
NORDIC SOUTH ASIA CONFERENCE 1980

the ain of the Nordic South Asia conference held in Helsinki, June

10-12, 1980, was Èo coordinate and stimulate research and higher education

concerning South Asia in the field of humanities and social sciences in
the Nordic countries. South Asia was in Èhis connection defined a8 con-

sisting primarily of India, Pakistan, Bangla Desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and

Bhutan. The di.sciplines covered languages, literature, folklore, reli-
gÍon, archaeology, art, naterial culture and eÈhnography, history, soci'o-

1ogy, economy, and developroent research. The conference was initiated
and, jointly with the Finnish Ministry of Education' sPor¡sored by the

Scandinavian Ineticute of Asian Studies (SIAS), Copenhagen. For the

SIAS, thie ¡¡as a first experiment to test the feasibiliÈy and effects of
such multidieciplinary conferences covering one of the major areas of

Asia.

The SIAS contåcted the Departnent of Asian and African Studies of the

University of Helsinki in December 1978, asking whether it would be will-
ing to organize the conference in Finland. The auggestion was warmLy

welcomed, also by the Finnish Ministry of Educatio¡ and several other de-

partænts of the University of Helsinki. An organizing comittee con-

sist,ing of the following peraona was accordingly forned in the epring of
1979: Professor Pentti Aalto (chairnan), Professor Jussi Aro, Mr. Harry

Halén, Lic.Phil., Mr. Juho Hinkkanen, M.Pol., Professor emeritus Aulie J.
Joki, Docent Asko Parpola (vice chairman)rand Professor Juha Pentikäinen.

l{r. Kalevi Tainio wae ernployed as Èhe Becretary of the organizing com-

nittee. The SIAS aleo comissioned a nenber of its staff, Mre. Iæena

Höekuldsson, Lo aasist the comittee during the conference days, when

Mrs.IrvaHellnsn and MrB. Pia Saarinen aleo served as conference hostesses.

The lecture troor¡8, io Porthania and in the adnÍnietrative building, were

placed at Èhe disposal of the conference by the Univereity of tleleinki.
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In May 1979 and in January and March 1980, the organizing comittee
sent circulars concerning the conference to about 250 addressees (both

individual scholars and research institutions) in Denmark, Finland, Ice-
Iand, Norway and Sweden. They were invited to participate at the con-

ference and to hold 15 or 30 minute reports on their current research,
whether completed or in progress. Suggeetions concerning the planning

of Nordic collaboration ¡rere also welcomed, and the recipients were asked

to check the list of adreesees for poesible oniseions. Ân announcement

of the conference was also sent to the informatíon bulletine of the Nordic

universities.

A prelininary list of parËicipants and papers was senÈ out in the second

circular, and suppleroented in the third. On the basie of a questionnaire,
Èhe organizing conmittee prepared a catalotue of the participants, record-
ing among other things their addressee and principal publications in the
field of South Asian studies, as r¡ell as sumaries of the papers to be

read. This catalogue comprising 108 names (including aleo those ¡rho were

later forsed to cancel their participation) r¡as distributed, along with
other conference rnaterial, to the eighty participants who registered
themselves pereonally at the beginnÍng of the conference.

The conference vras opened by t,he Minister of EducatÍon. Þlr. Kalevi Kivistö
In híe opening addre6s, Ì,1r. Kivistö referred to the steadily growing

importance of Asia, and the resulting need for nore research and

infornation concerning this continent, which already houses more than half
of nankind. The usefulness of Nordic cooperation in this field was widely
recognized already in the 1960ts when the SIAS r¡as founded. Dealing with
the current problens in this field, Mr. Kivistö particularly hoped Ëhat

Asian studies in Finland, which are at present in a critical situation,
could be strengthened so as to reach the level in other Nordic coun-

tries. Mr. Kivietöts opening address is reproduced in it.s entirety, in
Swedish, as delivered, in appendix I below.

