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Abnormal plene writin$e in Akkadian texts

Jussr Ano

The rnethod of expressing vorvel'length in Akkadian syllabic

writing, viz., by inserting a vowel sign aftel the sign for opeu syllable

(formula cv * v), is usua,lly culled'plene ruit'i'ng. 'l'he tern is borrowed

frorn Hebre\ry grà¡ntnat, where it tlenotes the methtld of writing out

vowels by signs which originally expresseù consonants' but as a con-

venient terrn its use seerls to be permissible iu Akkadian gramrnar

too.

Before tackling the questiort of certain particular abnormal plene

wiitings it seems advisable to give a short sketch of the norrnal use

of plene writing in Akkadian, especially in its classical form, Old

Babylonian.r

The definition of plene writing given by us excludes a priori

a group of writings of the type v-vc, in rvhich the vorvel sign is used

to express lveak consonants. Thtts Old Akkadian writes i-ik-rwi I gikmi

and, u-ub-latn, f 'y'ublunr. (Gnla, MAD Il tto), and 'útu,qú-an, I urutgunt

is attested in Old Babylonian (tinr.u). A glottal stop is expressed

by a vowel sign in Old Akkadialn: è'ra'a'am'su I eru,'anrdu, u-á{'hi'it,
-ni-a-ó{, e-'ìt-tim (Gnr,a, MAD II 161, 168). hl old Babylonian tliis

fotm of writing appears very cottsistently in cases like Ío-i:ia¿,

ir-di-a-am, i-ri-a-ab, ið't'í'u-at, u{-te'li'a-ul.-!u, am-tti'a'am, ki-a-arn

| 'this ptelinrinary sketch has greatly profited by a letter from Dr. l, J.

Gnln, to whom i express my most sincere thanks. I regret tl¡at I cannot in this

connection examine so¡ue of the problerus r¡ìore comptehensively -- it would

lead us too far lrom the original subject,
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etc. Exceptions are rere (cf., however, e.g. i-rai'ak YOS X 14,6,

,¡nø-li-øt-rna YOS X 31 X 92) and must probably be regartled as

slipshotl orthography. A glottal stop in the beginning of ¿ word may

also be expresfred by plene wr.iting¡ this is most often done when the

root is rnonosyllabic, as ú'-trl, i-in-lru, a-aþ'{u, i4b-bu-'ú''tutl (CH)'

a-al, i4r-tùm, e.-en'httìt', e-td (YOS X). Very 
_interesting 

is the rvay

in rvhi'ch the lreseht G'añct pres/þrét. D'-fdrinÛ'df"verbd.þrimae

gutturalis are writteu il the standard orthography, e.g. in CH

i4l-lo,-alc, i4m'ma-tutn'a, i'ír-ri4ll..:.iç'çi-id, i-ipné'e{, ilp'pø'ol,

úttp-pa-al, ú-up'pa'aç, u-ub'lio'-ii;ni-4íoo etc. (cf . v. SoouN GAG $ 23 d

and $ 9? c). .lt seems that the original laryngal still influenced the

pronunciatioä in sodie rvay'making it clearly distingirishable frour

e.g. the pret erit it-ti-ik,fronr noune like ir-r'i-ft¿Ï¿ anrl also from verba

primae rv, in the þresents of which we regulbrly find e.g. 'itg4a:a$,
.vþ-ba-lu, us-¡"ú etc. Note, hówever, that old Akkadian evdli ivfitès

i-ta:kùter"¡ l[A$ II 213) ¿rnd Southern Old Babylonian texts beãúr

tii pielbf thè wiitings i:kiak;" í'lorka, í-tno:r 'elð. '(ih YOS 'Ð. l-,ater

o_n. the practice degenerates and we may find writings likg tc-t1t-1e-er

(Uxoxe-p BB Þ¿0, ii) ttãg-çr. (Lu'rz UCPSPh [X 5,17), i'ii'ti-¡i'øk-Ei'

'ttr<tüne-tu44ß,'i-òd,4a:ørl'(.KA_V 1). îhis type of 'writing is álso

,fie[uent in worils beþinning with e, for'iùSt¿iäcé'e.e\$nte-et (perni.

or e.kêmann) in Yos x 3s tII 60.62.56. 6? (cl.ötmaí-i,t.ibid.line43)

xnd, e-eiþl-ad+t (perm. of. eilêþwn) YOS,X 39'Obv. 26. 26, ¿'ep:ßa'?!

YOS II {i8, I g, P.|es-þa'a'wi'n¿ YOS II 3, i?. Here, however' the motivé

for using'ttris rvriting nray have been tbe desire to emphasizè the

f;it tha; the vowel is e rather thaä to eÍþitss a glottal stop." r"

Even a 
.plene 

writing propel of the type cv-v does not alwayå

dêuôte a long vowel. In somd iasæ it i¡r'rib¿td''a$ a phouetic 
indicatg.L

following a sign with ambiguous vowel qüâlity...roi Ofd Arua{i-a1.

cl..hi:a-iLu-ø2, lü*+ù-ßa-na-ds (Gor,u MAD If gi: .1,!s) lna nf-
*iti¡æ ku-nu-ki-i,'lw:bi-¡'i:i,'nN:¡¡-¡a:e; ri'trore o''i¡ päm¿rily tis'ed'

to indicate vowel quality, qince quantity is almost 
lelel:xpressed

in Okl.Akkadian. For latu AtUag¡aii note especiallyins-langæf!þ9

lit-t*ti:i&u (-E-n,-,eJ..VII 41.)' ^/\{uta'ùrú, !'iß:q.ø-lu, lp..,if¡q:.ú-

(Guw,AStudyof WritingP' 171)... .-'. .--: '.- '.-: .:-.: .-ì -'. ¿'. .i'ïr'
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An isolated case is the writing o-ø which is generally held to

deuote ai(a).

In stanclard Old I3abylonian orthography plene lwiting as indicat-

ing a long vorvel is normally used only lvhen the lottg vott'el is a result

rrf cuntt¿rcti()ll, e.g. in CH r'u,-gtL-u;nt,-nt,e-e, a-h:u,'ú''uttc, i'li-i, 'i-nu-

uLl-tlu,-rL-Su, lu,-'pi-i-im,, *u''pu'ø-ul, 'tttu-Fe'e'enbtna, rø-bu-rL-tir¿ etc.

