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Pierre Rollsnd (1o40-1o?4)
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Some month. a€p I receivetl a brlef a¡rd. shooking neseage frorn

t1þ¡l¡ms Oilbert Rolland,¡ |tHdlène et Plerle-Tves ont Ia dor¡leur

de vous .(bire pa^rt du décès de leur papa Pie:re Rolland Eurvenu

bnrtalenent Ie 28 nal 1974.rr At the preeent moment, I have no

fr¡rther detaÍle of Pierre Rollandle traêic a,nd verXr untinely
death.

In a short autoblogaphical sketch pubJ.lshed 1n JEþ@lgg
JournaL L5:r. (l)7r), p. 80, Pierre RoLlar¡d has glven the follo-
wtng data of hls c&reer! Born the 2nd of t¿Iâyr 1940r at Sa,ntec¡

Finlstère, Fxe¡roe. M.A. in classioal llteratr:¡e, Parls 1966.

Ph.D. ln Sa¡rskr1t, Alx-en-F¡¡ovence 1970. Stutlles ln Indolory
and Indo-É\¡ropean ling¡¡istics at ParJs¡ Alx-en-hovenoer GöttÍn-
gen, [üblngen and. Erlangen. Study tor¡¡e to Inilla. Alerander voa

Er¡nboldt sohola¡ghip l97l-I972. Slnce 1!6t researah assoclate of
the Centre Natlona,l tle Ia Recherot¡e ScientLflquer Alx-en-Pnoven-

C€¡

I had the pleesure of lceowing Pierre RolLantl personally. It
was oharaeteristic of Pierre Rollantl that he took a ver¡r active
lntereet in eetabLLshlng olose personaÌ contaots wlth other

schoLars 1n hls field, and in attenôing lnternational. conferenoes,

whether they conoerneèIndology in generaL (3erLtn 1971). !4n11

studtes (farfs 19?o) or Sanekrit (Delhi L972). I \aw hln Laet at
the 2!th Inteznational Congreseof OrientalÍsts (farts L975).
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I,lh1le (t.t:..t97t-1.11.1972) a research fellow (Rr:rnUotat

scholarship) at the Senlnar fti¡ Intlologie r.rnd. Sutltlhismrsku¡rde d.er

Universität Göttingen, Pierre Rolland tou¡ed arourd Ge:many

visitlng various oentres of Indological study, a^ndl in that
connectton he and his wife Gilberte were able to pay a vlsit
to Copenlugen, where I was worklng at that tfune. The accompa-

nylng photograBh was taken in fmnt of the Natlonal I'luseun of
Dennark ln the nidtlle of April, L972.

Our feelings regÞrùing his arniable clæ¡acter have apparently
been sharett by nany who cane to lsrow hÍm. Thus, S. A. Dange ln
the prefaoe of hls book

fnrotiflcation (fonbay L97L)¡ aoknowlefues the lneplratlon d¡arm

fron trthe l1ve1y intereetrr shown by Pierre Rolland.

Plerre Rolland.fs prlaa.ry research lnterests conoentreted ln
the Veèlc rftual, and he was able to na,lce eeveral lnportant
contributions to the stuQr of thle fleld ùrring thoee few years

of aotlr¡e research thet ne¡e given to him. The thene of hls
thesls, a¡r a¡urotateil French translation of the nrles of the

anolent Inilia¡r donestio rites acoording to the Vfuãùå branoh of
the MaltrãyanÏ echool of the Yajunredarl) ¡"¿ originally been

suggested by LorrÍe Renou. Ilnfortunately for Intlology in general

but partlcularly fo¡ Vetllc stuilles, thts great schoLar paseed

avay in 1t66. Pte:re Rolland natural.Ly regretted thls loss, but

he wag fortu¡ate fn flnd:lng a nr.¡mber of goocl guid.ee, partioularly
professors A:mantl Mlna¡d and Colette Caillat at Paris, antl Jea¡r

Varenne at Aix-en-Provence. Pleme Rolla¡rclt e dootoral d-[sser-

tetion is, surprlsingly, the flrgt French tra¡rslatlon of a
Grþasütra rthus nal<lr¡g one of these lnporta,nt texte of easy

&ccess to the Frenoh-readtng pubIlo. It ls also the firût trans-
latfon of the Vãrãbs Grh¡rasútra and 1n nan{r respeots carrLeg

fi¡rther the crltlcaf ar,¿ exegetlc stutly beg¡¡n by Reehu VLre fn
hLs eatition of thfs text (Iahorc L)J2) , aooeptetl ae a doctoral
thesiE (Utreoht 1929) by that great ¡naster of the Ved:tc rttr¡¿I
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texts, l{llLe¡n Caland.

