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ta Nubia 1962-1963

(Prelirninary report)

by

Anr Sr¡nrärsnx

Thc coneession of thc Scandinavian Joint Expedition to Nubia

inclurtcrl approxirnately 55 kilometres on thc c¿stelt bank of the

ì{ile and cxtcnde<l from the Suttan-Idgypti¿tn bordet to the Gernai

plnin south of tlrc ilh'cacl¡'ttninhallited totvtt r¡f \i\;rtli ì[irlfa. During

thc season 1962- 19{ì:j the Expedition conctrttr¡r[ud thcir ltse¡troh oll

sites loc¿terl dnring tlre forttult' seflsolls itt thc northctn part of the

crrnccssirur (frorn thc borcler to W¿cli l[alfa, fig. t). 'fhc u'riter, to-

gcthel rvith Mr. I(nut (ldner from Norn'ay, devoted hintself to cottt-

plcting the locntion $'otk ott the stolte age sites and to the excavatioll

of some clwelling places.l Even tluring this tt'ork on the tenain it
becante clcar luln' i¡nlnetrse rvas thc nttmber of thc ploblems con-

cernitrg the stone age of tltese regiotts. 'fhus it ntight be rvorthrvhile to

I Lithic matorial tvas also collected by The Archaeological Srrvey of the

Sudan Antiquities Service (liUSII X pp, 12, 22, 28; XI pp. 16-18), Columbia

Universif,y Nul¡ian Dxpedition in Sudan (I(USII Xl pp. 70-92,96-107)'
'lhe Franco-Argcntine Ârchaeological lllission in the Sudan (l{USlf Xf p.139)'

'lhe Spanish Mission (KIJSH XI p.t87), The Museurn of Now lllexico'Columbia

tlniversity Nubian Expedition (KUSll XII pp. f 2-18) and fl¡e Univorsity

of Colorado Nubian Dxpedition (I(USH XII p. lS3-186), but the rosull,s of

l,hese investigations are not available to tho present writer.
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l)îesetìt tltc pictrtl'c rvltitrlt tlttrlt etttergcd - ltot so lllllclì ils a fill¡ll

rcsult but ratlter as a prclilttilìilr)' sketclì. 'l'his will plo\¡idc ¡t basis for

¿trt¿lnginß thc ltt¡ttet'inl altrl sr,lviug the ¡tt'oìllctlts.'l'ltc rrltolc of thrr

tììiltcriårl collerrtcrl n'ill soon lte ¡rttblisltcrl its ¡t c¿tt¡tlogtttl itt thc seriitl

lrublic¡tiotr rledicaterl to the llx¡redition; ltot ttntil tltelt t,alt tltc ¡rro-

blettts be dcfiltetl exactly for discttssioll prolxìl'.

lixr,lvations \\'ete c¿ìrric(l oUt t¡n frlttt' stontl itge sitcs belottging to

tlrroc tliÍfet'otìt lxrl¡o(ls: sitc :122 l'(ìl)reselìts tlttt palacolitltit: itge,

site 2Ð(j tlte lllicrolithic tltesolitþic ltge itnrl sites 18 antl fl$ tltl
s¡rrlV ucglithit: agc. ltr irrltlition ¿ statistic¡rl s¿ìlììplc w¡ls t¿tkclì 1l'()lìì

sites i,,!j0 ;rnrl il4tt, t ontenrpotirry to sitc 296 (rrll thc fittrls ilt alt itre¡l

it X l¡ ¡ì. \\.{,t'(ì collet'.trtrl.) Á sinlil¡tr silltìplc 1r'its tllicll ft'olttsitr-'iJó9'

tr¡tìt¡¡rp¡l.itr,1' to site ltt). nlrrl ¡urothcr fluttt thc thvclling plitt:tr ttttlt'licrl

$'ith tlrs Lrtt0t';\ otr thn ntillr (fig. l).'l'lro ¡rositiott of this sitc i¡t thrr

t,elirtir,cr stì(lltelìc{ì ri'ill lt0 tlis0rrssr.tl futtll(]'t'on. l¡irst sites 32? (Lrl-

r'¡rlIrisi¿¡l), :Ì?0 (nrcsolithirr) anrl tl9 (rlrtrl.v treolithitr) lvill lrt tlrlalt rvith

itt soltc rlctiril.

,\il¿.1P,9

'l'lte sitc t* ttr,,,¡tcrl il gootl liikltttet'l'tl to tlte citst rlf tltc I)clltlil'¡t

stittiott, ap¡rroxilltattll.V t\.o liilotttt'tl't,s frotlt thc Ni[l (coot'tl '

933 500 ¡i, 65(i 8õ0 Iì) ìtLr¡tt' tll(ì oitsteltt skr¡rc of il 150 nl. krlrg hill

risi¡g rr¡l i¡ t[r: midrlle of ir grc;rt s'arli. 'l'lte ltill is tror¡el'r-rd u'itlr r¡ttat't-

zite sl¡lls irrr{ pelrblrs (fen'icrctt s¡lrìdstono, tltc so<r¡¡lletl lil'ollstrtnru)

i¡rro¡g n lli¡lr [[erc n'¡r'e ¡rklnty of pirlitcolitltic flahes iìlttl itt'tifil(ìts iÌl

int tu'eit 2(l X 50 tlt. 'l'lte \\'ittl¡ slll'l'()ttttrlittg tlte hill lcirtls to it litt'¡{tt

plrlireolitlric site ltt2, ¡ìl)ollt t\\,o liillntettts to tltc IlSlJ, otr lt'hirrlr l)r.

\rille l,ttlto Citl't'i(xl otlt (ÌX(Ì¿lviltirtns rlttt'ittg thrl forltref scils¡¡¡¡.

'1,ltc ¡llnt:r,r fot' rrkls0r,strrch' $'irs (rlì(ls(..|l ft'ollr thc ill'eiì whcr0 thc sur-

flt,r-. filrrls \\'(,1.rì rlrtìscst,. A strr¡tll tr,rs[ pit tttittL] eiìl'li{ìr itt lorlrtittg tlte

sitp r¡\,c¿tlr,rrl so¡te sltitr¡retlgcrl flitkes ¿tlttl ill'tif¿lcts l¡'ing 'ritr sitrþr. Thc

ctìges of t.t,,, *,,afittrc finrls n'et'c its lrsrlitl stttor¡tltrltl lly lt'intl alxl s¡ttltl.

Six test pits u'ore llt¡tlc i¡t ltll, tu'o of rt'ltir,lt tt'ere cotrtplet,r,rll'rltttpt¡'

nf firrtls.'lhe obserr'¿tions lntdc orr tltc soil s'errr sintil¡tl'[or all tlrt'
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Fig.2.The schemal,ic profile of the soil ot site 322. t : the light surface sand;
2 : l,he hard pink layer of sand; g : quartzite slabs; r¡ : Cleopatra-shells.

pits (fig. 2). On the surface there rv¿rs a c. 2 cm. thick layel of light
loose sand, with pink sand underneûth to & depth of 26 cm. llc-
neatlr this, up to c. 40-46 cm. below the surface, therervere quitc
large sharp-edged quartzite slabs; and at a depth of 60 cm a very hard
layer of red sand was met. Small shells (Cleopatra) \vere encoutì-

tered betrveen a depth of 15-20 cm. ¡rnd the bottom of the layer of the
slabs; they seemed to be denscst at a tlepth ol20-26 cm. Pal¿eolithic
finds were made bctween the surface and a depth of 60 crn.; ilthc
hard bottom layer there were none.

In the flaking and preparation of the cores the Lcvallois techniclue

has been used. The striking platforms of the flakes are generally

faceted; in addition striking platforms rvith sccondary retouching
occur. Mostly the form of the striking platforrn is ch¿racteristically
curved (uen chapean de genclarmeu). The angle bettveen the striking

o
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¡rlatfot'trt anrl tlte llUlbitr *,,tf¡c{ì is ttstt¿tllv altuost 90'', ltttt in Sollìr'

(i¿lscs ¿ì u'itltL angle with nn rrnfacetctl striliing platforttr or:cuts (l10"'

l2o', lBõ", 140"), rtrrrirrding orre of tlto so-cttlletl lll¡tctrln tetlltttir¡ttc.

S¡t¡rg fl¿rlir-rs (pa¡ticuliu'lv thrlsc lr¡tlì so(iott(litt'1' tr,rtottclting) rrtiss tltrl

rvhole stt'iking ¡lltrtfontr; itt sttt,lt trascs tlttr lrttlbar ottrl is sharp ot'cttt

off ol lt¡ts btctt lrrtlliett ilt ttsr¡. lltttlttitluitl rt'ltloYal scrlllls ltìolrr ttl'etl-

ible, for the lincls itrclttded somc flaltes \\¡lìcre tho bttlll h¡ts becn fl;tt-

tcrrecl tltrottglt calefttl ltttappittg.

