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Tno Brltleh Muser.¡m i r ã e m m I tl0ataLogueglr

As of tottay the¡e are availeble ín publlshed forn 6 01d

SebyloaÍan ttcataloguêe¡rt that'between then list the lnci-
pite of over L50 Sr¡.nerLan Literary oompoeitions of dlverse
geæeB¡ and the text of about 6O ol these is uow knosn

rholly or in part fron pubLlehett 
"oo"""".1 

Thíe paper will
preeent two new 01tt Babylonlan Íoatalogues¡rr listtng the

inciplte of over 100 s!g, of which only ebout ten
have been recovareô to-date. Both |tcatalogueerr were lcLen-

tlflett by Etlnond Sollberger ln the oourse of exanJ-ning

the lnnease quantÍty of unpublishetl. tabtets in the BrltiEh
Muaeuro¡ and were turnetl over to me for publÍcationr wlth
the kinô perrniasf.on of Rlchard. Barnettr Keeper of the De-

partnent of llestern AsLatic Antiqutties. It Ls a prÍvilege
to detllcate thts stucly to A¡nas Sal,onen'Ln deep gretitutle
for hie numeroug funtlaoental contributions ln the area of
Sr¡merrg materfaL cultr¡¡e¡ they have helped ne no littLe ln
r¡¡y t€searches Ln an entirely dÍfferent cultt¡¡aL horizon:

that of SunerLan literature.
One of the rrcataloguearrt N 2Jll4 (cteslenatett A ln thiE

paper) is a 4-ool¡nn tabletr L0 centiroeters by 8¡ that
Llete the inciptts of Bl oonpositions ilesfgnetetl by the

scrlbe as r ttþlg of the
god.e.tt2 According to the notatLon of the scrl'ber the 8J

trãengg¡ whose inoiplta he lietsr uerê Ínscrlbetl on ! sepa-

r41
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rate tabletE. It Le not lnpeobable that theEe 9 tabletg
ïere all,,pf tÌ¡e saroe sÍzerJ bot the nt¡mber of EÉg
lnecrlbeil on each va¡leil froro { to 151 ln the order íte¡nl-
ze<t by the sorlber the irËeuna on eaoh tablet numberecl 4r
10r l4r 10r 11 t L5¡ 61 5, 7.4 At least lJ of the lletect
1rðeno¿e ârer to Judge frou their inclpltsr LclentLaalr5
whlch reduces theLr nr¡nber fron 8l to 68.

lDhe Eeoonil rroat¡loguêrrr BYl 2r7OI (destgnated B tn thÍs
paper) fe a enaLL 5-sÍal.ett prien¡ 6t/Z centLmeters high antt

I centineters ln clía,mete¡. It originelly lietetl. the lnol-
ptte of f6 conpoeitfons ttesLgnêtect by the scrlbe as &
ãèn-na-dinannar a'nil of ? cleei€netetl as &Þ@,hLE,
ËgE,, thus total.ltng 81r the very Ea¡re n¡.nber of ÅrEg
as that ltsteal. !.n A.o Of the inclplte in Br 19 are conple-
tely ileetroyed.¡ and, 2J are iluplicateE of lnolptts Lfsteal

nln Ar r thua Leevfng at leaEt 41 .¿3!g llstetl ln B alo-
ne. Between theur therefo¡e, the two Brtttsh lnreeu.n pieoes

contain the tttLee of at leaet fO9 .i@,. Five (or per-
heps l) of tbe lncíplts are for¡ncl aleo ln the rroataloglrerr

publtshett ln IVR 5Jr8 anct the text of L0 (or perhaps 11)

has been ¡eoove¡edr at leaet in partr and ioofounil anong

the lÍterely oon¡posLtions published to tlate./ And rhile
eeveraL adilltional id.entifioations aou1tl no doubt be macle

ff the beglnning of sone of the publtshed. irËe¡ona were not
dleatroyedr lt stfll leaves approxinately 1O0 1rãeruoa that
nay be lying ln the tel.le of lrag¡ awaiti¡rg the lucky
epade of the future excavator.

81,1 zt??X .(A)
llrenslLteratLon

J an-e Brr-üBâ*-arr-9
L eur-ba-dè ta-en-ag

Ëà-t-dub
I 1-bl.-lù e-lu-lu gè-fr)

I.
4o

,.
4.

@!ion
.A¡ at rlusk

l{hat has the shephertl dlone!

llhe contentg of I tabLet
llhe holy faoe - g$lgr tUe
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a-ãe-ir-sù

5. 1 ág-nu-lu-keO en-Da

6. I na-án-tlêr!-a-rr8 gig-ga

7. 2 dg-nÀ ¡|-E-P6-s¡
8. I ág-na-na-a1-1a ág-nu-

21¡-A

9, t 5à-zu a-giro rlù
10. I ul-e p¿-pa-al-ta
11. I a-nÍgin-ån-nå

12. I a-gin-til-en
L5. 10 Ëà-I-club

14. I áe-Lrf-ke, €r-Da

15. L na-Cn-tt&tn-a-riê gtg-ga

16. 2 ág-nà ¡!-s-as-sn
U. I ág-na-na-al--La

I8. L Ëà-zu a-gfn dù

19. 1 ul-e pa-pa-al-ta
20. I t-bf-kù a-lu-Iu gà-kù

a-Ëe-1r-gù

21. I fr-¡e uO nÍ-ni-l.n-zal

22. L rnà-e a-ãe-ir-ra
21. L f¡ ¡¿-¡¡-1¡¡¡-¡¿-4,]

holyheart-aclistant
Lanent

That whlch fs of the nan¡

ae long: as

Bitter ís the fate of her
spou8e

0f that whloh ig niner I
flhat whfch has happened to

me Ís sonething r¡nknown

ItÍake your heact like r¡ater
Ohe g! fron the lg!
The EwLrl-5,ng uaters of

he¿ven

Eon oan you Llvol
10r the contente of 1

tablet
That which iE of the nanr

as long as

Bltter is the fate of her
spouse

0f that which is nLner I
[het whfch hae happeaetl to

me

llalce your hea¡t llke water
lhe ul fron the pgogl

Ehe holy face - glÈlgr the
holyhea,rt-adtstant
La,nent

She has spent (trer) aays

in teare
I in la¡nent

She has brought tea¡E Lnto

bel.ng
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24.
25.
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26.
27.

