
ASKO PARPOI,¡,

Interrretins the Indue Scrir¡t -= II

À. 1[he pur¡lose of thf.s papet (-II) is to suppLenent E]' p:revlous

artlole entltleit trlnterpretlng the Inclus Scrl.ptfr (=I)r whÍch was

eubnLttealôr ¡ublLoation in Fifty lea¡e of Eara¡pa,n Stutliee
(l Sfr Mortiner I'lheeler Felicitatlon Volume, ed:tted by 3.8.
LaL entl. S.P. Gupta, New Defbi) in Jwre L974, a¡rd cirouLated in
cyclostyJ,ed fo:s to e Ii-uiteô number of eohole¡e. Beoauge of
prescribeô linltations of spaoe¡ thie previous paper, vhlch I
ptesuppose tbe reader wil.l he,ve at tranô, nas rrrltten 1n a
telegraphic style. l,lhÍIe an extendetl antl nore rlefinltive vereLon

of tt ls 1n preparation, ft nay bc ugeftrl to neke lmown sone

{nportant atldl.tlonal evLclenoe th¿t hes acoun¡l.ated tluring þhc
past year. It conelste ln part of new detalls supporting the
interpretatlons previouel.y preaented (in paper I), anrt In parü

of new lnterpretations lnterlooklng wtth the earller oD€B¡

Flret, however, I ehould llke to athran¡oe (fn ff i e) tfr" baelo
prenlse ooncerning the natr¡re of the Indue script (of. I 5 +) f"
sone Dore ôetall antl to go here into a¡r inporta,nt nethodologloaL

lssue whioh r¡as not at all toucheô on prevLously, nanely the
probLens lnhe¡ent ln the applioation of the rebus prinolple,
notably the tleftnltlon of rhornol¡rnyr.

Z. Or¡r nain concern in thls$vi[ be the use of the ¡ebue

prlnoiple 1n early nrltlng systens¡ antl the essool.atcd. problen
of equatÍng homorgme, wlth pa.rtloula.r tcfelenoc to ite
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applioatlon to the Dravlclian naterÍal. At the outset, however,

we must go lnto the general natr¡¡e of the earfle¡t wniting

systens. Theee have been, aÊ a ruler tlefíned as 'rlogþ-
syl.labicrf , L.e.¡ systenÊ uslng rrword. ei.gnstr (ex¡lresslng conplete

words pictographically) a.nd rrsyllabic signst' (expreesing parte

of wortls phonetically through the rebus principle). Such a

tlistinction seems, however, approprlate only wlth regartl to the

later developmente a stage whlch ln Mesopota¡nia was reachetl

only 1n the latter half of the thtrd nllleru¡i¡¡n 3C. Gradually

there developed a tendency to a nore accuratc rcnderlng of aLl

the gramatical elenents of the wordsr naturally wlth syllablc
eigns, whlLe the trword signsrr remained. ln the scrlpt as a rellc
of the previous stage. In the earller ttatf of the thlrtl
nÍllen¡rir¡m, however, only vcry few gramatical eLenents were

e:çressed, thus e.g. stilI in the Fara texts (ca. Z6OO AC)

not even the genltive a¡rd d,ative postfixes are na¡ked,, althoqh
they Later appearc everywhere (of. Â. Falkenstein, Ârchaleche

Texte aus Unrk¡ Serlin I916t p. 2O). Tet writing hact becn

known alrea(y so¡nê 50O years. In these early textsr one a¡ul

the eame sign couLd ba used. both as a rrwo¡cl slgrrtt (e.g. -4-{
tterowt' - Suneria¡r !!) "",¿ 

ae atrsyllablc signrr, this Lattcr uae

belng docunentctl for abstract e:çressions occurring in propêT

¡Ìanes, €.8. pg}!!¡!! "(eod) 8n111(keeps) auvctt (where thc
Í¡?¡ontr sign sta^nds for the word !!(f) rrLifctr), of. Ferkeneteln¡

opooo ¡ g. 15t J8. OcIb rmitcs evcn with regard to the latcr
rrlogosyllabicrt systemss rrThe pcopJ.e who useil logosyllabic
nritings oertainly dicl not clistfu€uleh bctween thc logographlc

antì syLlabJ.c slgns Ln the manncr we do. lJhat thcy kncw about

theÍr wrÍting r¡as ths.t all signs stood ortglnall-y for worde of
thcir lang¡¡^ege antt that r¡rder oertaln conditlone some of these

slgns oorrld also be useal as sylleblesrr (l Stuqy of l{rltfu¡gr
rrBV.€d.¡ Chloago L967, p. LlO). It se€ma usefi¡l to lift thle
dietinction¡ whioh ís uãrecegsa^qy and confuslng for the
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ea.rller perloalr by adoptlng the followtng terninologr oolncd

by Si.no Parpola:

¡no¡ohenogrg$ = a grephene createtl to er¡rress e.P@
lexÍcal. norphene of the language, either UV (f) tbawÍng

the pictrrre of the r¡ntterlying sernemer or (z) of a senene

tthonorqmousrr l¡ith the lexene lntentled¡ or (r) by conbinlng

two (or nore) slgns belonglng to either of the two above

uentl.oned t¡rpes (f) a¡r¿ (z). ro keep the graphenlc invcntory

withLn reasonabLe llnlts (the ttprlnciple of ccononyt'),

norphenograns ca.n also be useal to elq)rrees aII lexenes (and -
in foreign wordsr etc. - sequenoes of phonerues) of the

languase that a¡e !þ9E9SåEIIX -9,.e@LE ryþlg!
wlth the prina,ry trrnorphenic nalueft of the grapheme.

no::phenlo value = the senantio content of a norThemogramt

ltlentlfied elther ln te¡ns of lts pictographic o¡ ttphone-

tJ.c shapeÍ.

phonetic slrare - the sequence of phonemes constitutlng the

-

lexeme expressecl by a norphenog?anr incLutLlng all allono4rhs

antl dlaLectal varia¡rts. Allonorph 1n the eense of prlnitive
llngutetlo theory here lnplied, also oov€rs the derived antl

infLectetl foms of lexioal morphemeg.

The tem uorohemosz.ephic lnpLies a rrltlng syeten naklng use

of s|gne wlth lnlrerent senantio gg¡! phonetlc r¡alues anû ueable

1n g!!@ fiurction, ln oontrast to @
systens enpl.oylng signs wlth senantlc oontent onlyr antl

E¡lþbic, systems wlth phonetlo r¡aLues onJ-y' Âl'L rrittng
systens of the early third ¡o1lIerurÍ¡n 3C (thè Sunerlan, the

Proto-Ele¡r{te, anô the E$¡pttan) were norphenographlo ln
cluracter, antl only Later tlevelopect lnto &99:güI!gÞ!g eysteuat

whloh are to be r¡nderstood as epecLf!.c developnent¡ within the

norphenographlo syetern.

Morphenogrems, then, a.re prùnar1ly pictograne sta'nôlng for
a seneme, whether lts genantic or phonetlc neaning ls lntcatlcil.

t27



ASKO PÁT3OI,A

This neang that, as a nrle, they stand for the :root ayllables
oarrXring the Lexical meanring. l{e have alread¡r seen that the
archaio sumerian wrÍting very rarely e:q)resged d,erlvational or
lnfleotlona-L morphemes a¡rfl if it aia (Fa1t<ensteLn, opoco;
p. t4 üLd ,7 quotes as the only example the Sr:mer1a¡¡ plural
sìrfflx -S, ), 1t was througb the root syJ_Iable of some honor¡y-
nous lexene (tn thÍs case possibly gpq tftongue,'). Usua1ly, how-
ever, granmatLcal fo:rna were Left nnnarked, but, as Gelb notea,
this atralrbaok in the pr{nrtive rrrlting vas not so serioug
Elnce the neaning r¡as usually clear frpn the troontext of
eitr¡ationrt (of. Gelb 1!6J, p. 66). îhe morphenographlc systen
flte we1Ì the sr¡merlan lan8uage because noet of itr roots were
nonoeyLlabic (of. Falkensteln L)J6, p. tj a¡ul GeIb 1965, p.llO).
It seems very J.ike1y that in the Indus script, too, the pioto-
gtens stand. prlnarigr for Draviclian root syllables, vhich have
probabLy all been originally rnonosyllabic (of. Zvelebil,
BEItsO 60, 197r, p. 2!,-t5). [he norphenographlc systen, operating
with bare roots¡ is perhaps even nore natr¡ra1 and easy in the
case of Dravid.ian, sinoe ln Dravid:tan the bare root as suoh

uarally has both a verbaL rneani.ng (ttre zna sg. fuoperative belng
normalLy ltlenticar wlth the bare root) a¡¡d, a noninal neanlng
(root nonns). Seefdee, 1t 1s a oharacterÍetio feature of the
Dravicllan¡ that the ba¡e sten na¡r stand for the infteoted fo:ms,
the neaning being e:ç:reseetl by the word ord.er alone (zero
genltives, eto.). It roa¡r hence be consldered a Legitirnate
procedure to operate with the ¡oots only whl1e attenptlng a
declphe:nent of the InituE scrlpt.

It le olea¡ that we nust try to reconstmct the p:roto-
(lforth-)Ilravldian fo:rns of the roots¡ a¡rd that ln dolng ao we

nust try a¡¡tl stlck very striotly to the rrrlee established by
conparatlve D¡avldla¡r lÍnguistlos, the neln llnee of whlch
have been nacle oonvenlentty aaceselbl.e by rar¡tI ZvelebiLrs
ConparatLve Dravitltan Pbonolog¡r (tfre Uag¡e 19ZO). Br¡t a¡r
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inporta.nt probLen that requlres theoretical conslderation le

whether two or nore wortls oongidereô to be horoor¡ms for the

pur?ose of e:çression by rebuses should. be etrlotLy identical

or not, anct, if not¡ how nuch va¡iation roa¡r be allowed'

Slnce a nt¡mber of critlos have even questloned. the whole

procedure of using honon¡rns, I shouLd Llke to begin by

enphaslzlng that the use of the honorSmy or rebus principle ie
not only an integral part of aJ.J. early rrriting systens (in
aclèition to Sunerian a¡rd Eg¡rptian [e.g. }¡J 

ttscarabft is uded

for FE 
rtto beoonef'], cf . notabJ-y the New llorld vriting

eystems, whlch¡ thoqh la¡geLy nlôeographlctr¡ i.e. non-phoneti-

oaI, ueed the rebus prlnoiple fo=writing proper na¡nes: cf'
Gelb 196], g. 54¡ a.nd below), but is also deeply rootetl in the

thinking and oral- literatr¡¡e of the pre-llterate gocieties.

Ihe following phenonefia rnåy hence be conslalered as tmFortant

foren¡nnere of lrtiting ln the sa¡ne wa¡r as the use of pictorial
s¡mboLs a^nd prinitive book-keeplng ln the fom of tally-stickst
etc.

Most J-angrra6es have a falrly la,rge number of words that are

pronounced ittenticaLl-y, aLthowh they have a wlclely d:lfferent

meaning, a¡rd often aÌso a ôlfferent orlgin. It nr¡st be borne

1n ninô that 1n anoient tlnes there were no meaÌs of d:Lsting:

utshtng these wo¡ds fron eaoh other suoh as treditionaL spelLlng

(e.g. Englieh 4þ : soul) or derivationÊ . Such e:rampLes of

the convergence of wortls, often occaslonetl by sound changest

are not usually confusing if the worôs conce¡netl beLong to

ilifferent classes¡ as is often the oase¡ but 1n sone íngtafices

it 1s n€c€Êsarîr to attach sone atrletlnctive adtlitlons (e.g.

the sole of her fpptl. Conft¡elong alue to honor¡yn¡¡ have been

one reason for the ôisappearanoe of woriìs.

