
NOBER,T D. BICCS

An IIr III Aericultural Account fron Nippr¡¡'

Very few balanced accounts fton Níppur have so far been

publtshed¡ and few of those d.eal specifically uith agri-
cultu¡al work.l It th""efore seemed worthwhile to add, this
snall g'roup ê netrr and. relatively well preserved.¡ text.2
It ie reprod.uced here the saue size as the orLglnal.

All- IIr III balanced acoounts are <tistlnguiehed by the
cleslgnation nfg-SlD-ak.' Aroog theee acoounts is a special
type 1n which Ëà-bi-tar I'from that (the enunerated iterns)rtt
separatea the receipta antt the expentlitureg¡ ând whÍch in-
cludea zi-ga-àn¡ rrexpended.¡il ancl the final balances. llhis
type of text haE been clescribed by Jonea ancl Snytler¡ SET p.
2)) ae rrthe Sumerian form of clouble-entry bookkeeping¡il to
be tlistinguished. fron thoae having only nfg-ËlG-"¡..

Though our tablet is an exanple of such d.ouble-entry
bookkeepingr the accounts clo not fn fact balance. In the
case of copper lnpl-enenter the account fails to balancc
by one Ìra-bu-ôa ax. The ailver balances only ff one omita
the 20 grains in line 70 (the number is d.anageil antl not
quite certain). I have not guooeeiletl ln flntting to what
the digcrepancy in the barley balance Íg due.

A Nippur origin for the tablet !úas Buggiested first by

the uee of the Nippur oaLend.ar and was confirned. by the
occurrence of the fieltl name in ltne 52 and. Ln unpubliehedl
tablets known to cone fron Nippur. In additÍonr the ac-
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22. ROBERT D.BIGGS

countLng tern ab-ðl-gar ie virtualLy confined' to Níppur.

In lieu of a line-by-line translatioar I gÍve here a

brlef sunnary of the account. Line 7 sunmarizes the clays

covered in the conbined. ilates given for Sl-tlù and ðu-ì'-lf
correotLy aa 258 calend.ar d.ays. The next section encls wíth
t ine IJ rrhich ehoultl have given tbe wagies representecl by

what 1g recorcled Ln lines 8-L2r but couLd not since the

nonth and the numbe¡ of d.aye were not recordecl in line 12.

Linee L4-2O give a,mounts anð prices of barley¡ etrings of
onLongr ênd, Éir-dil-oniong frot ðSul-pa-èo Lines 2L-2J gíve

an amount of ELlver and barLey fron the offÍciaL Sl-tlù'
Ll-neg 24-29 gJ.ve an amount of eilver a'ncl quantities of cop-

per agricultu¡a1 inplenentg from Adl-da-ka1-l-a. Line 10

gives the a,nount of barLey (paid) to hired men. Liaea Jl-
)6 g|ve sutneries of silverr barley¡ workmen [nulber
blank]r and agrlouLtural lnplementg. Iines 5B'45 gfve the

number of worknen for weedingr prioe for renting a harrowr

for the plowingr and the a,mount for eeed grain for a spe-

cifted fieltl. Linee 46-12 Sive the number of man-days for
weetll-ng¡ rent of a harrowr rent of êtl orr antl the price of
aeed graln for two apecifÍett ffetds. llnee 5r-61 give the

number of worknen for treed.ing¡ and the prLce for rentingl

a harrow (tbe reet is too broken to understand). LJ-nes 6{-
68 give the nr¡mber of copper agticultural inplenente¡ spe-

cifted &s a mu-trfn ctellvexf¡ anô the nr¡.ober of workmen

having tlaye off who are unde¡ Sl-dù. LÍneE 69-75 sunnarize

the enounts of barleyr silver¡ the number of rnan-claysr êntl

the nunber of agricultr¡¡al lmplementa. Llnes 76-86 glve tbe

flnel belanceg¡ followed in LÍnee 87-88 by the date.
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col-. i

t tsi-¿ù

2 LtL Ëo-n-oo-a ud-I8 ba-zaL-ta
, i-tJ- Gan-gan-è ud,-6 ba-zaL-Ëè

4 nËu-ì-lf

5 fti NE-ND-g¿¡ <u(Þ-15 ba-zaÌ-ta
6 itf Gan-gan-à uil-15 ba-zaI-ðè
7 â-bL 2r8
I n$u-na-n¿ ud-L2-Ëè