tL. L ka-na-ág-ãeã-a-na-Ëè

,2, L kl-sikil til-l-a ËeË-zu

bar-ra

tt, L ú-eag-gá au-nu-r¡n-ti-
1e-en-na

t4. 1 an rf-seg-gd

I é-r¡u-urt¡-nu-Ëè
t turrnuå"ttlt-tá-àt

??Lusf(e)rt
I ki-sikil a-Ëe5-zu

14 Éà-l-ctub

I an-e üBA -âfi-êx
I guruB-d.ab"-¡.)
I am sn-od.in-na

I kù-ãà-sa ne-ám-fr-ra
L fr-ra a-ãe-Lr-rê ê-nê

b:.:?1:*+-h+
1 tumussna-Ée-ir-gù

10 ðà-l-dub

1 e en-gLg-ga-bl

J tÍ114 gan-me-ni

L 1gt-Tåf, nu-un-ði
I ur-ra Lugal-bi-ir
L ù-ur-a åà-zu
I tunusena-Ëe-l-r-aù
I aÐê-gan-clunu-Ëub-ãub

foffot ny house¡ rnlf city
The locuste as ttind. ....

Maittr 0h your brother!
L4r the contents of
I tablet

An at ôusk

The Lad. talcen captive
The wiltl ox Ln the high

steppe

\o/for the lanil of her
brother

Maldr your brother has

been .. ln the narket-
p1-ace

Tou who lived not Ln tbe
early eËasB

llhe wiltl ox in the ea.rlY

g¡asB

She has been overcone(t) ty
tears (an<t) lanente

The dove - a dietant la.nent

10. the ooutent of one

tablet
Ohr the g bitterly
Eis bavlng been bent Low in

the narket-place
aoaaoaaooaaaaaaoaoaoaaoa a

To the master of the tlog

Uoe (and) Ohr ïour heartt
The ilove - a distant lanent
The bearing nother uho has

28

2g

,o

a

a

,5.
,6.

,9.
40.

,7.
18.

41.

42.
4t,
44.
45.
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47.
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abandonecl (frer) children

L ù-uU þur-re gù ln-ne rtliroert she crLed'

r eù-ù-ur-a bf-in-due' She utterecl a cry rrwoe anô

a-Ëe-ir-ra ba-ttaþ on¡il add'eô a lament

1L åà-l-dub L1r the contente of I
tablet.

J. ù-u, nu-un-a€l Ee hae causedt(?) woe

I é-er¡l-la ki-bi The degtroyecl house - lts
pJ-ace

I ma-ra é-zi-uu 1Io me ny righteous houee

1 in-kur-ra-ãèg-gà [he raÍn that raLneil in
the $g

I uO-Sie-ga mu-un-zel Â bitter d'ay bas ôawned'

I é-lnrr-ra Ëe à,n-ãaO Tbe EIcu¡ ¡noane

I rf-a e-ne-én-nà-ni lfoe hie uordl

t uO-NE-a UO-NE-a ..o.o.o"t'"'o"'ooÒ

r dl¡ a-ãe-i¡-re èn-ðè llhe oity - how long wilL it
ba-gul-e be ove¡r¡hel¡neô by la'nent !

1e-ne-én.nà-nikÍnu-dúbEiel{ordnacletheea¡thquake

49,

50.

51.

52.

48.

51.
54,
5r.
56.
57.

58.

59.
60.

6r.
62.
61,
64.

1 é(?)-a-tl-a
I lnr-gar-ra me-lÍ-zu-ãè
I a-alckil-d1-¡ou
1 kl-eikil g1-DII-RÏI

1 Ëu(?)-pt-el en

15 ãè-t-dub

oat a a a t a a a o a oo o a

Ehe @!gg at Your feet
Iv8r utterln€! a orY

ItÍêid' . o.....a... ' a o o ' o t o '

Â defilÍne (han¿) the g
15r the contents of one

tablet
An at dusk

The latt talcen caPtive

llhe wiLdt ox in the hfgb Plaln
llhe wtld ox in the earlY

g¡ass

aaaataaoaaaaaaoa aoo""'

The ðove - a d'lstant La,nent

65. L an uear-an-e
66, L er¡¡uã-dabt-ba
67. 1 a,n an-edin-na
68. L an tf-eag-gá

69.

70'

L kù-Ëà-ga na-án-Ln-ra
1 tutrt¡Ëena-Ëe-lr-eù
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72.
7r.
74.
75.
76,
77.
78.

79,
80.

91.

82.
8r.
84.

85.
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71. 6 Ëà-club

1 su'-ba ..o....o...
1 su'-ba .. . o... o...
r euu-b[a]
t suu-[ba] ... ... o o o

I kr)-ð[à-ga na-ón]-in-ra
L ma-e cll-? na-nan

6 ðà-]-dub

6, the contente of 1

tablet
The shepherd. . o. .. . ... r.
The shepbêrd. o.... o o.. o.

llhe shephêId. ...........
The ehepherd

oaa.aataa

It Ís ..o...a...........
6r the contents of 1

tablet
Turn ror¡ndr Oh Lortl
It ie a young swallow
a aa a ro a o o a a o a a a a a a a a a a a a

lfoel hroeJ

lfoe brltle!
0h ny breath¡ qy strength
I{oe (antt) 0h your heart!