The progran of the conference nas presented by the chairman of the
organizating comrittee, Professor pentti Aalto. Extracts fron his addrees
are given below:

f{e I{eBterners comnonly seem to regard as rrprÍrnitivett or t'underdeveLopedtt
other people who do not live in the same nay as we do. And then r.re set
out civillzing and developing then. In this vein, Ch.R. Lanman once
pointed out that nhile the chinese visited rndia to learn, rhe men from
the rrest nent there to teâch.
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Horrever, even âmong rhe latter chere ltere some men who understood that
they had âr firsr to acquaint themselves with che achievements of the
Indian civitizacion before rhey could carry ouL cheir original tasks.
this acquaintance proved ¡¡þsÈ fruitful for our onn Western civili.zation.
The study of Indian laws led Sir llilliaur Jones Lo gain a fundamenral
insight into the Indo-European linguistic affinity, and this led ro the
evolution of modern linguistics.

Not a1l Sir Williamrs prophecies turned out to be true. In L787 he
r.rrote to Charles ttilkins: ttYou are Èhe firse European that ever under-
stood Sanskrit and wil.1, possibly, be Èhe last." Îhe first professorship
for Sanskrit in continental Europe was established in Paris in 1815. Even
at Hel-sinki University, Sanskrit was taught as early as in 1835. ForÈy
years later, in 1875, the first Professor Extraordinarius of the subjecÈ
was appointed, though to the great displeasure of August Ahlqvist, the
Professor of Finnish, who tremendously opposed both the pereon in
quesÈion and the subject. According to Ahlquist, a lecturer would have
been quite sufficient for a subjecÈ r.¡hich in Sweden had no acadenic
representatÍve at all.

l{har would Ahlquist say today, in this hall of his universiry, where Èhe
conmon interest in South Asian studies has brought together so nåny
Nordic schoLars that the conference has to work in four parallel eections?
It would, of course, be ideal if every parÈicipant had the opportunity
of liseening to every paper read by his colleagues. Thia is now impossible.
Some topics of ¡nore general interest will, however, be dealt vith in
plenary sessions, r¡hich l¡i11 also plan internordic col.Laboration.

Professor AalÈo r¡elconed the participants to ltelsinki, hoping that they

would enjoy their stay in spite of the heat wave. The weather reminded

him of Pri¡ne ìlinisÈer Janaharlal Nehrurs surutr¿¡ry of his feelings on

Helsinki r¡hen visiting it years ago: "Nice place but terribly hot!rl

In coqnecÈion r.¡ith rhe opening cerenony, a si.lver nedal of the University
of Helsinki was awarded to Pentt.i Aalto, who since 1958 as a Professor
Extraordinarius had occupied the chair of Sanskrit and ComparaÈive Indo-
European linguistics at Ëhe Universicy of Helsinki, where he had also
taken care for several years of the chair of Altaic Philology. In the

absence of the Rector of the UniversiÈy, Professor Jussi Aro addressed

his non retiring colleague wiÈh the following words:

All of us present here know you, Professor AalÈo, as a scholar wifh
an exceptionally nide field of interests. You started your career as
a classical scholar, taking your doctoraÈe in the fiel.d of Latin syntax.
But you were also quite early a studerit of G.J. RåmsÈedt, the renovrned
Altaic scholar, and it is nore or less in his fooÈsteps that you have
made your own career. Althoughyour research work has not included ¡ruch
actual. travelling, it could nevertheless be described as a kind of
travelling adventure. You have penetrated the jungle of SanskriÈ studie6,
climbed the Hinâlayan heights of the Tibetan language, and roaned the
endless steppes of Central Asia in connection rdth your llongoLian and
lurkic studies. All the while you never lost touch r¿ith your country,
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for you have also made pioneering work in the history of Finnish Oriental
studiee. In recognition of your scholarly úerits and long years of
Èeaching activity, the Rector of the University has decided co anârd
you this medal Èhat I now have Èhe honour of handing over to you.