Ghlldren who a¡e leernLng to speatr often nlx honorqmous

woldg. Jespersen quotee aa an example a etall Negro boy

aaying ttltre !@ hot 1n tbis rosnrr¡ which shows th¿t he haô
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aonfi¡seal @ and @,, a¡rd trled to e:çress an even greater degree
of heat tÌ¡a¡r the previous sLtt¡ation had ínvolvetl. Such confr¡sl.one
a.re partloula.rl.y comon in the case of rare or nearly obsolete
words¡ one Britl.eh boy used to say nany yeêrÊ rEarold be thy
nåmefr for trltalLor¡ed. be tþr namerr in his prayena. such r¡nlntentlo-
nal associatlon of hornorSnoous word.Ê, conblned. with the intentlon
of naklng the e:çressions cLear to the speaker, l-s for¡nal also
in the sslt¡rnn¡sf,ione (English Æqd-bye for &ftþlg fn the
ana.tory of aþoal notroÌr etc.) a¡rd. folk et¡rnologies, whJ.ch a,re
a uriversal phenonenon ln the languagee of the worLd..

alread¡r in pre-literate socÍetles there has, however, been
alEo consclous uee of honorqms. chiLdren have games in whioh
honorSms are sought (cf. e.g. Mary lTaas, J. of lnerj.oan
Folklore 70¡ L957¡ L7y5). poetry, even the nost archal.o, useo
such styristlc devLses ês rlqme, altiteration, parononasy,
flgura et¡rnoJ.ogÉ.oa, ancl pu¡xs.

rn arohalc socleties the name of a¡r obJect or a ber,ng ie
usual.ly conceived. es a power contalning the essenoe of what lt
ne¡neg. Eence the ÌgroÌdedge of e nane means control of the
natter or person who oa.miee it. r¡r the a¡rcient Near East, the
na¡De was an tntegzal parü of nants peraon, and. the proper
na¡nes usually contafned sone inporta,nt idea, no:mal.l.y a requeet
or pralse aclûresseal to a god, such as Ja,oob (neUrew¿lQþ)
tìfay (coil) proteotlrt. But even in ceses rlke thle, where there
should be no <ioubt ebout the priua:ry neanlng of the nane, the
oLd leeta,nent (anô other texte) provide folk et¡mologles, whlch
eholr that the nane was thou€ht to conprlee also the neanings of
the honor¡rns. Compare, for lnsta,nce, Oenesis 2Jz 26, where
Jacob 1e saÍat to have oome out of Ìris notherrs wo¡nb after hie
twln b¡other Eseu¡ r'and his band took hol.d on Esauts ¡s€I
(u"-$gg qãgár)¡a.nd hts naue wês cal,letl Jacob.rr fn cen.
,2.2r-rr, again, Jacob is said to have rmeetled (Z¡ ,rry-fõlE}Ég,
congec. lmpf. rfantl (rre) rrrestletttt) wtth a rra¡, on the ba¡¡lc of the
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Jabbok (21 vebbãq) tiver. Eo take a¡rother example fron very na.ny

others, it is eaid in Gen. llr!, rrTherefore ts tbe na.ne of 1t

oaLLetl BabeL (Eebrew bãÞtêl -Aklcaùj.a¡¡ tõ¡-fff |tthe gate of the

goôst') ¡ because the l,orcl ùtd there confound (Eebrew ¡[¡g) tfre

langrrage of all the earth. rt

llhe slnil€rity of words hss henoe led to the creation of
aetlologioal qrths. [hls ls a¿ain a oo¡nmon phenomenon from

narly parts of the worltl¡ but lt was especial.Jy ínFortant ln
IndLa et the tLne of the Vedl.c Brãhma¡¡a texts, whose priestly
authors by thelr et¡rnological speculatlons laitt the foundatlons

for the later grammaria,ns 1n this regard. .A enallr yet rather
sizeable portion of these early Inùi.an et¡rutologies hae been

analysed by J. Gonda (Ifng¡¡a 5, L955-56, p. 61-8!)r who

conoluôes¡ tbxplaining a na¡ner thereforer wêg e neane of penet-

ratlng Lnto the hitherto u¡¡l<rrown nature of a person (or object) ¡

a means of acquÍrlng control over hlm. In praotlsing the art of
ety¡nology these authors fi¡st anrd forenost alned. at gainlng

lmowLedge of the ideae expressed by the wordsr of the utrù¡aL

reLatione of these Ldeas with other concepte or entitlest
of the more or less tEysticl sLgnlflcance of thoge elenents

whLch they hacl i¡¡ corn'non. Pre- a¡rd non-solentiflc et¡moIoryr

baseil upon tbe bellef that wortls have sone lnherent cor¡¡ectlong

r¡tth the objects ¡ quallties or prooesses denotedr does not

attenpt to find the historlaal tnrth aþout wortle¡ but to flntl
the tnrth about objects and phenonena by means of the worcls¡ a,ntl,

tt nay be attdeô¡ gonetimes also to take atlvanta€e of thle lmow-

ledger' (p.78). ttln splte of tbeLr, as a nrler thorougtrly
fr¡nscientlficl charaoter, tbese speorrlations a.re not devold of
lnportanoe becauge they enable us io diecover the aseoclations

of fôeas exlsting fn the nlnôs of the authorsn (n. 
_80) 

¡ trÍl}rere

'' - -) 
"nd

na}' be a sense Ln nonsense¡ lthe weters pentatled ({gg

coveredl (VÞ"-,r $ wiratsoever there was here, therefore they

are oalleal ãpatr and Ëg-t(6¡ 6rtrf r!; cf.Nir.!12 anit 9r2)"

-r
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(p.?6). ttThose Intlia¡rs who connected mÎfla-rsu.nnerr wÍth g-
Ito devourt (.æC¡¿g4þ, tenin Þs-aþ Nir. {r2J) emphaslzetl the

scorohlng a¡¡d vLtherlng cha"racter of the tropical sumerrt

(ib., p. 76). r eha^Ll quote two nore t¡rical passages! 3'rhad-

Ãranyafca-upa¡riead 4r2r2 I'J4gUå (ie. the Kindter) ty ,r"rå i"
this Berson he¡e Ln the rlght eye. Elmr verilyr vho Ís that
Inalha peode call ll¡rd¡ar o4r¡rtloallyr for the gorls are fond

of crXrptic, as it were, and ôislike the evittentrt (tra.nsI. Hune¡

the same etynolory reours rn ÉB 6rLr!r2, while the reference

to the godst love of cr¡rtic occurs nan¡r tines ln the texts; cf.
Gond,a, opocol p,79). fbiil. lr4r1 &r! tfln the beglnnlng thle
r+orld was So¡r1 alone in the form of a Person ... Sinoe before
(pür'¡a) alL this world he burned up (l-u$ 

"ff evils, therefore
he is a person (or¡suF-a).Ile who lcrows thls, verlly, burns up

hin who clesi.res to be aheatl of hin ... VerlJ.yr he had no tlellght.
[herefore one alone has no dellght. Ee deeireal a gecond. He wast

LndeecL, as large as a rÍo¡nan and. a na¡r closeLy enbraced. He

caused that eelf to faII (G.t) into two pieces. llherefron

a:rose a huebarid (oati) and a wife (g94!)...t' For slnilar
speoulatJ.on on homor¡ms a¡¡ong the Greeks cf. Ir. Ph. Ranlct

Et¡moJ.oglseering en ve:*ra¡rte verschijnselen bij Eonenrs,

Thesis Utrecht 1951.

These exanpl.es are suffioient to denonstrate th¿t there is
nothing r¡nu$¡a'l íf the wortl for t'start' (Dravitlia.n g!g) fs not
expressetl 1n the Indus scrlpt directly throWh a picture of
star, hrt by neans of a picture of a flsh 4 (Dravltlian gfo,
cf. I$ f7 ff.)r the Indue prlests, who probably were responsfble

for the developuent of the Indue scriptr ¡¡ere ce¡tainLy speculat-
lng on such honorgrnles a¡ral aegoclatlons (cf. especlally I [ ,O

a¡¡d II t e5) fn t¡e Èane nanurer as thelr coLleagues a nlllennÍ¡n
or more Late¡. In faot, slnoe both words are gtlll honorgme ln
nod.ern Ílarnil a¡rd are both noune, they are a].L the tl¡oe suscep-

tlble of confusion; to avold nistahes, the wortl gþ t'sþtt 1s
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sorûetimes prefixed to the word nin when the neaning rreta¡rf is
neant¡ for the nental assooLation cf. the 2{th report of the

Da¡rlsh nissiona,ries fron [ranquebarr dated Ootober 8, L'1262

rrELnen ieden Stern a pa¡t nennen sie ltfînr das lstr Fisch: als

schÌruemen gleicheam dle Ste¡ne in der luft wie mipPlnsöI

od.er l¡rrft-Fischerr (Der Köntgl. Dänischen ÌIlsslonårien aus

Ost-Intlien eingesarialter Ausfilhrlichen Berlohten Anderer Theilt
Von der XIII. bis lO(W. Continr¡atiott ro. hleg. von O.A.

Fra.nckenl EaIIe L715¡ p. 1027).

CeLb (196rr p. 4 f.) has also noted a case where the rebus

principle is ueed for oonmu¡ricative purposes 1n a preliterate
soalety. The Yonrba Negroes bave a systen of sendlng cowrie

ehellg. frOre cowrie ¡uusseL denotes ldeflance a¡rd. fal.luret, two

placed together neanr lrelationship a¡rd neetingr r.¡hile two

pLaced. apart mean lseparatlon a.nd ennítyl¡ ... elx ooÌrrie

mr¡gsels roean lattractedl because the word gþ in the Yonrba

language neans lslxl and lattractetll¡ a message conslstlng of
a stringi l¡lth six mussels, when gent by a yorug na¡¡ to a girl¡
therefo:re erq)ressess lI feel attraoted to you¡ I love you! Ând

eince the word æ neans both lelghtl a.ntl lagreedl the answer

fron the girl to the yorrng nan nay be a nessage conalstlng of
a strlng with elgþt russels, seù'tng lAgree<I, I feeL the ea,ne

rrsy as you do!fl Altogether, the evldence for the popuLarlty

a¡¡tt extent of the use of the honorprrns for comunLoatlve pu.r
posee and othe::wlse in archaic socletÍes is so overwhel-nlng

ù'lÞt Ít can bardly be ôoubted th¿t the l¡¡dus sorlptr too¡

neðe gpod use of Lt.
Oond¿ obsertres wlth regg¡d to the Brãb¡nan¿ et¡mologles

that tr a considerable part o o o oêrl stanal a,n¡r orlticlem on

the part of noðern linguigtlo sciencefr, whlle nother etymo-

J.ogles, thor:gtr not entlrely oorrect or enèorsed by notlern

gchoLa¡ehlpr nay be calLeal sensibLe ol open to tliscusslontt¡

r¡h1Ie stll1 in sone other caseÉ lrno objectlon can be raiseal to
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the conbfnation fron the phonetlc pofnt of vielrrt (p. 65 f.,
wtth exa^npIes). To the great rnaJority, however, applies vhat
Oond,a has phrased as follor¿s¡ rtln these et¡mological speoulations
everything was held to be pe::nlssible antl lt would not have

occunecl to the authore that there corrld be argr objectlon to
their proceclurett (p. 65). ttAl.thor¡€h the posslbility of pralc¡1t

influenoes nustbe taken lnto acoor¡nt -m. 6r, th¡e lrtentlfication
éar¡ra-:eanra- presupposes an ldentlcal pronunciation of the
slbtlants¡ É¡ 7r5,Lr22 line asplrate !þ interchanges wtth its
conreeponding sinple tenuÍs !: r¡¡r¡lca¡a- = g!ftþilg=¡ a

lengthening of a voweL is aesuned. 3},. 7 r4rlr1l eüFka¡a-l
epgka¡'a-¡a cerebral and dentaL interohange SB. 1161216 where

ourogãáa- 1s e:çlalned as purodãEa- - rrrê naðr say that various
phonetlc incong¡rritles coul.d not prevent these authors fron
brlngtng such words as .@@gg, and.@, Ínto aonneotlon
with'fîhr,blbharti and. a.ñeãnq rasa- respeotivety (nãru.