'l'he flitlics ilte (lllitc tlticlii bttt, t-onsidering tltc t¿s' tttltcriitl (t¡uitc

c{riìrs(ì rluaúzite, oftrrtr t,(,ngkrnerirtio), latlu,.r' thin bl¿lrles of t0r'ltltitr-

llly ¡ig¡ r¡1¿lit1' (xr¡llt. Solnetiurcs tltese blarles slrorv later¿ll Letotlclt-

ittg. 'fhc tt'irtngttlirt' flitlic rvitltout secotttlitt'y lrrtottcltitt€f sl'r'llìs ttl lrtr

\¡(ìt.v (.(lnìnlllr. 'llrrv orrcut'l'crl irt ìroth tlte uppcr itttd lorvol'pitrts ol tltrr

crrltrrlal ¡1¡1,1'¡'. 
rf 1'¡t't'itl lltLrng [,tlr'¿tllois-flirkes tt'ith rLlrsal iittrets arr'

ttstt it l ; l;ltl -f iì l'rl t¡ f t cn str'otttlat'il ¡' l'tltotlt' ltctl.

lìet¡ttr',hing tllo flalic ¡tfter it lt¡ts llcell rrttt hrrltl tlte col'c (lteLtr

tertuccl rstltlontkll'1' t'ctottcltittgrr) scclìls to bc r¡ttite l'¿ll'tÌ (Ìollsi(lcritrg tlttr

llttttìet'(lllslt('ss of tltrr fllkls' ( 131' lt rottglt ¡stilttittc r" õ lrrlt trcttt of tlte

fl¡rkts ltitd lltrelt I'ctolttrltctl tlttts.) '\lttl lvìttttt tltrl lr-rtottcltin¡1 itp¡rtlll's it

is rirther firirrt.'l'ltr' ¡rr¡¡ti¡'irtiotr of tltc cr¡t'r:s b1'te.'tottcltittg ilt:ttlvitttcr'

stltÌllts ttr ll¿tt'tl lrt.rt'rll lììrlrtr tritl't-tftllly tlottrt'
,l lrc r,r¡tcs ¡¡l.r: of rl isrrr¡irl fonrt, eitltcr rotttttlislt ot' oltlong. 'lltr-r

t.tess-s¡¡ti9tr is [rtrs-sIirpcrl ot', if tltl sttrfitcrr (tttirtt'ix) tlf tlte urigiltal

stoutr sl¡rll is visilllr.. flltt¡r orr lhc sitle of tlto fl¡rkcs. Of the ó2 t:ortts

¡rsirsutc¿ 21 n'ct't of lounrlish, ltl of oblrttg, 4 of gloltttlirl itllrl I tll

i¡rrrgrrlar.fot,¡r.'lhc llenrrtifnllv t'etottcltotl utoLtrlisrl cott"r il't fig. S lvits

¡ni(lllcÌ. N¡nrr ¡f thc r.orr.s rt'crr: r'egttlat'lt'l'ottltttl tltrr ¡tvtrtage iltdcx rlf

ctrcelttrit:it1'(tltc rirtio of tltc sltot'ter tliitlltctel'to tltc lottgcr ¡ls il pr:rl-

rrtrrttirgrr)$.trs ¡r7 f¡t,tlrrt tor¡rtlislt oncs ittttl (iO for tht rlll|rttg olìos.Srlllìr'

¡f tltcs¡ t'lttts slto\\' \'ùgtlo Se('r)lìrlitrl' trrtottt'hing rrt'\\'(litt-llì¡lllis, ill-

rli¡1ti¡1g tIirt tfucy trright lrave lle.'cn ttsctl as s(lLilpet's aft0l'tt'itrtls.

,\r:corrlittg to tltrl t'ltitt¿trrtr:t'istit fr-ratttLes refr'lltrtl trl ¡tllovc tltc

¡r¿rtg¡i¿l ¡a¡ lro grotrlrerl ittto tlitkes lt'itlt setrolltlitt'¡' tr.rtttttt:ltilrg (irl'ti-

fncts. fig.4), l'lirkrs u'itlrr|rrI it (fi!¡.3);rnd coros (lrt¡tittly tlisr:s. fig.;-r

,\nr lirrRtÃlNEli
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The Wadi Halfa Region in the Stone Age I

and 6). The flakes can be further divided according to the form and/or

handling of the striking platforms as follorvs:

1) flakes rvith striking platforms:

r) faceted;

b) str¿ight;

2) flakes with sharp striking platforms;

:l) fla.kes rvith striking platforms cut off;

4) flakcs with secondarily retouchcd striking platfortns.

The proportion of these secondarily retouched flakes to tltose with-

out any retouching does not indicate the proportion of the artifacts to

the rvaste, for it may bc supposctl rvith very gt'eat certainty that un-

retouched flakes rvere used as artif:tcts, ns usual rvith the Levalloisian.

Artifacts typical of the Mousterian (in the ltrttropean sense) cottltl

not bc found ¡rmong the iliscoveries on the site. 'l'here are some flakes

retot¡ched to points (fig. 4:a), but they ale also mct in purely Le-

valloisian environmcnts (Caton-lthompsott 1952 pl. 63:6, lifì:6, 69:1,

72:1). The flat retouching typical of the Mousterian sccms to be

lacking.

I lcvelletl site 322 up to the point of site 182, levelled by Ville Luho

17. 3. 1962.1|he height of Luho's site at thtt point \\¡itri 0. fì0.5 ttt. above

the Nile on that date. The surface of site 322 tr¡rnerl out to be 36 nt.

lowcr than that of site 182; tltus its height ott 17. 3. 1962 tt'its 44,6ltt.

ubove the Nilc. Thc bottom of tlte n'¡rdi to the north of the site w¿rs c.

-t m. belorv this.

The successiott of soil layers rvas simila.r ott sites 182 tttrl 322; bttt

the light gçrey surface sand, containing Uppel I'jal¿reolithic fot'ttts, ott

site 182 n'¿ls abse¡tt from site 329. The harcl rcd bottoln layel rvirs

n'ithout finds on the l¿rttel site, as Luho reportctt finding younger

Acheulean on thc corrcsponding horizon of site 182. On the surface of

site 322 the same Lcvalloisi¿rn tecltnirlue occurrect unmixed rvith
younger forms; thus the Upper Pal¿rcolithic h¿rd not accumulatcd on

the surface here.
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'l'he \[¡adi Halfa Region in the fitonc ,\gc 1l

f\ite 320

Thc pcriod of tlte microlithic uresolithic culture is reprcscntcd itt our

area by sites 320, 3{8 nntl 996. 'llhc first rvill be brieflv tliscussed here.

'l'he site is situaterl about 100 nt. to the e¡rst of the village of

Nag' Abil-cl-Karirn (coord. ç)+2 7r)o N, 662 350 E) on the top of trsilt
slopc sloping stceply to the Nile; the height is 15 rn. abot'e thc levcl

of the river. The silt accuniulation rvas highest here, sloping gently to

the south, north and east, too. In thc sand layet sttatifietl on the silt
thc rcmnins of the tlrvelling place were fonnd in an arcit c. I00 X 60 m.

(There 'were artifacts ¡rntl flakes of flint, ostt'ich egg-shell fragments,

Uneo-shells and partl-v fossilizcd boncs of nnirnals.) The sample rvas

trken frorn iln âreil 6 X 6 tu. at tho spot rvhcre the f inds seeured to l¡e

rlensest. All the fi¡rrls s'ere gathered to obtnin tlte nost relinble statis-

tical survcy.

The ¿rtifacts and thc fllkes rvere almost cornpletely macle of flint
(rrgate); olrly a fen' of thcm rvcrc matlc of qulrtzitc. The finds n'ere the

follorving:

f. Geometric microlitl¡s olo (aDpr.)

6l t5
'it t8
82

l7 tt,(t

3tI
2 0,5

34 8,5

| 0,25

2 0,5

56 lh
22 5,5

6 1,5

11 3

39 t0
91 (not incl.)

359

a) as fig. 7:a

0,25

b) as fig. 7:b . . .

c) as fig. 7:c , , ,

d) as fig. 7:d . . .

2. microburins ....
3. bt¡rins (fig. 7:j-k)
4. bladcs (fig. 7:Sl .,...
5. nricroporforators . ..
6. perforal,ors .......
7. triangularflakes (fig. 7:e)

8. liko 7, moro high-ridged (fig. 7:f)

9. big orescents (as l:a)
10. blade-scrapers .

11. flake-scrapers (often originally a coro)

12. cores

13. fragments of nicroliths (forms like l)
14. an oblong, pointed biface (quartzite, like Garrod 193:l

fig. B:1)

total 397 100,5
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'l'hcr irtifirct eln.inlnnulnt is ¡ruroll' uticrolitltir'. l,lrr ir klttg titt¡e ¿t

niclolitllic sul'fa('(.. sitc hirs beerr krìon'n to the noltlt of Watli IIirlfa, in
Debeira \\rcst, on thc rr'cstenr bintk of the Nile (Sandford tt Arkcll

1933 l). -19, 79). ('lutr¡tctr,rl'istic of thr ill'tif¡rct contplex of this sitrt arc

tlrrr nrunerr¡lrs turt't:kltttrlrerl blattes, col'cs of tlte t1,¡lr lrvith tu'o llttttsr,

cylintlricirl lll¡rtlc-rrr¡r+-'s, fhl<c-sclir¡tt,t's itntl thc abscncc of bttlitts.

ì[icroliths plrtl'an inconsiderablc palt; Slnclforcl tt Arkell illtlstr;ttr:s

orrl1, one crcsccnt. Thc cotnplr.x hits, srrr'¡rt'isingly cttttttgh. littlc ilt
('onlltol rviüh site Sjlo of orrLs, rvhcrc nricrolitlts (onlv rtresct'rtt-shaped

curcs lrr..rr,, too, inrlcerl) rlorrrirtlte and btuin¡4s arc comnr(lt. .{lsr¡ tht
c.rres iìro nìolc \¡lriolrs rur tlre l¡rttel site: cores rlvitlt tn'tr buttsu (lig.