Professor Jussi Aro (left) addressing Professor Pentti Aalto (right)

The actual program l¡as initiated with the fil¡n produced in 1975 by

Frits Staal and Robert Gardner, "The AlËar of Firerr. This fil¡n is one

of the results of an inÈernational project of preserving the 3000 years

old Vedic ritual traditiong of Kerala in South India. The fiLn vras then con-

mented upon by Professor J.C. Hee6t,erman, of the Univereity of Leiden,
Netherlands, who in his inaugural lecture, entitled 'rVeda and Societyrr,
dealt more generalÌy rith the place of the Vedic ritual in the Indian
society, including the situation today. Professor l{eesterDanrs lecture
is publiehed in this volr¡me along with 24 other påpera, whose authors
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made u6e of the opportunity for publication offered to all participancs

of the conference. Mr. Michael Vollar,8.A., (Engtish) and Dr. Dieter
Assmsnn (Ceruan) are reoponeible for checking the language of Èhe volune,
and llrs. Saina Imonen for the cyping.

The second dayte plenary lectures t ere devoÈed to traditional Indian
handicrafts. Profegsor Adalbert J. Gail of the Free Univereity of
I,lest Berlln reed a paper on "Indian crafÈsmen through the agee" (to be

pubLished in a voluoe on "ArtÍsans & craftsmen in oriental eoeietiestt
edited by Profeaeor Gail). Mr. Oppi UntrachÈ, M.4., an American research

scholar residing in Porvoo, Finland, spoke on |tContemporary traditional
handicrafts of India", itluetrating their richnees with over 200

exquÍsite slides taken by hin in different parts of India.

The organizing comrittee had invited a few eminent ccholars from the

neighbouring non-Nordic counÈries to scimulate the conference with their
guest lecÈures. It was planned Èhat Èhese would deal with topics of
Ínterest to repreaentatives of the h',t¡anistic ae nell aB the social
eciences. This atcempt at bridging the gap regretÈably often felt between

these tno branches of study úras apparently not entirely successful.

Evaluating the conference in the final session, Dr. Stefan de Vylder

regretced that the inpression of South Asia ernerging from the conference

was predoninantly one of a living museum - however interesÈing in ic-
self - and not one of ân urgently important and problenacic part of
todayts v¡orld. Dr. de Vylder stated that his criticism wa6 not direcÈed

against his colleagues apecializing in hunanistic studies, r¡ho r¡ere in the

najority at the conference, and that Èhe organizers could not be blamed

for the relatively low participation of representatives from the social
sci.ences, who had been well informed of the conference. His complaint

concerned Èhe apparent ignoring of todayts cocio-econonic and political
siÈuation in South Aeia in lhe eelection of the papers to be read at the
plenary seseione.

There would have been less reagon for such a complaint had the organizing
co-ittee sueceeded in iCs aÈteqt to get Professor V.I. pavlov of
Hoscow to deliver a gueet lecture. Unfortunately he and the scholars
invited fron some other eocialist countries were unable to come. It had

been decided beforehand by the SIAS that only a handful of invitations
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could be issued outside the Nordic councries, so that the Nordic charac-
ter of the conference could be preserved. DistinguÍshed foreign gueets

who had heard abouc Èhe conference from their colleagues and had expressed

an interesÈ in participating were of courge welcome: thua we had the pleas-

ure of eeeing anong us Profeesor Dieter Sehlingloff of the Uníversity of
Munich and Dr. Jan FílipskÍ of the Oriental Institute of Prague.

l,lith theee reservations, the papers presented ac che conference nqy be

held ae representative of the current t.rends in South Asian etudies in
the Nordic countries: on accounÈ of the aine of the conference, the range

of papers to be delivered had not been linited to any specific chene. In
addition to those publiahed in Èhis volume, they conprÍzed the following:

DIEHL Anita (Lund): 'rDivine identity in Tanil Nadu: Samples for recog-
nition and analysistf