'llrere are, lrowever, nunìerous exceptiotts like ru-ba-aùt,, ru'bu,-wt,

r,t- gi. it n, r' u-bu- tirtu, É u.-nu-'ún r,, l ï ql-in t', ru,' grt -'tt ttù- TLa- anu (CH).

llorphemir.: length is never intlicated ilr the orthography of Oodex

Harrrrrrurabi except, often, in ferttinine plttra ls ki'i{' { ø' u- tinr,, çi-b u- a- at,

du-nu-u-ttt, a-uta-a-ti-{tt-nø (contraction?). Note that Old Akkatli¿n

c¿n rvrite ìrwa-a-ti (IUAD II 58, very ràt'el). 'lhe motive for using

this writing is obviously to avoirl arnbiguity between singular and

plural forms.

Monosyllabic words rvith ;r lottg vowel in open syllable show plene

writing al¡nost everyrvhere, like J'u-ú, {i-i, Iu-rL, sometimes ltr., but

regularly lø (CH), later often la-a e.g. tsIl 165, 18.

Much more liberal in the use of plene lvriting are e,g. the }Iari
texts and especially texts u'ritten in Southern Old tsabylonian ortho-

graphy.r In theur are found various kinds of plene writings never

rnet with in the standard orthography, as will be shown in the follow-

ing.

A vorvel resultetl from the ìoss of ¿t rveak consonant is lvrittel
plene e.g. in ttw-o,-ttt,ttt., nru'u't&ùr, n¿a'a-at (passirlr e.g. in Mali letters

and in YOS X, cf., ltou'evet, ûtu,-ol Y()S X 3.3 IV 49). teçe'mø-uln

CT Ztl, 8a(BB 16ó), 9, leo-ett'i-im Y()S II l, tl, úe4-e-ez¿ AIìM II40, l6
(bnt on the preceditrg line !e4-ntu'ant), te-e-gi-u \eg'ûin') Yt)S II 3' L

The long vowel in hollorv verbs is seldour lvritten plene in the

standard orthography, r:f. rnu,'te'ir, ntu-nreþ, nru-lei'in, i-ta-ar',

ú-ba-ar-m,a but once 'ú-tu-a-ar in the Oode of Hammurabi, aud

u-ha-a-al BB 21, ti (letter of Haurnrurabi!). Elsewhere it often may

be written plene, cf. 'i-n¿u-u-ut YOS X 24, 39, le-e-er BB 194, 17,

qu-ú-ul ARM I 67, L7.

I Cl. Gonrz¿ apud Neugebauer and Sachs, Mathematical Cuneiform Texls

p. 146.
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ln Southern old l'liìbj'loliialr oi;thogr¿phv the lottg vowel that

virtuallli exists t.g. it¡ tlte plttral fot'ttts of strrttlg verlts iìlld in the

enrlingless fonns of verbs rvitlt rv¡ ¿rk 3l rl tatlictll, bttt is getterally short-

ened, ilríly be rvrittell ¡rlene, e.g. li-lxrul-ld'lti.-ri lllJ l(ì6, õ.{ø-olc-nu,-'ti

YOS Il l, 2fi (lur subjunctive!) i-.{'¿-ri YOS X 8,.1 (t:Jtr ibirl.8,25l),
i-ba-uí-li-i YoS X 94, 20, ti4e-e 'l\)L X\¡II lgi. Lzi t{r-øt'-ta,-li'i

BB 176; lu,<i ti'tl¿-t ARM I 6, 43, ri-li-ri (irrrpet'.) tsR 192, lT, bttt

usually in l[âri.e,g. tq-bi.If'even looks as if any fitral vowel cou'ltt,be

written plele;' ¡:1, 
'iit-ttt-tt IJB ltì6, 14, o-r¡a-À'rr'-ri BB 188,. 12, 18,

li-rs-sr¿-ri llêt-.|ltt I Y()l+ X't?,20, tlri-cs-.srt-ti Y()S X 56 II:ltf, tttt-u,lt-

rr¿'ri illid. line 44, ?rr-rt'r.-Ju-ti YoS X (j2 l'ev. !3. Sueh t'owels are

egperi¿rlll' rrften ut'ittett ¡tlette wltelt -lra follorvs: 'i-kru'i-i-tttn Yl)$ X

9ó;-8; it-lee-tnu ilrirl. ¡l XllI 3?, it'tu-u¡-lu'ri-¡rla ibid. 33 II'iJgr

uttu-ltu,-ti-ttr¿r. 'l'(-ll, XVII 19, lir, tt'c-n.{-Òrru-h'u-ú-ntu ibid' fi6, t}.

ARAD-ka-u-rra passint in l'fari. But this is lrrr irltsolute rule, cf. e.g.

li-li-ntc¿ Y(lS X 26 tV 90, iu'l,*elrru-nrrr ibid. llt, 64. il-me-m,u ARII Il
25, ll, iq'bi-mu ibid. lirle 15, anrl lleret oc(rlll's in the Code of Haltttttt.t-

rabi, cf, e,g. ip-le-utu, i-le-ç1i-mu.

Exaurples of other ft'er¡ttent ¡rlene writings itt Southerrr tsabyliniari

texts tlrat mtry be nrentiolecl ¿ue: h:l¡ø,-al-li-tti-ú'ku YOS II l, 7,

qù*l-l*,-la-a-ku ibitì. 40, 94. tt'n-a.{-b¿-ø-À"¿r T(-lL Vll 23, l8j 'kr

ba-al-tø-a-ta ibid. 28,5. :

A urorphemic stress lengthening a vo\\'el in the lirst syllable of a

word or.rrurs in Akkadiau irr r¡uestious iultl is often itrdic¿ted by plette

wtiting. 'l'ht¡s rve lt¡ve r¡-rrn-/itt-ri ltt GEX'Iþ) rrtttttl¡ I bctrtlllìtl a slave

girl?r (unpublished tlr'- III text, t'ontttllllli{r¡tted lt¡'lior,n), and

fref¡uerrtly in Mari ú-ul utru.ku,-tL Adu,tl ,rillu I lrot Adad?¡r,'ir'-ul

it.f;a-up-,¡tn-u-¿lr xhrtultl I nrlt rvrite'/,r, ti.-ttl i-qa'ab'b'i'i rlilì he'not

thlk?¡r (Sttrdiex {l'h. H. Robiuson p. lo:l ff.), JNS.B.fl1..A ú-ul ra-ltã:

rl-rÌl¡ rrtrannot he ritie ()r) asses?D ARIVI I 91, I l, Tl-so-aL-ba-ttt'ti 'ú''ul

i.m-ba-l'tt-ti rrcan they ot can'tlrev nrit seize'/¡-Allll -I ot 28, o-rr.c-Èrc i . .