?:tt), rlist's (fig. 7:o), trartsitiottitl fol'llts lrr-'ttt'etlt tltese (fig. 7:p);rlrrl
cvlirrrllicll l¡l¡rtk.'-t-.orrs. Bladcs aLe not so Lìolrnìolr: thcy rvet'c oftett

rctorrr:lrurl (blrrnttrl bnclt. fig. 7:i). A group of unletoucltcd triangulitt'

fl¡rkes st.cn¡s cxtrerrrrrly cleirt'l¡, distret'niblc (rl,cvitlkris-flitkes,l, fig. 7:t');

thcsc lrc litr,lting in tltc itt'tif¡tct ttontplex desct'ibetl b¡' Sitntlforrl tt
.\rkrll. i['ltc rlclirr¿rtc tctot¡c]ting of tlte sct'itpor (Sanrlfortl & Âl'kell

11133 pl. XLll:78) has l plrallcl on sittr:i9o (fig. 7:nr).

'l'lrc llttrins (fig. 7:.i irnrl h) t'¡ttelt tltc eyc ittttttedii'ttelr'.'l'lte t]'pes

t lre ¡rol¡'hetlrit: Irttt'in (fig. ?:,i) rìn(l curvlr[ lngle-lrttritt (fig. 7:k) ¿tt'o, its

l;¡r ;rs I l{rro\\', r'irrt irr the '\fricnn linrls. Altlrough big Ìlttrilts ¿lt
lar,king irr tlrr. inrlrrstn'of Sel¡ili;rn III on its cpc,rnymc site, tltel'rttt
fr¡ltrlrl t'ollnlctctl s'itll this tct'hnir¡rc lrot so f¿tt'fi'oni Sébil (\¡igrrirrrl

lll5ir c); tlrc Lcark r is ¡rlso lcfcrlcrl to the brtrirt com¡rlex on tltc sitc of

Ohirnr¡r de lSlglssc, N¿g llantadi, LIp¡rer ll¡¡vpt (Vignard 1957).

Vigrraltl r:olul{lrts t,his lirttrrl technitluc n'ith tltc lìuro¡reatt rPt'otouta;¡-

rl:rlcliirnr. In the (iir¡rsiirrr of N'Ia¡¡hreb and in thc microìithic crtltttres r¡f

(lyreniricir thc big lnrrins belong to tlur nrtifact enviroÌnt¡ent (Alilten

1957 pp. i-r3,57, lì(ì, 7l-r lnrì l\lcl3ulrrel, 1960 pp. 193, 197,202).

Sunrlforrl ct Alkcll cottclatcs tltc sitr of l)ebeira West rvith Vig-

lu¿u'rl's Seìrili¿u III (lt)33 p. 49), altd to tltis s¡rtne courplex belong the

sites of orrl telritor'1', too. The diflelenrres bcttt'eett I)elleira \\'ust ancl

orrr sitc rrr;r¡' lrc tltte to the follln,irtg: f)ebcira Wcst is probabl-v it

flaking floor r¡f flilrt irnd. the al'tifitcts \vere gathered frrtnt it r¡ttitc



'l'he \\¡arli llalfa lìegion in the Slune .\ge t:t

,Frg,8, Sitc 89, frorn thc SI¡). To the light of tltt¡ c¡r tlte rocl<.v sr¡rfaces rvith
rock-carvings; bcneal.h thent t.he oxcavation arca. To t,lte right (tnarkcd with x)

the area of Lhc unrnixerì qrrar.lzil,e technique (cf. tho lext).

laLge arel, \\,h¡le tho sitcs in ourl'rlgiorì ¿rro prcsunr¿rblv cortrise rhvell-

ittg plur'.r,.s. F'rt¡ltt lrtotltcr ¡roint of vierv, it tccllttir¡ttc (luitc corrcs-

¡rorrtletrt to th¡rt of I)elleirir West is descrilietl ll\, S¿'tudford di Arl<ell

(19:13 ¡4r.49, flo) frorn I)lr¿ru, Edfu (L'lplrer Egvpt), (ì.:loo lin. to
tlre NII from l)cllcil'ir; thus this kinrJ of ttch¡lirltte cottlrl lt¿tr,e ltatl ¿t

$'irlr itnr[ cotuDirct distribr¡tion along thr, Nik,.

Nik, .99

Site fì9 is sitr¡atcd in thc rlcsert (ì. 4 lmr. frout tlte vill¿ge of Nag'

ììtrtir'llibirki on the Nile (coord. 928 500 N, 6l'16 425 lt)); it is at the foot

of l steep-slopcd rocky hill (fig. s). Thc rhvclling plat:c is situatccl (about

183 nr. above sea{evcl) on ¿r lol riclge extending fronr the hill straight
to the SE ¿urd limiterl at the nolth ¿rud south by two branches of ¿r

great u'arli. Liìl'ge $iìndstrlne llkrcks have fallen from the slope of the

hill, leilving evßn sutfa(Ìes on the slopc. Rock calviugs c¿ru be cletrl.v

rlistingrrislrcd on tlresc threc sulfaccs ¡ìnd on thc r,crtir:al srlrface of tlte
greatest fallcn block.

llcneath these walls, on the surfâce ¿t the foot of thc ltill, there

were plenty r-rf quartzite flakes (as a mle unretouchcrl), flitrt flakes,

altif¿rcts änd sorne t:er¿rnric shertls. Tlre alea of the sulface finds rv¿s

dividetl irrto squares, 6'X 5 m., and the finds rvere gttltered sepa-
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ratel¡r fron r-'¡rch of the squttros. Itì this atea thl'r'e \Yrìr'e &lso plentl' of

n¿tural quartzite ¡reltbles, bttt tlrrtside it they \ttre ftlrver. A 5ln'
lurlad anrt ì3 nt. long sltnkt rvas ext¡tvattld bentrath tlte large lrrosrr

block; tlte surfitcc situtl s'¡ts removecl l9 trr. fttt'tlter'. Thc soil in thtr

\Tholc iu'rì¡r n'as pittk siuld iìc(ftltttul¿ìtfd ìty rvind; ott tltc sutfacc

there rvas ¿r i-¡ cln. thicrk loosc lttl't't' of grel' sand. Tlte bottont of thc

excirvation, at a dcpth of 0,5 ttt. consisted of sandstonc rtlck.

'lhere are no tlualtzite flttkes among the tliscot'eries in the hard

sand layer. This has an intltortattt stratigraphit:al significancc. 'l'hc

technit¡ue has t..itltel'lteen rrorlcd front tlte upper parts of the cultural

liryer or has lain oll tlrt srrrf¿rce sincc man left it there. Its tronrlectiorr

with tlle stttfitcc finds t'inlltot be dctcrntincrl ¡ttrcutately, bttt in itrtl'
t¿rsc it is celtirirrl¡' not olÌrr tltnll the finds ft'om tlte cttltulal laycr. ,\

small r¡uirt'tzitc slub, ft'ont tllc ctlge of tlhiclt nlicrofli¡kes had beell cttt,

is the r¡nlv pir-rce rrorrrrlrting thc r¡ulrzite intlttstr¡' rvitlt th¡rt of tltc

r:rrltr¡ral lal'cr. il'lrc sl¡rll c¡rrrrc fr¡rnr nc¡u'l'lterc the li¡¡lrt stlrf¡trrrr santl

fr¡nnrl cout¿rct rvith tltt h¡trtl s¡ttttl.

thc finds tnade unrlct'tl¡e sttrf¿ttro \r'trc llot s<l lbultdant, but they

nevelthclcss ut¡rtlr tletcLnrituttiott of the age of the chvclling plartrr

¡lossiltftt. 'l'llttrc wele ttot onll' flint irrtifacts and flakrls llut cetamics

(the so-called I)otterl \Áravy l,itte), stotte irrtifacts (grindstones and

po¡trtlet's of r¡ulrtzitc iurrl sandstrne), souttl remains of flora (littherr-

like pllnts anrl scctls, tvhi¡rlt prubably belotrgcrl to the footl stl¡rply of

thc rìtlcllers), flagtnents of ostrit:h egg-shclls ¡nltì one (iorbicula-slrell.

'lhc latter fittds ¡rtuvcrI tltirt tlte tlu'clling plitce ltls beetr inhirbitcrl

duritrg ¿r moistr-,r ittttt lttotc fitvottt'¡tllle tllitnatic period.

'lhe ccramics l¡¡11'ç1 llest ¡raraìlels irtru¡tg thosc of the Khaltottttt

Nlesolithic (:Ìlarly Iihirrtoum) anrl lihirltouut Ncolithic ttttltttt'es,

rvlrich n'ele studierl lr1' År'ktrll (Arkcll l9.rg b ¡rl. Zr and p. rì'1, lt)õ3 pl'

il8:3 unrl ¡r1r.7, titl, l()1, itnrl 19ó9 pl. Xll:ir-d;trf. also Arktll 1949rt p.