Raghu Vira also brought out, 1n collaboration r.¡ith llillen
Caland, a critical ettltlon of the Srautasütra of the Väãha
school (Irahore 191Ðr ânô he publlehett three of lts later accesÊo-

lxr texts¡ pa¡lÉistae (ttre g¡g49¡¡a, the sonãnlka, and a
-part of the chandorngrlcra.uenÎ, I9r2-L9r5). Cala¡r<t tlied ln L912,

a.ntl Raghu Virals researoh interests tu¡ned elsewhere, wlth the
reguLt that r¡ntil reoently, lbre 22 fi¡rther t'nportamt parlÉÍstas
of the Vãrãhas renalnetl unls¡own. In the course of his work on

the Grþa, Pierre RoLland took up these eevered. threads, and.

ca,sied on the research of these pa¡iálstas wÍth zeal a¡rtl

abtJ.lty. In two short but significa¡rt studÍes, he ilealt wlth the
VãrEba pari6fstas called VÏFotearæ, !åþggg, a¡rd @!,!i.
The Last of theee brougbt hln to the fieltl of anolent Indlan
ned,J.clne¡ whfle the extenslve antl (to ny knowlefue) stlll unBub-

llsheat stu(y of the Vãrãha perlétsta Cïtrvaqgpryr* ie l1kely to
tust out to be ¿¡1 irnportant oontrlbutlon not only in the fieLd
of Vedlo studlee but also that of anoient Indlan a¡chitecture.

Sven the toplo of one f\¡¡ther Vãrãhs parlálsta, the gþg
hotTka¡ al.ready eùited ancl transLatetl by Ra6[u VLra, wae e]ca-

nlned by Pierre Rollanð, who, however, took as hle startlng:
polnt the correspondir¡€: passage (fr9) of the oldest text of
the lrlaftrãyaoÎ school, the l,Iaitrãyanif Sanhitã. The paper

comprlses an lntroduction whioh anal.yses the rflitan¡r of the
for¡r hota¡""2), the text of tl¡e I'tS passa€e, a¡rd a French tra¡rs-
latlon wlth notes. In the begiurlng of I)lJ, Pierre Rolland

wrote ne that hE was worklng on the oãturnãsya sacrifioes on the

basÍs of MS IrlO. It can thus be seen that he was moving on tb
the exegesis of the },Iaitrã¡ranÏ and the closely relatecl K"!h"
and l(apisthala-Katha Sanhitãs¡ which r.¡nttoubtedly constitutes
one of the nost inporta.nt tasks of the Vetlfc phlIolory at the

z\
moment. //
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Once inÍtiatett into the study of the Vedic ritualr Pierre

Rolla¡rd has, indeed, keenly sensed the on¡cia1 a.reas in this
vast field. This is shown by the selection of the topic of hls

researoheg in Göttfngen¡ the nahãrrrata, which provldes one of

the noet 'ímporta,nt clues to the prehistory of the Vedlo ritua'lç

Thowh conparatively shortrthe paper enbodying the resul-ts of

his studies constltutee a nost vaLuable contrlbution to the

r¡ntlerstaridlr¡g of this ruch dlsoussed rite whLch willr I an orre¡.

not loose its great interest to the historx¡ of InctÍa¡r religion'4)
It nay be taken as a recognitlon of Plerre Rollandre

achlevements that he was itt L)lJ entnrsteal the l¡riting of the

faeoicle on the rÍtualistic SütraE of the new enoyclopeùlc

Hleto:n¡ of India¡r Literatr¡¡e which is ln the cou¡ee of publi-

catlon r¡nder the editorship of Jan Gonda. In thls corureotlont

referenoe ntrst also be nade to Plerre Rollandls wl]]ing help

and particlpation in the proJeot of ftLming amd reoorcu.ng the

last living traclition of the vedic ag¡lca"va,na sac¡1fice ln
Kerala under the auspioes of an internstional bo{y of interes-

teù sahola¡g under the ohair"nanship of J. F. Stasl. It is e great

plty that he oan¡rot (ae he ha<l planned to) pertlclpate in the

fteld work sahetluletl to talce plaoe ln springr L975.