'l'Ú(ì.Ul.A tni-itt¿-¡ttu,-u úe-ufqí' ú'u,l ul-lu-ntu'-u te-Ie-ery-r¿á ushall I

tlke atty clothes'/ lslt't it ]'ou tvlto shirll trrke tltern?l ARM I 't{j,

l4-f 7, tiq,l lutr4u-ti-utn i-.i.;a li-ti-ku ris there llo be¿rd otl yotll'

clreeks?r Atìll I til, l0- lI, te-ct'-l'u,nt titú i-þa-al-li'i4q Ddoes the
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acþuilrist,ratirltì tt{rt' go çl'ollg?ù ibitt. line .30. tlf. alsr) \'. Sonrx fii\ll
$ 37 r:.

l.'itralll', ntont,ion tììust he ur¿rrtc of iì lrlteur)lnelt()lì \Yhi(rh in tlte

llglrt of olrler Al<kirrtian gLiunnrars trriglrt he rronsirleltd ahnormal. It
lri¡s Iillrclto lxrttt cltsl,ottt¡tl'v 1n givc t'hc ¡ritt'ittligltt of ;l gcnitive st.

cst,l. * ¡rrrssr:ssilr; sttfÏi.t, lilie l¡iliÀ'r. l¡õliki,t¡elilu' trt'rr., tvith ;t shofl, i,

artrl ollly i¡ r'. So¡¡;:¡'s t¡r\\'gt';tlìrtrtitt'luts;rtt inltoliltiolt ll+*lll lttittltr

¿tntl tlte ¡raritrli¡¡ttt lretrlt ßit't'lì ;ts ücliÀ¿, l¡r:/i/ii. lx;/i*tr etrl' tl'ith th+

c(lllllllenl irr $ tis ¿l r. . \\'olre'i rl¿¡s i r¡fflnlr;ll' ittfllgrr \'oll r\lizelttvièt'-

lagerltrrrg arrf rlie Sillrr,r'ol'rlerrr Sttffix gcliitt¡¡l 11,¡¡¡r1l6r.rr lt u'ottklseettt

fitl'ango tlti¡t llte oltlcl'gt';rnrrrri¡t'i¡nrs {'irn lìr\¡t lteett igltot'itltt of sttch

íl rìentÌ;ìl tttot'¡rltologìlll fr'¡lltll'r,ilr i\liliiltli¿rtl wole it, llot, fol'the'fa¡'l

lhat. accol.ding to the;rrurLrgy of othct'Strlrtitirr lattgttagns one wottld

fÌxper.l ;¡ sh(ûl vou'tl ill tltese fot'ttts;tnrl thirt tlte lottg ibut t'elatively

tieldoltì :lplìe¡tIs s't'ittelt lrk.lrc. lll No¡{,1¡nt't, ( )ld Lì;rbylrluian teXts this

plactirrally Ìrever' oc(Ìnr:s; tlte otìl\¡ itìstiìlìr:e that the present l\'riter

hls uoticerl frorn sttch texts is T(lL \¡ll +4, ti i-rr¿ ø-ltl-r:.{u'. Plene

rvt'itings in ttris (Ìåìs0 itl'c; holever. lllol'e fl'e(lllellt itl Sottthern (Jld Ba'

h1'lonian texts, cf. e.g. (ìonrzn itt NeugebaueÌ and Snehs, ùfathenat-

ical 0nneiform texts p. 146 ff., q{rere forrns like e'pe'åi-i-lta, ki-in'-

ra-ti-i-ka. and o-?no.-r:rl-r'-tri¿ have been found in texts representing

the Srruthern nlthogt'a¡rhT. Fttt'therntol'e. one linds e.g. si-ri'i-lu
'f'fTL XVII l. i?4, ø-la ¡xt-ni-i-l¡rr ilritl. r;. tz, irr bi-tr-i-ir¡ YoS II49' 9,

zil-ilnt,-ri.-i-l,.rr yilS N I I \¡ lti, ryi,-nh-Ii-i-jn YOS X BB ll Ètr. (especi-

allv fler¡ttenL,jrtst irt this tcxt!) bi-ti-í-l;u Y( )S .\ 35, iì,7r4-tr'i-i-Åø ibirl.

4? III 33; it-t,i-i-/,'ø ihirl. hrl. +1, qú-t;-ik¡r Bll ll9. ilir iln-r¿h-t'i'i'l'u'

rhirl, l2h, ll, år-li-i-r,i ihid. :J12. ll, t!,-nn ,srr-rr-rr-r'-Å'ø YOS'lJ 88.

lo, rrra,-al.¡,-ri-r-ft¿ il¡;,¡. llJ?, liÌ. As ex¡lllt¡rles fLotlt { )ltl ,lìnhylnnialr

literary texts nraÏ lrc lncntioned lii-¿rl-r'-Ao (l'l'XV 3lI 4, qírti-i'ka

ilrid,lile f3, op1l.-r.-,{rt ilrirl.line lz,;i-ik't'i-i-/c¿ RA XXII 170-t71,29,

ho-nc-ri,-i,-itt, ibid. line 45. The l\tirldlc ¡\ssYriitlr le¡{alu'ork also givos

solìe ex:rnrlrles: a,-rt¿ iu-ku,'li''i-{á, K,\\¡ I \¡l 104, Ii'ib-hi-i'(u ibid. 2 Il
28, qú-qí,-ri-ri-.ft¿ ihirl . ? \¡ I 9. 2(ó. 34, [t is also interesting to note that

flrese fourrs frec¡uentll'¿tppeal'¡rt tho otld of ¿t lille in poetical works

which follorv the Clausula Accatlica-l¿lv established by Laxosnnnorn
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(- - at the end of a line). F'or instance, one can quote from Enüma
ellð ¿-diß-fi-fø I 48, kar-li-la I 44, lìb-bi-lu II 99, làä-bi-k¿ II 109,

nnþ-ri-lca III 6, ghnil-lóqui IV 13, nvimrm'i,-{ a IV 42, EG I n-{ú IV 48,

ilatní,-Éa (sing?) IV 131, it-ti-luY 8, a-Iak-ti-niYI167, gi,-mil-li-ni,

VI 1 64, it-ti-f.w VII 30, wi-ip-ri-{ú-uz¿ V I I 48, mi- im-mi-#ú-nu, Y ÍI 49,

qir-bi-{u VII 129. In the light of this evidence von Soo¡:N's thesis

Beems quite acceptable though one is still struck by the fact that
by far the most important examplæ come from Southern Babylonian
texts.