Lr6r5 a.nd !.rJr8). Senanttc shlfts or rathe¡ Leaps of the
boltlest cha¡acter were easLly assunedlSB. 8r5,2rI7 aÉÏti-
leightyl is connected. wlth aÉ- lto eatr ...'r (p. 6, f.).
$rmll¿¡' renarks nay be nade r¡ith regartl to the Eebrew na,terfal
refe:red to above.

No language, not even Dravièian, which is rich 1n honorryms,

possesses then 1n such quantitles that ft wor¡ld be poaslbJ.e

to conpile a¡r effectlvely frrnctåonlng norphenographlo script
in whlch all rebus pu¡xs a^re baEed on perfect homonJms. One

gravely frnrlfu¡g faotor effeotlng thle gttu^ation ie the dena¡rd,

for worile tlenotlng mote or lees easlly tdentlfiable concrete
objects or aotions that ca¡r serre as the basis of the graphenee.

.û¡other is the prlnolple of econony of the anclent wrltfng
systens r'ai-mfng at the e:cpreseion of lingutstl,o fo::ns by the
sxûallest possible nr¡mber of signstt (Ceft L967¡ p.69). In
exanining the other earLy scrlpts, l¡e note that these LLnltatlone
were met by varlous eLlowa¡roes. ftNo Mesopotamlarr systen
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ilf.stin€¡¿ishes between voícedr voicelessr a^nd enphatic consona¡rts

in the oase of sfgns entl-ing in a consonaJtt. Thusr the slgn IG

has the vaLue j€r J&r and¿g ... In atlùltionr sone oLaler systemst

such ae OId Âlcladlan a¡rd 01d. Ass¡rrian, clo not even indicate
the qr:a1ity of the consona¡rt in signs beginning uith a consona¡rt

... In all cr¡¡reÍfom systemÊ rna¡y signs ending in ! nay stand

alæ for those entting Ln e . . . In the case of sylJ.ables ÌrhLch

are not repreeented by a slgn 1n the syllabaryr eigns with
sinilar consonåJrts can be used aÊt for insta¡roer in writing the

syllab1e g{g by meens of the sign whioh has a norrnal r¡afue

gig"(cett 1g61, p, 69 r.). The Hlttlte, c¡rriote, and oLder

Japa,nese scrlpts d.o not indicate the d:lstinctlon between voioedt

voiceless, enphatic, or aspirate consonants (cf. lb., p. J2).
The EgSptian wrltlng j.ntlicates the consonants comectly but not

to voweL ¡ thus the slgn t¡ansliterated as E4 by the Eg¡rtolo-
gtsts sta.nùs for 4þ, ú, gÐ, gfo' gÞg' nãne, gfug *d g
of l.ater Coptic (lb. , p. 77 a¡rtt 280 n. 21), and the sarie is
tnre of the Senitic writings which desoend. dlreotly fron the

Egqptial (ib., p. 79)," rllornpurs,¡ ¡ in r,¡hl.ch a word pronounoed

wlth one tonal pattern inplies the word nade up of the sa,ne

sounds but pronounoetl vith a dÍfferent tonal patternr are ver¡r

oormron in }Ilxtec. Ántl as wíll be seen in the dlscussion of the

l,[ixtec history rnanusoripts o o . ¡ theee nanuscriptg uge

Blotori.al I tone puns I , in which the pictorial elgn of
a word rntr¡lies another urillustrated word that has a

d:tfferent neamÍng but is homorqmous with the wortl depicted

except for ùifferences 1n tone. For exa,npler in the dlalect of
San Míguel e1 Gra,nde¡ Oa:caca, t'he l{lxtec wortt g!þg (with a
hlgh tone on the first syllab1e) means lÌarger r and the word.

catnù (wtth a Low tone on the last sy1.Lable) ¡neans rto breakr.

Secauge 1t 1e easier to ôepíot the action of breaklng than to
lLl-ust¡ate the concept rLarger¡ a plctorÍal sÍgn in which
sornething 1s beir¡g broken often lnplies that the adjectlve
rla:ege'shou-ld be appLietl to the motif in questiont' (M. E.
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Snith, Pictu¡e lrlriting fron Ancient Southern Mexico, No::man,

0k1a. 197J, p. ?). Even in ¡uost alphabetio scrlpts, exceptir¡g
anci.ent Greek (epsíJ.on : eta, arid onikron : onega) and a few

othere, the length of the vowel ls not indlcated..
Erperinente of rebus wrlting in motle¡n Firmish¡ whlch ln

phonetlc structure resenbles Proto-Draviùia¡r a¡rd mod.em Tamll ,

strggest that Ít is necessany to allow a free alternatlon
between ehort a,nd longl vowels antt short and. long oonsonants,

bt¡t that these alte¡nations only are required to nake up a
faLrLy effective eystem. An allowa¡rce of sinlls^r altern¿tions
for the Dravlclian of the Indus ecript seems qulte legitLnate,
not only because suoh a nodest ltberty is Ln lLne wlth practiae
of the other anoientwrltlng systener but aLso because an altep
natlon between short anil long voweLs a¡rd short and. long conso-
nants within one antl the sane root belong to the three ¡ooet

Ínporta.nt norphophonenic n¡lee affecting the Dravitlta¡r rootg
(of. ZvelebiL l97O, p. ,5 ff., 84 f., 184 ff¡ SDEEO 60, I97r,
p. 16-4e). In addíti.on¡ only alternatlons actualLy attested
within singLe et¡rna, both between the va¡lant forr¡ in the
ùifferent Dravitlla¡r languages a¡rtl the alloforrns of the incltvi-
duaL languages, whlch can be presumed. also for the proto-
(Uortfr-)OravJ.dian, shoutd be allor.¡etl. I should like to nention
here as such alterîåtlons -1&, r"td g¡¿þ (Zvelebil 1970, p. 61,

6i 11.), å"/Ë" (p. 55,6L,7L t.), S/¿6. 111 rf.),.y& (p.
L25 ff .)r a¡rd altematlons within the followLngi'borrelated
bundles of opposltLonsrt (aôapted f¡om J. Vacek, rrsone problens

of [an1l ¡ùronologloa1 structurerr, Acta r¡nlversltatle Carolinå€
L969, PhLlologíca 2¡ p. BJ-IOJ), attesteti ln very nå¡¡Jr et¡rna

of the ffiD¡
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Ilenoe, these a¡rd other less frequent alternations attested

within words belongtng to one a¡rd. the same root in Dravidia¡t

shoulè be aLlowed when oompa.ring the poslted. honophones. It
voulcl, howeverl be advisable to inùicate the attested allofo:ms
1n each case, and naturally the comparlsons w111 be the nore

convlncing the less there is alterr¡atíon. 0n the other ha^nd, no

$¡ch altem¿tÍons whtch are not generally attesteal in this
way should be allowed for the conpared reconetmotlons, e.g.

ú, &, 14, 9+,4.
1. llhe contents of f $ tO trave been dealt l¡ith in two ful1y
docr¡mented papers, wj.th conclusions that d'iffer j.n some d.etalls

fron tlrose in I5 LO. One ls Asko a¡rd Simo Parpola, ItOn the

relationshlp of the Sunerlan toporlyn l'leLgla a¡rtl Sa¡rskrlt

'', Stuùta orlentalla 46 (rs. a:mae salonen), 1975,

g. 2OJ-2J8. Eere ft is suggested th¿t the Sr.¡merla¡r nane as rrell
as Pãli giþS¡Jrg refLect the anclent Dravldla¡r name of the

I¡rdue clvilization surrrlvlng tn Old Tanil (fa)nr¡-ala¡ [-axan]
rllenll countryr, r+hil.e Sanskrlt nlãccha . t44 [nte:xa] ts
borrowed from a Central Dravidlan fom of thls nane wlth a
netathesis and vowel contractlon. The Dravid:Lan root underlying

the flrst pa¡t nieht hence be DED l[J]. T}:e other paper 1s

Âsko Perpola, ÍToporgmic evldenoe for the Dravidla¡r tdentity of

the Ea,rappan languagett, Fellcltatlon Vol.r¡ne ln Eonou¡ of
Father X. S. Tharli Naya¿an (tn press). A
L. At the end of an lnsoriptlon the slgn I oa¡r hardly stanô

for a relatfve participler es sugg€sted tn fS fZ, becauge 1n

IÞavtèia¡r an ad.jectÍvaI quallfler m¡st norually be followed by

I nollrr¡ It seems¡ the:reforer thet the slgn ¡ather stantl,s for
the ao:respond.ing subståntlve kolai ftgivlng altay as a giftrr¡
whlch 1s also useð ae a technLcal te:m in the Ta¡rl inscriptions¡
corresponèlng to Sa¡rskrit .!fogg.Suoh ¿ norninal clause woultl be

quite itlionetlo, a¡rd. uor¡ld have been easily nnderstood. fmn the

context.
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L_ For kolll lrfireb¡a¡rd.¡ gtowing enberil (om f794) as

the et¡rnol.ory of 3!¡ rptanetrt (prolably origlnalty Uars)
postulatett fn I$ 2L and earlier by N. V. Gr¡¡ov (J. of Ta,r¡ll
Stt¡d:l.es 2:1, L)lO, p. 78), of. Sans¡crft ansãra(ka) tllivlng
coallr as the ¡rane of planet l{ars, a¡rd the llanil e:qrressions
vln-kollf antl vln-vi1-ko1l.i nea.ning rtneteor,t (nanif l¡exLcon

- 
--

s.v., oS.ting l{ãaatfpa. 76 a¡rd GEïe.)l the word ¡4þ Deanrs
trsrqyrr (w ++ZZ)r a¡rd JEI "to fall downt' (m¡ 4457).
rhe ldentity of the rrg;tu¡."tf*,d t*J (of. r$zr) rs

oonfir"netl by a seal for¡ncl fron LothaL (S.R. Rao, ttshlpping in
Ânclent rncu.arr, rnd:lats contrlbution to l,lorLd rhought antt 6\¡ltu-

A Vlveka¡ranal,a Comenoration Volume, Madras I97O¡
p. 8J-10J, pI. 1J:1)¡ which has the fol1owJ.ng insarLptlonl
å llj .f Ã 1f " Q. tn" context of rhe tlsarure Le here rhe
sane as that of the seal {1{{ (exoavatlotl no. lJ?51) f¡on
Ea^rappa üfl{ "J,Rtef eaee llS ll .

llhe alawe of the o¡ab are conpa^red to the plncere of the
blacksnith not only 1n the ¡ãtafcas quoted fn I$ 21, but aleo
1n the 01cl Taei.l text Penmpãnãrrrrppatai (206-20g).
6. In I$ 22 kõ+/kolll is enggested as the orlgtnat nane of
the hr¡nte:¡-god represented on tbe copper tebLets of Mohenjo-
tla¡o a¡rrl ldentlflett wtth the vetllc Rudra. lltre na¡ûe of Rudra hae
been a¡¡ et¡mol,ogiaaL cn¡:c¡ wblle severa,l schol.s¡s Ì¡ave con¡rec -
ted it with Greek Ë-g.r '9piç rrreôtr a¡rd Sanskrit.g!@
tfretl, blootlrr, because rlan¡r èifferent epithebalL neaning
Íreôrr a"re applieô to Rutlrra In the |fveaa a¡¡tl later texts,
others have denietl the correctneee of thls ex¡llanation because
the loss of asplratfon (al>.!) woulct be l:regular; the a.nalory
of another godlg nÂrne, Indra, enùtng in -¡þghas been invoked
to expi.ain thle i:regularlty (cf. M. l{a¡rrhofer, Kurzgefasetes
et¡mol. lförterbr¡ch dee ÂLilndl.schen ÍTI/L9, Eeid.elberg 1965,
p. 66 f.). The BrãÌmana terts, however, geen to provlde an
explanation for thls ùl.leuna by thelr rfet¡mologlcaì' connectlon
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of Ruûrals ¡rane wlth the loot ruat-'tweep¡ lanentrt (e.g. 93 611¡