As aLrea{y shown by the scope of hle revÍewsr Pie:re

RoLla¡rd. was, however, an lndologist who r.¡as not exclueiveJ-y

tlevoteô to the Vedlo ritqa-l. Referenoe hes alrea{y been nacle to

the fact tbst he ôealt vith netlicine e¡rrl archltectr¡¡e ln the

cor¡rge of his Vetlio etualles. Ets attention to the oLd Butttlhist

I1te¡ature is shoÌ,n by the short paper Potntlng out the use

of the gsne renarkable slnile (t'Like the wheel follors the

foot of the draWht-ox...") ln th¡ee Grlryasütras antl the first
stanzs, of the D¡amapaôa.5) lt is also iut naturaL that Pler"re

Rolla¡rd sboulal have been interested tn the colemofiy of caste

excoun¡nioation¡ a topic near enorrgh to the g¡.\ya ritr¡¿l-'

In spite of its Late rlate (quotatlons fron the l{itãksarãretc.),
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he reallzetl the value of the short text calletl Ghalasehogavialhl.

ascribed to Aparãrka¡ which provÍd.es the only }crovn more exten-
sive description of this rare but interestlng rite. Ee published

lt accortling to a nariuscript of the Vaid.ika Sem6odhana Mar1þl.
(no. )O9Ð, with a¡r introduction, a¡rd a¡r a¡rnoteted. tra¡rslatÍon.
But Ple:re Rolla¡rd had Ínterest ln a side-field, too, la^rgely
lnd.epentlent of the Vedic studles in the nå,rrorr senae of the
word: thls was the Hindu pilgrinages, anrcl partlcularly those in
Kashmlr. To qy hrowledge, it d.Íat not yet cone lnto e:çreseion
in hls publioations, but it was wrtÌoubteùLy pa¡tly his interest
ín Kashnir that nad.e hin to rencler into Frenoh the stsr¡zas of
the Kashnirl poet Bilhara.

In short, we have lost a very gifted and nnl¿þ]e yoìl¡tg

echolar, who had just started his oarreer in a nost proni.sing

way. The sorrohr of his ¡arnil]¡r friend.s ancl colleges is great.

-l

--7

r¡*-;:-t-

Plerre a¡rd Gllberte Rolla¡¡d. ln Copenhagen Ín Aprilr 1!J2

,l
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Provisionâ,I bibliogTaphv of Pieme Ro1I8$d'6)

r970

a."Deu¡c pa¡iéista cle 1récole vã¡ãhatt, Jourlsgr-ec¿e!ågg 257

-ri.

(tg6g), p. 26J-2'12.

T97T

g. Up rituel .ttonegtique-véaltoue¡ Le Vã,xãhagÏhvasütra. [raduit
et a¡rnoté. Aix-en-hovenoeS Pr¡blioatÍons unlversitalree

de lettres et soíenoes hunaines drAix-en-Proverlce. [Dlss'
phil. Aix-en-Provence 1970] 8o, 214 p.

!. "L" litante tles quatre oblater¡¡s (uartrãya1Ï Sa:'t'tX; Ir9)"'
Jou¡nal asiatlque 258 (1970), p. 26I-218.

c. rrlre cérénonial dlexoluSlon de 1a oaste dans lllnile a¡rciênxe".