There aro, however, certain groups of texts containing plene

writings which obviously do not belong to any of the typee we have

described so fax. The most important group is that of the letters
published by Dossru in TCL XVII l-10. They are written by a
certain Silü-SamaÉ to his lord (ana, bëti7a) and are rapports of agri-
cultural proceedings on an estate. Clearly belonging to the same

group aro the letters No. 94 antt 110 published by Lurz in Early
Babylonian Letters, YOS II, and probably also No. 49 of the eame

oollection. Fortunately two of these letters are dated (a practice

tota:lly neglæted in later Oltt Babylonian epistolary literature) and

thue we have in TCIJ XVII 4 the formula itu gu¡-si-stl
r¡-11-kam Ëà mu urudu"luo Ku-itru-ur-ma-b¿-¿k é-dNann&-
ð è i:ni -in -tu-ri (3d year of Rim-Sinof Larsa)andYOS II94
$à mu é-dIðkur Éà Zararkrba-dù (end yearof Rim-Sin).
Anotber group showing abnormal plene writings is the collection of
Oltt Babylonian Omen texts prtblished by Gonrzn in YOS X. In
them abnormalities similar to those in the letters from Larsa ooour

more sporadically, and of courre only in some of the texts, although

most of thom are written in the Southern Old Babylonian dialect.

Many of them are of coursè not original documents in the Bame seDse

as the lettere: the text may be a ræult of repeated copying proceÊses

in the coume of which the original orthographical peculia^rities were

effaced. As a third important gioup must be mentioned the Middle
Assyrian legal work in KAV t-2, which also contains plene writings
so strikingly similar to those of the letters from Larsa that it cannot
bo omitted. from this treatise, although its language otherwise differe
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widely from old Babylonian and obieetibns'could he raisod against

treating it together with the other tè'xts: In'atldition to these three

major groups which are intended-to foun the'basft¡ of the study,

I have collected some instances from other texts t()0 that have come

to my attention from tinte to tirne. This is a list of the ¿bnormalities

occurring in the three rnajor gtollps:

L The Silli-Sama.t lêtte.rs.

TCI, XVII l, 6 ¡ta-tt-t'-tnt :

I,14 irn,-qú'ú-tu

l, |6 1i.-in.-þtt'ti-nt,

1,29 r apr-la'ti-i'iq
l, 30 a-L:o-rasr-.s¿'¿'øl

I, 36 r u.þ1 -þ,t¿-r¿:rr¿r-øf ' ( ? )

2, 19 a,(-lø-pn-a'a.l¡

2,39 ip-ra-a-am

2, 40 i'mal aþ1'þø-a+tt.

3. + Éû-ad-'da':àg-¿ti-i'im Qihe I &a'dd-da-ag'd'i-iml)

8, 7 ib-ba-a'6i (cf.. ib'ba{i-i i, f ll a atimilar phrase)

3, I mi-iq-ra,'a'am.

8, lO øm-qu'ú'ur ' '' 
'

3,12 ad-ili-f it-f ,in1 . ' - ,

3,6 ú'st,'ih-ltrmrÉi-i-int. ' '

3, 18 iú-l¿-ol'Iùt-tti'd'-í'n.,J mtt' -;r

4, 8 akJlm-a-li (pret. N 1. peis.'fiðrir katûlit)

4, 8 lunrma-n-a,n,(cf. ßum'nui'aøT;7)'i ''-
õ, 16 tl-¿r-rri'rl-ðt¿ "" "': :-' 

"ì
6,17 sa-ø-pi (pcrm. of' supú+m) 

: I ': 'i
6,21 Ía'la-n-r"r| ":-: -: -: - ' "i .;!
6,24 i-ga'an¿'mø-a'nt, '': : :' -: ':
6, l> a{-ta-pa-a-ak :: '':"'":-ì ''L ' }i

6,6ru,-ul-!lt4-ub 
"::

6,'8'wa-ar-hi:i'im (same ôn line 9)

6,14 qú4;u,4-u'm

9
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7,14

8, l0
g, l3
8,22
9, 19

10, 18

10,42

10, 44

YOS II 49,22

49,23

94, 6

110, g

ll0, 13

ritl-ba-a-lu-tt

iqtç/1-e-pí, (?)

lu-na- ak- lt e- P.- er - ttua

i-ik-l¡a-a-al
le- el-li- ka-n i- i- itn I

im-rnw,1(?)tø-a-as

i-ta-a-uti

ni-ip-pø-a-al

n-li,.i-im

it-ta-ke-e-ar

ib-bo-a-li

ail-ili-i # -ht -ru- ß i-i-im
ú zi. ibl - íu,-m,-li-i-ðtn

II. YOS X.

1, 6 {a-al-rmar-a-at

7, t9 ta-lu-ú-u¡n la li-í,b-bi-ö-im

7, 8O ta-al-luúq,m 8a li-ib-bi-i-im
7,31 wça-a-ab

17, 40 {tJlal-a-ab

90, 18. 20.23 i-tu-ra-a-om

20,27 ne-íi-i-im,

20,28 ,it-{i,-e-si

21, 6 (ima-il,i) . . . . . i,-na-a-di

24,l8 i+e-ret-ihi

24,11, l¿-e-ri-di

24,19 lu'ul-ma4-unt
24,24 i-te-e-li

24, 24 tb-ba-la-lta-a-su

24,31 ri-qâ,-a-am,

33 II 44 te-epnæe-eË

33IV 7 ul-lo¡ah

83 Y 22 ip-¡ù-rú,l+u, (c1,. Bs II 24. 26 ip-tù-ru,)

r For the striking ortography with el cf. e.g. YOS II 49, lL a-we-ebtum,
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3E Y Ss U-Iøl-ø*k
36, 28 la-a-kø-al

36 III 86 gi-iË-ta-a-arn

40, 2 i-ka-Éa-a-ad,

40, l0 i-ib-ka-a-al

41,41 ta-Ia.-a-lm

' 41, 46 tu-ka-al-ln-a-arn

44,77 u,{-la-a-ah

47 ,16 i-lø-a-lø-a
47, 17 Ð

47, 20 iae-e-e#

47,26 il-tn-e-td

47,26 D

47,71 le-e-ti

47,90 i-ttu+utté-e-lu
49, S ti-i,ç-bu-u-tu (in the parallel passage rt8, 34 li-is-

bu-tu)

6r IV 18 i-pe-e-{u (cf. 52 IY L9 i-pi-lu)