44 anrl otto lfl6iJ pl.\X:l). As rcgtrt'rls thc flint intlttstr¡', onc shottltl

ttlcntir¡tl peltbkr-cot'r's ittttl rlttitc trlttttts)' bliltle-cotrls, it tlott¡rlr of nlic-

roli[hs (tLost.t'ttts, ('ontl). fig. 7:¡r), wltir'lt itlso bclc¡llg to thc itrtifact

tssernblagr. of tlrc lilurltouur lUesolithic ¡ttttl tlte l(hal'totttlt Nrrolithit;
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(lultrucs, itnrl ilt palticuläl'flat flakc-col'tls with flakes ctrt ft'otlr both

surfaccs (i¡s i\limen l9õ7 fig. ?tl:21). (-)nc tliscoid core (flint) was

forrnd olt tho sut'facr.. '\ rctnalk¡tllle feratttre is the absencc of lrticto-

blltles ¿rnd cleal blirtles on thc rvhol'.
on site 89 Nc arc dealing rvith trvo tlttly separrtte bttt plobabll'

t otrternpotitr.y tecþniclttcs (flint - tluartzite). This becol¡res evident

frr¡tn ttvo facts: qualtzite flakcs rvere fouttd only on tlte snrfatle of the

sitc; tnrl si¡rilar fltkes oceurred in nbrurrìi'ruce, but cotupletelv isolatetl,

c. 100 lt. to the c¿tst of tlre clwclling plitct', also olt tltrr sttrface (fig. I'
Iuatkecl trith x). Ilerc tltele rvet'e also nittttt¿tl r¡ttartzite pebbles as

rttr' tuatcrial.

'l'he excavation of site 89 rcve¿rlecl no finds tltat cottltl connect the

Lr¡¡l¡- ctrr.vings ,tlitlt t[e drvelling place. All that can be said is that all

the arch¡reological finds beneath thc cilrvings bclongetl to the earll'

neolithir: (ìultllrL'. Finds intlicating sottlc later period of orxrupation did

rrnt occur. l{o altother ttcolithic du'elling place situatcrl so ¡¡t'eat a

distance from tlte Nile is knorvn in out'telritorl', and thus it rvoultt be a

rointritlence if sonte at least of the cawings rvete not from tlte

sanrc pet'iod as tltc tln'ellittg placc. Sotne of these engr¿ìvings most

probabl,v origin¡rtc in the tintes of thc (l-group people (Sär'e-Söder-

bergh 19rì9 p. tl4), but rliffereltt calving st1'les can be rlistingrrished

in tltcnr.

Site 89 {oes llot itlrttg tcprescnt its tttltural pe¡iotl. 'lhe snntr,, gt'oltp

rrinr inclucle not ottl1,sites 18 ¿tnd 352 bttt many fllking floors of flint
in T)ebeir.a antl Scrt'a iutd also thc cetillnic discoverf in l{otlr Sithaìrir.

On thc l'estent b¡rnk of the Nile o¡rposite Kom Sahall¿ I t.rntrounteLecl

a flint te¡ltttir¡tre (luitc colttpiìr'abltr to tfiat of site 89, toget[el rvith

Dottarl \Vavv l,ine cetantics.

,Srr lr ¡r r.rll¿¿r i n'ltor I unt.sitc.s a rtrl seltar nt e I ind s.

The rvide ch¡rnolugical gaps þetweett the sitcs discussetl ¿ìbo\¡e (litll

lre filled at leflst pilúly rvith the mittet'ial from site 182, the onll'

str.;ttifierl site in ottr rcgion, and nith solllo slllf¿ìcc fintls. Several of

tlr
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tltc litttrrl' sttttlierl lll tlrr- rvt'itrL cle¿t'lv irrrlirr¿rtcd ¿r llrixturrt of in-
tlt¡stries of tlo or nl(ìl'(l cultuÌal pet'iorls. ltut cctt¡rin lrontoge¡¡ous sifcg

:tlso or:cul'.

'llhc quartzitt-using lllarle cultnrc relrr(-,sent(.d lty sites iì4 (Solccki

otc. lgtiil I).tì6 intd fig. tì),81, tl2, lliti alrd 341 belongs to thc loc¿rl

U¡r1ter Pitliteolitltic. Stlltigla¡rhicalll' this tnltule c¿ur hc distinguisherl
fl'otn the Lct,¿tlloisi;ut o¡t sitr-r 182 (Sär,r:-Siirlt,rbr.r'gh t96ll ¡r. ir0).

'l'he itrrlustly of this ¡rhlse is ohar¿cterizerl hy thc abuntl¡rnt ltli¡dc

tlotttplex, tvherc the ratltel coarselv ¡relforrrrctl l¿ttelirl rtltouchitrg is

getternl (fig.9). I(nives, scL¿1¡¡src irnrl pcrfolator,s lxrk¡ll!{ to the as-

st'ltthlilgtr, as tlo sottte btttitts, although dottlll;fttl.'l'ltc col'trs at'e ¿ìs ¡t

lulc lnitrol discs, llrt fl;rkes n ith faceterl stliking lrlatforrns iìr'e r:u.(.,

tltottgh they rlo (lccur, too. The blatles havc str.aight stliking ¡rlat-
forms; it is impossiblc to detelmine tvhat kiurl of col'es thel' 11.0..

t¿rkert frorrr on thc ltasis of the ur¿rtr:riitl from these sites. 'l'his industlr.

- n'lrich, as fal'as I knorl, ftlr tlre present, h¿rs no ¡lrr,x,ise parallel - is

tt¡r to tìott'the r¡llt'o¡re to lre titlien into cr-rnsidet'¡rtion in searching lor
the local environnrr,.nt influcncccl llY the :\trti;ul culture, rvhich is

rliscussetl fulther on (p. 27).

A l'ofel'ence is ntittlc trr the luitlclle str'¡rtunr of l)r'. (lhieltrclclvski's sitc
I)I\\LB ott thc rlcstlt'n b¿utli oI tlrr'ì{ilc olrpositl liolrr S¡rh¿llla (\\¡ell-

tùrl'f etr,. ltfri{ lt. 1f;).

( )llc ttltirlttt sitc is situatcrl c. liJo ttt. itllot'r thc sr'ir-L'vrl in l)elxrir¡r.
iu tlte e¡rst yicinity of thc 'r'ill¿rge of Nag' el-l,eithi; it lì¿s lro rron-

cr-rssior nulìll)er (being ur¿rlkerl on the map, fig. l, n'ith the lcttrr r\).
The m¡rtr.,rial fronr this rhvelling pl:rcrr (fig. l0) cousists exclusivclY

of snlall-sizcd fl¿rkes of flint ud r¡ualtzitc, sorìrc iu Lr:r'allois frorrr,

solrte ilt liurtlrnr forms. 'l'hcsc oftett lt;r\.c Nc¿ìl-lrr¿l.lis, ¿uttl alllrost
cvcrv flint fllke has plesetverd the rn:úrix of the oliginal agatc lrebblrr
(fig. 10: tl-c). Thc last-mr:lrtiolrccl flnkcs hitvc lrecn tlt'liver.etl flonl
siur¡rlc pcbblc-colc,s rvithout itnl¡ pÌcp¿ìr¿ì[ion beforc flaking (fig. l0: g);

tltrsc corcs wete cotnlnol.r ¡uìLong the finrls. The Lr:v¿llris flakcs (fig.
l0: it-c), agaitt, I)t'estlpptisr the existclrcc of cores t'{rtr¡¡al,ntt llcfoLc-
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Frg. 9. Site 82, quartzite
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I'ig. 10. Site Del¡eira A, flint (except b: quartzitc).

hand, althouglì these did not turn up iuìtong the tliscoveries. It is
cluite rernarkable that secondary retouching clid not occur except in
one ¿lrtiflct type, the so-calletl lüousteroid point (fig. lO:c), rvhich rvas

found frccluently.

In connerrtion n ith this technirlue the rcacter is refelred to the
researches carlied out by G. Caton-1I'honrpson in the Kharg¿r Oasis not
too fal frorn our telritorl'. The site discussecl above might rvell bc
compared with her Bellaida KO 5 B ancl KO lt¡ sitcs (0aton-Thomp-
son 1952 pp. 151, 167), which (-laton-Thompson naned epi-Le-
valloisian on the basis of typology and placed chronologically betrveen
the Atelian and microlithic mesolithic cpoch. The oeeurrence of the

o

d
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e f
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lloustel.oitl point ltls beclt tt6tefl in lathtrt' Yotlllll itt'tif¡ttrt trlll'it¡ll-

nìouts (Alime¡ 1957 p. lfrl), sg thlt these do llrtt b1'an1'neatls r¡ffrrl

the possibilitt' of tlltilgr.
Ålrother fixing point is gfferetl by t[e studies of ll]rl. \¡igttitrtl itt

l(onr Ombo (lJurg el ìfakhazin), Egypt (\¡ignard l95ir it ¡r. .137).

(lertain ¡rhar¿cteristic featttres connect ollr site '\ lvith his llileittt I

(: Scbilialr I): the clear I¡evallois tccltnir¡tle, thc ilscetic ntilieu of the

altifacts, thc linrit¿rtion of the secondary retottching to the llotrsteroid

pgint (\¡ignard tg¡-'¡¡ a fig. 2:-1-8) lntl the sitn¡rltl unrctoucltetl tri¡rn-

gular flakc ¡toittts. 'l'he nt¿rin diffct'ences arc t\ro: itt tlte ritrv nl¿ttel'ial

(quattzit¡ ¡ntl ¡llentl' of itglte in Dclrtir¿r A, itnd nraittly dioritc i¡
l-Ìur.g el ìIakkazin)l; and ilì tlte corc c,oltt¡tl'x (both rliscs ¿lllcl c()Lt's

rrvitlt trvo butts¡r in Debeira A, and onlY clistrs in Bttrg cl Ù[irkliazin).