FISER lvo (Copenhagen): "The learned l¡omen of ancient India'r

GAIL Adalbert J. (füest BerIin): see above

HøJGAARD Frede (Copenhagen) ¡ rrNationsl movenenÈ in the North-I^Iest
Frontier Province of British India, 1928-1937'r

t(AllAL Matin (Gothenburg): "Textile industry in Pakistan"

MORRIS Rekha (Stockholm): frstructure and evoluÈion of the North Indian
temple"

MUNCH-PETERSEN Nils (Copenhagen): "Maldi.ves - an island stare in the
Indien Oceanrr

NYLUND Heikki (Helsinki): "The definition of r-agas according to the
syntax of notesrl

PARPoIÂ Marjatta (Helsinki): 'rThe South Asian collections of the
National Museum of Finlandtt

PERHO-NIr}|MIKOSKI UIla (Forssa) : "Indian textiles'l
PUDAS MARLOI.' El1i (Helsinki / Austin): "UraIic and Dravidianl
scHALK Peter (Gothenburg): "Indian royal ideology in lGmpuchears hiscory'r

SCITLINGLOFF Dieter (Munich): rrldentificaÈion and interpretation of the
oldest Indian painting in Ajanta, cave 10, depicting the nain events
of the life of the Buddharl

SYRJ¡NEN Seppo (Helsinki): "Islam and the loss of meaning in Pakistan"

UNTRÀCHT Oppi (Porvoo): see above

VERGHESE Matthew (Helainki): r'An exaoination of the role of agriculture
in Èhe modernization of over-populated developing countrieBrt

VYLDER Stefan de (SÈockholm): rrContradictions and disÈortions in s rural
economy: The case of Bangladeshr'
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Other participants, including those ¡rho made infornal comunications in
the sorkshops, etc.¡ Vt€t€ the following:

AALTo Pentt,i (Helsinki), cf. above
ANDERSON Anneli (Helsinki)
ARO Juesi (Helsinki), cf. above
BRANDT ltarry (Helsinki)
CI{ANDRASEKERÆ{ Saverimuttu (ttel s inki )
DIEHL Agnes (Lund)
ERONEN Jarmo (Helsinki)
FILIPSKÍ Jan (Prague), cf. above
FISCHER Werner
GLOIIINKOI.ISKI Eugeniusz (Huddinge)
JAl.¡SSON Erland (Uppaala)
HAIIMAR Urban (Uppsala)
HERLIN KARNELL Maria (Stockhol¡¡)
HIETANEN Tuula (Helsinki)
HII{ANEN Hannu (New Delhi)
HUIITALA Ari (Helsinki)
HÆLLQUIST Karl Reinhold (Lund/Copenhagen), cf. below
JOKI Aulis J. (Helsinki), cf. above
JUURIKXA Tuula (Helsinki)
KARSTEN Bo (r{elsinki)
LAHTTNEN Marri (nelsinki)
LAHTINEN Pirkko (Helsinki)
MADSEN Stig Toft (Copenhagen)
MARTTINEN Jouko (Helsinki)
t"trETTrNEN Jukka (Helsinki)
MUSTANOJA Ul1a-M. (Orimattila)
NIINII'ÍÄKI Mikael (Helsinki)
PENTIK.¡iINBN Juha (Helsinki), cf. above
PUOTTULA Kauko (Turku)
RATIA Alpo (Uppsala)
ROSBERG Tiina (Turku)
RYÎö\nJORI Helena (Tanpere)
SAVELAINEN Hannele (Helsinki)
SEPPÄIEN Jouko (Helsinki)
SIRONEN Erkki (Jyväskylä/ttelsinki)
SIRONEN Tino (Jyv¡iskylä/Helsinki)
SMIDT HANSEN Bent (Ârhus)
TBMNEN Marj a-Leena (Helsinki)
TIKIGNEN Bertil (Helsinki)
VARTIA Kaarina (Helsinki)

On each of the three days, the participanÈs assembled for one hour Èo

discuse and plan Nordic cooperation, and to l.isÈen to Professor Gail

explaining the organization of research and the forms of cooperation in
South Asían etudiee in the Federal Republic of Gernany. On l,lednesday

the confereûce vras divided into eeveral workshops dealing with specific
themes, and with the Nordic field research project "Ritual in South