5¡7 1.¡ 111615r?; ES lr!r1r1¡ ùß 4r 2rL2). It eeens to ¡¡e that
the olrange of !b into ¡! ln Br¡ùrals nane reptesents a congcloug

effort to preserve tn Sa¡rekrit a well establtshetl. nythlcal pun

connectecl wlth the Dravid:i.a¡r nane of theLr []¡edrt ged. (of fire,
of rlslng sun, l![ars, blooct-shedtling warr eto.), for there íe a
honorqm of kõl/ko+l+ which has preclsely the neanlng of Sa¡rskrlt
n¡d-¡ kõl ttsorrow, grief, Ianentation¡ sorurd of howltng, lanen-
ting, waltlng or maring"(mD 1866); Cf. aleo f f rg ln fine,
a¡rtl note that h¡atrla (repreeentett by the eacrl.fictal Ìrorse in the

Ved:lc a6na,nedha, a¡rd Rohlta, the proposecl hr¡n¿n vlotir¡ in the

Sunalr6epa D¡rth) appears to have been the fndus ootmterpart of
the rrl-a,menteôtt {ylng gott Tamuz/¿Aods of the Near Eastern

cl.vlLizatLons.
I"ron the root kol rrto eelzeft (¡n¡ U88) a nr¡nber of DrevLd:l.a¡r

la,ngua6es have worrls 1Íke þ|þ! or }gl neaning |trobber"¡r,

pluntlerrt (cf. also Kota þ+_&l rrthiefrr)¡ tn ÉÉdrrak¿rs

Mrcchakatlka III, 1r-15 Skanda or KunÃ:¡a fs the gpd of thieves,
just as Ruûra, too, was the gocl of thieves and robbers (cf. VS

L6,2ç2L).

l¿- In I $ 2) line conbinatlo" 4 tJ oocr:r'ring twice in the

Inttr¡s lnsoriptions was lnterXrreted as vata-nÏnr the OId lf¡rnîl-

nane of the saau. star a1oor n"olorlF**e, whioh Ín
Sanskrit is ca-Lted Ârrmdhstï. In thle staa rane vata means
ttoo"¿¡rt (mo +e6Z), but the pictogran appeare to represent

vata l¡ the eenee of ttban¡ran tree"(see t$zz-21). Although

lralg$ rrba¡lyanrt 1e attesteô at least ln [amrl (Ct:]ã.¡ cf. also

rratal rrbe¡yo'ln in ÌÍa.la1.) anô l,lala¡ralan (¡¡aear¡atÏ), tt Uas
-.1-not been included 1n the DED nor the DBIA. AL:rea(y llhlenbeok

has strggestetl tlr¿t Sanslsit $ 
ttbanyanrf (atteeted only elnoe

the Uafiãthã¡ata, whioh suggests a r¡¿tl'r¡e Inttla¡r ortgin) na¡r be

derivetl f¡on Sanskrl.t vala ttrope, stringrr, the ban¡ran tree
being cb¿raoterlzetl by rope-like aerlal roots (cf. lla¡rrhofer,
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op.o.¡ lIT./Lg, L967, p. I29)¡ Skt. J&+g I'rope, strlngrr,
however, ls onLy for¡nd ln lexicographers, a^nd is generally
consialeretl to be a borrowing fron llravictian vala¡or vatJ trrope,

large cord, oablett (DEl 4268), of. lla¡rrhofer Lbld. r and 1\rrner,
CDrÂr. s.v. It ruas ai.read¡r pointed out in t A 21, that the homo-

r¡trmy of rrnorthrr and |trope/bar¡ranfr fn DravLôian, a.nd thelr
oo¡rnectLon with the north-starr ¡nåü ll.e behind the ver¡r anolent
but peculiar Intllan concepts of a ooeroic banyan tree in the
nlcltlte of the heaveng (ne.ved¿ lr24r7)r and of the stars belng
held up 1n the alr by lnvislble ropeÊ by whlch they are attaohed
to the poLe star, a¡rd. of the ban¡ran as the tree of the no¡th
(cf. Ì{. Kirfel, Dle Kosnographle tler Inder, Bon¡r und Leipzig
I)2O, p.9t 1.).I here propose to present sone more evÍdence
whlch seer¡B to oonffum theee suggestlone.

^41.1 the Old [anÍt references to vala-nÏn refer to her
conjr:gal fideltty (kagPu or.3@): tln¡s Ctlappatikãran Lr2J
(tÏtffã vatanÏnt3 lilan) and 5122! (vatanii u.Sntg -alainr¡ai
makaLlr) ; Aua.nãnünr L22r8 (*l*il E¡Iafyr¡ä l€ræ+) ¡Ihtltokai
2121 (vatanÏ3 põr tolutãtta va¡'afrklya kagprgal). The comenta-
tore u¡åril-nously irtenttfy vala¡nÏn w1th á,nuuthati, ttre chaste
wife of sage Vasíslhar the forenost of the seven Bages of the
constellatlon of the G¡eat 3ear. Aooorrllng to the nyth,
Anr¡rdhati was the only wife of the seven sages who wae not
ùlvorced r the other sJ.x havlng been lnvolveti ln the birth of
gott Skan&ar and therefore separated f¡on their husba¡¡ùs as the
Plelades (Sanskrtt .$!!!![¡of.fS22 anô 2!). tltre g¡eat a¡rti-
Suity of this 4yth le proved. by tts befng mentLoned alreaSr in
the Satapath¿ Brãhna¡ra (ZrLrZrS-4) atô even in the Kãthå¡€¡¡
(grf). Moreover, lt ls a,n fntegraL part of both the Ved.to anrt

the South Inùi.an na.rria¿e ritr¡a1 to shor{ the brlrte the pole
star and Anurtlhatl (cf. especialty M. t{l.nternitz, Das altln-
ôische EochzeltsrituelL ¡ Ìlien 1812, p. 77-79¡ a¡rtl the firet
canto of Cllappatil<ãra¡û). The llanil eptkless of ohastlty
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(pattini< Skt. patnl ttwifett) whose cult"nust have been rather
inportant and. widely spread" Ín South Inùia some 1500 years

ago, although it now survives only rr Ln a few pLaoes in Kerala

and Ceylon¡ âe â ninor cuJ.t con¡recteð with ferttLlty rites arial

narriagesrr (cf. K. Zvelebll,llhe Snile of Mn:rrgam, Leiden L975,

p. I7, with reference$, nay be id.entical with A:runcthatI/rratan-l¡:

note that according to CtLappattkãra,n (zrt t99 ff . ) Karuraki

ascendeal i:rto heaven a¡rtl beoane a gotltlees.

An Ínporta¡rt conneotion between An:¡rtlhati anct the ban¡ran tree
is the nention of a place of pilgrírnage calLed An¡ndh¿tÎ-vala
ln the l¡at¡ãtrrãrata (1r 84, sofg). Cf. J. Ensink, rrProblemg

of the stutly of Pllgrlnage in Indiarr¡ Indologlca llatrrinensia 2,

L974¡ p. 6tz [Among the trees the $þ!-tree at Soclh Ga¡ã frae

won special fa.rne through the Bucldha flnding enJ.lghtennent at
1ts foot. It is the Flous rellgiosa, caLletl aévattha ln Sanskrltt
pinal 1n Hlndi. But the worship of the ba¡ya¡r tree (Sanskrit

vala; Ficus inèica)is probably nore wltlely spreaô: narly places

of pllgrinage have their tr:¡r{yÍng banya.n tt"" (gs¡34¡qþ)t."
The eplthet *#u* (on whlch cf. a-Leo P. K. Gode ln .û3ORI ,8t
p. 82-J2 ancl K. D. Bajpai (ed.), [he Geographicat Enoyolopaeôia

of Ánclent and lÍeùieval India I, Varanasl L967t p. I2)apparently
refers to the heavenly banyan ("f. .g@ and g¡ätrüg rrete'r'ol.rl

as epithets of the heavenly plpal tree in llatha Upanisad 6rl
a.nd 3ha¿avadgitã 15 11).

uarrã¡trãrata Lrl96rl4 3 . 1r188r1{ crlt.ett. lefers to rra¡rclent

loleil nentioning Jatilã fron the fa.ntly of Gautans aE the

cormon wife of the seven sa€es (érüyate hi purãne tpl jatilã
nãna gautani / gi" ad}yãsltavati sapta dha;rûabhiffu vara//).
llhe¡e ls a generral. agreenent that Jatilã ls very probabl-y

AnurttbatÏ, who geens to be referred to as the wlfe of ell the

seven sages fn uafrã¡frãrata !r110r1814 Gî, êrg. E. ll. Eopkf.ns,

Epic rythoLogrr Strassbr:rg I915r p. 182¡ von Nege1eln¡ 0IØ

L926, Sp.9O5). The na.ne iplifã is of very great interest.
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The d.ictlonaries recortl jalila in the neaning rrwearlng twisted

t¡air (¡alã-arrãrin)", lqp d.enotÍrg the twisted hslr of Sir¡a

a¡rd ascetlcs. Thenam sults Anurdhatl as the wife of seven

sages who Llve 1n the fo¡est as ascetics (of. ll. D. OlElaherty,

AscetiÊn a¡rd erotÍcisrû in the nythotogr of Slv:a, London 1971¡

passi.n). The word.$ ft generally reoognlzed to be of D¡avl-

clian et¡rnofory (OSO 1897 q9gl lrplaited halrt'). But as polntetl

out by M. 3. Emeneau (rue stra¡rgur¡g Figs in sanstslt Llterature¡
Serkeley a¡rd Los A¡gples L949, Ilniverslty of Callfo:mla Publl-

oationg Ln CLassLoal PlriLolopl L1¡ D. ,6r), It appears olea'rly

fron sone pase€tges of Eena,oa¡rdre thât ttig*ã has as one of its
neanif¡gs laerlal roott, a¡rd. the derlvecl adjectfve jallla has

a rneanlng not recorôed 1n the tllctlona¡ies¡ lpossesslng aerial
roots (.ialã)t.tt"Th.ree passa¿les refer to the aerlal roots of the

ban¡ran, one of then add;tng the pþ\59 also.The r¡ord used for
laerial rootst i" r¡g;p, whlch, as also nea.ningl f the nattecl

ar¡d twisted. haír of a¡r ascetiol r affords a^n opportunity for

¡nurst' (tu. p. 164).
8. The oonblnatton{\l/1" apparentLy ldenticat in neaning

Iitr, ll{l}, st"" both are preoetled by the sane sisn Ô antl

foLl.owetl by the sa,ne slgn I Ln the lnscrlptlons 1O71

Y llli '4llJO and JOo6 HD, f lì.ttQ . rrhe ratter oornbl-

n¿tlon gives a further confi:matlon to the tnteq>retation of
,A tfl as qþg¡glg ,north gtar'r (vith A -rrfish" s

glg = Itstatril, cf. I $ 17), for 1t seems fairly oertain (ot. ¡ f ee

antl II i re a 20) that the sign ll nomally sta¡¡drs for the
v

eountl vãf(ff)¡ the worô ver(rr) neaÌsr in atlèitlon to the

-- 
-

more oor@on neaningÊ nwhlte(ness), stl'ver, planet Venus

(= A ll , t $ ze)" aleo I'starn ln general (DED 4524i TI'

s.v. {¡ cf. a.l.so F. Jotlstrttr¡r A Gulde f,e l[¡n{f , Rev. ed.¡

Mad¡as 1970r p. 18d: íravlL vãnåttlL ve|]ffø| käappatun) antt ts
thus a ÊynonJm of ú.
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%- I ehaLL here not go deeper into the lnterpretatlon of the

"t* Q (rdth graphlc varlants t1 ord 0 , 0 ), but only

rena¡k that lt with great probabillty ôenotes a¡r attribute of

the fifalthfulr' A:lr¡ntl]ratT. A¡rother epithet paralleJ' to O
Ís the sign A , cf . the insoriptlon 2ood'*IltÂ, a¡rd 1n

actd:ltion the conbinations H tÃ (onae) ana HQ (ttr""). rt
seems to me that the oonbination A # whlch occ11rs twice

(of. the ooncorilancer P. 4O) is another na,ne of grla-nÏn'

The sign Vff is èiffioult to recognize, b't tl¡e lower part of

It does i-ook like a scorplonls stlng (cf. A. E. Dani, Intlta¡r

Pataeograpf, L961, pI. Ia.ra'nd' or¡¡ Flrst Annor¡¡roement, 1969, p'