III KAV I_2

1I
II
1I
1 ,I
IIT
III
1II
lilI
1üI
lüI
I III
I IÏI
I III
1 III

18

22

7S

84

lõ
40

7t

13

16

66

67

70

74

94

ta-o¡-t;i-i-Éi

i-qa-ar-ri-i,-bu.

ta-aþ-te-e-pi.

tar-ti-i-ii.
dç-pa-ba,- a-sri (cf . li ne 1 8 d.s-¡ø-üø-ør"s-.si)

e'po,' a-lu ( : ePPø{.-li)

il-lu-ú-hu,

e-ep-pw-ú-{u-u,l

tal,te-o-ql.

it-ti-læ-e-er

i,l-lu4-ku
it-cu,-úrø (cf. line 74it-kmø)
za-a-ku (and passim)

is-sa-ab-bu-t7-tu
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1 rv84
1 IVTT
I tve4
r tv96
1 v19
1 v60
1 V84
I v92
r vI 70

1 vI?3
1 vI 91

r vIe4
l vl r0r
l vïI 90

1 VII ee

lnl-la-ø-su '

ra-ki-i-e.í
,in-na-gu.-ú-ru

tu-ú,-qa-a (cf . line 98 lw-ga" a' a)

tu-ti-uç-sa (cf. IV 74 kr'-us'sa\

pa-aç-çu-ú-na-at

ú-pal-lu,-tt-lu "'-: '.'. 
'..-

ú-na-l¡u-u-su, . .'

tu-ti.uÉ-f¡a-ab :.: -:-:.'- :.
it-tu4-ra
l,u4-u,s-sa ' '.

hrú-u{-Ëa-ab

tu-íuu,{-Éah (cf. line 107 rt¿-r¿S-f¿b)

i- í a- alt- h t,-ti,- t t t t.- t tI
mi-ta-n-aI

'l VIII'36 iþþøa-s| .

1 VIII 38 þa-a-ili
t VIII 46 i-qo,r-ri-i-bu.

2 III 49 i-Éa-lu-ti+u(c1.line 37 i-íal-!u-ru)
2 Y 88 øpa-a-â^f (cf. V 8 a-ep4ø-á{)

2 VÍ 26 iz-aa,-a-øu

2 VII 4 iþ-ta-ra-a-dÉ

9 VII l1 ít-ta¡n-ra-iaq

Similar mitings can be found elservhore-too: In the first place

mention must, be'made of acouple of texts which'like the Sil[-Samaå

letters come from Rim-Sin's'Lnrua; viz., (1) Stna$suÀinn, Ðie alt-
babylonischen Vertriþe aus Tirarka (not'rea'lly from Uruk!)827,2
içta-ø-biBzl a (the same text as the procoding'orie, thÞ trvo texts

constituting the case a.nd the tablet) 4 iqaa.o.bi lo titú iQ4a-a-bi (2)

the letter VS XVI 73 (for provenience see-P: Kraus. MVAEG'XXXV
2 p. 34) L7 ta-ap-pa'ø-al. There is a suspiciori that CT XXIX 12

(BB 126) too has a provenience'not far from lrafsa, för it rvrites

line 26 ta-rnø-a-ru-íu along with other characteristics common to

the SilliSamað letters. 'We also have ø-lo-k&-a-ún YOS II 88, 9,
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ttl-zi-i-iz ibid. 96, 7, o-to-na-a-al-r ibir1. 132, 13, ta-ak-la'ø'a'nt

tlOPSPh IX 12, .9.11-r, ri-5c+rr-re-c]¡t¿-/':¡-; il)id. 14. 2.l, atttl ío-al-

,tnú-ú-at cT IV 34 (report ort 0xtispicy), 6. 7. It is particttl¿rrlY

surprising to finrl thesc nritilìgs in a couple of lfari lettcn too.

AIìn[ II 7õ, 5 $'r'ites i-Ia-ø-ku,, 18 ta-dufab'bu,-ú-bu, 24 ta-a'ul-la-ka

(cf. line 21 ta-al-Ia-ka). Ancl 1.et the text has the tvpical Nfari fonn

a,n-ni-ki,-e,-en¿ instead of a¡t-tt'i-ki-a-r¿fl¿! Irl ARII \¡ 20, 6 rve filtd h¿-

na-ap-pi-i-i,,\ ibirl. line 28 e't'i-id-ta'a'aD¿. And finally scYeral (lld

Babylonian literary texts r:Ont¿rin rvritings that seem to belong

here: C1' X\¡ I ff. I 4 di'íi'1ti-i-in¿, ibirl. line 6 /co-rr¿-trt-r:¡irt', line t;

þa-aí-þrrri-i-irn', line I r u)'a¡t-'¡tn-ø-arn,, ibid col. \¡l II I rrr-du-tr'i-i''int\

line 13 i-s-kc-e-er, OT XV.3 ff. I 12 Tttt-tti-Ãi'e-13r, ibitt. line 20fr¿-í¿-

lø-a-o,nl, c:ol. ll 1a þd-gál-lø-u,-an, R.A XXII p. 170 -171 linc 30

i,m-t,a-al,-ti-i-/t:r¿ and Entttrla eliK VII ho liq'qø'a-bi.

The practice of using redund¿rnt ¡rlcne lr,riting seemri to have beell

continued in Cassite times to¡ by some s¡ribes. It is interesting to

note that two letters of Rurnaburiai (EA, I and 11) are sharplv

distinguished from other letters by cassite kings just in this respect.

cl.ut-te-bi-i-h¿ EA 9,9,u1-te-bi-i-1a9,11, ftr-br,-ri-la 9, 13 (but lu-bi-la

lines 12 and 16), kt-/,e-bi'e'Ia 9, 14, ip-7ttL,-ri-,{l¿ 9, 35, .{t-pl-r'-lu' 11

Rev 6, íu-bi-i'ta 11 Rev.8, li-tis-ru.-ti-2rr, 11 R,ev. ¡o. Note that n' 11

also writes Dulflr ii-ip-ri,-i-ka ancl r.¿-h'-i-ft¿'

Oornpletely ottt.sicle thc scope ¡f ottl' stttclV fal the extt'rvagaltcies

practisecl in the fiel¡t 6f plene ¡'ritings þY s¡mle rvl'iters 6f barþ¿rric

Accarlian in ¡reripheric flreas, rrf. e.g. ÌlA nr¡..11 (llit.tite).'['ltrr s¡ttre

holcls true of the Akkaclian eltirral texts fottnfl in El Anrarnir (çf. e'g.