9 [x]-te-Ëe-bu-r¡n
10 [1t]i-ila udt-!-ta
11 [rtr] Bdr-zag-ga¡-ta
la [ttr] (rranr)-Éè
t, [f]-bi (bLank)

ool. Li

L4 ,.5.0 åe gur
15 efn kù-ìabbar
16 5 sa eì¡.8

17 kù-bi t/Z sln
18 5O (alla) sun-åir-iltl
19 tcù-br fel-6-sá1 7 L/2 âe

20 kf ur-d5ut-pa-è-[t]a
21 5 gfn kù-bebba¡
22 L,].2 Ëe gur
25 sÌn si-dù
24 2 I/, gfn Ìrl-babbar á-bi-ati1-atil
25 5 þe-bu-d,èwdu
26 , tùn-aatuudo
2? t rll¡wdu
28 1 Ëu-e""*do
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z9 lutl ac[-da-ka1-1a-ta

,O 0.1.I 7 2/, glla Ë1 gur uguLa bappir hr¡n-gá

51 5u-ntsfn 9 gfn T L/2 Ëe trnl-babbar

52 Éu-nigf¡ 7.2., T z/5 alta Ëe grrr

lã l'Éu-nrefnl (trar*) guruË

14 Éu-ntgfn ] þe-bu-dalmôu
15 ãu-ntsfn I tùn-salmdu
16 ãu-nisfn I KrNwdu Ëu-nÍgfn 1 ãu-s""*ôo

oo1, lLL

t? ãà-bi-ftal
,8 L77 l'eu¡n¡ðl

39 â" ù.-ak fti-[z]é-a
40 L 2/' gfn 20 Ée krì-babbar

41 á elË-ù-¡a
42 2 5/6 gfn kù-babbar

41 á a-âà uru4-a
44 o.4.4 , L/, eìl-a Ëe-numun

45 tÂcl¡xrù-LAcÆrKÙ

46 t4 r./2 eËuË uit-l-Ëè
47 É al-ak ú-sé-a
4S L/' eln á, stË-ùr-ra
49 t t/1 gln gud DüDuñ-â

50 0.2,I , sl.le ËE-nr¡nun

51 uË-gftl-da

52 a-Ëà etð.ruË.gDrN.LÁ

,, L68 guruË

54 C al-ak ú-zé-a
,, L t/2 gln 20 Ëe

56 á eið-ù-ra
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col. lv

5T lx x x] x x a-Ëà [x x x] x a
l8 [x x Ëe-nu]nun

t9[xxx]x
6o[xxxn]t
6r [rxxn]i
62 lx x x gu]ruã

6l lx r x tla rt-[r]r-rr
64 L2 ga-ru]-aalrludu
6, lz ilùrr-g"ttmdo
66 [e r]rrv urudu

67 nu-trfn
68 L2 gun¡å á utt-dur-a St-ctù

69 Ëu-nigín 1.o,5 7 t/z slta <Ee> gur

?o Éu-nigín Lo t/z gln feol Ëe tU

7l- ðu-nigfn ]8I 1/2 €¡¡rug

72 ðu-nlgfn 2 þe-bu-d,almùu
75 Ëu-nlgfn 2 tùn-salwdu
?4 äu-nlgfn 2 trINunrdu

75 zt-ga-àn
?6 d.trt L t/, sfn 22 L/2 Ée ln)-babbar

77 iti¡t 5L L/2 gr¡:mË d 6 sìl-a-ta
?s lá-t 2.2.2 6 t/z sl.la Ëe gur

79 ab-Ëi-ear
8o 1é-1. o.2.2 9(?) (erasure) el.la ãe

8t rá-t 2 þa-bu-tt"urudu
e2 Lá-t r. tùn-sarun¡tlu
8' rá-1 L trru*do
84 rá-Ì 1 ãu-sarlmdu
s5 rr ur-dËur-pe-è-ka
86 nfs-ðrc-lat x x]
S? nu-rl[g-ea r
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88x[r*xx]
(rest d.estroyett)

COMMET{¡ITARÏ

12. The nonth antl clay were not entered and oonsequently a

ftgure could. not be glven ln l-Lne LJ nor Ín the total of
nan-days in line JJ.
18. For the varlety of onion callecl ð1r-tlil¡ e€ê Civil antt

3f.ggs¡ RÂ 60 lL. It also occurs in Pohl, lh¡¡jl NF l--2 No.

16Lsl5 and 24. The Akkadian equivalent ts turt (see tand,s-
bergerr AfO L8 ,tT).
25. the writing he-bu-tle ls worthy of note. The nor¡naL

wrltlng is ha-bu5(ruxcÁul-3g¡g)-aa rn IIr rrr texto (see

Llnet Métel p. 210), exeptionafly þa-bù(KÂx$U)-da (see

VlrolLeaudr labLetteg économiques de Lagashr Cahlere tte la
Société Aslatlquer 19 fParior 1968]r Noe. 22zI¡ 26¿4t
eto.). The writing ha-bu-da also occr¡¡e ln IIT 5 5756 aú,
6 u-n 2rT G one both referenceg to I.J. eelb). The tool
is dLsougaed ln Selonen¡ Agricultura I4r-47.
26. For tùn-salmdu and. KrNlmdo (which often ocor¡rs with

þa-bu5-tta)r see Llnetr Ìfétal p. 2lL antl p. 2L6 reepectLve-
Ly¡ aLeo Salonen¡ Agrlcultrrra L55f , and L64ff.
28. The copper tooL ãu-s""*do ie ¡ate ln IIr III texts
(ttt. ctvtt pointeit out the occu:rreno" o*doËo-sarr ITT
6JBOz5). ft hag no oonnection wÍth the Ëu-gar whlob ls
equival-ent to .Akkadian pitlltu.
,O. SLnce the rneasureil coomotlity nust be given¡ it appeare
probable that ði gur is for åe.,gur.