1 ù-nu-un nÍgin-ù
. ¡nuËenI nam -lüt-ra na-Dat¡

1 na-GIIRO nrO(?)-né
I ù-u, ù-uU

1 ù-u, é-SÍO-a
1 a-zÍ-nu d-nu
1 ù-ur-a-åà-zu

Left edse

7 ðè-l-dub 7r the contents of 1

tabLet
Írãenp¿ of the godslr-Ëèn-na-cllngir-

rê-ê-ll€
Coromentary to A

-

Iines L-T. Bhe inc ipit of llne L is repeatedl 1n a
eltghtly va¡iant form in A 6j, as lrell as Ln B l¡ where
the conpoeítion 1s ttesiguated. ae an ¿gËg of Inannar but
the incipit iteelf offers no clue to its contents.lO
!!g3. Thls Ínciptt ie repeated. in B 2, 11 *h""e the co¡n-
poeltion ie tleeignated as an jg¡lg of Inar¡¡ra¡ to juttge
fron its inclpltr it ls a la,nent for the shepheril-gocl. Du-
uuzi who had been ggilty of sone mLsd.eed.. g!g1. The ren-
rlering of thÍs ecribal notatLon (cf. al'so lines J.|t 27

eto. ) assumes it to be a genitive conplex despite the
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niasíng gênltive partiole.
Linee 4-14. !1g[. llhig lncÍpit Ís repeated in A 20r

as well ae in B 5r uhere the conpoaition Ís designatecl ae

a¡¡ þþg of Inanna¡ the inoipit ltself seeuE to be en

excla¡¡atlon on the part of the poet at the efght of the

suffering Inanna whose face anô heart nove hin to nalling
12"od. Ia^ent.l, .$!gã. Thls incipit is repeated in A 14

(note the variant }! ol gg;þ) and' in a variant forn in B

66 r where the conposLtlon is deelgnatecl as an þ!g of

rnanna¡ its neaning is ob""*"14 an¿ offerg no LntlioatLon

of the contentg of the conpoeition. .&ig..¡[. Et¡is lnoiptt
is repeatecl ln a 15r andl the text of the conpoeitlon hag

been pubLlshetl. in !æ No. 1?.15 .!92. fhia Ínciptt
ie repeatetl in A l-6r a¡d ln a slightly varfant fono in B

6Jr where the conposition ls d.eeignatetl as an ÈEËe¡Dna of
Inanna¡ the renilerlng of the inoipÍt is *o""ru--rEtu
in any case offers little clue to Íts contente¡ except

that 1t begins with what seems to be a eolf.Loquy by the

godùees. !!Ej. ThiE lnciptt is repeated' in an abbrevLa-

ted. forn tn A 1?¡ tt ia probabLy the introductory line of

a lement by Inanna benoaning some oaLaJûity that hatl be-

fa1len her. !!g2. lhls inoiplt ie repeeted in A 18¡ and

the text of the conpositÍon is inscrfbed on an unpublieheil

British Muser¡n tabLet (BVI 21696) where tt 1s designated ae

an þ!g of Ina¡r¡a.t? }!s!.¡Q. This tncipit ls repeatetl

1n A 19 ¡ ês nell ae in B 51r trhere the conposÍtion is d'e-

aignatetl aE an i¡Éenna of Ina¡nal the well preserved text
of the conposition hae been published 1n CT XV pl. 21¡

where let designated however ae aa þpg of Ntngirgi-
1o.18 M. Thle lnciptt 1s probabl-y repeated' ln B 12r

where the conpoeLtl.on is tleslgoatedl es an !!g of Inan-

na, l-f the reaitLng anil tra¡slation of the inotpit is oor-

rect ¡ tt rnay refer to a f.loott catastrophe eufferetl by the
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goaldess enô her shrineg. }!gË. Thie incipf.t¡ f.n a
eltghtly va.riênt form¡ is repeateal. in B 55t where the con-
posltlon le iteslgnated ag an gÉg of Inan¡ra¡ f.ike the
lnclptt Ln l1ne 9r it is no doubt an excla,matory sentenoe

lntroducing a la,meatful address by the poet to the suf-
ferlng rnanna.t9 cf. connent to f-ine J.

!þ|2, Fot Llnes L4-L9 cf. conment ot línes 5-
10. !!g!!. Cf. conment to line 4. Þ9_?!. This inciptt
is repeatecl ln B 77 t where the compositioa ie ttesignated
as an ÍrÉenna of Inanna¡ as the lnctpit fnd.Ícates¡ the
oonpoeltl.on oonelgts Ln Large part of a lanent utteretl by

the sufferlng gotlclese. Line 22. Ehis Íncfpit io repeated
tn B 57r where the oon¡logltlon is tlesignatetl as an þþ9ggg
of Inannal Juttgtng fron the Íncipit¡ the conpoeition con-
sists entirely of a lanent uttered by the suffering godl-

cless. !!gg¡|1. Thfs lncipit ie.nepeated in 3 50r where the
conpoeltlon iE publishett in BE )LKJ( No. 9 obv. ii 18ff.20

3[. Bhie incipit is probabLy repeatetl ln B 79¡ whe¡e

the aonpoetion ia deeÍgnatett as an þ{g of Ina"nna¡ ae

the inolpit lndlcatesr the conposition conslgte of a la-
nent by the gotldleEe for her city anil tenple. !1I€,. The

reading anil ueaning of this iacÍpit are guite uncertain¡
note that in the Eecond half of the J-ine¡ the signs are
out of posf-tion to Bone extent. W. This incipit ia
probably repeatetl in B 42¡ where the conposltion Ís ale-

signated as an i.r.Ëpnn¿ of Inan¡ra¡ though Ltg lanentful-
oontents co¡xcern no doubt llr¡nuzi anô his siater GeÉtin-
atÌnaozl llpSÅ. Cf. conment to I1ne J.