,8). I can nake only two very tentatlve sug;gestlons on this

basle. One BossibllLty nidlt be that the word llgggr g t'(ffne)

nanner, abtLity, goodness, etc.rr (¡SO Z$eA) attested 1n O1't

l[emi]. texts in connectlon with vala-nin (cf. II$Z) i" replegên-

ted thronglr @ rrto sting (as wasp)rr(DED 2812)¡ but thts

latter r.¡od hasthis neanlng on3"y in [a'n11 r the noru¿Ì neaning

being ttto bu::n, Êoorch, be fierce (of sr.rnle heat)t eto'fr'

Another possibiJ.lty is to reaô the slg¡ ae !E| ttuootltlotttt

(OSO eOl¡). It worrld nanely giive us two hornophones lrhich wor¡Ltl

Euit vata-nÏn very well: on one harid, i+ ttto be(cone) clear¡.'-.._
purer llnpld, bright, whlte, serener oaln¡ shine clearly¡ be

hrown, percelved, seen, understoodrr (nm agel). Thls Ìrorô

worrld provlde a good epithet for a star in general, a¡rd for
the rrpurerr An'rdbatÎ in pa¡tior¡1'r. Anurdhatf, however, ÍÊ a

very snaIl star, being tn OId T¡m'|l called also.g!g¡;g!g

"the ma-lL gtarfr (Penun. JOJ) ¡ henoe also the worô þl trthin,

fine, dellcate, llttlerr (mO Zge6) woultl be very appropriate

here. It 1s aleo worth noting that fron the flrst wortl there are

derivatives like Tanil tellava¡ rrolea,r-sightecl pereonsrrl

accord.lng to a¡r anclent Inttlan bellef a person who can¡rot see

A$ïralhatÏ wt1l d1e soon (cf. especially Lltyã¡ranaF6rautasr:tra

1, 1, 6-7 I fãtfrafca-crfryasütra 25, 45 iva¡ãaÉæata J,2, Jl81 11111 ¡
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ancl lflnternltz 1.c.). According to I'tatrã¡trãrata L'2JJrS$J6

An¡ntthetl beoame Jealous of Vasisthår antl i.n oonsequence ghe

beoa¡ne a llttLe star, like fire nixed with snooke, sometimes

visible a¡rd sonetlnes lnvlsibLe. Cf. also ¡gþ ttthin, lea^n ,

poor, weakr' (nno 4e7o).
Ip. One of the rnost frequent conbinations of the slgn üJ

{M interpreted in r S zt au ¡p¡g is lF (f rrr' whtoh

occuxs J tímes (inscriptions JZQJ, lilg, fi62). lt is inte-
restlng to note that in two out of these three
side ehows nothing but an lsolated f'1g leaf:

case

ô
s the reverge

. The

sigrr rrrr is indubltabLy number {, which 1" ¡ãÀ in Dravidia¡r
(¡nO ,OZ4¡ of. also S..T. Shanruga,n, Draviðian Nounq.A oonpa.rative

stu{y, .Annarnalalnagar L97L¡ p. L5L-4). Eere 1t apparently standg

for the root ffãl ttto ha,ng dovn¡ be suspendedrt (nSO 2r7), r+hloh

has an a-llofom IãL, a¡ut is used i.a. with referenoe to hangtng

ropes or the ha¡¡ging tendrlls of the pepper or betel vlne (cf.
lbLd.). The lnitiaL Proto-Dravidian þ alternates not on-Ly

with g but also wfth zero (of. I(a,nil Zvelebll, Conparative
Dravld.ian Phonolory, The Hague 1970r p. LJJ, a.nd TßD 2162, 2167).

lle rna¡r hence suggest that ñãJ na¡r be tho et¡rmolory of A, &.
ggggg ttba/'J¡an" (nno ¡e¿). ÍIhe conpoun<l. Uãt-""!"r wouJ.d., hence,

nean rt(the tree) wfth ropes that tran¡g downrr, i.e., the
barryan tree (cf. a.lso Sanskrlt gyg1þ4 rfthe downr¡arcùs

gnotrertt). These lnscrlptlons occr¡x on a,nt¡-Lets, not on seals¡
and. probably refer to the cosmlo banya.rr tree which appears to
have playecl a very oent¡al role in the Harappan rellgion.
IL. lnother and. even more frequent oonblnatlon of the sign

tj/ is U tî' A whlch occurs { tines (cf. the
concordance¡ p. 1!2). lhis seems a].so to ¡efer to the heavenly

ba.nyan tree. lf,y sr.rggestlon ls that the sfgn A dsht trly to
rencler the word. g!! ilthst whloh Ls over or above, hlâr
euperior, lofty; the top, sþ, etc.u (OnO 4L7Ð. I have al.ready

previously proposed. (cf. South Aslan Archaeolory 1!l], eùitett
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by J. E. van Lohulzen-de Leeur¡ ard J.M'M'Uba€hst l'eiden L974,

p. 95 n. 4) that thls word., with the autornatlc release volreL -u,

i¡ the et¡rnology of Sa¡rskrlt gfu, the na.ne of the cos¡nLo

nor.l¡rtai¡ whlch acoorùing to the Uafrã¡trãrata (cf. S. Sörensen,

An inrlex to the na¡nes in the ¡la¡ã¡trãrata, London L9O4-L925,

p. 4?8) serves as the abode of the seven sa€iesi the olunge

of ! into g is not ttlfflcuLt, because tbe ohief Rgvetlto

ùi.alect of Inito-Aryan, for exampJ-e, has only r, all origlnal

Inèo-European lls havlng been clranged Lnto g' This Ì¡ypothetÍoal

interpretation seems reasonabl"e to ne because we also have the

oonbfnatlon ôM A occ,rt-tri8 11 tlrnes (p. 29f ), and here

a A = v ie alnost certainly a plcture of a norrntaln, slnoe

the nore o¡ Less identicaL plctograns in other anclent hiero-

gL¡ryùric scrlpts aLl have thls prrmary nearilng (of. the ftgure

1ì.1ust::atlng this in Dy Paper to appear in JRAS L97il' The

conpound na¡r henoe read gþg;ggþ! or with the proper eandhi

nãÊ-nalaf¡ a na;m€ whloh aotual1y is attestetl 1n Ta'nrLr thougtt

it there refe¡s to ltthe h111 where the sun setgrt or (already

Ín Pa¡1pãtal) tta nowrtaln sange in Coorgfi: ln Te-i]' gEI u"t

the roea¡ring nïrestlt also, the lle'nr1 country belng borclered by

higt¡ norurtafns fn the west. g¡ rfnountainrt (Um ,egZ) seems

the nost 11keLy Dravid:lan wortl here, for ít see¡trs to be the

nogt comonly used anô nost wlôeIy spreatl, and. in adtlition the

nane of @g, wt¡lch tn Elnrlu nyüho1o6' is itlentlfietl with

the oosnic nor¡¡rtain (ft fs a1eo tl¡e no,ntaln of the north),

nay, lÍke the Sa¡rslcit nane of the westenû Ctrãts, gglg{q

(OnO ¡OOe), be orlglnally de¡ived f¡on thls Dravld,ia¡r etSmont

a¡rd later re-interpretetl in sanskllt as ttthe aboôe of the

snowrr (frfna + êgüg) ¡ it ts posslbly derived thrcu€h ha'ploLogr

fron .E@;g4þTg ttsnow-mountafnrr, cf. EinavaÍ rtsnollyrr, 8o11'

mowrtaln. The Llkewise velîr frequent conblnation 
"""'Ao= ,,,',,,$ (t5 trnes, p.2W f.) tloes not seem to pose any

insuperabl.e tllfftoultiee to this inteq)retatlon' Eere the
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secontl sign is indubltably nu¡¡¡ber 7, whlch 1n Dravid:laJr is
ef(u) (DED 772). The Ianll l¡exlcon records here a sultable
interpretatJ-on by attesting a¡r aatual conbination nã:.-eJu-
wlth the neamings, i.a., rrto rlse upil a¡rcl rrto be superiorrr.
Sínce the ¡oot gþ t'to rise, as fron seat or bed, to aecend,

ae heavenly bo(yr be high, etc.rr(DED 72ja) 1s also uged as a
substentlve (=elunai,, efuppan) neaning ilrising, e1(ev)ation,
heightrt, 1t nay possibly fir¡rctlon here as a synor¡J,T of /VïA .

The other posslbiLities ind.lcatetl by the TL geem Ìess probable
to mes ¡oãf-ãl-r¿alcan I'the seven upper worlclsrt (rrr*ara)¡
or g!þg]g[!g fraccountant-general., auùtting: officerlf (T. A. S.

I'IJT), rrl.nstnrctions of a superlor authorlty, ord.er".
12. The oonbinations of the flsh signs, whlch probably refer to
anclent Dravitllan star naneg, offer one of the nost fmitful
starting pointe for firrther lnterpretations. One partÍcularly
prorolefng cage seems to be the co¡nbinatio" A { oocurrlng
once, fn the beglnntng of the inscrlption 26L!, sfnce in thls
caEe also the pictnre ca¡ be recognized wlth certalnty: it is
the hind-leg of an anlmal. It 1s lndeetl very strlklng, there-
fore, that the wo¡ô tä tleg, footr tht& of anf¡nalre hind-
leglt (DED 260r) 1g found in a¡r Qld lfq'nr1. text as a star nå¡net

1n h¡¡anãnü¡r¡ 59rr14-r5 we read nlka rËgul erf tõEfg¡n/
kr¡ïa¡oigolun tã9 q¡kaivinr¡n rrif glowing ttghts (el;ù ehould
be(cone) vlsible aln:nda.nt}y ln the sþ, and ff the tãl
together with þ|g=Eb shoulal Look d:lmn.Eere the oLd comenta-
tor h¿s e:çLafnetl both $ and kr¡la-nÏn as stare (t'cu+anÎg.-

tãlnlgr¡n ãkrva vrFriÊF4)i also the l[anrl lexicon (s.v. tt)
takes tãt t¡ere as rrcometrr. l{hLLe V. I. Sub¡anoniamls Index

-of Pr¡¡ana¿nuu¡r¡ (t962, s.v.) recognlzes the worô @ ln the
laet stanza of thls song (r95r40) to have the neanlng rreta,rtr,

it asslgns itlere the neanLng a¡rrl' (ttgraoe, blessJ.ngrt)¡

uoreoverr-reoòfdLng also a variant reaðlng hl-* (tthoofr' ,
mD 1.519) ¡ Subra.aoniam lnterprets þlg4fu as a oomporrnd of
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tn¡lsn Itpondtt (mn rlrg) and gfg in the sense t'fish", er¡kalvtg

belng talcen in the llteraL aense ttif(it protlucetl) snok€fr.

Eowever, 1t ca¡¡ be seen that the laet nentlonetl te:n refers

to heavenly phenonena fron Pr¡¡anäüru IUrl @...
rrlf the black sta^r (1.e., pla.net Saturn) shoulô lsnokelil.

Seconôly, the uord tî¡+a.ln trpond.rr, besides the word nÏr ttr,ratett'¡

is ln Ta¡nll usetl as the name of the asterien 
"EãSü 

whlch

na¡ks the begfnnlng of the ralr\y sê&solto And thlrdlyr I see a

posslble et¡rnolory fo¡ the word tãl as a star nane in the noot

t*a(-tala)- rtto be brlJ.llant¡ brightr gLltter, shlner Lustret

ftashrr (on¡ ¿549).