The last-mentionctl featttres colìllect our techttit¡ur-r rvitlt Vigttitlrl's

¡livcau lI (: -Sp¡i¡ian II), but tlte rlifferentes fronr this tcchttir¡ttr',

cspct'iallv in tlur t-vpology of trt'tifacts, are lenatkitllkr.

Fttrtfuer, in lleliopolis (E$pt) an cpi-Levalloisian site is ktlon'll to

n,hose ilttifact itsscmþlage thc so-called 'rthoppirlg tool'r is ¡ncttliar
(ùÍontet 1957 fig. 1-2). I¡ principle this forn-r itnd otlt pr:|ltl¿-cort

itte conlpitr;rble n'ith eitclt othet: the flakes cut frollt hotlt atc itlcn-

tical. The lotc tn'ith tno brrtts,r, so c(ìnlnì(ìn in Heliopoliss, ltclttlt¡{s itt

oltr colìcossign atttong the rctttttitts of thC ltext cttlttlritl ¡lltlse, tltc

urict'olithic mesolithir:.

Tlrg ds'elling pl¿rce of Dcllcir¡r ,\ has ¿t tluality of ttrcltllirlttcs sitllil¿tt'

r Nevertheless,cpi-Levalloisian Sebilian I hasbeen regarded as(ÌonteûìPotary

rvith the former half of thc \\¡i.irnrian glacial period in the Etrropean Pleistoccno

chronology (Caton-Thompson 19116 a p. I17). lf this is tnrte, the Moustoroirl

point of ilebilian I $'as of ùhe salue antiquity as its |turrlpean countorparl.
¿ Although thc question of rarv nraterial is conneoted rvith lho slone avail-

able locally, this observation is trot rvit,hout value, as in the investigation arca

of Vignard there is also flint, rvhich did not ¿t.tain approbation fìs a rarv material

until during niveau III (\tignartl 1955 a p. 443). This point will bc retrtrned ttr

later (p. 3t).
I For the distril¡ul,ion of this type cf. Itfontet 1957 p. 338. tt belongs to the

characteristics of lliddle Sebilian (Sebilian II, Caton'Thompson 1946 a p. 105).
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to that of drvelling pl¿rces tl48 iur(l tì9 (sce p. l4). 'llhc sitc obviouslv
represents ono of tltc spcciitlizations of tlte epi-Lcvallois technir¡rrc,

onc of $,hich is Vignlrrl's Scbilian l. Sallrlford spcaks about the rl,on-
er Scbilian¡r of Nrrbia (Sandford lgit+ p. Bz).

'l'here are trvo surf¿rcc sites in the Kharga ()asis (in urnm-etl-Da-
tr¿tlib ¿rnd Bellaida), s'here the nticrolithic rurmplcx (thc so-eallcrl rBe-

rlouin Microlithicu) is mixed with thr: local neolithic (rPeasant Neoli-
thio) forms (Caton-Thontpson l9ð9 ¡r. 34). r\ eor.responding situation
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cr.¡uld be obselved on sites 320 ancl 3i18 of ours. I,lele, in the very close

vicinity of the concentration of the ttticrotechnique, bttt neverthcless

unmixctl rvith it, flakes and retouched artifacts rvere found. The lithic

technique of these protluced larger folms (blades antl flakes in oc-

casional forms, fig. I I ) tlta¡r those of the microlithic tllelling places.

The cores included both small discs and the type uwith trvo butt$.

'l'hlt the nraerotechnique and the microtechnique occut'rett totally
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ù'ig. 13, Quartzite.

nnnìixcd $ith eíìch other on both sitcs makcs it evident tltat these

tcchnitlues bclong to different ages.

Thc industry cliscusscd was not centrrd irtto cortccntlations th¡rt
coulrl bo mnrkcd as sitcs on the telrain. ou thc contrury, the industry
or:cr¡rred here and therc in ottr arca, particularll'to the cast of sitc

320, in the vicinity of Kashkush and on the teu¿rin between site 348

lnd the hill of Liebel Sahaba; tlso, according to rrty ltitsty observl-

tions, to thc NC of \4,'adi llalfa. 'lhe specirnens in fig. 11 wtrrc collet:tcrl

flom rtrrar sitc 3-18.

It, shor¡ld be tnentioned that the artifacts closest to tltis technitlue

s'crc for¡nd in Kaslrkt¡sh on the rock base under an orre rnetrethick

la1'cr of silt. (The surf¿cc \\'aB c. 135 m. above tl¡esrra-lcr'el.) l',lot flr
from the pltcc ¿ur A-group ccmctcry had been dug into this silt. Be-

fore the ¿rccumulation of the silt the artifacts h¿d rollcd fi'om the

rrpper rocky terrace, the etlge of which is situated immediately to the

east of the spot.
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Fíg, 14. Quartzitc,

'lhe Expeclition's finds inclutled ¿rn interesting group of separate

fintls representin¡¡ cultural pcriods ancl influe¡rces not appearing in

thc matcrial from tlte thvelling places of the region.

In addition to the nunret'ous hand-axes of the Lorver Palaeolithic

Ohellean ancl Achculeiln types (fig. 12 and 13, the latter perhaps

representing the late cortliforrn-type in the Achcr¡lean series)r, these

r Hand-axes with a triangular cross-section, belonging to tho oarly Chellean

series, (the so-called Chalossian type) did not occur âmong our discoveries. Thoso

arc knorvn from flpper Egypt (Sandford & Ârkell {933 p. 33 and Santlford 1934

p, {10).
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scp¿ìr¿ìte finds inclurle a grou¡r of bifnr:iall¡' fl¿kcd anr[ pr.e¡raretl,
t1'pologicalllr pr()nollncerl ¿nd definite s¡rccirnens of post-,\clrcrrlc¿rn
iqe. These are r¡f fir,e forrns, illrrstlaterl in fig. l4 -l s.

Therc are foul cxarn¡rlcs of thc t¡'pe in fig. 14, trvo l_rciug frrlìr site
3g:ì. unfortunately this sil,e is mixotl: anìr,ng the discoid r:orcs arrtl
Levallois flakes rvith f¿cetecl str.il<ing ¡rlatfornrs bl¿rrìes coukl bc
distinguished rvith l¿teral rctoudring antl for¡us thnt, orr ilre rvhole,
obviously belong tri the llppel pala.eolithic. All the artif¡lcts retouchert
bifacially ¿lre frlgmelts; their form h¿rs been obloug (linrantle), and
they:rre as a rule m¿rle fronr t thin r¡uiu'tzite slab. ()nly the edgc has
been rctoucheil; this nright rc¡rlesent the tme }[oustel,i¿n fl¿t lr:-
totrching. on the othel hiurrl the uzn'cisei¡s¡.D of fig. l5 cr¡ulrl be re-
gitrdcd as iln indicittor of tlte Mrlrrstcri¿ul cultulr. 'lhese rvere foulrrl
frer¡uently in the regi'rr. ('l'he spmimerr in fig. l jl is flrur the srrrf¡r.c
of site 182.)

The biface,f fi¡1. 16 is urrirlur. lt n'as ftrunrl ne¡u.the village of
)iag'Âshmerurn llirki, :rbrlut oue kilometrn to thr. sor¡th of site g?,

2
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Fi g. 1i-18. Quanl.zil,e.

I lll¡ n. ¿rbol.e sea-lcvel, br¡t it h¿s ccrtainly bccn clriven tlorvn from the

ilpper terraccs; hclc thesc terr¿¡ces are cut by great wadis. This pick-

formed bif¿rcc has been manufactnred with heavy percussions; it rvell

lepresents the bifaces of the Tumba-series. Similar ones from the

vicinity of Khartourn are describett by Ârkell (Arkell 1949 ¿ pl. l3:2).

The artifact shorvn in fig. l7 (one of the trv¡r finrls of this kind) was

taken from sitc 82, nhich, togcthcr with somo othcr surface sitcs,

belong.r to thc Uppcl Palaeolithic. If this is the case, the artifact
could, rin thc basis of both typology anrt chlonology, bc placed

ûmong thc so-called Sbaikian group of bifacers of the Aterian. This
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is gcogra¡rhically nrì¿lrest knos'rr frorrr tlre Klrargil Oasis in the nortlr
((latorr-'Ihonìprror l9õ? p. 30) and from Wanyanga l{ebir and Katanr

irr the s,est ('\rlirdl l96e p. l9)r.The profile of this bifacc typc is

gentl¡. S-fonrrcrl, orc of tlte sides being stlaight, ¡r¡re convex. The fornt

is, slightll. irtrrgttlitt'|1', oltlottg itttrl shitt'¡t.

It rua¡' bc ¡\tcrian, aglin, l'hiclt is t'eprcsentr-rd by tltc bif¡tco of fig.

llì. Tn'o cxlnr¡rles tlf this t\'¡ru rvcrc fortntl (Lrosc finds), both frag-

llents rn;rkirr¡¡ it ¡rossilrle to derlttco thc fonu of tlte origittal tttt-
brokcn artifact. 'l'hc relder is rcfcrrcrl l() sorìrc finrls rrarle b¡. ,\rkell irr

I(hor Abu .r\nga near l(hartoutn (r\rkcll lfl-ttl ¡r pl. l3:3) itnd in Witnl'-
iurgir licbir (r\lhell lf)69 ¡-rl. N:ir) and ¡rlso to thc s¡rccimctr fronr thc
Khirrgir o;rsis rk.srrrilxrcl lly (-'l¡rtolr-'l'lront¡rsorr ((lnton-'l'ltont¡rsott t9ir2

¡rl. fil:1. cf. llso Selignrirn 19?l fig. 4 irrrtl ¡r. 122).