Iineg 28-18. $!g!Q. Cf. connent to lÍne L. Line 29.
Thie lnclplt 1s repeatecl tn A 66¡ the conposltÍon is pro-
bably itlentical rith that publieheal Ín VS II No. 74 obv.
I ff . r whose lncipit is 4g¡þ;jgþþ.22 tin" tO. llo jutlge
fron this lnclpÍtr tbe conposltlon belongs to the Dr¡¡uzL-
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Inanna cycle of la¡nent8r 34 beÍng a frequent epithet of

Dt¡muzi. &1l. To Juctge fron this Ínclpit¡ the compoai-

tion beloage to the rlr¡muzt-GeÉtinanna cycle of ra,nente.25

W.. llhie lncipit seene to consist of the initial
worde of an ¿cl¿reee by the poet to Dq¡nuzl I s sigter , 24 and'

the conpoeition therefore belonge to the Dr¡nuzi-Oe$tinanna

cycLe oi La¡nents. .@.2r. If the renclering of this inol-
ptt Ís oorrect (the verbal forn 1g rather anb1.guous)r 1t

may conslet of the initial, words of an exclanatory ad,d.rese

by the poetr that lntroduces a lanent reminísoent to. sone

extent of the lon8-knovn ettin-na-rl, saÊ-Êá conpoeitÍ oo'25

.@4. Thlg incipÍt is repeatetl in A 68 ancl 3 41r where

the conpoeltlon Le tlesignated as an igËg of Inan¡¡at

like the BrecedÍng inctptt¡ it nay consist of the fnitial
worde of an edin-na rf-eee-sá type of la-ent. !!gll. Thte

inclpÍt whose meanLng is qulte uncertain¡ ie repeatecl a

slightly varied forn in Â 69 a¡¡il 76,26 Llrne 46. The rend.e-

ring of thls laûentful inaipit ie uncert rln,21 .$!gfl.
llhÍs incíBtt ie repeated in l, 44 antl 70r as well as l-n the

partialLy presetrred B 48r where the conposLtion ia dl'esig-

nated as an i¡Ëenn¿ of Inan¡ra¡ the text of tbe compoeition

has recently been published fn @! p. 221.28 !¿39-29,.
Cf. comment to line 3.

tto"" ac-48 . !@l2. The nnueually long !EËg, begin-

ning witb thls inotpit¡ consists of a bltter La,nent by

Inanne for her ôead. husband Dr¡¡rr¡zÍ I follorvetl by a tale of
his ðeath at tbe hancla of the Â,91þ.29 t'ine 4O. To Judge

fron thls incipitr the oonpoeltion may beJ-ong to the Il¡-
nuzt-OeËtinanna cycle of la,nents (cf. con¡¡ent to No. ,2).
!iE9-.![.L. The reading an<t meenLng of tbis incipit âre ün-

ce¡tein. .!!g[!. To Jutl.ge fron thÍs inctpltr the compo-

sitLon probably belongs to the Dr¡muzi-Inan¡ra oycle of la-
nentsl the rrùogrt of the inotplt nay refer to the ehepherd
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dog that nas DumuzÍts faithful conpaoior?o @_42. .This
lncipit that is repeated. In A 85 ag well as in B IO, where
the composition is tteaignated. as an írÉenma of Inanna, con-
eiets of the initiar word.s of the poetrs ranentful aôttress
to the sufferlng godclees. !!g-44.Cf. conneat to line JT.
Line 45. llhe ind.entity of the Itmothertr in this incipit is
uncertain¡ but it is probably Inanna¡ and the conposition
consiste no doubt in large part of a lament by the god-
dess for her d.estroyed. city antl tenple. !Ðg_4é,. Thís in-
cipit is repeatetl in B 69, r,¡here the conposition is tte-
eignated aa an irÉenma of llinËubur¡ the |teher, (hry,) of
the lncipit thereforo probabty referg to Ninåubur who

would be la^¡nenting sone cataotrophe.that had befallen her
nl-etress Inanna. !!g.1[. If¡ as is not unlikely¡ this ln-
ciptt is itlentical- wth the stightly varying¡ abbrevÍated
lnciptt of B 74t this conpogitlonr too¡ is an irãenna of
NinËuburr and its nelancholy content may reeemble that of
the prececLlng conposÍtion. !å919. Cf. conment to J.ine J.

Lines 49-64. !Iæl[2. the rend.ering of this lnciplt is
not oertain¡ to Ju<lge fro¡n the fact that several of the
conposJ.tiong vhose incipitrs are listed in the lines the
follonr ooncetn EnLil ancl hls tlestructive rorilr it Ís not
unllkeLy that it wae Enlil who Ln so!¡e lray ncauseclo woe

to Inarura. !IE_ã9. This incipit J.s repeated in B 5Br
where the conpoetLon is ileelgnated. ae an slg of Inan-
na, the oonpogition obviourly consíste of a lanent for
Inannars dest¡Oyed tenple¡ but it is not cl_ear fron the
lncipitr Juet who íe utterlng tbe Lanent, }!g1}. This
inclpit is repeated no doubt Ln B 26r where it is ttesÍgna-
tetl ag an iråenma of Inannal the text is publlehett in E
rr No. er.& ,r.. Thfs luoipit whoee rend.ering fg ra-
ther uncertain¡ is aLso fountl tn EE 5t Lf 56r where the
conpositlon ie degigneted. as a balae of Enlil¡ it probably
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consigted of I Ia^ment concernetl wlth E'n1il- ênd. his tlestru-
ctiver word.¡ but the íncipit iteelf provJ.ctes litt1e clue to
the contents. !!gr¿. To Judge from the incipJ.t¡ this con-
position¡ too¡ may t¡¿ve oonce¡ned. Enlil and. his tl.eetr.ucti-
ve word.. Line ç4. Accordin to this íncipitr it is the Hn¡r
rather than the Eanna¡ that seens to have suffered. a caLa-
nity¡ nevertheless it ig no cloubt an þ!g of Inanna¡
that probebLy concerns in some !úay the suffering of the
goddess et the hand.s of EnliL. !!glå. The conposition
introd.ucett by thie Ínoiptt vae probabLy a lenent sinLlar
to the preced.Lng. }!g.![. The.reading and meaning of thls
incipit are u¡tcertaln. !!gå2.. This inoipit that probably
conglste of a lanentful excl.anation by the poet¡ is also
found. M 5, tii 2¡ where iù ie tlesienatecl as an irðenma

.12 ttne 5e. To Jud.ge from thís incipÍt¡ the co¡nlo-
eition was another la.ment concerned with E¡¡lil te destru-
ctíve vord,. @12. This incipit¡ whose read.ing ancl mea-

nlug are uncertain¡ is repeatetl. in B 70r nhere it Ís tte-
eignatect as an irËen¡o¿ of NinÉubut. !!gqQ. lhis incÍpit
la repeated in B 7Ir where the conposition is tlesignated
as an lrËe¡nma of Ninåubur¡ it nay therefore coneist of the
tnitial word.e of an ad.drese by NÍnåubu¡ to Inanna,17 t ¡n"
Q. This lnctplt is repeateô Ín B T2r trhere the conposi-
tion fe ileelgnated. ae an LrËeuma of NinËubu4 its rend.e-
ring le not quite certainr but ltke the preceding incipit¡
it nay consist of the initial words of an address by Nin-
Éubu¡ to Inanna.l4 ¡iÃpSS-Í3S¡¡g-þJ. Theee two incÍpite are
too uncertain for commellt. Irlne 64. Cf. conment to l-ine ].