Indian Societyr', The meetings on Tuesday and Thursday were held in
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plenary sessiona presided over respectively by Mr' KarI Reinhold Hae1l-

quist, Lic. Phil., and Mr. Per Sdrensen, l't'A', research fellows of the

SIAS. The resolutions reproduced in appendix II belov in their original

Swedish were unanimously passed in the final plenary session'

The culCural program of the conference included another film, "Ashanti

Sanket,r or irDietant Thunder" (1g72) by the leading Indian film director,

SaryajiÈ Ray.

On Che occasion of the conference the Helsinki City Art Museum, the Na-

tional Board of Antiquities and Historical Monuments, and the organizing

cor¡rmittee of the Nordic South Asia Conference had jointly arranged an

exhibition of approximately 400 Buddhist cult objects belonging to the

collections of the National üuseum of Finland. Most of these, including

a series of about 60 thangkas painted in the monastery of Wu-trai-shan

in Norrhwest china and bought in 1909 in Urga (ulaanbaatar) by Dr. G.J.

RanstedE and Ùlr. sakari P?ilsi, M.4., were shown to the public for the

first tirne, The artifacts were described in an illustrated trilingual

exhibition catalogue prepared by Mr. Harry Halén, Lic' Phil' The exhi'-

bition took its name from the lasÈ words of the Buddha: "0h, ye monks'

strive on¡¡ards dili8,entlylil It was open to the public in the Helsínki

City Art Museum in Meilahti manor from the lSth of April until the end

of June, 1980.

On the evening of the first conference day, the participants were Cåken

to the exhibition by water bus. The Director of the city Art Museum,

l.trs. Marja-Liisa 8e11, M.4., welcomed Èhe guests and Èhe collections

were introduced by Mrs. Pirjo Varjola, M.4., who is in charge of the

ttExotic', ethnographic collections of the National Museum of Finland.

The Finnish Ministry of Education hetd a reception Lhe next evening in

the festival rooms of Èhe Government. Here the participants could meet

representatives of the Ministry of EducaLion, the university of Helsinki,

the Department of Development Aid of the Ministry of External Affairs'

and other persons interested in South Asian studies'

The organizing coturittee wishes Co thank all persons and institutions

who in various ways have supported and helped it in its efforts.

on behalf of the organizing comtittee,

the editor.
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Appendír f: lhe openíng add.rees delíuered by the Míntaten of
Edtrcation, Iát', Kaleoi Kíuíatö

Arvoisat Etelä-Aaeian konferenssin osanoÈtajat,

itrade konferensdelÈagare t

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Der är en glädje för mig att å statsmaktens vägnar få hälsa er alla

hjärtligt välkomna till Finland och Hetsingfors och till denna konferens

Jag hoppas att konferensen blir framgångsrik och art den ytterligare
stärker det nordiska såmårbeteÈ på detta synnerligen viktiga område.

Asiens befolkning utgör för närvarande över hållften av befolkningen

i hela vär1den. Denna enorma värdsdel befinner sig nu i ett intensivt

omväxlingsskede och dess betydelse har under de senaste decennierna av-

sevärt ökaC på alla internationella verksamhetsområden, och utvecklingen

tycks fortsäcta i samrna riktning.

Det är inÈe heller mera så säkert att den västerländska kulturen skulle

vara självklarË överlägsen i Asian. Tvärtom uppskatcas högt i flere

länder beÈydelsen av def egna språkeÈ och den egna kuLturtraditionen,

som ju uÈgör några av de viktigaste synbolerna för självbestämnanderättig-

her.en. Härav följer bland annat aÈr de, som i den hårda internationella

konkurrensen önskar vara framgångsrika i sitt samarbete med länder i

Asi.en, bör nu i sin tur lära sig känna deras språk och sedvanor. Redan

av helt praktiska skäl behijver vi cill exemPel här i Norden alLt större

och mera djuptgående kännedom om främrande lålnder, deras språk, kulturer,

ekonomi, sarnhällsförhållanden med rnera.