(' uh n rttl .srtrî¡,ssiolt

The Uh c ll can itnrl r\ c lt ett I c¡t tt ¡rtrriorls l'efkx;terrl ill tltc
rtirteri¿rl (Såive-Sötlct'bcrgh 1962 p. 8.tr) rvcrtr suctccdctl by tlto ¡teriorl

tr'hell ¡r grou¡r of ¡ralanolithic crrltul'cs cxtt,¡rdcd thcit' influencc into
orrr t'cgiorr frurrr tlrr,ir' 1:1r¡¡[¡1'q sitttirtcrl far arvit¡'. IÌnforttutittrl\',
thr int¡nsity of tlrr.sc inflrrcrrrurs alrrl tlrr locirl rniliru in rvhiclt thct'
(r¿ìn Ìlo scen cnnnot bc d¡rtrrnuirtcrl on tltr b¡tsis of tlte i¡ttlttstt'it s

in orrl nlca; bttt nevertheless thc sttrrccssion of rliffelcnt cttltttri¡l

irrflrrcnccs ot'ratltrt' orte tttigltt srt¡', artifact-irfluenrcs, is cle¡tr front

the tcsr¿tches triìl't'icrl ottt clservhet'e.

'l'hc unir¡ue ¡rick-fornrcrl artif¡rct (fig. t6) soultl hardly jttstifS' ottr

speaking of a 'l' u n¡ b i a n influcncc if rve tlitl rtot knol that this

r:rrltrrre ext¡rndsl its iufluence fi'otn the crtttral rcgi()n, tlur forests of
(hrrtlill Africa, aloug thc Nilt: tr,r thc arca ¿rtound Klt¿rtonnr iutrl, itt-
rlectl, iìs f¿rr rs the lì rd (lltar¿rt:t (Arkell 1949 iì pp. 9, 43). According to

I onc of the bifaces found irr our telritory (aseparate find) was alntost idcn-

l,ical rvil,h l.he artifacts Caton-'l'hom¡rson ¡rresents from the l{harga Oasis

([ìaton-Thompson 1952 pl. 85). They ro¡rroscnt the Atcrian culture.'fhe spet'i-

nren is at Cambritlge for the r¡ro¡lont, antl so it cannot bo presenl,ed here.
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'\t'lirlll thr-' I'ttlttlliitlt itlflttcttcc ah'cil(ll' trlttclttrtl thts* l'cgi,lts tìrtrittg

tlre okl't'pofi¡,¿*, ¡rt l¡ tinrc tlltr,n tltc ttttt'ctottrrltrrtl lty lttt'trttssintt

nt¡ul¡fitcllltrtl bi[alr,s of tlrl linlini¡rn fttcils llr'lottgltl to tltt irt'tifirt't
{'n\.ir(}lìlrelrt. ,\s f¿rr its I (r¿lr sorì, s(lttì(ì r¡f At'liell's firrrls t,ogrltltlr tt'itlt

tltc piclt rtf oltl' ¡ttrrit ilttlir'¿ttc thc ttltilltitte tloltlterll rlistrilnrt ir¡lt of tlttl
'l't¡¡ìrl i¡flttlllr:r'itkrttg tltr.Nilc (cf. rh'lttll 1f){0 a 1r. -|-r ittttl Sol'rrlii

r,tl. lf)ti:l ¡r. 7Lt).

'l'hr: rttit,iot'itv o[ tltc flitltcs ¡ttttl t'ol'ts slltttt'iltg tlto L c v it I I rr i s

tlcll¡i,t,,,', n'hich iltc lrìot ¿tt rrt,ct')'str'¡r itt tltt'sc trrt'l'¡tilts. lt¿tr,r'lllcll

ct'orl'tl lnrt tìrivln florn tlrc dlcllitti{ plitn's irtrrl lllkitrg floors rcp-

rcserrtt'rl lrv sitc 39:1.'l'ltt fat'its is pttt'clr'[,r'vitlloisialt tvith lto t\lott-

stct'i¡ur inrlir:¡rtors. 'l'l¡. l¡or'¡tlloisiittl (.st,rr.'',r sft'ir-'lrt) is itllttutt¿ttlt itt

Noltltcnt,\ft'ic¡t: )Irtglu'clt, \\¡lt(ìt'('it prctltttcs tltl krrr¿tl ,\t¡t'i¿ttl

('\limln l9ir7 p. ,tt))l tlrl Libf irrr ¡oir$t (Lc\ritlLrisrr-trlottsteri¿ttt.

l[cI]urtt'r'lfiG0 p. 1rìtt); Egypt ((latolt-'l'ltotlìpsoll l9{ti ¿l lr. lil illl(l

,\lintt'u r957 p. tt2); l,'ezzittt ¿rrttl Titlikclt (r\lilnen 1957 p. ll-rl); ,\bvs-

sirriir inltl Sontalil¿tnd (i\lillrelr lf)ir7 p. 1stì). 'l'ltç intlrtstt'¡'of site iJ29

rliffr.l's rt'ottt lltr-' Egl'¡rtiatr Lrrv¡¡lkrisiittt irr its (llirctolt-fot'llletl flltkts
(¡r lrrolrl flalil n'itli l stt'aiglrt sttikilll{ ¡rlatfot'nt pltts ittt olrtllsrr flirliing

ittrgh,); tltlsr.', it;¡ititt. ¿trc tltttìtcl'(tlls itt lihirlga.'lhc t'ltl'oltoIrgicitl

positiort of tllis ttrrhnirlrro in tlrl srrr¡ttrrnrrr, is 1rt'obahh' ¿tfltrl'tltc r\r'ltttt-

k'irrr (sr.r' ¡-r. 1ì); rro sigus of tlrc llil¿tr:iitl tor,hltirltte ('ftttttltitttt oì' r\lìllllt-
lr,;til f.cx.) lvol'r obst'l'\'t'tl,

'l'lrc ,\ t e l i a u, rvhirrh occulnrrl ls it (rulturitllrltitse itt tltt l(ltirt'grt

oirsis, tlirl llot slron'itsclf in nlu'iu'(¡it. Sotltc lrifitcos clt¡u';tctll'istit: of

tlto lrltitse illtlir,ittttl, llr)\\'r'\'cr, jrrst lilirl l.ltc t'¿tLlilr'fttlttbi¡tlt fl'ottt tltrr

sortth, th¡rt sonrr i¡lflrrerrcr,s c¿ur lrrl rlistitrgrtisltrrl. Thc titttgcrl ¡roitlt

t¡'¡tit:irl ol tltrt Ateriitll se(ìltts to llc itl¡sr-llt fl'ollt rltll fittrlsl. '\gitilt rt'tt

iìt(ì in tlrt peri¡rhcri', tlris tilne tht r'¿rstll'n onc. of ¡t tvt'stenì trttltttt'itl

t'rtngr.r2. j\s \\'¿rs itlt'r'rtr[¡' strttrrrl ill)ovrì (lt. 1(i). tltrr ,\teriitll iltflttcltr:r'

rnost liltcl¡'cxt,eu(l{ìd ilto tltc ¿u'cir \\'hutt tlur krcal Ll¡r¡ret'l'itl¡eolitltirt

I Tho tanged point is knorvn l,o occur furtltcr norl,lt i¡r thc Nilc Vallcy (lielig'

rnan 1921 p. 128 and fig. 3l-33).
s Ior lhe distribution of Aterian sce (littrrtr-'l'ltuntPson l9tr(ì b ¡r. 8{l'
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b Ia rt e (: u It u re \\'irspro\'¿rilirrg.ilhisissugg.sterlby rr.tonl)'tlìe
chrottologic:tl ¡tositiott of tho lattgl.cultur.e brrt;rls6 t¡e f¡rt:t that.u'
of the bifaciall-v rctouched ¿trtifaets, malcing the ¡\tcrinu ilrflu¡llr,c
obvious hele, belonged to the industrv of sitc g2. 'l'his site hrlougs,
indecd, to the bl¿rtle cr¡ltrrre and is tr.irlentl.v hourogcnous; tlrcre is no
rciìsotì to rc¡4itttl tltc llifittrc as secolrdary on tlre site.'fhe otfiet bifacgs
of the i\tcri¿rn t'elationship wetrr Lrose filrrls. 'l'he tronlllrchcnsion is

itlso supporterl b1' n bif¿rce fonnrl bï sirnrlfrld in tlrc Faiyrrrrr tlc-

¡lrcssion. 1'his can, in (lnton-'l'honìpson's o¡rinion, lur placed cklsest to
thc sphnre of the Ateri¡rn tcchnir¡uc ((latotr-Thontpson l946 a p. B{).
'l'he specimen behngs to the sfage .f B-l nr. of the Fai¡'rrrn Lahe. This
stage' rlate l\hlrstcri¿ur> (llpper Ler,allrisirrn) in the cultural srrc-

ce$siou, dircctlv ¡rLt.cedes the l¿tc palaeolithic Earlv sebilian (sebililn
I, [latc¡n-Tholnpsotì lg46 a, diagram 4, p. 9.1).