Lines 65-7L. !¿!g_Éå. Cf. co¡nnent to line L. Line 66.

Cf. conment to line 29. LLne fr.Cf. coûDent to line J0.
. cf. connent to I1ne 74. Lrrc 62. Cf. conment to

line 15. -@.cf . co¡¡nent to ll.ne 77, Li\e 7L. Cf . com-

uent to line 1.
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Llnes 72-74. Lines 724J. Though J-a:egely cl.eetroyed.r

these lncipits polnt to composÍtíons conoerned vith Dunuzl

that betong to the Dr¡.nuzi-Inanna or Dr.¡muzi-Geåtinanr¡a oya-
le of lanentg. @.LÉ,. Cf. coroment to line 15. @Tþ
This inciplt is too uncertain for oonment. Line 78. Cf.
conment to line J.

Llnes ?a-eaal. @g-J2. Fot the reatling of this tnctpÍt
of. conment to B17l the trlotdil of thte lncipit Ls no tloubt

Enlil. @.The meening and tnpliôatlon of this inoiptt
are uncertaLn. }!g.¡$L. The readLng ancl meanS.ng of tbis
tnatptt are vety unoertain. }!g1Q!. Thls la,nentfuL inoi-
plt offers little olue for the contents of the conposÍtion.

!!g.,1[2. 1[he "brirlerr of thie lnciplt that introduces an

exclanatory ad,d.ress by the poet¡ is no tÌoubt Ina¡na. I¡ing

![. Thie incipit nay be aa exola,¡natory uttera¡rce by Inan-
na. !!gQ!,. Cf. connent to Line 45. .þ!$þ9,. For 7 ãà-

!¡$Þ cf. conment to Line !. llhe ttg6flstt referreô to iu the
rubríc tti1þg, of the godsrr are probably Inanna antl NÍn-
ãubu¡.

BM 24?01 (B)

llransliteration
I an ú-si--a¡-[ê

I
2 su'-ba-dè ta-a¡r-ag
2 Í-bf-kù a-Lì¡-Lu
I ne-a gr(t)-rr-én(t)-

nà(?)
I u,-zal-l¿ s6-]i-s-¿

4
I i-lu-ke.

+
2 h-glg-ga-uru-ne

l.
2.

,.
4,

5.
6.

7.

8. l. Éu-!r-ra-nÀ
9. I ¿-r¿-]t a,-..

@
An at iluEk

hÊrat has the ehepherd. doneJ

llhe holy faoe - alulu

Ât dlamr alaet
She on wailíng
The bitter ]a¡nent of her

ctty
a a a aoa a aaa a o a a a a aa a a a a a a aoa

The Nether lüorLcl .....o..oo
Uoe (enct) Oh¡ lyollr neart]JÌ0. I ù-ur-a [lE-zu]



11,

L2.

Lt.
L4.

15.
16.

l_7.

18. t
19. I
20. I
2L, I
22, I
27, t
24-12

5r, 1

,4, 1

,5. 1

,6. 1

38.
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L áe- That which

2 a-[nigin-an-na] [lhe swirline] naters

Iof heaven]

a o a a a a a a a o a a aa a ao

a a a aa a a a a a a a a a a a a

a o a a a a a a a a a o a a a a a a a a o o a ao

a a ta a a a a a a a aa a a a a a a a a a a a a

1

I
1

1
ki1 ttilnu¡¡l'-nigin-ù

[uru-zu]

Turn round¡ noble one¡

your city

a ao aa a a aaa aa a a a aa a o aa a a a a

a a a aaaaa aoaaa oa a a a aoooaa a

ao a a a o o a a a a a a a o a a a a a o o a o a

t7. I fr-ra uO ni-ni-ib-za1

( conpl etely destroyett)
i-lu-åà-nà
.. àm-ål-ma-al
a-é-an-nê a-Si5-nàr-kù
..uIu-gim Þa-ir-ra

[nà-e] ir-ra a-ðe-
l-r-ra
[é-nu uru]-nu-Ëè

[a-uru-nu] a-é-nu

fan ú-sas]-sà

[tr-erur a-åe]ã-zu
... . . t o.. o r ¡ o-ltrll

a.. a. .. . a a ¡ o o-tê

The wailing of ny heart
llhe .. has been plaoed there
0h Ean¡rar 0h holy gípar

The . o rrâB ca¡ried. off
IÍke a clty

She hae spent (t¡er) ¿ays

Ín tears

[r], io tears and. la,nent

To/for [ny house], ny fcity]
fotr ny city] r Oh ny housei

[The wilct ox] rn [tne
earLy eraes]

[uaia, oh] your fbroth]er!

,9.
40.
41.

42.
4r.
44.

45.

aa

oa

aa

aa

OO
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46.
47,
48.

49,

50.

[nr-ra é-zt]-nu

Itunuüen"]-ðe-tr-sù
.. ......roeo-Si-Si-ig
I fr na-nu-ma-al

I ul-e pa-pa-el-ta
L ág-na-na-a1-l-a ba-?-?