Prof. K.A. Nllakanta Saståi 80th SirthaÌBv tr'ellcitation

9r Maùras' p. 487-497.

c[. re¡iew of¡ J.4.3. va¡r Buitenen, [he Pravarrya (Poona 1960)t

in¡ Jg@, 258 (19?o) t e' 576-178'

t972

a. t'Un fra¿nent néd;tcallvédiquetl !e prenJ'àrc Lhå+ga du

Vãr-atraparié1sta 3hütotpattlfr, Münchener StuùLen zur

Sprachuissenschaft ]0, P. I29-Lr8.

b. review of : S.A.Dange, Legends ln the l{alrabharata (ættri L969),

in: &¡pgqslÆisjjg' 2r9 O97L) ¡ e' fr5-186'
c. ilIres clnguanrte sta¡¡oes du voleu¡ tte 3ilha¡att foffprlnt, p'

1-r2l
t97',

a. Le Matrãr¡rata. ContributÍon à ltétude dtr¡r rltuel e.lerulel

@.Oötttngenl Vandenhoeok & Rtrprecht. 8o, 29p'

(Nachrichten tler Akailenie der lllesenschaften in Göttingent

I. Phllologisoh-historieche Klasse, Jabrea¡g 1971, Nr' 1¡

p. 51-79.)

!. "A study of a solenn Teðic rttual, the nahãvratarr, Jou¡ne1

of the Sihar Research SocietY 59¡ 9,
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g t'Ir" boeuf et la roue (Â, propos de Dharnroapad,a 1 et Vãrãfraezf¡Va-

sütra xVrzz)tt.' Indo--Ira¡ria4 Journal 15r p. 40-42.

d. ItDharnnapaoa.¡ãrãtragrÌ¡vasütrayoh anadvã¡r cakraé câtt, !!¡!yg¡
Sa¡nekxtam 9, p. 179-181.

In preparation

g [En nngüsh version of 197Ia] DeLhl: MotllalBanarsialåss.

Þ. r,e vãrãiraeariÉlFla cflU'go$nrs?. (r57 typeuritten pases. )

Eo shiarpur: Vishveshvarana.r¡.d. Veclic Research Instltute.
c. revlew of: VishveehvaraïIand. Intlologioal JournaL Il(:2 (Sept.

19?1)

d. review of¡ J. BertoLaso StelJ-ar Eistoria d.o indlanisno
(Sao Pauto L972)

e. revlew of; J. 3ertofaso SteJ-la, A Shagavad-Gíta (Sao Paulo

1970)

Footnoles

1) For a basíc orlentatlon, of. Lr. Renou, Les écoles véd¡ogee

et Ia fomation tlu Veda, Paris 1947 (Cahierg de la Sooiété

Asiattque, !), where the Várãha school Ís ttealt with on pp.

182 f. a,nd 1!0.
2) For the g!g¡þ!g fo:muJ.ae, of. also J. C. Eeester"roan ln
lrzKso fz/f, (tgøe/6g) ¡ p. L76 f. It ls also ínteresting to
note thet the TaittirÏya 3rãÌunana (lrtzrt-5) describes a cãtu¡-
hotra-ca,vana, a speoial fo:m of piltng the fire altarr which is
said to belong to the K a t h a schooL, l-1ke th" gfo!@,

g, and ¡g¡ÉEgåie oå"*" (atso tn rrB 1,L2), of which

th" ¡!gþþ fo::n ls referreil to, as 1s well lmoun, 1n the

Katha llpanisad.

,) Cf. n¡r review of the reprlnts of von Sohroederrs eôltlons
of the l¡lfi a¡rd the KS in Acta Orientalia ,6 (L97ù, p. d!L ff.
4) cf. A. Parpola,
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Ãqq+j4 reÊalithg, Maûras L977, 9. 14 ff., anô the review clteil
Ln n. l.
5) Perhaps this paralleDsn between the later Ved:lo and early

Bgrtdhist texts nntlerlined, once agalnr by these oooüHrêrlgêg¡

is not tlue to their oontenpora,neouÊneaer but to their conmon

retentlon of the tradltlons of the Pre-Bgveauc Ar¡rane of Intliat

whlch in the veiü.c literatr¡re oones to the surface relatlnely
Late. Cf. the references cLtetl in n. 4.

6) I have nentioned beLow only those worke 1n the last seotion

that Pierre RoLLa¡rd hinsetf toltt to be in the press. Ee na,¡t

have flnishett the stud¡r of Mfi IrI0 refe:red to abover a,ntl

perhaps even other titles. Also, I oannot glve detalls of L972a,

sinoe the offprint I have at t¡a¡rd gives no place of publÍcation.
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