Flere nrr¡ntion shoulrl bc m¿rrle of sites r82 ¿urrt 854. when I visitcd
tltem, their pelfolatorc. small sclir¡len and stee¡l rctouching rcminderl
me sttongl.v of thr¡ Levallois tr¡rditiotral itrdustr.l' called K h n l g ¿ l.
Tlris Kharg¿rn industl'\' l'¡rs idcntifiecl bv (laton-Thonr¡rson il tlrrl
Iilratga ( lasis ((latou-'l'hontpsnrì 1959). (lcúaintv concerning the
existence of this cultrlre in thc ¿rea ¡rLounrt W¿di ll¿rlf¿r n'ill not
bc acltier.cd nntil the ntatclial h¿rs becn atral¡,sed, a task beyond the
put'pos{r of this ¿rtir:Ie1.'lhe relative irgc of Iihirrgan conr¡r¿rc{ rvitlr
tltnt of Atct'ialr ltns rcm¿ined oìlscurc in its e¡ronvrrrc lcgion antl
tu'ill n<lt becolììr) clear throrrgh thc sites .jrrst nrcrrtiorrcrl, as tlre1. irrt
srtrfittrc sites.

wc an'ive irt thc r p i - L c r, ¿ì I I o i s i a n, l hich intrrrruccs itself
on site Dcbeim A. I placc it herc ill our sut:cession, referring to the
t'csearclrr,.s of (l¿rl;on-'l'hotììpson in thc l{har.ga f)epression ((laton-
'rhonrpson 1952). 'lhe distribution of tlris techuirlue, accordiug to
t'cse¿LclÌ thrrs far', is the Nile Vallet, in lJgvpt irnd NoLthern Suduu,
'lhe Khalgit Onsis ¿rncl the l¡ail'unr basin (sec ( itrton-.l lrotupson lg4ti ¿t

p. 100). Tlte irttpot'tttltcc of tlte tcchuiquc lies in its rronstitrrtirrg ir

I ln Qara, Egypt (near Nag llamadi), t(hargan also a¡rpears in ilre Nilc
Yalley (Caton-Thompson 1952 p. XII).
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typologicll as \\'cll ¡ìs ¿l chronolugimtl link bctrvcctt ¡l¡s Lrrrrllloisian

¿rud uriclolithic urcsolitltic. 'I'hc proe Lrss of evoltttiou is put'clv legiorrirl

iurtl is lestrictetl to thr clist,ribution at'ea of the Sr-.lliliirn rronrpkrx.

'llrere aLc, of t'orlrse, rep¡ional tlifferences in the Nrn'th ,,\frit:¡ur rrr i tr-

rolithic nr cso I ithi c culturitlrange:Sebilian Ill l(halgarr
rlJerlouin l\ficrolithicu - Typical Llapsian .the tliffercnt nrit'r'olithirr

cttltttres irr S¿rhala. Bnt these do rtot rrccessnt'ilY intlir:ate cltlunokrgir,irl

rliffrrxrnccs; the sirnilar grnrrrtl feltures ¡ultl tlrc rùrirr rliffr.rrr.lrrc

lletrvccn citch of thcse ¡tnrl thc inrmcdiatcl]' ptccecding and succ¡rrtl-

ing tcchniques justifv one in lc¡¡arding this clcar uriclolithiz¿rtiorr

as a frirlv s¡,ttcltlottotts phenortterrorr. Irr olrr ¿rre¿r this cltronoklgic;rl

llolizon cirr be tlistinguished by sites 296, 320 anrl :l.lg, 'l'lrese du'elling
pllces are no rftntbt of eclual age, antl thcil lithic enviLonnlent \rerl'

sharply le\¡cflls thc ìocal charactcristics of the \\racli llalf¿ legir.rn. The

ruiost signific¿tnt of these, eontp¿rled rvith Sebilirur III, ¿re the ¡rb-

sence of microlitltic trapeze and triangle folrus ancl the tlonrirratirrg

l)r'rserì('(, of clescent and hrn¡rtc folms (r:f. ¡rlso Sok:trki ctrr. lf:ì6il

¡r.84).'llhe inclrrsttv is othenvisc conrparable to the nivcau lll of

lìurg cl l\fakkazin (Vignard 19ó5 li), but also the cncl-of-bladc

scr¿ìpcrs u'ith stlaight and concavrr ed¡rr-'s ;rlu llcking. I)iffclcnccs

frour th.c nlicrolithic cultrrrttl r-,porrh of the l(h;u'ga l)rr¡rrrssiou aLrr

larger'; in fact tlìtrrr ¿ìrt-r uo ¡rirrallcl featul'os. l1 onc is irrrrli¡tcrt to

lr,rgtttL this as it oltt'ortologicirl diffrlr,lnce, tlìe nitrlolitlric hirllitir-
tiort r¡f tltc Khat'ga orrsis rvill ccrt¡rinlv havc to bc considorcd youngrrr'

th¡rn Sebililn lIl itr the ì{ilc \¡allc1'. If, lgaiu, tlresrt tu'o tccltnirlurs
tulrt ottt to lle rrontcnìporar']' lvit,h c¡rch other', ls (latol-'l'hom¡rson

is inclined to think ((1aton-'l'honrpson 1952 p. 33), the tu'o possibil-

itics she presents woukl bc suplrorted: cither the aúif¿rct nrilierrs

of tlte Nilotes suppr-rt'tirtg the ltlarlv Iih¿rrtouur cultnrc irnd tltr:
nonì¿ìdes (sec (laton-'l'hotnpsotr 1952 ¡r. :34) of thc Khnrga Oasis are

ttot pattllel; ot' the irgrs of thesc groups nl'e diffelent. ilhe lnttr-.r

possibility, at least, is col'tect, brrt probably both ale. This becoures

obvious rl'helt tt e knon' th¿rt Ettrly l(hartoulll influe¡rcetl the \\r¿di

llalfa regiolls ¡tftct the conclusion of the nticrolithic nr:solithir: r'ul-
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ttttal ¡rhlsc.'l'lris, in trtrn, is shorvtr llert¿rrrse tlrc chalactcr.istic Iì¡rr.lr.

I(lt¡u'totutt cr't'¡lnrics oc(rut' tog('tlrcl lvith ir conrpkr.trrl)' tliffcl't'rrt ¡¡rrrl

tr.¡rolrgieitll\' )¡()unget'flilrt ilrrlrrstl'l'ultnrixed rvith the lnirrrotc¡rhuirlrrr,
rlisct¡ssed ¡ìlx)\'r' (sitr,s 1tì. 89, 352. 36o).

\\¡c ltorv (rottur tt¡ tlte rathcl rronr¡rlir:irttrl r,¡ttlv lrolitltic trrrltut'¡tl

stitgr', 11'l¡i1;lt st'r'lus to tllr ¡rt'e'scnt rvritot' to bc cltiu¡rrrtcrizrtrl ll]'
a rrurtairr tlullitl': ol thc orrc hir¡rrl it gt'o u p \\'ithou t itlì \'
(r tt l'iì lu i c s (ser-r 11. 20) rlittr bc tlistingttislurtl, rvhich coultl in(li(:itt('
tltc trxisteltcrr of tlte so-calle'tl rNeolitltic s'ith (irr¡lsiln 'l'l'¿rrlitiotrr
(r:I. Vitttflel'1t)58); ¿tutl on tlrr, othll'h¡rrtrl thclc is a se¡liu,irtl gt(,up.

of rvhich thc \\' Íì r, \' [, i lt e r, (f r. it nt i c i¡; [,1r¡lir.irl (r\rkcll lg4fl ll
itttrl ltli;3). 'lhrrs rvc wclc irgain in t,hl ptlilllrcl'¡rl ¡u.r¡r o{ two r.rrltru,r's:

olt tlìr, t¡tstt'l'lt tttitt'gitt of thc foLnrtr. tlrr,wcstlLn cultnlr,. ¡utrl otr

tlrr-r ttol'tltlt'n tttiu'gitt of tlrr¡ Lrttcr, thr sorrtlrcnr ('ultul'('.,\s legaLds

tlìt.r trct'itl¡titrs, botlt tlrr sotrtllrnt routl 1¡ff¡r¡'rrrl lrv tlro \ik,ant[ t,ltl
rvcstctn tllttl fïollI tltc 'l'ihcsti lltitssitt's rrolrtc ilrto rtolrsitltt'¡tio¡r.
l{rrrc '\r'kell repolts htrr,ing foutrtl plenty of this ccl.¿¡¡¡i¡' (i\l.licll
l9õ9). 1'ltt (tlnt,l'rì uf 'l'ibrrsti is Lr,lrrl+,r'r'rl rrr¡trirll¡' rtlcrliblr' bt tlrt
t¿rlrle of ¡rluliitl phiìsr-rs n'orkod orrt b1. S. '\. lluzlt'r,irr; tlrr.. last nnd
nìinr)r of thcsc phases (the llost-[ilacial (llimatic t)¡rtimutn) con'(]s-
pontls rvitlt tlto ur'olithiù pcl'ior[ (AlitÙcn 1957 pp. flfl, t]6)r. Iu lì. I.'¡rit-
ln'irli¡c's clitrr¿tic plrirs¡ sutrcqssion tlrr, ll irl- l lohrcltrc 'l'r¡nrsition