1 ù-zu-úr-bi na-DU

L uru-kur-kur-zé-ba

J. a-gin-ti-en
1 i¡o-na-aI-e gù ào

2 nà-e a-Ëe-ir-ra
I é-gul-Ia ki-bí

I CÌR-Icu-m€-€n

.. ù-üg a-é-nU 8,-1.Itrtr-nü

1 e-ãe-ir-giig-Ca-ke4
I ain u,-a-Ëe-ír-ra
J ée-nà-e pl-s-ae-s¡
I al-ld-e-na
I é-ta-gar-ra-me-en

66. 6S-1rf-ke -llê

SA¡4UEI NO/TE KRAM¡]R

[ro noe] ny frtghteous house]
oa aa aa a aoaa a a a a aa a a a a o a oo

ffhe dove] - " d.ista¡¡t tanent

;;' ;;"' ;;;;;;' ;;;' ;;;"
being

The uI fron the ¡spal
trbat which has happened

to me ... o.

lheir . o. . ... . .... .......
The cÍty that |tsweetengrt

a1l the Land.s

Eow can you live!
Tbe cow {utters> a cry
I in la¡nent

The d.estroyed, house - its
place

I am ao...aaaa.........o.

I{oeJ 0h ny house¡ Oh ny oity!
She of bítter la^nent

0h queen¡ days of lament
Of thet uhich is nine¡ I

aa

51.

52.

5r.
54.

55.
56.

57.
58.

59.
60.

61.

62.
6r.
64.
6j.

4

67. gi-fr-re bf-Ín-ra
Rubric No. I

76 åiil-bi fr-!èn-ne-dtrr"orr"
Its nì¡nber ís 76--¿9¡!9g of Inan¡ra

68. I ttè-in-nar dè-iro-nar I would. set up¡

set up

f am one nho has beea turned,
out of the house

That whloh Ís of the man¡

ae long ao

She struck up a reed-lanent

aa

I roultl
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69. ù-u, hur-ra gù in-ne

70.1?ù-aLI-a
'lL, I lnrr-gar-ra De-ti-zu-Ëè

72. [f] a-affi1-tli-nu
7r. L arattakt-où-*"
74, I ù-u'-a bf-in-ttueO

ttlloelrt she cries

fhe @æ at your feet
Itfy utterÍngi a cry
At holy Aratta
Itl'Joe (and.) otrtrr ehe said,

Rubríc No. 2

? fr-ãèn-ua-dnin-Ëubn¡

f irËenna of NloËubur

f r-Ë àn-na-dinaruralù-dni n-Ëubur

lrðeuna of Inarura antl NinËubur

Connenta¡y to B

!!g1i!. Cf. conmsnt to A 1. L,ine 2' Cf. oonnent to A 2.

!tgå. Cf. cor¡ment to A 4. .$!gJ,. llhe reading and mea-

ning of thta lncipit are unoertaln. !!9,å. lhíe lanentful
Ínotptt le probably utterett by the poet. }!g..1[. llhie Ín-
clptt (ttrere is probably nothing nissing after i-fu-te*)
1g fountl in 4E 5t Í,fí 75 ln the reclupl-ioatecl forn !!g
ke. L-lu-kê. r ard the ful-l l-fne is founcl in the poorly
-4-+preeerved irãenma of Inenna¡ publ.ishecl in $.,.@ No. L2

2É,
obv. 29tf ." W. Thig lncipit seems to be a narratl-ve
statenent by the poet lntroôucing a' La,nent by Ina"nna over

her sufferlng city. .}!gQ. fhe neaning of thie Íncipit
l-s unoertaln¡ particularly beceuee of the aubigpus ¡1!g.
llgj.To Jutlge frou the tnctpft¡ thÍs conposition nay be-

long to the llr¡muzi-Inann¿ or Dr¡rt¡zi-GeËtinanna cycle of
lanentE. IþL!9. cf . co¡oment lo A. 41. .E!E?-}l. For other
incipits begÍnnlng with $gr cf. llnes 52t 67¡ 66. .!!g-!!.
The reetoration of thig incipit l-s baeeal on A l-l-. Lines

Lã:IÉ,. Coropletely ctestroyed. !4L2. The text of the $
ãenma introduoeti by thie incipit Ís publiehetl in g,-)fV
plates LI-LZ (tor a teutatl.ve Eketoh of its oontents¡ of.
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r whexe however¡ it is d.esignatettKraner¡ &L_Ø224, note J

as an iråe¡nn¿ of E¡rlÍl.l
)
6 LÍnes 18-32. Des troyed.. tine 5ã.r---

This laJûentful íncipit !ÍêB no tloubt uttered by Inanna.
LLne 7L. lhlg incipÍt ie too obscure for conment. !@å2.
[his lnclptt ie also found in Il¡lR 5, ff 47¡ v}rete however
it is tlesignatetl as þlgg of Inanna. !!g_É. llhe neening
of thte partly d.eetroyed. incipit is uncertain. !!g_]f.
Cf. oomment to A 2L. !!g_!p. Cf. co¡oment to A, 22. LÍne

12. Cî. conment lo A 2{. !¡i14. The restoration of thl'e
incipit coneistLngi no doubt of a lar¡entful utterance by
Inanna¡ i¡ reasonably certaln. !!493[!. Cf. conment to A