EmellerCid har i västerländerna redan under årtusenden funniÈs ett
anral personer - en del av dem forskare - somr uten att önska sig

materiell nytta därav, varit intresserade av Asiens kulturer och

uppskattat dessa såsom föregångare. Därav beror eventuellÈ också uttrycket
ttEx orienfe luxtt. De! framgångsrika kulturarv, som Asien kan påvisa,

har en hedersplaÈs bland mänsklighetens historia och den är fortst¡ttnings-

vis en berikande faktor även i dagens läge.

I de nordiska länderna fra¡nhilvde nan i början av 1960-ta1et bland annat

beCydelsen av aÈÈ forska i språk, tradition, ekonomi och sociala för-
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hållanden i länder utanför Europa. En särskild komritté cillsattes på

nordiskc plan fär att i varje deltagarland utreda o¡¡edelbara nationella
behov härvid sant möjligheter för nordiskt samårbete på detta forsknings-
o¡nråde. EÈr betänkande - "Afro-asiatiska Btudier i Nordentt - uÈkom år
1965. DecEa skapade grunden till bland annat Centralinstitutet för
Nordisk Asienforskning, eller CINA, i Köpenhamn sanÈ Nordi€ka Afrika-
institute¡ i Uppsala.

CINA har nu fungerat i 13 år och dess årsbudget överskrider för närvarande

2 miljoner danska kronor. InstituteÈ har en omfattande och krävande

uppgift, som inrymner hela den humanisÈiska och eanhällsvetenskapliga
Aeieo-forskningen.

CINA placerades på sin t.id i Köpenhauur bland annat därför atÈ institutet
där har tillgång ti11 den betydande expertis, som Köpenhamns universitet
kan prestera i form av etE tiotal professurer och ett digert bibliotek.
0m CINAs verksamheÈ bör nämnas att den är i främsÈa rummet utåtriktad.
Enligt statuterna sÈrävar den ci11 aÈt bland annât genom stipendie-
och konferensverksamhe! koordinera, stödja och stimulera Asien-forskning
i samtliga nordiska lãnder.

Särskilt har CINAs stipendieverksamheL haft en avgörande betydelse för
nordisk Asien-forskning, trots att de medel, som stått ti11 förfogande,
inte allcid tilt sin storlek eller mängd varit i proportion med det
reella behovet.

Ett anna! probLen som ko¡¡nit fram under årens lopp har varit at.t. de

nationella forskningsresurserna inte alltid utvecklats i san¡na takr i
alla nordiska länder. Härvid har Danmark och Sverige försprång jämfört
med Norge och Finl-and.

Det bör härvid konstâteras aÈÈ rnan redan vid CINAs planeringsskede

förutsett något av den nu en aning probleuratiska sítuationen. Förutom

¿ttt stärka den samnordiska verksamheten på onrådet utgick man då också
j-från att forskningen även nationellt skulle få sin uppföljning. Så

trar också skect, åtminstone delvis, till exernpel i Norge. Där har ¡nan

av inalles 2l (tjugoen) föreslagna forskar- eller 1ärartjänster sÈifÈat
tio.

Håir i Finland står vi inför vissa svårigheter, då centrala forskarkrafÈer
nu håIler på act avgå eller har redan avgått med pension. En förstilrkning



L7

beträffande Asien- och Afrika-forskningen i Finland är uppenbartigen på-

kallad. oå Helsingfors universitet tradicionsenligt varit den läroan-
stalÈ, varvíd dylik forskning haft sitt naÈurliga säte, är det önskvärt
aÈt en vise personell och nateriell föratärkning härvid kunde åstadkon-

Das. Det beror dock på flere andra omständigheter, om dylika 
- 

i och för
sig önekvärda 

- 
förstärkningar kan förverkligas.