EA 367, 1-3 tlrt,r¿'rrm i'Iu i.Å'ku'n,u lti-rri-e-ln u-tto o-hu'-li'-'{rt-rr'rr

r-r i- e I -tri -i- ¡7 a- u- aI, i K'qt tt.' ti-r u, nrct' a - u¡'4 2'- 1'-1 p- rt . 
I

As a f¡rther golììtnent, on thc lisl of alln¡¡nal ¡rleue rvt'itings

given above it should he aclclerl that no text or group of texts seenls

to use the rvritings consistently. f Ìt¿rve alre;td1'hied 1'o illustlate this

fact bt' pointing ottt the norntal u'ritirlgs occrtLring ot:trasionalh' itl

close vicinity of the abtrornral sltellings. 'lhis, lìgn'eycr, is ¡ot ve¡\,

I Cf. Bônl, Die Sprache dor Ämarnabriefo p. 3.



l4 Jussr Àno

surprising for, as \ïe håve seeu, all texts ttse plene u'rititìg r.ttlìer
inconsistently on t,he rvhole.

l'inally, the task thirt renraitrs is to finrl solne general plinciple

rrnrlerlving all these hitherto rrrrex¡rlaiuerl pleue u'rititrgs. A priori

it seenrs plnusible th;lt thcrc tnttst, ltave beelt itt ccrtain ittcits;ttttl al

certain tinres a tentlcnrrt' to pronouttr:rr ¡ritt{ir:rtlat' vot\,els lottg; r.rtlter-

n'ise it is diffir:ult lo rrntkt'stantl s,hl'an nlcient srrribe sltottlrl .lt¿t'r'c

wasterl his tirne insertiug siuperfhrr)us signs. {)nc can i¡rleed easill

see that a vast nurjotit,l. ol t,he abuotutal plenc nt'itiugs seent to

follot'trvo siur¡rle larvs: (l) rvhen the last svllable is a closed one its
voçel is u'ritten plene antl is rrouser¡uetrtly lettgthelterl; (2) rvhelt the

last svllahle is an open one the vltvtrl of tltc ¡renultitnate syllahle

(if the syllable is irn open one aud the volcl is normallv short) is

rvritten plcne ancl conser¡rrcntll' nrrrst ltave beell lcngthencrl.

To illustrate thp thesis and to ftrcilitate rxrnr¡ratisutt betlveell

separate groulis of texts I h¿rr,e rearrauged the occun'iltg fotnts (s'rit-
ten in transcription ätrd assunriug tlt¿rt the t'olels rvtitten plene are

long) in the follorving list. The tlrree groups are nÌa,rked'$'ith

Roman numbers (l the Silli-,SamaÄletters, IItheLlrnentexts, IIIthe
Assyrian legal u'ork).

l. Words uith closed last syllable:

I: nã,rí;m, iprã,m, núqrãm, Saddagdî,nt, Ium,mñ,n, {akii, ruarþim,

ãlim,, nr,ttúh. u,þþrt,rritt. ndrfilí.{r¿rrr?"íãnt, r?,.sr.b,{rtn,r?lim, lillikã,nÛn,,

i,t,te,llni.ní¡nntez, nmqttr, nddín, ikl;ã|, niTtytä,l, ø/ia,s,srit'; r¡t¿n,orrris.

htn.ukltêrmtt 2. tt¡rtulîq, a$fa¡rn-k. ittokãr.

II: íalrn¡ïf, lnllu,n, .srrr,hrr.r7n¿, libbî.nt,, r,fnrlrir¡r,'rrr-'.ðúrt, ¡1iËrã,nr, räqãn.

u.s.rd,å, ¿.{.{ãå, t,ep'1tëi, illãk, ikníiãrÍ, iA:Â'rî¿. tu,kalltun,.

III: n¿r,-fãf, rakîí, epytã,i, i,þ,tarñI, il,ta,m,rñ,q. i,t¡íker.

2. Worrls with o¡ren last syllable:

I'. i,ntqritrr,, Ii,nt,þ.ñru, rlll¡rihr,, i,mnþ,þ,ã,ru. n'ri.{u, it¡anr,nt.ä'nt, sapi'.'

ll: iptúru, i¡t¡rêÈrt", talld.ku, i,llã,ka.

t Does not belong lrere, if perm. 2nd ¡rers. sing.
r 'fhe fornrs rvit,h suffixed -nra ¡rt'rltaps constit,ul,e a ¡rt'oblettt ill t,ltent-

selves, because -rna ahva.ys draws the stress to the syllable preceding it'
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I.1: inttu¡¡¡1änt,, iqurñbtt, iøøãau", rllu/i:rr,, 1¡n(tlr'/i.?r1¿, 'd.{olltit"u, illriru,

issalrlr¿i¿rr (¡rl'r's. N ), rrprrllr?'{u, þãdi, :uku-

It is ¡tttt'ticul;tt'lf ittttrt'e*t'itt¡1 l'o obscrvtl th¡tt t-frlrlns of verb8

s,itlr ir weak lÌrrl l.¿rdicll belruve ilt u tvay tlilfet'eltt fi'oltt tltat of the

str.otrg \,etÌls. ( if . t[e folkrtt'ittg rrxâttt¡rlcs tt'itlt t he fort¡ts- |¡tkr't"tq,

rr.(lø¡xîA, ll.¡larri.{, ilft¡Ä'il lislcrl ;tlrovr':

l: îttitoi.

ll iteli, iltête.

III; ú¿rrt'L{i, tlbtel)i, taltêqi.

, 'lhe s¿ìnìe thilg lup¡rens rvith the pret. N-fornls \\'ith a weak 3rd

latlic¿rl:

I: rrlrkir.li, ilròd.{i, rsse¡ri.

, Verllal f(}t'rlls tvit,lt,:tn il{x:llsiìtive suffix seellt tU beltttve iu exactly

the satue Nity ¿ls fotllls.\t'ithottt it sttffir;

fl: ilrtrrrir¿rs.{rr.

.III: ifaliÀ'ùÌ,r'i.{. ep|ú$ri.\ l.ssobrisst (,¿lss¿òol-si), e?pitssrl (øppaj-ði),

' ilL l¡tissi (r!fta:-sri)'
.' ,1-['his ,lttay l)e.lpplietl .to llt,llll$ witlt prtssessive suffixes ¿s \ltell'

trf. ll I À.rrlft?ssrr (/.øllat-.{rr). [t, is lltore rlottþtful wltetlìel' 'passûnøl

(Il-[) ttrrr ltl r,xpl¿ittr,tl ¿rs coltsistillg of a uregnlau perm' pass'rltl f
the fenì. sg. 3. p. etttling -øt.