51. Pettinator llntereuohungen zut neusunerisohen I¡anilwirt-
eohaftr VoI. Ir Dle Felclerr pù.2r li[o.855r ].ists ocour-
renoee of thls fleLcl name Ln I¿geEh and tnma textg.
52. Thig fieltL name occurg in CBS 7991 an<t CBS 8L9rr wrÍt-
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ten a-åà glË.ruË.nDlN.LÁ.4. I owe thie information to Davitt
I. Oq'ea.

70. The total of eLlver baLanceg only is one onLte feOl Ëe

ia this line.
77. Síx sLlas of graln e ttay vas the amount nost cornmonly

paid. See¡ for exaupler Saulen¡ ttZt¡eí ArbeÍtstexte aus

Ilroma¡" Oríentalia l¡ovanlensia Perlodlca 1 (I9?0)r p. 41

ancl Kang¡ SET 2¡ No. JI.
79. The neanÍng of ab-Ët-gar is not clear to me 1n this
text. In othe¡ passagies Lt uEually follows arnounts of sil-
ve¡ and. the equlvalent in prrrctraaed prod.ucte (expressed. ag

åe-bt ...) or the anount per shekel when the amount is nore
than one Eek¡l (er¡lleeeed ae .. !s-gur-ta)¡ ae poLnted. out
by Jaoobsen¡ AJSL 55 42O-2I. Ia addition to the paseagea

cited by Fish¡ AJSL 55 1f5 (pofrfr TuM ¡fF L-2 99r FÍshr
Catalogue p. 124r l{o. 16¡ and AJSI 55 715), the followÍng
pubLiehetl Nippur occurrences cat¡ be atldletl¡ 5 gln kù-babbae/
3e-bi 4.0.0 ðe-gur / ab-åi-gar (Oppenhef-n¡ Eames S Z), 10

gfn kù-[babbar] / t.L.4 <åe>(r)-sur-t["](t) ab-Ëi-gar-
r[a] (9r$ ana KJ.zilyay¡ ttRtjn¡ I 2o2), [x gín krl-babbar /
1.0.0 Ëe eur at-Ë[r-e]ar (çiþ and Klzllxatr NRIrN L 2ot)
antt 1.0.o ðe eur urr-Éè / n6,á I gt¡r 1.4-ta / 6o (sÌra) ì.

Ëe-bt / 6 eo= / ab-Ëi-gar (totrtr TuM NI' t-2 Lo7). Sinilar
îccurtences are in CBS B54Lt CBS 8r5r¡ and. CAS 995e¡ to be
rublishetl by Daviit I. 0wen (whon I thant< for allor.¡1ng ne

o see hÍs coples), It Ís noteworthy that víth a sole ex-
eptlon ln a legash text (Sauren, hrirtgchafturkund.en ...
ueée ttrÂrt et d¡Eletolre Ln Genf¡ No. 29t a text d.ealing
ith clates) r tUe erpreesf-on Beems liniterl to Nlppnr ac-
ountg.
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FOOTNOTES

' I have at various tinee diecuesed thls tlocuaent with ny

coLleages M. Clvil¡ I.J. Ge1br Jo-P. Grégoire¡ ênd' David I.
Owen anrl I gratefully acknowi.edlge their help antl advice.
L. Pr¡blÍshetl Ntppur cloounents of a sirûilar kincl are the

followlng¡ Pobl, Tt¡M NF 1-2 No. 16S (Laborere for fíeld
work)¡ No. 175 (laboxerst ny attribution of this dooument

to Nippur ig based on a personal nane lrÍth trlustrn¡ as an

elenent), Nos. 215 antt 218 (acoount of wool)l MCS 7 p. L2

(account of ôates) I BE t BJ (raborers for fieLtl work).
2. The tabLet has been l-n an Amerícan collecüion for a

nr¡mber of yeane. I an grateful to the ownere for permissÍon

to publieh Ít.
1. 0n balanced accounts in generalr eêê the usefuL infor-
¡oation given by Curtie end. Hallor rrMoney and. Merchantg in
rrr rrrr,f EucA ,o (L959) LOr-r9,
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