!!. Dr the inscrlptlon 2111 ilAh ro u "A lll the

sign A has a stroke atlded. underneath 1t. Slnce the sign ls
followed by a double stroke raised in the upper register and

probably having a g::a,matloal fi¡nction (of.I f r¡), thle extra

etroke unde¡neath naùr serrre to Índicate thet the sign does

not here have its orttlnaeT meaning¡ that of !! t'nann (ce.I[26).
In the Egrptian soript, there is a sinLla,r ltaü of showlng

that the slgn ntrst be read wlth its ldeographlc value ar¡ô not

with phonetlo value gf the plctograln¡ cf. A. OardLnerr Eg¡ltlan
Gra.nnar, Lonôon 1957 ¡ p, 14 { 25 (af. also !f. A. Falrsenrle,

Jr.; Roots of Ânolent Inò:la¡ Ne¡r York LgTL¡ 9. 281: trso caLLed

dfaorltlcaL narks by a slgn nay have vowel oonnotation¡ but

they ooulô algo mean that the obJect tleptcted 1e neant rather

tha¡r its sound., or vloe ve!É&ot'). tt uay therefore be permlsslþLe

to read 

^ 

wtth the homophonous value a1(a) t'to neasurett

(oBo z5e). rn r I l! we have Lnterpreteal thå sfun lll as a

s¡rnbol of the th¡ee r¡orltlg t¡aneaenðenôeô by V131u. llhe wortl

gþ ie, ln faot, used of Vlsnu as the neaEunel of the world

fn the OId [an1]- texts¡ cf. Cl3.appattlã¡an 6155 nisffEr a]a¡rtõg
fihe who rneasrueal the long ea:rührt. Moreovel, 1t Ís verlr lnportant

to note that in tbe $¿ve,þ not only is thE root (vl or g4¡ f)
k¡an- t'to steprt but aLso (Et+) gL "to measurel ueeal of lfisnurs
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strld.ing (cf. G. C. Tripathl, Der Urspn¡¡g untl die Entwicklrrng

der Vãna¡a-Iegentle in der inùlsohen Literatur, lliesbaden I!68,
Frelburger Beitråþe zur Indologie 1, p. ? ff.). a. lertholet
(fgfZ) and ifLrich Schneider ("Vig1urs höchste Fussstapfet',

ZDIvfG, Suppl. IIr ICVIII Deutecher Orienta-listentagr VortrÈþet

lliesbaden L974, p. 404) have, in fact, been led to propose that
the ooncept which in the huna¡r r¿orld lies behind the inage of
the stridlng Visnu nay be that of the sunreyos. To judge fron
the Mesopota¡nia¡r paralle1s of the geooncl half of the thlrtl
nillerurinn B.C. (cf. ê.go S. N. Kraner, llhe Suneriens¡ Chicago

L965, p. 74 ff.), it seens quite Likety that the sur¡/eyor was

a,n lnportant nan 1n the Earappa,n society, too.

14,. ff the above interpretation ls colrectr 1t ls possible

that the oonbinatlon ffi tlj foruing one sepa.rable elenent

in the above lnscrlptlon nlght be anothe¡ way of wrítlng

llllU -&{4f 'Tig1u" (cf. r f rl). rn other a¡rcient

scrlpts suoh orthographlo r¡ariants ate a reguLar feature.
[he plotogran ffi ¡ t ¡'ritlr the 'uaria¡¡t fo:n ffi where

the semlcircula¡ object na¡r represent a donestic fireplace on the

the a,naIory of preeent-day Paklstant. vÍllage-housesr cot¡Ld. be

an lnage of a house¡ with roonsi cf. Eittit" [! otrhouserr.

It night stand for the wortl ul ftindidett (ml 6OO), whioh seena

to have been originaLJ.y the sane word as 4!r gþ rrhldlngrplaoe,

secret, privaterr (ml Ðl). There is one cLrcumstence which

seems to support this tnterpretatlonr nameÌ;'the corureotion of
the slgn ffi with X Íplanet Venus" (cf. I$ro):
the stabLe conbinatio" mX ooours 2J tlnes(cf. the concorilan-

ce, p. 4r2 ff,), while no other planet is founal i.n this
posJ.tlon. Venus is a pa.rticularly br1lIie¡rt star¡ and it couLô

be a.nticlpatetl that the slgn ffi In-lght refer to th:is characte-

ristic. A very appropriate honon¡m ln this context wouftl be g+¿
froplenditl, brlght; the llght¡ stulr n¡oonr star, etc.t' (nnl S54).

Venus ís, ln faot, called in Taalt.4*! (of. TL Suppl. e.v.)

148



INTERPRETINC TIIE INDUS SCRIIT == II

and olFvõg (of. Saptarlsl Nãti VoJ.. III, l'[atlras Gove¡nnent

Oriental Seriee 115r P. lÕcili)¡ it seens to be derlveô f¡on the

last nentioned mot (cf. lla,n:iI olllv+ t'goocl nÊn, wlse nantt:

g|! rrexcellence, fa,ne, lrisôomtt in DED 955). ?
ú. ou rf z7: llith regarl;bg üt" association of the sign E

with .oobrals hoocltr (of. ij a¡rd Päi ptraTa¡<a llconb shaped

tike cobrars hoodtl), cf. the t'amulet tabLett' 2756 (e.J.E.l'fackal¡t

h¡rther Excar¡atlons at MohenJo-tlargrnelhi 19r8r II pl. CI No 6.)

where a hoo(þd cobrarwhÍch is partly behind a tree antl partly
on a seat or d,ais þltnila,r to those upon which the anthropo-

norlphLo gotls of the Indus civilizatlon are shown squatting)¡
Ls acconpanÍett by two pictogre.ns possibly giving the name of
this snât(e god.(ttess?) :

a

MO
b

It is lnterestlng to observe that the firet piotogra¡n (fron

the right) on siale b ls a ligatrrre where the sign I r" rt,

aLJ. probablllty either a senantic or phonetlc Lndlcator.

As I oor¡Irt ng'se1f eee ln Karachi, ln lt[arch¡ ]-975r wooden

conbs exactly sfnllar to the 1vory ones fountl at Mohenjo-clarot

even bearlng the sa,ne deco¡atlve pattern of oonoentrlc clrolest
a¡e stiLl nanr¡faotu¡e.d in Sinô by the aborlg;lnal tribes. Suoh

combs, f was tolô, are oalled Ln SLntlhl pha¡rl¡ Íhrrnerr CDIAIJI
., T

eub no. !Od2 "hq8¡-r m. Iterçandetl hood of snake (esp. of

lxl ü0 r ÞC
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oobra) lr, reoorclÊ thís word for Sintlhi¡ but only 1n the neanlng
rl shoulderbLadell.

As e:çlainett 1n l{ 27, the sígn E probably 1n most cases

etands as a rebus for the Dravidian word g I'ttomo'lr' (¡nO ,607) t

or, in an extenilecl userthe fen:inine sr:fflx (especially a!).
This gives occaslon to epeculate upon the stgnífica¡¡ce of the

paln tree besides the snâ.lce fn the above a,uulet¡ for in [anil
ve happen to have a worcl .p#i = lgry! t'fenale paln¡rrari

(cf. Ta.u'il texioon, s.v.). It na¡r ftnat}y be obsentetl that the

Bign lX¿ BrobabLy represente the hornetl delty who

squats on a clais slrrmunded by cobras and. pot-holders in the

a¡nrrLet reproduced in Maolcayr opoo.¡ pI. CII no.t = CIII no.!.

É. Ad r f'ee (p. 2o, 1. , ff.): the sien@ seens to deplot

the word !$!$4, whlch in atltlttion to the neaning |teanringrt

aLso means Itnose-ring It and rrbraceLet, bangletr in a nr¡mber of
Dravidia¡r languages (nnU 4Oge r¡ith the two supplenents). The

ldea of trrlngrt oould of cor¡rge trave been e:çreesed through a

single circle as Q, lot thls couLd aLso be interpreted as a
ttbaUtt, a trwheelrr (ce.I{24) e¡rd probabl.y ma,ny other thÍngs as

vell, while uisunderstandjlr¡g cor¡fd be avoitled by adtlÍng the

seoond olrcle, rvhether this depicts another fttlngrt chaÍned wlth
the other, or the ear to whlch the eaprlng is attached. llhe

Ínterpretatlon as nunrkr¡ seema to be oonfl:med by the fact
that all the three inecribetl stone ba'ngles so far lgrown (none

of then in the conoorda,nce) contaLn thle pa.rticuJ-ar slgn @
whlch ln one oaee staïrds all alone ( tangfe wlth exo. no. Dk

810!, cf. Slnd Vol. 21r p. 21 neg. 284 in the Photo Seotlon

of the åSI)t the other ba^ngle lnscriptlons a:re @m (exc. no.

C L557, cf. Sintl VoL. 8, p. 66 rLeC. 4rr) and of @ ol
@/ (ur 614, slnd vol. ! p. 11 neg. {61¡ ¡ea¿ Y@ ?).

fZ:. ìfun:JcaU has goltlen earrings (cf. e.g. Timuunkãrnppatai
86: poLari-krþf). Ee 1s retl-conplexionetl, being caLl-ed

g!¿, cõ.tõE, .€4r etc., rrthe red. onefr, a¡rtt his red complexlon
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is compared wÍth that of the rising sun (cf. cornn. on lln¡nunr-
kãgSunnataf Z)¡ .cã¿ uea¡s also rrson, chlldrr, and ìfurrrka,4 te
also represented. as a child-god. In tfre Mahã¡frãrata ( rr224rI4tlg)
the new-born baby Skand.a ls cornparetL wlth the rising sun
whlch shines in a red, cloucl. The retl color¡r of the new-born
baby ls frequently referred to 1n the ¡{ahãbhãrata, and speci-
ftcally a.lso in the story of the birth of Karnar one of the

heroes of the t'ta¡ãUtrãrata, the son of the errn-gotl (cf. J. J.
Meyer¡ Das llefb in afthôlschen Epos, Ieipzlg l)lJ, p. 28

with n. t). I(ama meanì.s ileartt in Sa¡rslcrit, a,nd the l{a}ãbhãrata

e:çlains thls na,ne by relating that l(ame gÞve to Incira his
natu¡al ear-rlngs, gettirgin return a,n nne:ring lance that
oould be hurled. only once (of. S. Sörensen, An index to the

n¡mes in the t'lar¡ãu¡ãrata, London L9o4-1925, p. J85b). The

ea,:r-rlnge were those of the sr:n-gotlr the fanous ear-rings
glven by Adltl, which nade Karna imortal (cf. Meyer¡ op.c. ¡

þ. 24¡ 27). Ît is lnterestrng io obse:n¡e th^at the Dravitlie¡r
*

word for rrearrrr'@L (ml f645a)it .rr"ry cLose to the root
*&, rrredrt (om f6o?) which ls for¡nd Mr¡n¡ka¡rrs Tan1l na¡nes

g!¿, Cev-vFl, etc. "Also the lance nentioned ln the story of
Karna makes one suspect that he nay be a for"n of l,fi¡¡r¡ka¡r.

a

18. Ad I{ 28 (p. 20, 1. !)r The pictoria} neanJ-ng of the slgn

ll oan be e:qlalned in anaIory to the inteqrretations of the

slgns lll "ta ll/ n r$15-16. rt woultl seem to tlepict "heaven
a¡rtt ee¡thrr, antl more speoificly ("s. lfl = 

^ 
¡¡!!þg or

between to the two strokes of ll =¡¡gþ$, of. I $ ze), the

space between heaven and earthr Sanskrlt antariksar f¡rnil

-

l4g+t (rn pr;*ara), wh:tch also neans "(!.ntervening) epece" Ín
generral. (mo 4526).

lÈ Aè If 28 (lbid.): Ir, adùltlon to the conbLnatlo" ll@ ,

the sien @ oocurs wlth particular frequenc6r ln the stable
co¡obinatio" @lt (¿o tlmes, B. 476 f.), whlch na¡r aooount fcr
the llgatur" @ aLso. If @ is to be reatl as.,g¡g¡þg rryouth,

Sk¿,nùafi = Skt. lnunãra, lt seens rnost Llkely that this conpor.mtl
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lrould stanat fo¡ the origÍnal of Skt. Sa¡rat-Krrnãra |teternal youthrr,

an earLy nane of Skarrala attested already in Chãndorya-Upanisad

?r1rl afi, l,,2Jr2 (...bha6avãn sa¡ratln¡nãrah. ta.n ska.nda lty
ãcaJcsate) r €rnd fitting approprlately the cba¡acter of Ska¡rda &

M¡n¡kan. Althoqh ê.g. rrüDber 7 ls frequently written in the
Indus script both in two rows and 1n one; aÊl,lr'rl and. llittll (cf.
e.s. the conbinatio"" (\','), (,,,') ancl i'1,'A | ,,,rrrr {
provl.ng thelr tdentity)r number 1¡ ae a nunber¡ seene to be

always uritten ¿s tll . The exceptioral. node of writing nay

here sen¡e as an lndlcatlon (cf. above, on 

^ 
) tfrat Ít is

here to be read. phonetically and not in the ordina:ry, ld.eo-
graphic sense. rrÎhree" i" gfogÀ in Dnavitlian, with the ad.jectival
fo:n g! (oso +r+Z). The latter has an exact honophone in the
root g[ t'to be(oone) o1<1r', whlch is also used adjectlvally,
e.g. in utI-I6vi |tthe e1d.er sister of Laksml, the god.d.ess of
uisforùrrrerr; the root appears, however, also in the fo:rn g¡lg
rrold¡ ancientrr, rrold agerr, ttto become o1(lrr, etc. (ml 4057).
one of skancùars TamÍr na'nes i" @Igg+GE (of. Tt s.v.)¡
where nutah¡ag Deansrtone who is first, chief, head, god, king¡
fatherrr: lt 1s a tlerlvative cf nutal Itbeginning, first asin
rank, pLace, eto.; cause, Godas the first oause, one who ls
flrst or oLdest, beetfr etc. (nED 4Orù, a wortl whlch geene to
be related. not only to IIED 4054 E¡lgL rtstunp of a treerr and

4119 !g+ rrflrettt but also wlth 4057 m¡tu.troldtr.