. There remaiu, lìowe.r'er. oeltailì spellings $'hich rlo not fit our

nrles. 'l'hese ¿tre:

' II: ¿ste.:l¿, irãrtd'i, tndddi, f¡i/L/iol' t¿tlerft1'r, ltã'llakq Ù[¡rri)'

l.l [: lris.srr. tri.{3nl.r, Iiulu'u.

. . S¡lrre ¡f tltettt Segllt t¡ troltVey tlte ittt¡,rl'essigtt tltat in cert¿tin

illstanct..s also ¿ vu\\,el ill il stlesscrl closecl s¡rllablc could be lettgthetterl,

gllcl i.ll the last trvo ex¿¡rples ft\ìtìt iI and III the \¡o\\'fil pl'eoeding

thut syllable seeûìlr t,o be leugthene{. It is particulal'ly vexing, that

irrste¡ad of t¿7k/.:¿¡l nnd t,ri*faô rve should expect, lukkøl and h¿J$¿¡tr

anr¡tdittg to (ttll'rules (rve ac,tUally have t/r/tril alttl tt.{.{ritr' cf' the

list). Iìot' tlte tittle lreing, thel'efore, t,hcse s¡rellirtgs tuust renì¿lirl

ruÌexplaille(l

Refore we ¡rr.otreerl to rh'alv thu filutl eoltcltlsiolls frotll ot¡r ¡nateriâl

we.ntust rìeet certaitr objectio¡s. sgnte of the writi¡gs quoted by uts
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or forrrts reseuìbling thelu have formerly been explained as pausal

foruls'e.g.byscltnotronninhislrrhaltstibersichttoKAV(p.VII)
irnd by votì SoDEl'¡ it¡ZA L p' l64 rvhel criticizing Ponnnr,'s views

of tlre verb uzuzzu (lDie vier tseispiele l'i\t i(ø).za-a.az(-zu) stelren

tlurchweg ¿tt¡t Schluss tles eigentlichen Urkundes uttd sind oftenbar

Pausalforuteu).r 'l'ltere are t¡f trotlt'se ¿tlllolìg tlte exanrples quoted

by us nrany which can be explained as pausal forttls' This cau be said

ofalnrostanyverbalforrnsincethepredicateinAkkadiauregularly
staucis at ttre entl of a sentence' We ltat'e' howevet' seen that the law

establislredbyusarfectslìoulls¿rtttlotlterpartsofspeeclraswellas
verbs, ¿lntl is consequently applicable outside the rpausar too' If

this is the case, then the theory of pausal forrns becomes retlundant'

Furthermore it is u¡toert¿ritr lvhether Akkadian ditl have separate

pausalfrlrnsat¿ill'lfeknowpausalfrrrmsrvitlrcertaintyrrnlyfrout
Biblical Ilebrew and r:lassical Arabic' both of which are to some

degreeartificiallanguageswithapronunciationaffected'bytheuse
of sacrerl texts in solentn, lnusical recitation' No living Semitic

language ltas clearly utarked pausal forms' at least to the present

writet's hnorvledge.

InGAG$ssd.vonsopnNhasestablishedalawwhichcouldbe
appliecl to soute of our examples too' There he states that a subjunc-

tive ending -u trr¿rvs the stress to the syllable immerliately prececling

it alrtl oàuses a lerrgtheniug of the vowel (in later Babylonian and

Assyrianadoublirrgofthecrltwr,rrrant).Thislarvwouldagaineliminate
only a terv of uur exaruples, viz', TCL XVII L' 14la-tno mu-ú im'

qú-ti'tu rbefore the watem have goue doltt'r' Y-OS X 41' 41 u'lu¡n

{o a-nata-wi-i'Èu tq;la-a'ku rthe city which thou rvilt go to siegt'u'

anrl KAV 2 III 49 {e LÚ 'DI'KUD'MES i-Ía-gu'u-ru' The Old

Babylonian example quoted by von SonnN is BB 126' 26 e'em' tø-ma'

a-rll'Su uwherevet you see himu' We can consequently see that

however true this law nay be it does not help us very far, and besides

all these instances fit our scheme as rvell'

F inally, one might think that questions are involved in the

I Cf. eìso J. Lswr BBK I 4,5 tt' and L¡¡nsssncnR OLZ' 1924' ?19 ff'
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exailtples. There ¿rre, lrorl'evel" no qttestinns ¿ts f¡lr ag the plesent

wÌiter calr see.r In okl Babylotriatr, clnestiotts seen t0 c¿luse a

le|gthenitrg rtl the vorveì r,rnly iu the lirst syllable (cf. su'prø); the

exarrr¡rle givel l-ry voìl S0uuN (i A(+ $ 39 tr of il stl'(rss utl the penultiltta

iS Neo-IJalt. 'lhc t¡Uestiott foLtìts t:onserlUctttll¡ stl{:lll trl follott'a law

difftrrelrt froln th¿tt ttf otll' illlltttltrutl tt'ritittgri'
,Io illustr¿rte the ¡loint of vielv ¿ìdvallced al)ove so¡¡¡s of tlte ex-

rulìples. ¿ire givsn &gain iu thcil' contexts. 'l( )1,' Kv I I 1, 6 - ? 300 GUA

ü-rttt, ,pi-i ntt-rd-i-í¡n, rtl-le-e-si 'rI ltave bruuglrt out 300 kur (uf barley),

tn the ¡routh of the rivcu. llli{. t+-tn lu-ntu ttttt-tf inr;qti-tL'tuli4m'

l¡u-ú-ru, ,>bef0r.e the lv¿rter has fallelt, tltey trtal' re(ei\reD TOL XVlt
2, 39-40 ,ù uri-l",ra-r,rr,-ti 'i]p-ra-u-ut¡, a-1¿-¿-/':ti-tt-tttt¿ i-t¡tu'al9'[ta-u-ru'

,rand. u,here tvill the setvunts get ft-rocl'/u. 'f(jl \VLl 5, !1-22 5ø-

tn(-a-l,utt¿ ía-lu-u<ti iø-¡vtt-tt'tt'tt-¡r¿ø lthel'e h¿rve beett three t'airtlallsl'

lbid. 93-24 Lt-ttu ti-i{ u,u,-ar-ll,i-itttt i-na ¡¡.ri-l'i-inr, i'gtt'ttttr,'ÌLa'0,'ru

Ithey rvill finish s0$'ing by the beginrring of (next) monthD. YOS X

7, 30 tu,-al-lu-ti-,uùL {u li-il¡-b'i-i-ittt, cLu-oil rtlte løll'r¿ of the he¿rtt is

stÌong.)) Y(ls x 33 IV ? Sar-fl¿ril. tt¿u-as-sti tt-na ,pi-i'lu T¿.í-&¡-ø-ob las

to the liilrg, þis lauil rvill liye according to liis 0ollltlì¿llld)). YOS X

+o, 2 ILLII(-\AL ir-si-tuttt lu la-ut-tattt qít-sti i-lw-{u-u'ad 'ras to the.

king, lris ha¡tl rvill conquer. ¿r laud that tloes ttut be|-rng to hinu.