74, !!!g_42. Cf. connent lo A, 25. I¡ines 4T-4q. Deetroyed.
in large part. .!ig_j$,. Cf. oon¡oent to A 51. !i4_4f..
Destroyed ln large pert. !!g¡[Q. Cf . co¡nment to A 77.
@42. Destroyed ín large part. ÞL29,. Cf. coument to
!iglf,. Cf. cornnent to A 10. !!g_23. Note that the in-
ciplt A I hae the same inltial complex. LLng 52. llhe mea-
ning of thÍg rather unusual inclpit is urßcertain. !!gg_![.
If the rendering of this incipit Ís correct, ft probabLy
conslstg of a narrative statenent by the poet introducing
a lament for a city such ae Erech or Nlppur. Þglå. Cf.
conment to Â 12. !3æ_21. Thie incÍpit (ite aeconcl half
nay be ¡estored. as gg-@i.91> or eù àn-{ne} ) is welr-
nigh ldentical with the lnoÍpit cited in!E 5j I 56t as
r¡elI as wttb thet of the Inanns Ia¡oent coacerned. with the
d.estruotlve wordl of AÞEhliI¡ publÍshed ln å!_Aryg (for
ôuplfoates and bibliographicaL referencsg¡ ofo tfitzel¡
An 0r 10 po ,74). }þg_22. Cf. ooro¡¡ent to A. 22. ¡[!g1g,.
!!952. The reading ancl meanÍng of thle inofpit a:re ün-
certain. }!gj9. tror a very sinilar incipit¡ cf. B 40.
!@€. For tbe renclerLng of thie inoipit as a glenLtive
conetmction¡ of. line 6¡ if the tra¡¡elation is correct.
trsh€rt would probably refer to Inanns. Irine 62. Tf the ren-
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derlng of the incipÍt is correct, 1t consists of a¡t excla-
netory utterance by the poet atldlressed to Inanna. -j-ú2.
Cf. connent to line 1.}!gj4,. The neaning and r¡ortl-clÍví-
sion of thle incÍpit a^re uncertaÍn. }!p-L2,. If correotly
rend.ered¡ this incipÍt consistg of the introductory worde

of a l-anent by the ctispossessed. Inaryra. }!g..1{!. Cf. con-

nent to L 5.tT !¿g.liz. The rtshet' of this introductory
narratLve incÍpit is no doubt Inanna. !Åggj9. This incÍpit
probably oonelstg of no¡ds uttered. by Ninãubu¡r and. t¡het

the deity rrwould eet uprr ie no ttoubt a lanent. .!ig..1!p,.
The frshert of this lncipit Ís prebably Ninãubur. !!¡¡1fp.
Cf. conment to A 59. !!Ê9-lf. Cf. oonnent to ¡' 60. æ,
f2. Cf . connent to A 61 . !l4f}. If the renclering of this
incipit ís correctr lt rnight refer to some neLanoholy

event that befell In¿nna in her oity .Aratta. Perhape¡ how-

êv€rr lt shouLal be renclered [The bonored (q,¡attaki = þþ
@), the hoLy onert (followed by the subject elernent).

!iÆJ4. Cf. co¡¡nent to A 47.

Noteg

l-. For full ttetailsr cf. I(ramer¡ 3A-2å¡ L69-L76¡ aÌrd.

EaIIor $qglz t67-t76. Note¡ toor that to Jutlge fron ite
incipitsr !$!-$L No. l-96 ie probably an Olcl Babylonían

cataloguet thue its obv. 1, tsl¡@!3, fs identicaL with
No. 28 of f (tne Philaôelphie catalogue)¡ and No. 22 of I'
(the l,ouvre catalogue), tbe begÍnnJ.ng of obv. 2 Íe tdentt-
ca1 wlth that of No. 6 of the YaLe catalogue¡ obv. 5 ls
the incipit of the gþþ of Niar¡¡ta published. in IEEJ pp.

100-101¡ obv. { ie probably the inctpit of the [nonkeyrt

letter (cf. Feilhil All, @ pp. LZO-LZJ)I

obv. 6 ie ld.entical with No. L7 of the Yale catalogue¡
obv. Ll nay be iitentical nith the inctpit of the Ninr¡rta
h¡rnn sEs! JJ¡ rev. 8¡ that nay be restored to reaô gå[L
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g]¿=g Ls itl.entÍcal nÍth No. 70 of P ancl No. 54 of L¡ rev.
9 nay perhaps be reetoredl to reatl Þur(J)-år¡n-nar which
woultl nake 1t ttlentical with incipit of the Nid.aba h¡rnn

publiehed by ReÍsnan in p.
10rff. Note¡ too¡ that IIEUI VI Nos. 197 antt 1!B rnay turn
out to be Oldl Sabylonian cataloguêsr and, if so¡ the nu^n-

ber of kaom OId. Babylonian lnclpíts r.¡oultl be approxinate-
Iy 200.

2. The rtgeflstr in this rubric are no doubt Inanna a¡rd.

NinÉuburr as ls evid.ent fron the fact that at least 22 ot
the incipits in A¡ are itlentícel with those fn Br where

they are clesJ.gnated as ttgË@ of Inannarf and. t,þlggEg

of Nlnðubur¡ttand eB may be gleanetl f:ro¡n the neaning antl.

iupllcation of the more intellÍgib1e lncipits that a¡e not
repeated. in B. tr'or bibliographical referenceg relevant to

J. Thts ie a reagonabl¡ surmiee Íf it Íg agsìlmect that
the scrr.be preparÍng the catalogue was recorclÍng the con-
tentg of 9 tabLets arranged conveniently one text to the
other (but see following note).

4, Tf¡ as surmÍsedr all the tabLets r¡ere of the eême

size¡ it woulcl have to be essunecl that eo g. the 4 Í.rEenna

inscribed on tablet J.¡ Ìrete ee long as the 15 EËgEgå of
tablet 6¡ which fs a blt inored.ibLe þut not lnpoesÍblc¡
a good. exa,nple of the type of tablet oataloguecl by our
ecrLbe is the unpublÍshect Bli[ 96927 r a faLr].y weLlpreserved
tebl-et of (probably) 6 coLunns¡ r¡hoge coLophon reads:

J fr-ãèn-ra-diãln¡r
2 fr-Ëèn-r.-duo"o
4 l¡-ðè¡n-na-dnin-1fl

dJ lr-óè¡o-¡¡E--en-ki

12 fr-Ëè¡n-na-tlingir-re-e-ne
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5. Theee oonEist of 11 that are repeated. twÍoe (of. Gom-

nent to lines L¡ 4¡ 61 7, Br 9, LOr 29r 70¡ 74t 41) and.2
that are repeated. I tines (cf. oo¡oment to lines J5r 17).

6. Eowever¡ the ecribc of B whor to juttge fron the
handrriting was not the sa¡¡e aB the scribe of A¡ faiLetl to
intlicate the nr¡mber of tabl-etg on r¡hlch his 8] iråemna

were inscribed.
7. Cf. oonment to lines It 2t 4t 5t 7¡ 10r l-1r l-Zt ZLt

22t 2rr 24r 25, 14t 77t 47t 46t 47t 5Ot 5t¡ 59,601 6L.
B. Cf. co¡nment to lines L 52t 57t B 6t L7, JJ¡ aLso

probabLy Ã 76, antl B 56.