@. The frequent conblnatlon ¿¿ll = )ll (B tlnes, p. 25L)

nay perhaps be read as v-eî-lir t'whLte (or cJ.ear) Ì¡aterrf=r'seed.r

selainål fluidr', takfng fl = ) to depict rtlratertr = .g!g |twater¡

sap, juÍce, l5.guor, senen, urlnerf (¡m Pll) on analory of
pa,rallel plctograns ln otl¡er ancient ecripts s¡rnbollzJ.n€; rater
(archaic Sune¡1a¡¡ ¿t , nanite llf , Ee¡æt1a¡r :# etc.),
trSeed., sementt ls one of the cent::al oonoepts of the Inùta¡r
religions, and ls oon¡rected aLso wlth astr€,I concepts: âgastya¡
identifietl wlth the star Calopus, ls said to have been born of
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Mltrasls amd Vanurars seeal which fell lnto a wate::-ja^r when they

sa!¡ the beautiful n¡mph UnraÉl (cf. already BS 7¡11111). The

very rurne of the planet Venus, both in Sa¡rskrit ( å¡]aea = .6tr].1")
and ln TanÍl (ve11Å), meaÌs as Ì¡ell |twhj.terr as ttsenentt (ttre tat-'--¡
ter meaning Ln TL s.v. lorcd.ür¡g[iru-nat, S]{)¡ the Uat¡ãbtrãrata

(tzrZ9trto659 tt.) atso relates a story how Suk¡a (venus) was

releaseal fron Sir¡als belly in the fo:m of seed enitted throWh
hls llùga. It ls interestlng to note in thls con¡rection that
a¡rother very frequent oonblnatlon of the urg, ll = )) 1s

))X (6 ttnes, p. 251), o" ))Alt (twlce, e. 2jo),
although aLso other fish signs a¡e fourtl tn thls posltlon
(1 ttnes, p. 250). Venus 1s ln the l{a}ãb}rãrata (cf. Eopklns

L9L5¡ p. 180) as well ae the Temll- tratlltlon also conoeÍved. as

e ltraln pla,netrr, of. ¡4q}',|!4!þ! ttthene pralslng the pLanet

S¡¡]ca on his powers to cause raln a¡rd relleve dlstress (TL

citlng h¡. Te. 9rL6), pr¡¡aL ttcLoucl, raLnSng, Venusrt, anrcl

n¿Lat-k-lõL ilraLn pla^net = Ven¡s't. Is the frequent conblnatlon

-

llí>i (r5 tines, p. 224 f.) ro be read as @l:g9l¡!
lrraln-statrt?

2!. If the inte4rretatLon of the stgn S as sta,nd.lng usualty
for the word¡grrgreatrr (cf. I{r4) rs oorreot, the slgns

soneti-Des preceùing it in lts nonnaL poeltlon (1.e., ln the

begirmlng of the inscriptlon a¡rd followetl by the two short
strokes ralsed in the upper regÍster) should be decipherable,

if we hail a conplete list of the words in whlch ¡g in Dravi-
dian real-Iy ooours ae the secondl member of a compowrcl. I an

gratefirl to ny frlend D¡. Eric Grinsteaal for having r¡ndertaken

to coropLl.e a conporurô lndex to the ÍIenlL Lexloon and for
pJ.aoing it at uy d:lsposal- in pre-prJ.nt fo:,"n. The ¡nost finportant
worô both statlstlcally anil se!ûantically (fron our point of
viev) 1" 3õ, 

rr¡1*rt (om rero) rwhich occurs in thls positlon
(before pen¡) ln five words recorded 1n the Ta^ni1 L¡exlcon:

kõ-p-penr-ñ-ka¡¡sJçka¡ rrchlef aocounta¡rts of the staterr,

-
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kõ-p-penr-ñ-kilavõ1 antt kõ-p-pem-n-tãvt rrchfef queenrr,

-

kõ-¡-penr-uutiyar tragetl antl e:rperienoed oor¡nsellors ln a staterr,

a¡rd }!;¡;ryfulgg rtenperor". The DBD records as the pnec€-

dlng entry (reog) the honophonous root $ "to strlngi (pearls,

beaôs, etc.)rt, which seems to be represented- by the pLctogra,rn

E = I which ocours four tlnes in the begiruring of an

lnscriptlon in front of the sign I (cf. the concordamce, p.

!ol). In three oases the eign I occurs at the end of an

inscrlption, imediately before the nost oormon rrendingrr Ü t

a¡rd. 1n two cases out of theee three¡ thls conblnatlon foms the

entire lnsoriptlon (af. the conoord,ance, p. 447). Eere the

neaning oould be slnply .E ttkitgtt, these seals having probably

been useôto stamp goods as rtkingts p:ropertyrr. A¡t atldltiotral
argument in favon¡ of thie Ìgrpothesls ls the conblnatlon lgf

occurring tn LargeLy slnilax contexts (cf. concorda,nce, p. 2L),

notably the inscription J18t lVø ). ltris na,y be interpreted
as a Ìtgature of the slgns ll *¿ t (ot. fâl , auo"e Jf f
l8). E € = nki¡€1" rnay here be a semantlo lntticator, nhich 5.s

usetl in oriler to indicate that the slgn ll - É$!), whloh

b¿e nanJr neanings (the nost cormon ones appsrently belng

vel(F) rtwhlte, Venus¡ starrr; *d Ë+ Itdeslre, t(ãna, 1.e. ¡ gocl

of lrovetr ln lûrruka¡rls nanes) ie to be read here as g!! ttpetty

nrler, oLief, kingu (nm 4562).

&- In I $ 2) ttre conbinatio" Y iil ocoumlng 1ir the seal

L227 whioh probably belonged to the shå.nãIlstto prlestess of
Iturrlcaa (cf. I $ 28) was conpa.:retl with the six heaven]y nynphs

of the Pleiaites (tsttf*ã), the mothers or nrlraes of !úrrruke4

(sta¡r¿a). dh" sign f = { was erplalnett to tlepiot r¡r"t ¿tr -
I,

IÞavld.ian-lgt (nuo f6g¡) = rryourger slster, young wonantr(DED

2445), the latter worcl posslbly betng a ôerlvatlve of the

fo::ner tÌ¡rowh the erpresslons neaning rttake the lra¡rdn =
ttnarr¡r"(I lzÐ. ffre eã{rrerahafe, IttaJ<ing of the }rêndrrr lras aJr

fntegæ,L part of the Vu.Clc nanrla€p ritualr as 1t stil1 is fn
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the South Intllan na^miage (cf. itlinternttz ].B)2, p.48 ff.). lt
rna¡r be a mere ooinoÍtlenoer but the above clted. lnsoriptlon
Ioru Yiïii '{fJJàr.eæ@ = Arunillratl seens to be

nentioned, contains the oonbination Y illl , wn:.cH ôena¡rds

comparJ.son wlth the followlng verse of the Ved.lo na^:=lage cê3ê-

n¡or\y: saptársayah pratlra,nãn kíttikãnãn arund¡atín yá¿ artruøtãra

há nin¡nlh / sâ,t ldttlkã nr¡Oyayoedn vahantiyá¡n asnãka.n edhatv
aaaaaa

asta.Ei //. m. brLtle ls here wlsheal to becoroe the.g;!g[!þ of, the

krttikãs (who are seven with An:¡rdhatÏ), cf. lJÍnternitz I892t
p. 77 f., esp. n. d. The context and the Oltt Tanil parallels
(ll$ Z) lead. us to sr.rggest that the sign ¡ following imetliat-
ly after Afll may stand for the particLe of oonparison, ¡!¡
rrllken (ml lZ¡g). This woulcl be a convergence wlth the inter
pretatlon of the sigr,A as I'gelden star[ (Ilfa), vhloh now

needs some restatement. .pg t'go1dt' (nnl t7r2), l¡hlch ln Ta.miL

means itplanet Jupiterrt too, na¡r bs a secontlary sa^ndhi fo:m
(cf. .ryf,grrgol.den Êtarrr, etc.) of the related (ttrus nno)

¡oot pÉ(il t'to shine, bloontt, fro¡n whloh r'¡e have.pþ a¡rd

oo.t¡E trgolcltr in Ta,ni]- (m¡ ,7r7r where reference i.s nade also to
the root g¡1gg, or 4þ [to dawnrr, DED ,5rÌ).The rebue is supplieô

through.põL (of. [ant1 ¡E] rrr¿ Telug¡¡ bõLu uhollov objectil, TL

but not mD), the oontraotetl fo:m (tron pok-et o' pov-al) of
the verbal noun from the root proposed tn If 18, E or.pþ
frto perforate, pwrotr:re, rnake a hole[, lgt "to be hollowed; rl¡

holetr (nn¡ ¡6¿6). v y
?b- The alternation between E[ and.ëX, ln lhavld:tan (cf . II
$ Z) seens to pe:mit the positlng of a.nother value for the

sfg,YþX:1t can perhaps starid also forS!¿, ttre fo::n f:rorn

whioh Temll gãI, ttttt" red onetr, a.n lnportant nane of lfurr:lca4r,

Ls derl.verl (cf. DED 1607). Thls neanlng wouJ.d be appropriate

ln several contextsr notab}y tlre followlng: the very frequent

conbinatio"Y@) (40 ttnes, concortùance, p. 1l{ f.), where

1t 1e prececleC. by a sign that nay be lnterpreted as Muruka4rs
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name (cf. II 119); the likewise very frequept conblnat:.on Yll
(22 times, p. 10, f.), lnwhlch ttre srgn ll probably stands for
Et trcleeire, Kãnattr whtoh ls attested in Ta'nil as l"IurL¡karils name

(cf. I t fe in fine a¡rô 28): the copper tabtet lnscrlptlons enùlng

.'-n +,hls corubination have on the other sid.e the slngle "fgr td
which seems to stand for M¡rrrka¡rrs nane (cf. I ÇZL-ZZ)¡ and in
the conblnatfon YÅ (4t tinesrp. 104 ff.), whlch ln a nr:mber

of cases follows imectiately after the sign @ , *d notably
so in copper tablets again showlng on the reverse the sign 'è1

or the ho¡ned hrrnter-god, who can be conpared. wlth the Vetlic
RudFa (for t.g¡¡þ¡g, 'rred.r', of. f 9te ana IIf 6).Since
Munrlcanrls Vedic oor:nterparts Rudxa a¡rd Rohita (the rising sun)

bea¡ a nane mea¡ring Itthe red oneil Ì¡e ruust a.ntlcipate the
occurrenoe of the nane 3!¿ in the Earappan insorÍpti.ons.

