a halo and. representg a mam

wlth curly haLr, ûresseô in a wiôe robe. The Ìower pa¡t of the

hr¡nen figures le not preeer"trecl.

Seconda4r holes antd scratohes, pa.rtly destroylng the anoient

reLLefs arê nunerous. [hey are t¡aces of a re-ooaupation of the

tenple prubably for sacral purposes by the Copts as lndJcateð

by the gr"itttt. l,lhon the tr¡o hr¡nan figures represent ca¡not bc

certifiecl aB no aooonpar¡'lng texts were for¡ncl.

I¡1ter¿tr¡re:

@Et !. r Syzantlne Art ln the Collections of the USSR. Lenln-
gratl-Moscow 1966.

Ilobrzenleokí¡ !., Maiestas Ilonini w zabytkach PoLskloh i
obcych z Polska zwlazan¡rch (Uatestas Donini

tn PoLieh a¡rrl related antlqultl.s). 3gg!!,
l,ñ¡seum Nerodoweeo w Ìla¡szaÌtle XVIII.
l,larsaw L974¡ pp. 2Ll-J08.
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