YOS X 41, '16 tltt-tttt'tu,-rt¡tt t1¿-ka-u,l-l6-tt-t¿rr¿ '{'t¿-¿i D' ' thou rvilt

shou, tlistress, lìe . . .,rYOS X 47, lti D I ß tl DI I d'i-i-ttt'tt''t'u''!'u i-lq-u-leu

la.nlu-ú'ttttt, i:zü-tl'tl-tl'tu,rif thr-, sltee¡-r's te¿tt's tlorv, it rvill t'ailrr' KAV I

I 14--22 l,uttt-¡t¿u,s"4L . . . Éi-il-tclu tutl-ti-tti lw-ti nuí-qt-it'pc-e ta'ar-

ti-i-éi SAL li-i-it u-ru-útrla tu-tttt-Q,.1-$ j ¿¿-rt¿ ilu¿rti'lü Dfl Mtl .ME S-Èa

DU M(.t .SdLl4llß-lo lu-u i-qar'-ri-i-bu ¡I'1. a wolrì¿r' . . . has uttered

þlaspheruy or intlulged iu krose talk, this wolniln shall Ìrear het own'

r Irl MAOG XV.p''ll Es¡:t'tNu translates TCL XVll ?' 12-14 a'pa:

lu-ú {a tl-la-u¡n-mi-du-ka .t. 60 GUR ie-u-ant ia lí-ql-e-ka il(?l'ba'a-lu-u

rwerde ich begleichen (rnüssen), wovolì ich dir:h benuchrichtigt habe? Habelr

sie i4o liur liorn, rvas du zu bekorumen has[, woggenommen?r In reality'

lroivever,tlioreishar<llyanyquestioninvolved,butwehavetol¡elda.øi.
l¿-r1 and translatel ¡The nen lvho informed you have talren the 240 kur

ol barley thaù you \ryere supposed to taker"

a
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guilt; they shall not touch her husband, her sons or her daughtersr,

KAV I III l4-l? Éutnqra DAM-at t'Ú O¿'U'at-Ll3'rrto a-nø

ø-tt-So lal.te-e-ql a-nu Lti a-na ni'a-ki ta'tö'ilin'Éi llf a ¡narried

woman has taken a married woman into her house and has given

her to a man for the purpose of adulteryrr, KAV 1 III 66-67 ù'{um'ma

it-ti-ke-e-n la-a i-di-e-nru i'qu-ab-bi a'na ip.;-ia il'tu-'ú-tcu ¡uand if
be-has delied, saying ¡rl do not knowl, they shall go to the riven.

,..i-F'inally, tho problem of the abnormal plene vnitings can be

summarized in the following waY:

. ¡r,. In Old Babylonian times there seems to have been, at least

at L-ârsa, a tendency to pronouuce certain ¡rowels long. Most of the

cageg can be reduced to trvo lals, as we have seen. There seems to

have been a third law too, rvhose relation to the first two laws. we

cannot yet explain. As to the cause of the phenomenon, it seems

plausible that this lengthening is due to a change in stress ortoan

exceptionally. strong by'stress (presumably wâibùln ot wàthi,nt,

Ltckàt ot àtrlôtt,thnùttru or lïmþúru). It is, furthermore, very likely that

this change only affected words in certain positions in the sentence.

As we have seen, these writings occur nrost often, but not exclusively,

at the eud of a sentence, and it is difficult to define precisely where

they may occur and. where they may not..It remains at least possible

that we have here examples of sentence strese or intonation in

Akkadian (a thing very difficult to tackle in a d.ead-languagel)

. 2. It is possible that dialectal differences in this respect existed

down to Cassite tines. Attother possibility is that tþere were different
pschoolsu of orthography, and f¡ller plene writings were considered

fashionable in soure circles. 'l'he second possibility may perhaps bé

supported by the f¿ct.that outside of the Akkadian area plene writing

Beems to have lost its original function of indicating a loug vowel

and become a means of precising the vowel sound of the prec¿)ding

sign.¡

3. As to the abnormal plene wriÙings in Middle Assyrian legal

work, they offer at least one important feature which leads us to an
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interesting conchlsiolt. We h¿rve scelt thitt iìlso v(,\vels affccted by

the Assyrian yo\\¡el ltitmtotry nìay bs n'r'ittell plene (cf. e.g. ril-hl-ri-À:rr,

ti-na,1t'u-ti-stL) nrtd thtt these votvels cottld lt¿rve been loltg itt itn
e¿rrlier stagc of the langrtage rvìtetr thc l¿w of the vorlel harnony was

at rvorli can bc definitely ext'ltttled. Conserlttently rve can say that

the supposetl law c¿tusing the lengthening of volvels ilt rrertain posi-

tions cannot at least be commou to all tvpes of ¡\kkarlia¡t, evetr if
wc :lssune th¿rt it \!'as conceítled bv the oÌthography c.g. irt Northern
()lt1 llab,vloniart, rvltere plenc rn'iting rvas restrittted rnainlv to 'tro$'els

resulting fronr ooutracti<-tn. It is cvcn cloubtful rvhethet' thc ortho-

gra¡rhy trf the Lcgal Work ltirtl itttl' þasis at illl in acttt¡l prrtnounci-

¡rtiolr irt Mirtrlle Asspian. one is tettt¡ttetl to thinli that rve rlnly ltave

here an imitltion of tlte orthography in certain Babylonian composi-

tions in high style, (cf. the occurrencc of our plene writings in litcrary

texts) used hcre to enhance the sole¡n char¡rcter of the larvs. It is

a knorv¡r fact that legal languttge everylvherc tencls tobemorerltless

archaistic.

ln the precerling rve have tried to soh'e the problem of thc ab-

norrnal plene writings in i\l<l<arlian rvith the help of the tnaterial

now to hand. Many points still rernain obscure anct it is to be hoped

th¿rt in the future ruore utatcrial n'ilì thrtts' fitrthcr light on the

problem.