9. Cf. conment to A 61 91 10r 27t 29t 77t 19t 5Lt B 6¡
17r and perhaps 16.

10. l{ote that the first oomplex may also be rendered
ag llat heavenrl .

11. I¡Lnee 72-75 all begin wíth gçþr but to jud.ge

fron the traces that followr nonê of these correepond to
ou¡ Llne.

12. That ts glglgl for einÍlarly sounding la,nent worclsr

cf. @r not-e lJ.
1J. [hat is g!g¡! (ttre tnptication ancl connotatlon

of -g! rtdistantil Ín this complex is rathe¡ a,ubiguous).
1{. lrhe slgn read. -þ4 *" of course be read -À4t

whl1e .æ may mean ilcontentionrr.

15. The text of thie poorly presenred ÞÞg, consists
of e la,nent by Inan¡¡a for the tlestructlon of the Earura

antl the tleath of her hueband.

16. Note that Íf ao scribal error is Lnvolved.r the v¿-
rlant Ln B 6J seemE to say: rrBhe thlng¡ I¡ l.rl

Lf. The text of tble oonpositíon of 49 lines begJ.ns

wlth an address by the poet to Inanna¡ followecl by a 1a-
ment of the god.dese fo¡ her d.estroyetl city aud temple.
Note that the phrase .Ë@l;g!g¡$, also ocouta êB & re-
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frein in the rrlanentation Over the DestructÍon of llrn (fine
ttJ'ff.) as part of an ¿dd.rese by the poet to the god.d.ess

Ningall its renclerl-ngi is uncertaln¡ eepecialLy because of
the aobiguous g¡{þ that nay be translated. as rrholro rather
than as rrl-ike waterl and, the grannatically anonalous @r
ancl it roay turn out that the neaning of the phrase appro-
ximates rrhon have you resigned your hearttrr

18. For a tentative sketch of its contents¡ cf. 3A_Ø,t
26¡ for the obecute @, cf. laet Alster¡
Dt¡muzirg Lreeq pp. B7-88¡ conment to lines L5-L6.

-¡

19. Thie incipít¡ like that in line 9¡ ie identical
with a refrain in the rrLamentation ûr¡er the DeetructLon of
IIr" (line ttJ,ît.).

20. This ðifficult text consists of a lament by Inarura
concerned. especially with the ileath of her husband Dr,uuzí.

2L. Cf. .9,g,. @& Nos, 22-24.
22. This tLifficult text begins with the excla¡oatory

introcluctory lines ty¡rical of D¡nuzi texts¡ and continues
¡¡lth what Beems to be a soliloquy by (probably) Dumuzi¡

the nain thene of r¡hich concerns the tlrinking of water
(ttre tast lines speak also of the eating of footl)¡ perhaps

d.uring hie forcetl journey to the Nether hforltl ae a captive
of the .æfþ.

21, Cf. conment to line 26.

24, T}:.e rendering of this íncipit is dlfficult because

of the anbiguity of the root and gra-rnetical structure of
!S.

25. cf. laet Jacobsen¡ @!91: 47Br note 16.

26. Ehe neening of virtuaLLy every r¡ord in this Íncipit
ie arablguous: it is uncertaLn to who¡o the introd.uctory !\
refers to¡ .ëÈJIe, seems to be an inexpllcable genitive,
na-á¡o-ir-ra (variant na-án-Ln-ra) seens to be the sa^me

verbal forn as that renderetl by Jacobsen tn PAPS 107t 477t
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note 10r ae a negati.ver and by Kreoher in IISA0 pp. 10d-105

as a poeLtive (but note that in our incipit tt is not pre-

cerled. by !$l of. also conment to 3 6 antt note 15).

27. Cf, perhapa fr-ra a-åe-ir-ra in E 5, i 50 which

ie¡ howeverr deeignatecl' ag e lglgg of Inanna.

28. Thle partially preserved iråe¡n¡na seenB to conslst

alnost entlreLy of a lament by Inarura for eome calanity
that had befallen her city and. tenpler but Íte structure
and contentg are obgcure.

29. cf. Kraner¡ PP. Lz1-lro'

,0. Cf. linee 95-97 of @!!@l a cLog watohlng

ovet lh¡muzirs sheepfold. íe also mentionecl in the gtill un-

publlsheô nu 96692.

1:-. 0n1y a few lines of this irÉenma ale preservecl and

these point to its being a la.ment by Inanna for her tenple

in Sippar.

12. Cf . Il¡echerr S! P. 21'

JJ. rhe kure.arra plays a role in the revLval of Inaru¡a

in the Nether llorlclr and. in her cuLt Ín srechr cf. llhe

Marriaee Rite p. 157r note 28.

J4. Noter toor that é-a-akkil is the name of NÍnãubr:¡rs

tenple¡ cf. Siöberg anð Berguannr !3g¿!a$g pp. 97-98

for detalls.
J5. Note that rev. 6 0f this text íe no d.oubt to be ¡e-

sto¡eô to read: ![r-Ëèn-na-dinanna-ka¡]. For the reatling

of obv. Z9 þbe first lÍne of the coposition) 2 cf . I(¡eche¡r

ESAO p. 104r but note that the verbal form shoultt probably

be reetored to read: na-én-Ln-[g], not ryÍ4:[rr-ra]
(cf. conment to line 75 and' note 26).

,6. 1¡¡e incipit tlllutrnkl nigin-ù is no cloubt iclentical
utth the lncipit d.llnunkl nisln-na that is listed four
tinee in S 51 (c1, & p. 2J¡ r.lote 2)¡ af . also llhureau-

DangÍnr @ PP. 5ç5r.r note 21.
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J7. The eecond -ke,4- Eeems to be an error for -¡¿¡!-r
but this euperficial surnLse nay turn out to be exroneous.
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