l)hasrt (c. i,000- lt)00 l:¡.( 1.) corrlrl rlolr.es¡rorrrl rvith tlrrr ciu.l\¡ nro-
litltic. 'l'his llltitsc was rn¿ìrl*'(l b1. progrcssivc ttctcrirlrirtiou of living
ctuttlil,iolts in Nttbil rutrl tltc Slhitr'¿r, brtl rvilh rtol'tirirr litvoutirbkr
nslilLrtions (F-aillrrirl¡¡rr l9t;B p. l0(i). It is ollvious thaL tlrl r,r'l';rnrir:

ttlttlt'l' tliscttssiott bclotìgs to iì rnoist rilinr¿tic lla. 'l'llis rro¡ttrlrrsiolr

tr¿ur lre rlr'¡rwrr ltoth in \\rirrr1,¡¡¡¡g;¡ altrl the lcgion of \\r¡rrli Ilalfa. lll
tltt t'itsr' ,'f \\¡¡tn!'altg¿t it is r¡nlt' u f t ¡ t' tlrrr l1¡¡l¡¡1,,1i,tr 'f ¡¡*
rltvelling lrlitces inclrtrling this ur.t'¿rttrit: th¡rt nrrr. ciul folhnv tlrr tklclinr;
of tltc lrrral 1¡¡¡¿¡¡r.r'lr¡¡t'\'lalir-lcvcls (irt krirst Btt nr.).,\rrrl conoornitìg

I 'l'his pluvial also rnakes tha dense neolithic p{rpulal,ion of thc S¿rhara

credible (cc.rnrp. Zeuner 196:t p. 148).
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tlrc t'ogiorr of \Vitrli lhlfrt, tltl lrr:irtir-n of sitr' 80 flr frr¡nt tltc Nikr

irs rvcll lts tlrc l'(Ìntiritrs ol flrlrit iunolÍ{ tltc rliscovr,rt'ies sr'fvt'its lrositive
lvirìerttr,fol this vilrv.'l'hr'¡rt'r,ccrlittg rrticlolitltirr rrttìtttr¡tl llltitsr,
lrr,krngs to'1,'¡rilllritlgc's l:irtr'\\'iilnr'l'trr¡rico-Er¡t¡;rtoli¡rl '\l'irl r¡l'

sotrrcwh¡rt rrroislcl' Postglirciitl 'l't'tttrsitiolt l'hitsr. ( l(|.Ol-X) soOO IJ.(1.,

lrnilbridgc ltXiS p. l0ir). 'l'ltis irlsn r':t¡rlitirts tltl r¡tiu'litrl rtsttictir¡rr
oI tlrc lniclolithic thvclling plircos tr¡ thr, llir¡rk of tlrr, Nilc irt otn'i¡tr'ir.

lr'ru'thcr'. rlrrring tlrc ¡rlrtvial tltl ertst - \\'r'st ol'ilntr,rt c()lìtiìcts \\'(t'o

firllcl'.
As thc rcsults olltlilrr,rI rlut'ing lho ltll]iì lflti,[ sr'¡tsort. ¡ritt'tir,ttlitt'lv

i¡r tlre rcs¡irlr:h ol tlrl ncr¡lithic thvllling pl¡c(.s. hrrvc llrr'rr of tltl
grcirtr,st irrtcnrst, tlro lrrr.slrrt \\'r'it,('r'rlols lrot intlttrl to lntr.t'ìnot'r'

rlrrrr¡lv into tlrr' ¡lrnbltnrs irt this stirgr,. orìr' irìtr,rcsting tlttr,s-

tion is irlrcirrlv rvorth rlist'ussiott h¡t'r', ltowtlr,r'. 'l'lt:tt is tltc ritu'

rrr¿tpriirl rrserl i¡r thl lithitr intlustrics lrlrl thc cltinrgr,s in this ntittlriirl.
IIelc tllo olrsr,r'r'rttiorì ln¡trk,on sitt l'ìl) is itllrot'titnt: thrr r¡ttitttzitr'

tr,r'llrir1rrr,. sn illllurrl¡urtl1' r'r'¡rrt'scrrtctl. rlifflrs frorrr tltr, siìrìì(, s¡t{r's

flint tlrrhnir¡rr¡ in its sliglrtlv irrchirir: feirtrrtts; lnrt tlrc fiudittg r:ir'-
rulìrstiutcrs irrtlitrltl th¡rt thc r¡ttirt'tzitt is irt h'itst ¡rs okl its t,ltt llin1,

tlchrtir¡rrr'.'l'lrc rIifferr,tìt rh¡rtitr:trrrs of tltl trurtct'iirls ]t¿tt'c citttsr,rl

tlrc rliîfr,r'r'rr¡'q'r l¡¡,11ç1'q'¡¡ tlrc tcrhrtirlttls, iutrl this lr¡'nr) nloitns pt'r'-

sul)lx)slr{ inrv rrllt'oltoLrgicitl rlistinctiorts. 'l'his tttiliz¿tt¡on oI rltlitrtzitl
is rlistiuct ft'onr tlrr' ¡rt,l'iorl of thc ¡rtctrling cttltur'¡tlel'l. tnin'olitltir'
nresrllithit', cur sitc lj.ltl: b-1. thc sjdc of tlrc tlrvcllini¡ lrlitr:r on this site

thcrc r\,iìs ¡l (lensc rroncrrntlrrtiott of ll¿hcs ¿ìrxì snì¿ìll rlttirrtzil;o tlisrrs.

'l'lrese fl¡rkes rt,crc urlet,ourhetl, ts on site tlg, bttt lat'gcr anrl tttolt t'ellti-

niscr:rrt of tlrc Lcr.irlkris tcchrrir¡rrc. Follon'irrg the sttccossion ll;tckn ¡ttds

\\'{r (ÌoÌìtc to tlrc sitc of l)ul¡eir'¡r r\, \r'lrcrc thc rlrr:u'tzite fl¿tkes fntnrltl
consirlcr'¿¡ bkr ¡,ralt o{ thr,. discor.ol'ies. 'l'hc nrirjot'itv of tlte Il¿lics l'ct't
urrrt'tolltrlìcrl ,,1'¡,r, hcrc, the fi¡5[ ¡'¡¡ccptirin bcirt¡4 the irlt'crtrll'discttsserl

Jlrtrstcloid ¡roirrt. I)obeir¡ '\ is the oltlest dn'elling placc rvith flirrt
(irgrrtt,) rrs thrì rlorrrirrirtirrg r'¡l\\'nì¡rteri¿ìl irr ottr territor'¡'; oll olrltt'sitcs
r¡rrirltzitrr is cxr:lrrsivc.rl'lrc lnonrert u'hen rrrirrr chirrrged ot'rlr to flint
rlcpcrtrlr.rl, trirtttt'irlly, on tlrc str¡ttr.,¡rv¡rilirlllc krcirllt', lrttt thrr tilllc of
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the change-over nevettlteless lt¡ts sonte ¿rvet:rgr: sigltifittitttce: for the

tinrc-limit secnrs to lall tluitc sinrillrl-v in t,he cultrrral successiolì even

elservhere in the Nile \¡alley (Alimcn 1957 p. 97 nnrl Vignarrl l9l"r5 l ¡t.

{'lil). Quartzite, hon'ever, rerrìiìirìed as a l'an' naterial, evcnly dc-

rrleusing in usr-', rrrrtil rreolithic tiurr.s. In the A-grottp drvelling places it
already secms to have v¡rnishetl. 'l'lre ¡ìrtrh¡ìirl, palilrlolithic. fe¿rtttres

survivecl in the rluartzitc tcch¡i¡¡¡¡, n'hilc the rctorrclring w¡¡s trans-

ferred to flint lnd w¿rs ah'eirdy rbst nt from r¡uitttzitc in thc microlitltit
plrirse. lhese ¡rltenourenir iu'e cklsrlY t'tl¿tr,rtl to botlt thc flnlting cltar-

actcr of tlulrtzitr-. and the grirrlrrirl, everr tlertrirrisltnrrrrt t¡f tlte artifact

fomrs.

The geoglaphitr¡rl pr¡sitiorr of the }tirtdlc Nilc \¡allcy is of cxtrcnrc

i¡¡fs¡fst irs legarrls nriurv stone irge cttltuml langes. As it rnarginitl

lcgion for nortl¡enr, rvcstcl'n antl sorttltelrr:ìre¿ìs of irtfltte¡tce, it prc-

scnts ir pronrising theorctic¡tl opportunity: perhnps the rnutual

chlonological problcms of thc aleas of lctivity situittcd fiu' itwitl'

frrun e¿rch. otlrtrr crìn llr,' sr¡lvetl hllr.. Thc locittion of stratiglitphirrtl
and,rin situr sites is of rrlüirlrirte irn¡xrltirnce. Sincc thc cotrstttttrtirxt of

tlrtr lligh l)¡ulr irr r\ssrr¡¡rr the o¡rlrot'trurities ¿rre diminishilg, ltnt tltc
outside areas, Jrirrticulirrly to the south of tlte great artificial l¡rlic, ¿ttc

still rvorth closc snlvcf ing and extar'¿rtion.

'flrn prcscnt u'litcr hopes to havc thrr chartcc to tctunt to the ¡¡lrovt

¡rloblems ¿rftel the ¡rccrrrate irnal¡rsis of the ntatel'ial ¡rartly intlodurrcrl

in this plper'.
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