För närvarande förbereder man enellertid på nordiekt plan, hur det
vetenskapliga samarbetet, aon gäller utomeuropeieka lãnder, deras språk

och kulturer, borde förstärkas. Senaste aprÍ1 höll sakkunniga på onrådet

nöte i Lund. Det är därfijr önskvärt, att snarast nöjligt få taga del ¿v

konkreta förslag ti11 åt.g¿lrder för att frilmja den nationella såvil} son

nordiska forskning, aou gilller både Asien, Afrika och LaÈina¡nerika. Jag

ilr övertygad om att Nordiska ninisterrådet vill hilrvid hjälpa till så

gott det går. Jag hoppas aÈt de förslag, som aenare atillls till ninieter-
rådet, baserar sig på en enhetlighet från fälteta sida och ett reelitets-
behandlingen även finanaiellt kan omfattas av s¿l¡¡tliga nordieka länder.

En del av CINAe verksamhet har inneburit anordnande av konferenser och

s¡m.poeier. Hittills har dessa dock närmast arrangerats i Danmark och

Sverige, som härvid forekningsmässigt varit de starkaste l?tnderna i Nor-

den. Det ålr därför glädjande att denna Sydasien-konferens nu förlagts
till Finland. På detra sätt bereds för forekare på onrådet ett utoärkt
tillfälle titl att när¡are bekanta sig ned varandras verksamhet sant
planera fortsatt samarbeÈe.

Jag ber hitrvid hjärtligt få tacka för ett vålrdefulLt arbeÈe alla dem,

både nordiska. och nationella eakkunniga, som varit med on atÈ fultborda
denna konferens. Jag hoppas att den skall utoynna i fra¡qgångerika resul-
tat. Jag vil1 ytterligare titlönska konferensen alL lycka och välgång i
d€ss arbete.

Häroed ber jag förklara denna Sydaeien-konferens öppnad.

t-
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Appendio II : Reeolutíone

Îi11 Nordiska ninisterrådet
Kultur- och undervisningsminisÈrarna

Nordiska Sydasienkonferensen, som saûmanträdde i Helsingfors den 10-12

juni 1980, noÈerade med rillfredsstilllelse att undervisningsrninister

K¿levi Kivistö i sitt öppningsÈal bl.a. konstaÈerade, aÈt en förstålrkning
beträffende Aeien- och Afrika-forskningen i Finl.and uppenbarligen är

påka1lad. Då Helsingfors universitets traditionsenligt varit den lilro-
ansÈalt, där dylik forskning haft sitt naÈurliga säte, uttalade minister
Kivistö, att det ilr iinskvärt atÈ en viss personell och materiell för-
stärkning kunde vid universitetet åstadkournas. Nordiska Sydasienkonferensen

uttalar sitt stöd härför.

Konferensen utÈalar vidare, att det är önskvilrt att CINAs verksamhet

färgtãrkes.

Konferensen har också med sÈort intresse tagir del av den utomordentliga

buddhistiska utst¡lllningen och informationen gällande de betydande exotiska

samlingar som bevaras i Helsingfors samt uÈtrycker förhoppningen att dessa

kunde göras permanent tillgängliga för forskare och all¡ränheten.

Beträffande den pågående planeringen som gäIler forskoingssamarbete och

forskarutbyte nellan svenska och indiska universitet, föreslår
konfereneen att ¿lven övriga nordiska Länder skulle undersökå rnöjtigheterna

ti1l liknande intensifÍerade kontakter och samarbete med sydasiatiska
ins ti tutioner.

Deltagarna har enhä11igt konstaterat konferensens kontaktskapande och

stimulerande inverkan. På grund av derta uttrycker vi förhoppningen, aÈt

sådana nordiska Sydasienkonferenser kunde göras ti11 et.t åÈerkomrnande

evenemang.

Nordiska Sydasienkonferensen 1980 tackar CentralinsÈiÈutet for Nordisk

Asienforskning, Finska Undervisningsministeri.et, HeLsingfors Universitet,
Museiverket i Finland samt Helsingfors Stads Konstmuseun.