2þ- If the try¡rothesis put forward in II $ Z, is acceptable, we

naJr prooeed a step fi¡¡ther. It¡n¡l€g is in 01d Ta,nil texts called
ano!\g others tinr takr¡ cãv¡ in which;lgþ nea,ns rtvortþ, flt,
B?oper, beoonimg, good., lovetyrt (mO 245ùi for tinr of. 1124.
The woril þ$ is prefixetl regurtarly to the worct g4g rrfathelrr

ln South Dravitlte¡r (Wn Zql>), whlch nidlt provltle a test later
on. At the nonent I shoultl like to sr:ggest that the sígn /\, ,

which e.g. ln the case of the conblnation Eâ4 (the concordamde,

p. L29 f.) often (5 cases out of 7) forms a preflx-J-lke attrlbu-
te (CXttS ¡ ts to be read as tatçu.

Ttris sign ,/', na¡r be ittentlal with t (perhaBs = the
lower part of the sign â ), ot. rdroYÅ1Ä ¡,¡11¡ Y/l and the

oopper tabret inscriptlo"Ylll^JVüi4 ="r,"="u þf (cf. rr
Í Zt.). A suitable rebus worrlcl be proviùed by the root @
I'to walkrr(DED 25ru)rwhich, thoWh attesteal in Central Drravidia¡r

languages only, apparently is related (ttrus æD) to fu "to
jr¡mptt (nm Z196), whlch ie ¡oore wld.ely attested. a¡rd oonforl¡s

to the nature of Sks¡rôa as "the leapertr.

4_ tr\¡rther evitlenoe for the possibJ.e Earappan flsh cult
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suggested. fn I $ J0 1s a pot excavatetl ln the aoropolis of
the vfllage elte of A1lah dino near Karachl Ln 1971-74 by
1'I.4. Fairservlsr J!. and his te¡m3 the inside of this pot
containeal rennants of aLgae lndioating that it had. been full
of water for a long tlne¡ and the bones of one singLe fioh
(persona} conmunication of Robert E. Brunswlg¡ Jr. ¡ who

partLcJ.pated. tn the dlg). Compa^re also the naturalistlc fish
painted ae a notif on the rEarly Indus I NaL ware (e.gi. fn S.
Piggottr Prehistorlc Ind.lar Penguln Books 1952¡ p. BB) anô
the ftsh-sca1e pettern r¡hioh Ls ty¡rlcal of the pottery deoor-
ation in the rEarly Inclue t ae well ae the Harappan cultu¡es.
26. 14r. I. Mehaatevan has polnted. out that the seal- j429
quoted. 1n I{ 5 ae [d should. in faot be read. "tïh. I have
exe-mined. the orlglnal r and. agree with hin, llhe argument in
I.l 5 fsr howeverr not much affecteil by this nodLfJ.catLon¡ for
E* ls clearly paralJ.er to E À . app.rently $ ,trnirê¡ ne-
manrr o E * (f $ Ze) woufd. have been neaningless to stand alone
in an !.nscrlption. In IIf LJ the notoh of the eign .rf wes

explained as lndiceting that the sign shouLd. be reed with its
phonetf.c val-ue¡ trere the st¡oke in the Leg night nean that
the conpound 1e to be read as $ 

ttd."n"etrn or ãlfccf illromarl

of the aorobet oonnunltyn (DEÐ zg})t ite placenent upon the
Leg could rsfer to tlanolng also¡ calllng to nind the foot-
rlngs of the dancfng glrl¡ r¡hiah JtngLe as ehe d.anoes¡ The
sanskrlt tern for the dancLng glrr of the oraeel.ceL rndl.an
tenplee tE deva-dãsi trfemaLe E1ave of the goôrr and. the cor-
responding Tantt t"=r jfu*$ãl (of. K.K. pil1alr llhe Sucin-
dran [erople¡ Metl¡aa L957¡ p. 277h tãvu ie borrowecl fron Ind.o-
Aryan. The seconcl part of the conpound offere another possL-
btJ-lty for re¿d.Lng the oonbinatio" E à , [he Dravid.ian word

9$! lrftarlly neans rrfootr footsoLe¡ footprinttr (note the
posltlon of the etroke in the eisn 7f )r but widely atoo
Itbottoror besett ancl Íglavêr BervêDt¡ d.evoteetr (OUl 61).
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&- In nany ancient ecripts¡ the concept of rrwonanrr or

feninine geniler hae been expreseed. S.cleogrephioaLlyr cf. e.g.
cC

Linear B X rtnanrr : /l rwomentr (cf. J.ChatlwLckr The

DecJ.phernent of L¡lnear 3r Cenbrid.ge 1960r P. 45)¡ and

-Archaio chinese ë " *> g[ rrwoman¡ Ladyr glrlrr (B' Karl-
grenr G¡anmate Serioa rêcêDaâ¡ Stockholn 1957 ¡ p. 4t no. 941
tlthe greph ie a ôrawingrt). In the arohato Sr¡merian scrípt¡
toor the conoept Ls wrltten LdeographíoalJ.y¡ but using the

princf.pte of pars pro toto¡ for there the female organ ie
itepictedras the dietÍncttve sign of rrÌtomantt: V (cf. Fa1-

kensteln L956t g. 25 & Zelohenliste no. 21). lÍe have sugi-

gested thet ln oontrast to the itleographically expreseetl

oonoept of ilnanrr = | 1"r. I $26)r the word for rr¡rs6¿¡1rr

(seoonôarlly stantling for the feninine suffix as well) io
rrritten phonetloally in the Indus sorÍpt: _conclud.ing fron
its oontextual ooourrenoee that the sign E probably tle-

noti¡s the fe¡nale gentlerr lte bsve lnterpretetl it as prinarLly
expressLng the Dr¿vldlen word. 4 or qlg rrÌtonanil through

the honorqrn reconetructetl aa *.æ3f& Íoornbrt (see I $ zZ).

It nay'be noteil here that tn the Egyptlan script¡ too¡ the

fenale gentler ls llkewlse expressetl inall.rectly through the

¡ebus prLnclple¡ the hieroglyphto slgn ^ tLepJ.cting
rrbreadrr - Egyptlan t (of . GerdLner L957' t D, 51L no. X: L)

stancle 1n the EgTptJ.an script fo¡ the fe¡olnlne suffLx t
(cf . ibtdo, p¡ ,4 5 26) and Ie ad.tteù ae a dete¡nlnative to
nouns of the fenlnlae gender (cf. ibid. $ Z5).

Sone of our crltics have suggeetetL even a s¡rnboLJ.c con-

nectl.on betr,¡een the ooncepts of rru'onanrt end rrcombrl . Thus

John Chaôwlok¡ provisionally acceptJ.ng the reconstnrctions
*pentL ilr¡onantr and *.pentike rrcombttr notes (Antiquity 41t

-tF --L969r p. 2O5)t ilîhug the atgu for tconbr woultl lnnectiateLy
suggest to the reed.er the word for rwonant. The fact that
*pentika nlght be a derlvetlve of *nentl (the wonanly thing
-1- 
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Dar excellence) ie lrrelevâDtr The fact renalns that Dravi-

clian aseooiates the worôs for these two ooncepts.rr llolfgang

P. Soh.nÍô (f¡' 74, L969t p. 218) aleo thinke it possible

that *rentika rrconbrr nlght be a derivetive of pe{r(3u\

-t-rrÌromantr. lI.F. Ireemane (Phoenix 15:2 t I97Ot P. 266) guotee

a Snnerian text (publiehed by S.N. Kra¡ner ln JCS 2L, 1969,

p. 114 & 119) nentioning rra conb (for the lndicatlon) of

womênhooclrr.

trl:non the evld.ence preeented 1n I E 27 and. II 5 15 it ap-

pealesr howev€r¡ alearly that the Ðravitlian word. for fioombrr

concsrned is not a derivatlve of A9$, 
trwonanrt but is et¡rmo-

logically oon¡rected wlth the wortt q!gg-(O. æ9e) 'rcobrare
hoodrt (nm ,reo)> st<r. (e\pha!á-, otr.îã- I'cobrårs hoodrrr

phana algo rroonb (ahaped. Ilke cobrats hood)rt. Secauee of
thls et¡mologloa1 antl conoeptual aesooiatl.onr attentLon Ls

here drar¡n to the freguent oonparieon of the fenaLe oÎSan

to oobrats hooal ln the OId Ta¡nil texts. CiJ-eppattkãra.n

tzt (6)t 2 & Jr and Maninãkalat L!111 nentlon.BÈEry
l,l and Cllapg. 24Ã9'17 & 18 anct Mar.rt. 28¡ 22O lg!!!;

ryfþ!. llhe root g! means rrhood of cobrerr (cf . I'Iani.

2Or1O5) anôrrto spread the hootlr as a oobrar' (cf. DED 16441)t

g rrånekerr (DED L949) (pai-y-ara rrhooded snakerrr cf¡ algo

Civaka. f54O )r anctgþ}
rs!.d.er wêlstr puttenôun nullebrerr (OUO Zf4: cf. ÙI¿. alklla.n
lrrJ¡ulvalr¡ etc.). llhe anol.ent conmentator paraphrases 'ihe

f,irst of the above clted passages (which Danlelour p. 80¡

transletes rrher pubis 1g like a cobra¡s hoodtt) ae foLlor'ts¡

i-n¡:arevlg oalan pã]r¡n aLkuLai-v-ulaivãl rrshe r¡ho possesses

e fenale orgên thet resenbLes the hood of thie gnakerf. The

very word p.êlan occurs ln thle co¡rneotion Ln the Catkan

textsr toor cf. Tlnainoll. aLnpatu 4512 ¡glry!3þl,
where anl. neane rrdeooratLorr ornatentr beautytr (onl 98).
In the poen Kr:runtokal 294 bv AñoiL Ãntatyãrr we read (v. 5
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f.)l tuttl ¡ãnte! eaítt-akal altn¡I / Itrunti}at .oot Â.K.
Ra,rnanuJan (fne tnterior LanilscaBê¡ Chicago L967, p. S9)

transLatee thls il(those artfut Jewels that shake /) on

your venus! mouncl / now spread Llke a cobra hood. ...rl
ÏIere akal alkul rrride fenale organrr is a fixed cornbination
recurring in Nar. 2O0rL0t Ka1i. Lßt 67 r10r lOBr2l 109rlOr
nãntat means n(nountain) enalcerrt and ttrr¡nt-iIe.i rruoman¡

-
ag ad.ornea (ttruntu) wfth o¡nanente (ffaf)tt, -of particular
lnterest le the worcl tuttir whlch u""oi¿trrg to tle [anil
IrexLcon ¡neana both trepote on the hood. of a cobratr (cf.
Porune. 69 rattte pãnpiq lulti vãwpa) anti rrstreaky spots
below the naveL eepeoially of wonan who has dell.veredilt
such rrstrealçerr cen also be seen in the rrcomb shaped. like
the hootl of cobrarr! ¿llgL rrfe¡ne1e otcganil rêcürÊ¡ accorcling
to the PondLcherry intlex (t p. fO) over 1]0 tlnes Ln the
01d Ta¡¡ll poetryr ancl le used ae a etereotype epíthet (1n
the tronerlo senee) of wonenr ofo êogo the poem R¡¡an 389
by KeLlil Ãtttralyagãrr which enôe in the rend.erl.ng of
A. K. RanenuJan (apuct K. ZveLebllr The SniLe of Mu¡ruganr

leiden 1971¡ p. 8r) as foLlows: ilMay your wotnerlr / wicte
nound.s of venus ¡ / may they never hear / fn tfre 1ong yarcls
of your house / +ne funeral dru.ns of grleftrr [he word.J.ng

of the 16th verse Ln the original ts ry.In nodern Tanilr the word for rtfenale organil i" Æ+;@!,
J.Íterallyr rrths tlistincttve sign of lromanil: cf. archalc
Sn¡nerlan V rrfenele organ = wonon[o
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